JULY 2018

“Moving Up Ceremony” at Trucksville Early
Childhood Education Center

Mrs. Collin’s Kindergarten Class at Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center celebrated the last day of school
with a “Moving Up Ceremony” on June 7th. Mrs. Collins is pictured with her class. Shown in photo above, first
row are: Sophia Greco, Emilee Fiske, Julia Clark, Sue Collins, Macie Sell, Grace Withrow, Name not disclosed.
Standing behind are: Addison Larson, Addison Brieling, Sylas Lotfipour, Hudson Stoodley, Owen Casey-Williams,
Rocco Hozempa-Mahlstadt, Ben Corridoni, and Courtney Brittain.

Shop with the Back Mountain Community News ... Where Community Matters.
Your dollars spent in locally-owned businesses have three times the impact on our local
economy. Locally owned businesses are the businesses we count on for donations to our
local organizations and contribute dollars to our local causes. A marketplace made-up of
many small businesses ensures lower prices over the long-term and local business owners
work hard to fulfill the needs of the people within our community every day.
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Pastel Landscapes and Portraits

Linda Cramer,
of Harvey’s Lake,
will be showcasing her display of
pastel landscapes
and portraits at the
Back Mountain
Memorial Library
during the month
of July. Linda
states that she took
drawing lessons as
a child, and this
has been the only
formal
training
she pursued.
Linda has only
been creating her
artwork for a year
and a half after
finding the outlet due to a previous thumb injury. She started drawing as her
therapy and as a way to work her thumb daily. Cramer states that she sits
with prayer each time she is at her easel or drawing board. “What began as
just a path towards therapy quickly developed into a deeper connection to
the creator of all things as I realized that the beauty of God is reflected in the
beauty of nature and in the faces of those whom I love”, she explains.
Cramer has sold pieces to family and friends and is hoping to use her
home as a studio in the very near future. All are welcome to view the pastel
pieces on the art wall at the library during the month of July.

Patriots Cove of Hunts for Healing Summer Open House
A new local organization serves
veterans, first responders, and their
caregivers. Patriots Cove will open
their doors for visitors to allow anyone interested in our cause to learn
more information, tour the conservation, and see everything that Patriots Cove has to offer.
Patriots Cove is a program of
Hunts for Healing which promotes
emotional, physical, and spiritual
healing through challenges in the
outdoors. Our hope is to share our
mission with the community and
the impact we have had on veterans
and first responders.
You can also meet our founders,
team, and learn more about our future direction and summer projects.

Co-Founders, Jeff and Melissa
Swire will host both summer Open
Houses at Patriots Cove. Join us on
July 6th , 2018 from 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
and July 7th, from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m at
Patriots Cove, 4298 SR 29 South
Noxen, PA 18636.
As the centerpiece of the Beaver Run Waterway in the mountains
of northeast Pennsylvania, Patriots
Cove serves as an effort to restore,
preserve and protect a threatened
fish species. Since March of 2017,
over 30 log structures have been
constructed for trout habitat to include two waterfall features a plunge
pool, and debris has been removed
from the waterway. As a result, the
waterway is more productive and

healthy.
Aside from habitat installation,
restoration of our welcome center provides lodging for veterans,
first responders, and their caregivers during fishing events. Grants
from The Home Depot Foundation
and Pennsylvania Council of Trout
Unlimited will help Patriots Cove
continue to expand their environmental and humanitarian efforts to
serve those who served us. Founded
in 2017, Patriots Cove of Hunts for
Healing Inc., is a native brook trout
sanctuary established to protect a
threatened fish species, and provide
a place for veterans, first Responders as well as their caregivers. Learn
more at: www.patriotscove.org.

Deadline for August issue of the Back Mountain
Community News is Thurs., July 26 at 12 noon.

Leggio’s Restaurant in Dallas will be closed for vacation
July 30th through Saturday, August 4th. Re-opening on Sunday, August 5th.
Leggio’s Restaurant in Plains will be closed July 30th through Sunday, August 5th
will re-open on Monday, August 6th.
Thank you, Sal and Lori Leggio
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Date set for Dallas Ham Dinner,
Harveys Lake
Rotary Charity
Fire Company
Family Style
Sweet
Valley
Volunteer
Fire
ComGolf Classic
plans dance
pany, Sweet Valley, will serve a ham
Monday, September 17 has been
set for the 36th annual Dallas Rotary Club Golf Classic to benefit Dallas Rotary Charities. The event will
take place at the Irem Country Club,
Dallas, and will begin with a shotgun start at 12:30. Watch for more
details as they become available.

dinner on Saturday, July 28. Dinner
served 4:30 to 6:30. Take-outs begin at 4:00. Adults $12.00, children
under 12 are $6.00 and children
under 6 eat free. Call 477-5121 for
more information.

Food Pantry hosts No Hungry
Tummies Program

The Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry have created
a summer nutritional program to provide extra food for school age children
during the months of June, July and August.
The children are home all day and cannot take advantage of school
breakfasts and lunches. They might otherwise go hungry except for the
extra assistance given by this innovative program.
While all non-perishable foods are needed and welcome at any time, the
greatest needs to make this program work are breakfast and lunch foods that
children can easily open and prepare for themselves. These items include:
cold cereal, instant oatmeal, canned milk, peanut butter and jelly, juice,
macaroni and cheese, tuna fish, Spam, canned fruit, soup, granola bars, and
prepared Jell-O and pudding.
Individuals or groups wishing to donate nonperishable food may call
the pantry at 696-2917 for additional information or to arrange a mutually
convenient time for our volunteers on duty to receive the food.
Food may also be dropped off at the following locations during regular
operating hours: Cooks Pharmacy, Rt. 309 in Shavertown, Hilbert’s Tractor Store, Rt. 415 in Dallas and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rt. 118, Dallas.
Monetary donations may be mailed to the Back Mountain Food Pantry, c/o
Trucksville United Methodist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville, PA
18708. The food pantry is a 501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
The members of the Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food
Pantry wish to thank everyone for their support all year long.

The Harveys Lake Fire Company
is planning a dance at the Irem Shrine
Country Club Pavilion, Dallas, on Saturday, July 28 from 7:30 to 11:30pm.
Doors open at 6:30pm.
Come enjoy 4 hours of live music,
Tom Slick and the Grease Slappers
and AM Radio. Donation is $25 per
ticket includes beer, soda, pizza, hot
dogs and a cash bar is available.
Tickets available at Joe Nardone Gallery of Sound Stores, Harveys Lake
Borough Office, Dymond’s Farm
Market and Bakery, Shavertown or
call 570-639-1398 or 570-639-1981.
No tickets sold at the door.

Chicken BBQ
planned

Join us at Trucksville United
Methodist Church for a Back
Mountain Tradition, our Summer
Take Out BBQ on Friday, July 20.
Take Out begins at 4:30 p.m.
through 7:00 p.m. at our Educational Facility at 40 Knob Hill
RD, Trucksville, PA 18708 (Enter
Shavertown for GPS). Enjoy Half
a Chicken, Baked Potato, all the
Fixings, Homemade desserts, and
Beverages.
Reservations are required; please
call to reserve your seat Monday
through Friday, 9 AM to 1 PM:
(570) 696-3897.

Dallas Township Administrative
Department has moved, new location

The Administration Department of the Dallas Township Board of Supervisors will be open for business at their new Municipal Building located
at 105 Lieutenant Michael Cleary Drive, Dallas, Luzerne County, PA, as of
Monday, June 25th, 2018. Office hours will be Monday through Friday from
8:30am to 4:30pm. This includes the office of the Township Secretary- Treasurer, the Planning Commission/Zoning Hearing Board Secretary, as well as
the Zoning Officer / Code Enforcement Officer. The Tax Collector will also
be available at the new location. Hours for the Tax Collector will be stated
on the tax bills.
On July 3, 2018 and thereafter, Board of Supervisors meetings will be
held at the new building beginning at 7:00pm. The first Planning Commission Meeting at the new building will be held on July 10, 2018 at 7:00pm.
and thereafter. The Zoning Hearing Board meetings will take place in the new
location as well at 6:30pm.
The new telephone number for the Secretary-Treasurer, Nancy Y. Balutis
will be 570-674-2007. The Planning Commission / Zoning Hearing Board
Secretary, Tammy Miller may be reached at 570-674-2012. The Tax Collector may be reached at 570-674-2005. The mailing address P.O. Box 518,
Dallas, PA 18612 will stay in effect.

Back Mountain
Bobcats plans
Movies under the
Stars

The Back Mountain Bobcats
invite the community to Movies
under the Stars on Friday, July 13,
at the Back Mountain Recreation
/ Bobcats field. Movie to start at
dusk and is free for all of the Back
Mountain residents. Drinks and
snacks available for purchase.

Dallas High
School 50th
Reunion planned

Dallas High School Class of
1968 has planned a 50th Class Reunion for the weekend of September
7th and 8th. Classmates are invited
to mix and mingle at Grotto Pizza
Grand Slam Deck at Harveys Lake
on Friday, September 7th, from 710pm. On Saturday, September 8th
a Reunion Evening will take place
at the Irem Country Club, from 6-11
pm. The cost for the Saturday get
together is $49 per person, payable
to Charlotte Farley Gelb, and the
deadline for reservations is August
1, 2018. A 50th Reunion Booklet
is being compiled and all classmates
are encouraged to submit a page to
lfmess@msn.com. Classmates are
directed to Reunion information
on Facebook under “Dallas High
School Class of 1968”.
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Dallas Lions Club Recently Awarded Book Scholarships Kunkle Fire Company’s Annual

Golf Outing announced

The Dallas Lions Club recently honored Madalyn Arthur and Scott Williams with $500 Book Scholarships.
The Joseph C. Canfield Memorial Book Scholarships were named in honor of the longtime member of the
Lions Club who passed away in May, 2017. The awards were presented at a dinner meeting of the Club at
Leggio’s Restaurant and Pizzeria in Dallas. Canfield’s widow Peg and daughter Laura were invited guests
at the awards presentation as well as parents of the recipients.
Miss Arthur will graduate from Dallas and Mr. Williams will graduate from Holy Redeemer High School,
in June. Maddie was active in several extra-curricular activities including the Diversity Club, Knowledge
Board, Mock Trial Team and Poetry Club. She will be attending The Pennsylvania State University in the
Fall and will be pursuing a career as a food scientist/food safety specialist.
Scott was also active in several school activities including Student Council, Speech and Debate Team and
also was nationally ranked in the event “Extemporaneous Speaking.” He was captain of the Cross-Country
Team and as a Boy Scout he achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. Scott has been accepted at several large universities, including Notre Dame and locally at King’s College. He is planning to be a mechanical engineer.
Both recipients are picture above with Lion President Dan Corbett on the left and Joe Czarnecki, Scholarship Committee chair-person, presenting the awards.

Temporary traffic
changes in place for
the Back Mountain
Library Auction

Dallas Borough Council announces the following roads will be
marked as one way directional for
traffic on July 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th,
2018 in best interest of public safety
in association with the 72nd Annual
Back Mountain Memorial Library
Auction: Franklin Street – One Way
directional traffic from Huntsville
Road toward Main Street. Lehman
Avenue – One Way directional traffic from Machell Avenue toward
Huntsville Road. Norton Avenue
– One Way directional traffic from
Huntsville Road toward Machell
Avenue.
Please forward any questions
and/or comments to the Borough
Manager’s Office 570-675-1389.

Kunkle Fire Company’s Annual Golf Outing - Captain & Crew - to be
held Thursday, July 26th. Registration is at 11 AM and Tee-Off at Noon.
Cost is $75/person and includes entry to all events, 18 holes of golf, riding
cart, snacks, water, soda and dinner (dinner includes beer) and a chance to
win various prizes. Prizes to be awarded for longest drive and closest to
the pin as well as flight prizes. Golf attire is suggested -- collared shirts are
required by the course. Event will be held at the Irem Temple Golf Course
on Country Club Road, Dallas. To register, call 570-675-3334. Individuals or
companies interested in being a sponsor, please contact Kunkle31@epix.net
or call 570-675-3334 for additional information and/or donation form.
Hole Sponsor Categories are: Fire Chief Sponsor $250 (includes large
sized ad in golf brochure, one free week of advertisement for business or
special event on Kunkle Fire Company’s electronic billboard and two free
tickets for chicken halves at our annual bar-b-q); Fire Captain Sponsor $100
(includes medium sized ad in golf brochure); Fire Fighter Sponsor $50 (includes small sized ad in golf brochure). Door prizes donated with a value of
less than $50 will have acknowledgement in the golf brochure.
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Dallas Eagle Scout’s Project honors
and remembers our fallen heroes

Matthews Roberts (far right) stands with his proud sister and parents in
front of the Veterans Memorial on the Dallas Campus on Memorial Day:
From left: his sister Kathryn Roberts, his father Maj. Richard Roberts
(USA Ret), and his mother Mary Ann Roberts.
In November 2017, Matthew Roberts, an Eagle Scout candidate and Junior at Dallas High School, presented First Lt. Michael J. Cleary’s family
and the Dallas School Board with an idea. As his Eagle Scout project, he
wanted to build a memorial to honor and remember Dallas students and
other veterans from our community who served and gave their lives for
our country.
Through his leadership, and with the help of his fellow scouts in Troop
146, community volunteers, and financial support from community businesses, civic organizations and individual donors, the First Lt. Michael J.
Cleary Veterans Memorial was constructed on the Dallas School District
Campus. In his dedication remarks, Roberts said, “this memorial will
keep their memory and sacrifice ever present for current and future generations of students so that the importance of their service will never be
forgotten.”

Dallas High School LifeSmarts Team Lauded
For Third National Championship

Sen. Lisa Baker, R-20th, recently welcomed the three-time national champion Dallas High School
LifeSmarts Team to the state Senate. Last month, the team captured top honors at the 24th annual competition held in San Diego. Coach Kevin West accompanied team captain Matt Metzloff, who has been
part of all three championships; Raymond Perez, who has been part of two championship teams; and
first-year members Caleb Swetizer, Hannah Wolfe, and Vidhan Dhol, to the capitol. Dallas knocked
out teams from Florida, Arizona, Kansas, and Hawaii to win this year’s contest. In the picture above,
from left, are: Senator Lisa Baker, Vidhan Dhol, Hannah Wolfe, Kevin West, Raymond Perez, Caleb
Sweitzer, Matthew Metzloff, and Representative Karen Boback.

Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction
July 5th through July 8th
Huntsville Road, Dallas
Rain Date: July 9th
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Library Auction Kick-Off Dinner marks the start of 72nd annual Back Mountain Tradition
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

The kick off dinner for the Back
Mountain Memorial Library Auction was held on June 4 at The Appletree Terrace at Newberry Estates.
Guests enjoyed a wonderful meal
and got into the spirit of the event
during the evening’s mini-auction.
In addition, each auction committee
prepared a basket for the raffle held
during the evening.
This year’s auction will be held
from July 5 through July 8 with a
rain date set for July 9 if needed.
The 72nd annual event will be held
on the grounds of the library in Dallas.
Although there is always some
street parking available in the
neighborhood, visitors are strongly
encouraged to take advantage of the
free shuttle service provided by G.
Davis Buses. “Let us do the driving for you,” said Carol Warholak
Sweeney, publicity chair. “There
will be continual bus service running from the Country Club Shopping Center near Thomas’ Market.
There is plenty of parking there.”
This year there will also be a
shuttle equipped with a handicapped
accessible lift. With the various
road construction sites in the Back
Mountain this summer, the committee really hopes that visitors to the
auction will take advantage of the
shuttle service.
The Back Mountain Memorial
Library Auction is a great community event and a major source of
funding for many of the library’s activities. It serves as a nice back drop
for reunions of families, friends and
neighbors.
The grounds will open at 5 pm
and the auction block opens each
night at 6:30 pm. During the fournight event there will be a continual
flow of antiques and near antiques
including furniture, glassware, art
work and collectibles sold over the
block. Those items will be interspersed with terrific new goods like
sets of tires, a lift chair, and many
valuable gift certificates among
other great donations.
“Be sure to register for an auction number. They are good for the
whole auction,” said Karen Shuster,
who has been volunteering with the

Pictured at the annual Auction Kick Off dinner, from left, are Vanessa
Botzman, Fina Marie Pecchia, and dinner co-chairs Madeline Hughes
and Maureen Leahigh.

Photo left: Scott and Karen Shuster enjoyed their annual visit to
the Library Auction Kick Off
Dinner.

auction for many years. “The auction is just such a tradition. Just
please come so we can keep that
tradition going.”
The auction offers something for
everybody and for all age groups.
Bidtime Stories, the Children’s Activities and the Toy Tent operated
by Boy Scout Troop 281 are perfect places for children. There will
be tents filled with odds and ends,
beautiful linens, gently used jewelry
and purses, and plants. You will be
able to shop for all types of books
in both the Book Tent and inside the
Slightly Read Bookshop.
Food vendors will offer pizza, ice
cream, pierogies, specialty nuts, and
root beer floats. Chef John Hudak is
running the main food building this
year where you can find hot dogs,
hamburgers and some new specialties.
Make your plans now to eat well,
shop for just about anything, spend
time with family and friends, all
while supporting the Back Mountain Memorial Library.

You can still buy raffle tickets at the library for this quilt made and
donated by Leslie Horoshko. Standing in front of the quilt, from left,
are 2018 Auction Co-chairman Bill Peiffer, Publicity Chair Carol Warholak Sweeney, Auction Co-chair Pat Peiffer and Leslie Horoshko.

Community News • July 2018 • Page 7

Ballet is all about focus, dedication, discipline and how to work together
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

Julie Degnan started dancing
at the age of three and is now a
professional ballerina. Her parents
Peter and Kristin Degnan danced
with many ballet companies before
starting the Degnan Ballet Center
in 1983 in Wilkes-Barre. “They
wanted to bring real, true classic
ballet here,” said Julie, whose father
passed away before she turned six.
“Mom kept the school running. She
really is my hero.”
Julie graduated from LakeLehman High School in 2011. She
danced all through those school
years but participated in more rigorous training programs each summer. “Every summer since I was
twelve, mom sent me to summer intensive programs so I could get the
best training,” said Julie. “I danced
with Boston Ballet and twice with
the American Ballet Theater in New
York which is one of the best in the
world.”
Julie was accepted into King’s
College and decided to study to

become a physician’s assistant. She
did very well in her science classes
but knew something was missing. “I
am very fortunate because my stepfather is Alan Boonin, a physician,”
said Julie. “He has a love of the sciences but also a passion for the theater. He told me that if I ever wanted
to dance, I should do it now.”
So, with her parents’ blessings and encouragement, Julie left
King’s and went back to ballet at
the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. While there she trained and
performed with the second company of the Pennsylvania Ballet and
continued with summer intensive
programs. “The most important
summer intensive program I did
was with one of the best companies
in the world,” said Julie of her training with the Estonia National Opera and Ballet. “I performed a solo
variation in their Gala in their home
theater. My parents even came to
watch me perform there.”
During the summer after her
junior year in college, she took an
intensive program with the second
company of the Nashville Ballet
where she performed so well that

they offered her a job. “I was fortunate because I was able to transfer
all of my credits from King’s to the
University of the Arts,” said Julie.
“UA considered dancing professionally as an internship program
so I was able to accept the offer and
also graduate with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree.”
Julie had an incredible experience
with the Nashville Ballet. Like all
dancers, she is still moving up and
advancing her career. After leaving
Nashville, she worked with the Ballet Theater of Maryland where she
met her boyfriend Ruben Suarez.
The two dancers, who will soon be
moving to New York City to train
and audition, recently performed as
guest artists in “Snow White” and
“Swan Lake Act 2” for The Degnan
Ballet Center at Wilkes University’s
Conservatory under the direction
of Julie’s mother. Kristen Degnan
Boonin is the Director of Dance
in Wilkes University’s Division of
Performing Arts.
“Ballet is all about the discipline
and the focus,” Kristin said during a
recent rehearsal where students listened intently to the soft - spoken

Professional ballerina Julie Degnan, left, is pictured with her mother
Kristin Degnan Boonin.
teacher. “These students have class
for an hour and a half and then they
have rehearsal for the show.”
Ballet classes at the Degnan
Ballet Center are open to the public. For more information on classes
and upcoming performances, visit
their website at: www.wilkes.edu/
arts/conservatory/classes/degnanballet-center-programs.
Julie enjoyed her visit back to

the Conservatory where she was
eagerly greeted by the younger
dancers.
“It is important to me for them
to know they don’t have to become
professional dancers to benefit from
ballet training,” said Julie. “It teaches dedication, discipline and how to
work together. It also teaches humility and I feel that is an important
message.”
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Legion Logbook

The results of the Post 672 2018 election
of officers is as follows: Commander, Charles
Fleming; 2nd Vice, Will Newberry; Finance
Officer, Darlene Kupstas; Adjutant, George
Tucker; Chaplain, Rev. William Lewis; Historian, Clarence J. Michael; Sgt.-At-Arms, Edward
J. Podehl; Executive Committee (2 year term),
Carl Moyer; Home Assn. Board of Directors (3
year term), Carl Moyer; Will Newberry. Please
thank these post members for filling these imClarence J. Michael
portant positions. Joe Kelley, Ted Dymond, and
Past Commander
Dallas American
Joe Kolesar served as judges of the election.
Legion, Post 672
Flag Day was celebrated on June 14, 2018,
and our Legion and again sponsored the “burning of used and tattered flags”. Boy Scout troop 281 assisted in this endeavor. The Legion POST has a mailbox in the front where people can
place flags that need to be burned. Please do not place any flags in your
garbage container. Burning is the proper disposition.
With some controversy, mainly the NFL, surrounding the standing for
our flag, I would like to delineate some cogent facts. Flag Day celebrates
the adoption of the flag of the United States on June 14, 1777. White stands
for purity and innocence; red stands for hardness and valour (many think
it stands for the blood that has been shed in defense of our country); blue
stands for vigilance, perseverance and justice. 50 stars stand for the fifty
states of the union and 13 stripes stand for the original 13 states. Our flag
stands for freedom and democracy. It represents the unity of America, our
common cause, and the hope for a better tomorrow. Our veterans who have
sacrificed so much for our country, proudly stand and salute as “old glory”
passes by. Remember this symbolism when you are called upon to stand as
the Star Spangled Banner is played.
On May 7 our Post honored our youthful award winners. At this time
of the year with many activities occurring, there are always conflicts. However, we had a good attendance of students and parents at this annual event.
Legion members present were Commander Art Parks, Adjutant George
Tucker, Charles Fleming (incoming Commander), Joe Kelley, and Finance
Officer Darlene Kupstas. As chairman of the youth programs I emceed and
handed out the awards. Commander Parks welcomed everyone, the Pledge
of Allegiance was recited, and God Bless America was sung. Essay winners
were Olivia Zabllocky, Madison Klopp, and Grace Ciaccia. Oratorical winners were Issa Dahdal and Joe Ciaccia who received some special awards
for participating in the Oratorical for three years. The $1,000 Scholarship
winners were Joe Ciaccia, Taylor Grey, and Corbyn Bogart. Past scholarship winners who completed their first year of college successfully and received $500 checks were Carolyn Kerkowski and Jonathon Scintilla. Those
who were unable to attend should call the Post or myself to pick up their
awards. Refreshments were served. The National American Legion and the
Pennsylvania American Legion sponsor many activities for the youth of our
nation. Many monetary awards help students and their families with the
rising college tuitions.
The Post will meet on July 3 at 7:30 P.M. to certify the election results.
Congratulations to our Past Commander Art Parks for a job well-done, and
a hearty welcome to our new Commander Charles Fleming who has been
an active member for a long period of time.
ENJOY THE SUMMER. GOD BLESS AMERICA!!

Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction
On the grounds
of the Library
Huntsville Road, Dallas
July 5th through July 8th

Trinity Learning Center students learn about sun safety

Trinity Learning Center kicked off the first week of Summer Camp learning about sun safety. A representative of Geisinger gave a fun presentation on the importance of protecting your skin from the sun. Above are
some of the children that participated.

Greta Ketchner and Emma Oley Receive Book Scholarship

Greta Ketchner and Emma Oley,
Dallas Senior High School graduates,
have earned the Linda Akers Memorial Book Scholarship. The award
is given to a member of a United
Methodist Church who is a graduate
of Dallas Senior High School.
Greta Ketchner, a 2017 graduate,
is currently attending the University
of Hartford and is studying prosthetics and orthotics.
Emma Oley is a 2018 graduate
and will be attending Susquehanna
University where she will study biology and chemistry.
The scholarship committee
members are Rev. Craig C. Gommer, Dallas United Methodist Church; Owen Faut, Trucksville United Methodist
Church; and James D. Welch, Dallas United Methodist Church. Pictured from the left are: James D. Welch, Emma
Oley, Greta Ketchner, and Rev. Craig C. Gommer.
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Deadline to Apply for Property Tax,
Rent Rebate Program Extended

The deadline to apply for the state’s 2017 Property Tax/Rent Rebate
program has been extended from June 30 to Dec. 31, according to Rep.
Tarah Toohil (R-Luzerne). Eligible participants can receive a rebate of up
to $650 based on their rent or property taxes paid during 2017. The program
benefits eligible Pennsylvanians who are 65 years or older, widows and
widowers 50 years or older, and those 18 years or older with disabilities.
Income eligibility limits for homeowners are set at the following levels,
excluding 50 percent of Social Security, Supplemental Security Income and
Railroad Retirement Tier 1 benefits: $0 to $8,000, maximum $650 rebate
(homeowners and renters). $8,001 to $15,000, maximum $500 rebate (homeowners and renters). $15,001 to $18,000, maximum $300 rebate (homeowners only). $18,001 to $35,000, maximum $250 rebate (homeowners
only). Residents are reminded that they need not pay a private entity for
assistance in filing the forms. Copies of the forms, as well as assistance
with filing them, are available at Toohil’s district office at no cost. Applicants should be prepared to provide all the necessary income, property tax
or rental information required to process claims quickly and accurately.
For additional information or assistance, contact Toohil’s district office at
(570) 453-1344, or visit her website at www.RepToohil.com.
Claimants who already applied for their rebates may check the status
of claims online at www.revenue.pa.gov or by calling, toll-free, 1-888-PATAXES. The Property Tax/Rent Rebate program is one of many initiatives
supported by the Pennsylvania Lottery.

Daddow Isaacs Inc. American Legion Post 672 made donation
to the Wilkes-Barre VA Community Center Fund

Daddow Isaacs Inc., American Legion Post 672, Dallas, recently gave a check for $2000 to the District 12
American Legion Luzerne County, Wilkes-Barre VA Community Center Fund. The fund is use to support
the Veteran’s who are in the VA Community Center. Receiver of the Check was W.B. V.A. Community Center, District 12, Deputy Representative Nicole Guest. Standing from left to right are: Officers From Post
672, Richard Malak, Nathan Jacoby, John M. Emil, Sr., Nicole Guest Dist. 12 A. L. Deputy Rep. Post 672,
Darlene Kupstas, Finance Officer Post 672, Cdr. Art Parks Post 672, Joseph Kelley, Charles Fleming and
George Tucker.
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Dallas American Legion Post 672 held their annual student awards night Lake-Lehman
Daddow-Isaacs Dallas Amerisports physicals
can Legion Post 672 held their annual student awards night featuring
announced
oratorical, essay, and scholarship
winners.
Commander Art Parks welcomed
everyone. Clarence J. Michael emceed the program and handed out
the awards. Essay winners were
Olivia Zablocky, Madison Klopp,
and Grace Ciaccia.
Oratorical winners were Joe Ciaccia and Issa Dahdal.
Scholarship winners were Joe
Ciaccia, Taylor Grey, and Corbyn
Bogart. Medals, monetary rewards,
and certificates were awarded. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited
and God Bless America was sung.
Refreshments were served to all in
attendance. Some students were
unable to attend due to conflicts, but
they will be contacted to make arrangements to receive their awards. Shown above, front row are: Corbyn Bogart, Madison Klopp, Issa Dahdal, Caroline Kerkowski, and John Scintilla.
Standing behind are: Clarence J. Michael, Chairman; Darlene Kupstas, Finance Secretary; Art Parks, Commander; Charlie Fleming, (incoming Commander); George Tucker, Adjutant; Joe Kelley, District 12 Treasurer.

Sport physicals for all seasons,
2018-2019 school year for Junior/
Senior High School. Physicals are
offered once yearly for all sports.
Physicals will be conducted in the
Nurse’s Office at the Junior/Senior
high school building.
July 17 - 9:00 am., all girls in
grades 10, 11 and 12. July 19 - 9:00
am., all boys in grades 10, 11 and
12. July 25 - 9:00 am., all girls in
grades 7, 8 and 9. July 26 - 9:00
am., all boys in grades 7, 8 and 9.
There are no make-up exam
dates. The PIAA sport physical
forms can be picked up in the Main
Office, Nurse’s Office or on the
Lake-Lehman website.
All forms must be signed by the
parent or legal guardian prior to the
exam.

Wyoming Valley Civil War Round
Table plans meeting

The Wyoming Valley Civil War Round Table will meet on Thursday,
July 12 at 7:00 pm., in the lower level of the Daddow-Issacs Dallas American Legion, 730 Memorial Highway, Dallas. The program for the evening is
entitled, “Bible, Bullets and Bucktails” and will be presented by Pastor John
Lee as Civil War Chaplain William M. McCormick, 150 P.VI Bucktail.
Pastor Lee is an Air Force Veteran of Vietnam and a retired United Methodist Pastor and still preaches when needed. During 25 years of active and
retired ministry, Pastor Lee has preached many sermons as his alter ego,
Bucktail Chaplain William McCormick.
The program is open to the public. A $3 donation will be accepted for
non-members. New members are always welcome. For more information
call John at 570-675-8936.
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Local scout recently fulfilled the News from the Back Mountain Memorial Library
at last for the Library Auc- children are exploring all kinds of Sign up and enjoy this book before
requirements for his Bear Badge tion!TimeCome
for New Goods, old music, as well as learning about such you see the movie version this fall.

Local scout, Gregori Zurek, recently
fulfilled the requirements for his Bear
Badge and advancement into the Webelos, by building and
donating a bird feeder
to the Prince of Peace
Episcopal Church in
Dallas.
Gregori’s plan for
the feeder was inspired by the look of
his church, from the
shape of the windows
to the red front doors.
It took Gregori and
his dad, Edward,
about 6 hours to build
and paint the feeder, which has been
blessed and placed
in the memorial garden area at Prince of
Peace. Pictured are: Gregori and the Reverend Joseph P Rafferty, Rector
of Prince of Peace Episcopal Church, Dallas.

goods, and everything in between,
as the booths and bidding lure shoppers to the Library grounds. Meet
friends, sample the great food offerings, and bring the kids to enjoy
the Bid-Time events being held in
the Children’s Room. The fun starts
Thursday, July 5, and wraps up Sunday, July 8. Times are 4:00 to midnight with bidding starting at 6:30,
and raindate is Monday, July 9.
Due to the upcoming closure
of Hildebrandt Road, this year’s
Farmers’ Market will be held at a
new venue. Please watch for the announcement of the new site.
The Take the Stage theater group
will be presenting “Snow White”
July 20 and 21 as part of their “Theater on the Auction Block” summer
series. The performance starts at 6
PM, at the Library.
Be sure to take advantage of the
many Summer Reading programs
scheduled throughout the summer.
With the theme “Libraries Rock!”,

diverse topics as baking, bike safety,
dragons, sewing, and Dutch culture.
Keep your child’s brain sharp over
the summer and call to sign up for
these exciting programs.
Readers aged 9 through 12 can
still sign up for the “Donuts and Discussion” sessions, which kicks off
Tuesday, July 12. Read the selected
book and discuss it over donuts
with other tweens. Call the Library
to sign up. Special Prize: any reader
who completes the whole series of
four sessions can choose a book to
add to the Library collection, in his
or her honor!
A special Teen book discussion
for ages 13 to 18 will be held
Thursday, July 26 at 6:30. They
will be reading “To All the Boys
I’ve Loved Before” by Jenny Han.

Local reporter Eileen Godin will
host a program for middle school
children who may be interested
in news gathering and reporting.
“Journalism 101” will be held
Thursday, July 26 at 6:30, concentrating on newswriting basics. Call
to sign up.
News & Notices: The Library
will be closed for Independence Day
Wednesday, July 4th. Be aware that
we also close at 12:30 during the
days of the Auction.
For more information, contact
us at 570-675-1182, and find so
much more on our website at www.
backmountainlibrary.org.
See you at the auction, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July
5th through July 8th, Huntsville
Road, Dallas.
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Rotary Youth Exchange student bound for Argentina

Kelly Young, a Dallas High School senior, will leave for Argentina in August as a participant in the Rotary
Youth Exchange Program. She will be sponsored by the Rotary Club of Dallas. Kelly is already a world traveler having been adopted at the age of only 14 months from China. Her proud parents, Tim and Judy Young,
are supportive and excited to have their daughter experience different cultures and different languages. She
will live for a year in the province of Buenos Aires and the city of La Plata. “I am a little apprehensive to be
gone for a year, but eager to learn more about the world. I will miss my friends, but they say they expected
me to take advantage of this opportunity.” She sees her future in international relations and languages.
For more information about this program and its opportunities for students, please contact Melissa Saxon,
Rotary Club Youth Exchange Officer, at 570-852-9591; e-mail: msaxonyeo@gmail.com. Above from left are:
Tim Young, Judy Young, Kelly Young, Melissa Saxon, Dallas Rotary Club President Kim Reynolds.
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Clothes Closet to
Men’s Breakfast
Dallas Rotary grateful for support Grief Support
A Grief Support Group is avail- Group meets weekly Re-Open
from the community
able at River of Life Fellowship
Clothes Closet is now open on
The Back Mountain Men’s
The members of the Dallas Rotary wish to thank our many friends and
neighbors who supported our 6th annual Wine and Dine Festival at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds on June 23rd. Along with our Golf Tournament
at the Irem Country Club on September 17th, this fundraiser helps support
our many projects and programs for children and adults in our community.
Rotary is about leadership and compassion, an opportunity to give back, fellowship and making new friends, and family oriented projects and events.
Next year’s Wine and Dine Festival will be on June 22, 2019.

Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman, on an as-needed basis. If you
need help, or just someone to talk
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for
further information.

Ecumenical Group meets at the
Irem Country Club for their weekly
breakfast meetings at 8:00 a.m. on
Thursdays. All men are welcome
to join the group.

the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each
month. The clothes closet is located
at The River of Life Fellowship
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman. For details call 570-675-8109.
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Schools end art contest winners announced
Local young artists were recently honored for their artistic excellence. The students in Kindergarten
through grade 6 recently exhibited
their best artwork at the School’s
End Exhibit at Sue Hand’s Imagery,
Dallas.
Ribbons of Artistic Excellence
were awarded to outstanding artwork on each grade level, Kindergarten to grade 3. Students in grades
4-6 competed for first, second, and
third place ribbons in each category
on each grade level. Best of Grade
Level rosettes were awarded on
grade levels 1-6, as well as special
awards which were judged across
grade levels for Best Still Life, Best
Landscape, Best Seascape, etc. The
students study under the direction of
award winning artist Sue Hand. For
information on art classes, visit suehand.com or call 570-675-5094.
Exhibiting artists included:
Danny Boich, Harper Coursen,
Eli Daney, Anna Dorofeeva, Yana
Dorofeeva, Savina Evanosky, Kirsten Finarelli, Serina Florencio, Grant
Gauntlett, Lexie Gauntlett, Sarah
Gauntlett, Maya Gross, Chase Harris, Preston Harris, Ashley Hudak,
Kaya Koflanovich, Andrew Lisman, Lindsay Matinas, Ishan Mukul, Caroline Pitarra, Gina Pugliese,
Jonathan Sassi, Grace Shepherd,
Sarah Snowdon, Julianna Sobocinski, Audrey Stambaugh, Keerstyn
Tabor, Aubrey Templeton, Orleana
Templeton, Sophia Tomasino, Braylee Walsh, and Amelia Williams

Wycallis Elementary, front row: Chase Harris, Preston Harris, Harper Coursen, Danny Boich. Behind are:
Keerstyn Tabor, Andrew Lisman, Eli Daney, Maya Gross, Ishan Mukul, and Lindsay Matinas.

Dallas Elementary, front row: Aubrey Templeton, Sarah Snowdon, Orleana Templeton, Guna Pugliese. Behind are: Anna Dorofeeva, Serina
Florencio, Yana Dorofeeva, and Julianna Sobocinski.

Flea, Craft and
Vendor Sale

A sale is planned for Friday, July
27, at the Dallas Chapter Eastern
Star Hall, 15 Foster Street, Dallas,
(behind CVS Drugstore) from 9:00
to 3:00 - Rain or Shine - Inside and
Outside Venders.
Come out do some shopping
& enjoy lunch with a friend. Eastern
Star members will be serving lunch
– Whimpies, Hot Dogs, Haluski
& Desserts. “Our Famous Welsh
Cookies” will be for sale & they
freeze well.
For information call Dianne
Corby at 570-675-4893. Mark your
calendar for Friday, August 24, for
our next Flea, Craft and Vendor
sale.

Lake-Lehman students above are: Ashley Hudak, Sophia Tomasino,
Grace Shepherd, and Audrey Stambaugh.
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Memorial Walk recently held to honor Dallas School District’s
Music Teacher, Harold Hoover
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

Teachers and support staff in the
Dallas School District held a memorial walk for the recently deceased
Harold Hoover who taught music
at the Dallas Elementary School for
35 years.
The Hoover Hike was open
throughout the day for students in all
of the district schools. Participants
walked or ran around the middle
school track and dropped donations
into a drum at the end of each lap.
Members of the community joined
in the event in the early evening.
“Harold was an amazing friend.
The kids loved him as a music
teacher so we wanted them to be
involved,” said Betsy Jerome, the
guidance counselor at Dallas Elementary who worked with Mr.
Hoover for 20 years. “This was a
way for the staff to honor his memory.”
The funds raised during the event
will be used for a scholarship awarded to a graduating senior who plans
to study music. “He taught over 600
students every year for 35 years,”
said Dallas third grade teacher Regan Palfey who organized much of
the event. “We wanted to involve all
of the schools and the community
because we knew he touched the
lives of so many people.”

Some of the teachers and support staff who helped at the Hoover Hike,
in front, from left, are Dallas first grade teacher Barb Brandt, Wycallis
Elementary School music teacher Deborah Pike and DES Guidance
Counselor Betsy Jerome. In rear are DES third grade teacher Regan
Palfey, who organized the event, and DES first grade teachers Jenelle
O’Brien, Sandy McGrady and Jenny Derr.

Dressed in their matching Dallas Mountaineer shirts, from left, are Zack
Snyder, Aubrey Templeton, Teddy Bray and Orleana Templeton.

Photo right: These first graders are all smiles during
their hike. From left are Jesse Berlew, Logan Dalton
and James Rokas.

Lily Milazzo, left, and Ava Knorr dropped their dona- Friends Caiden Kulp and Lilly Morse are pictured
tions into the drum set up on the middle school track. during their hike to honor Harold Hoover.
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Dallas Rotary Club recently held its annual Wine and Dine Festival
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

The Dallas Rotary Club held
its annual Wine and Dine Festival
on June 23 at the Luzerne County
Fairgrounds.
Local and state wineries were
joined by several from out of state in
offering samples of their many fine
products. Those in attendance were
treated to musical entertainment by
Big Daddy Dex, Iron Cowboy and
Flaxy Morgan. There was also a
variety of food available along with
craft and jewelry vendors.
Mark your calendar, next year
Dallas Rotary Club is planning their
annual Wine and Dine Festival for
June 22, 2019.
Dallas Rotary welcomes new
members. For information visit
their Facebook page.

Dallas Rotary members helping with parking for the Wine and Dine
Festival, from left, are Ted Horn, John Doerfler, Harrison Wick, Paul
Saxon and Randy Loyd.
Volunteers selling tickets and helping at the entrance to the Rotary
event, from left, are John Rhoads, Debbie Martin, Marian DeAngelis
and Nick Stredny.

Pictured at the Dallas Rotary Club’s Wine and Dine Festival, from left
are Sandy Peoples, Jan Hunt and Jerry Reisch.

Friends out for an enjoyable afternoon at the Dallas Rotary Club Wine
and Dine Festival, from left, are: Dave and Elaine Popek, and Shirley
and George Vitanovec.
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Meadows Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Facility in
Dallas recently held Market on the Pond
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

On Saturday, June 16, the Meadows Rehabilitation and Skilled
Nursing Facility in Dallas held their
annual Market on the Pond.
The event attracted shoppers looking for deals on crafts, books, toys,
and lots of other items. Proceeds
from the event supports the various
activities and events provided by the
staff and volunteers for the residents
at the Meadows.

Members of Trucksville Boy Scout Troop 155 helped set up and take
down tents for the Market on the Pond at the Meadows. From left are:
Ethan Shilanski, Dennis Dukinas, Austin Sowga, Joseph Sowga, Thomas Figura and Christian Patts.

Volunteers on hand to help with parking for the Market on the Pond at The Meadows included, from left,
Charles Kishbaugh, Gary Kirk and Chuck Healy.
Selling many items including donated kitchenware,
from left, are: Sophia Sodrosky, Rose Ann Bauer and
Marie Belasco.

Checking out the large variety of donated books on
sale at the Market on the Pond, from left, are Michael
Bednar, Sam Barbose and Alice Newell.

Bill Monk brought his granddaughter Brianna
Boyle to the Market on the Pond to look for some
special deals.
Volunteers help make the Market on the Pond a
successful fundraising event every year. From left
are: Nancy Space, Assistant Director of Volunteer
Services Amy Belles, Fran Dierolf, Cookie Fetterman and Geri Williams.
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Once Upon a Time Preschool and Kindergarten
welcomed special visitors from Hillside Farms

Once Upon a Time in Trucksville recented welcomed special visitors from Hillside Farms. The children
were able to experience the animals up close and learn more about caring for the farm animals. Above, the
children, teachers and care takers from Hillside Farm gathered for a farm, fun photo. Once Upon a Time
Preschool and Kindergarten is located at 5 Dug Road, off Carverton Road, in Trucksville.
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Celebrate Your Financial
Independence Day

Dallas HS Football Team helps the Dallas Rotary Club

By Martin A. Federici, Jr.,
CEO of MF Advisers, Inc.
& MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.
In honor of our nation’s birthday, I’d like to
say Happy Fourth of July to all our readers! In
the United States, there are certain freedoms we
are lucky to have compared to people in other nations around the world. One of those freedoms is the ability to control our
own financial situation through our hard work, brains, and/or perseverance.
Question is: how are you fairing in this very important area of life? I’ve got
a few ideas to help you celebrate your financial independence day (hopefully sooner rather than later and – if you’re there already - congratulations)!
First, how’s your budget? If you don’t have one, it’s hard to know
whether you’re succeeding or failing in your inflow/outflow game. If you
have debt, you’re raising children, planning for college and/or retirement,
you need a budget. Do yourself a favor and figure out a way to track what
you’re doing with your money (lots of options today) because your financial independence day gets here a lot sooner when you have one in place.
Second, how’s your financial plan? Much like the budget you now
have in place (you did make a budget, RIGHT?), you’ve got to figure out
what goals you’re working towards and set a dollar amount AND a time
frame to achieve said goals. Flying by the seat of your pants when paying
off debt, saving money for retirement, or saving for junior’s college fund
is NOT the ideal course of action. Why worry whether you’re on track to
meet your goals when you can track your progress and know right where
you stand? Financial independence day will never be achieved unless you
get this in place as well.
Third, work towards eliminating all bad debts, and – by bad debts – I
mean unnecessary credit card balances (think store credit cards), any loans
with high interest rates, etc. Generally speaking, debt that is considered acceptable is mortgages (if you feel you’re paying too much, you can always
look at refinancing options), student loans (if rates are too high, see advice
re: refinancing), and business loans (same applies for rates here as well).
Debt generally keeps us from achieving our financial independence day
sooner, so trying to eliminate it is one of the smartest things you can do
(debt snowball, anyone?).
If you implement (or plan to implement) these 3 financial practices into
your life (perhaps you need the right financial advisor?), you’ve just upped
your chances of reaching your financial independence day that much sooner. Be a patriotic American this year and get yourself on track to celebrate
your own financial independence day! After all, you owe it to yourself as
an American...and you’re welcome!
Find an experienced financial advisor who helps clients achieve
financial independence, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her money from
fees (NOT commissions), believes in having an abundance of investment
choices for clients, and has the heart and demeanor of a teacher, NOT a
salesperson, and chances are you’ve found the right financial advisor to
help you prepare and plan for your goals.
For more information, please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com , email
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524. About MF Advisers, Inc.
MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-only RIA firm and fiduciary based
in PA & FL specializing in 403(b)s, 529 college savings plans, wealth management, investment advice, and financial planning (including retirement
planning).
With 20+ years of licensed experience, over 10 years of professional
education, and an unwavering commitment to improving your financial
situation, MF Advisers, Inc. is the advisory firm to best serve YOU.
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIN

Coach Rich Mannello and the Dallas High School football team were on hand a few days before the Dallas
Rotary Wine & Dine Festival to help set up for the event which was held on Saturday, June 23 at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds on Rt. 118, Dallas. The proceeds from this annual event help the Dallas Rotary
fund projects and programs that support children and senior citizens in our Back Mountain community
and around the world. Shown in photo above are, first row from left: Jacob Fenske, R.J. Wren, Christian
Motley, John Betzko, Leonard Kelley, Gavin Sypniewski, Taylor Bolesta, Xander Shaner. Second row: Jack
McMullen, Sean Cuba, Logan Young, Blaine Rex, Nick Gashi, Brian Kmetz, Beaudyn Lewis, Benjamin
Fife, Matthew Maransky. Standing behind are: Coach Rich Mannello, Daniel Meuser, Matt Lukasavage,
Michael Lukasavage, Jacob Esposito, Chase Hector, Andrew Molitoris, Colin Zeiss, Evan Plank, Michael
Starbuck, Josh Balara, Zack Hill.

We’re Open!

Tradition of Artists Continues for the
72nd Annual Library Auction

The tradition of auction artists continues once again at the 72nd Annual Back Mountain Library Auction. Sue Hand has painted the auction
“in situ,” on location, for over 25 years. She will be assisted by fellow
artist, Michael Hiscox, an art teacher at Wycallis Elementary School,
who has participated for the past several years and who also teaches
with Sue at her studio during the summer months.
Joining Sue and Mike this year will be two of their art students, Caroline Stallard, a 9 th grade at Dallas High School and Sarah Gurzynski,
a 10 th grade student at Dallas High School. Both Stallard and Gurzynski won awards at the Suzanne Maria Rossetti Memorial Juried art
contest this past March. Visitors to the Auction will see the artworks
come to life, July 5, 6 and 7, the three days preceding the auction of
their paintings. All three paintings produced by the auction art team
will go over the auction block on the last evening, July 8, to raise money
in support of the Back Mountain Memorial Library. Shown in photo
above are: Caroline Stallard, Sue Hand, Michael Hiscox, and Sarah
Gurzynski.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church to Hold Annual Summerfest

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Dallas invites the community to attend the annual St. Paul Summerfest, held
on Saturday, July 28 from 11:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m. on the church grounds, 474 Yalick Road, Dallas, off Route
118. Popular area musicians Jesse & Friends will perform throughout the afternoon, and the Hi-Lites Motor Club will present its classic vehicle display from 12:00 noon-4:00 p.m., with as many as 60 vehicles to
examine.
Jesse & Friends, a five-piece band located in the Wyoming Valley, is known for its engaging worship and
praise, country, blue grass, gospel and rock and roll-influenced music. The band frequently performs at
area festivals, nursing homes and auctions. Visitors are encouraged to join the congregation for an outdoor
service at 5:30 p.m., with music provided by Jesse & Friends.
In addition, the Summerfest will host a blood drive from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. All those interested in contributing are invited to visit www.geisingerbloodcenter.org and click on “Make an Appointment” or call
1-866-996-5100. Walk-ins are also welcome. Other Summerfest attractions include opportunities to adopt a
new pet from the Luzerne County SPCA, and the Back Mountain Railroad Club, offering a display of model
trains, invite everyone to dig out their old trains from basements or attics and run them on the club’s test
track. In addition, Young’s Funny Farm from Berwick will display their therapy animals.
A Silent Auction with themed baskets, an inflatable sports arcade and a dunk tank, children’s games, face
painting, bee keeping and ceramic art displays, bake sale, plant sale, and delicious picnic food will also be
featured. An auction of outstanding baked goods and the evening outdoor service will bring the Summerfest
to a close. For more information, contact St. Paul’s Lutheran Church at 570-675-3859 or visit www.stpaulsdallaspa.org.
Above: several Summerfest committee members gathered recently in the church with a life-sized figure
of Martin Luther; from left: Frank Mariano, Steve Thompson, committee chair; Lisa Fetterman, Karen
Mertz, Cheryl Brochious, Jeff Wilt, Connie Wilt, Pastor Charles Grube and Joe Hardisky.

To advertise in the
Back Mountain
Community News,
call Lisa at
(570) 674-7772
or email:

communitynews123@comcast.net

Read the paper online,
free of charge at:
www.communitynewsonline.net
Serving the community
for over 13 years with
All Good News ...
Where Community Matters!
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Back Mountain Bobcats Youth Football
and Cheerleading Registration

If you are 5-15 years of age (as of August 1st) and you live in any of the areas
listed below, you are eligible to play for the Back-Mountain Youth Football and
Cheerleading League!
All of Dallas School District and all of Lake-Lehman School District. Surrounding areas - Beaumont, Centermoreland, Falls, and Harveys Lake. If you
are uncertain if you can participate with the BMT. Bobcats please contact us and
we will answer any questions you may have. We have 4 levels of play / cheer:
Team - Ages 12 -14 (lightweight 15-year old’s). B-Team- Ages 10-11; C-TeamAges 8-9; D-Team- Ages 5-7.
We are a mandatory play League. Every player will play in every game. No
one gets better by sitting on the bench watching others play.
A copy of your child’s birth certificate, doctor’s release, two proofs of residency and a recent photo are required, as well as payment of the registration fee.
(Registration Fee is waived for first time registrants).
We also have a cleat/cheer shoe swap. If you have good cleats / cheer shoes
that your child has outgrown, bring them along. Another family may be able
to use them. If you need a pair- look through our inventory of like new cleats /
shoes. For more information go to www.backmountainbobcats.com or call:
(Football) Joe Blaine, 570- 574-0286; Dan Anderson, 570-881-5201. (Cheer)
Selma Kinney, 570-954-0396.

Bridal Buzz & Amore

I have been involved in the wedding industry for 30
years. I can remember designing jewelry with my newborn
son on my lap. When a bride requested a specific look for
her wedding jewelry she brought in a magazine and circled
the styles that she liked. That was then, and this is now.
About 16 years ago technology started to grow. I am fascinated how digital and social media has impacted every industry, and the wedding business is no exception. Pinterest,
facebook and etsy are popular sites that help brides in planning their weddings. Another interesting fact is that due to technology, couples
are able to sync registries from other stores. MyRegistry is the site that does
this. Each year in the United States, about 2.5 million people get married. Now
I am able to work with a bride via the internet through emails and texts. This has
definitely expanded my customer base.
I sell to customers all over the United States. The internet has changed
how brides find inspiration, a venue, and local wedding vendors. Most brides
download wedding planning apps to their phone. Since time is a precious commodity, couples can find most of what they need for their wedding with the
click of a button.
I was reading about a streaming service called Periscope. Couples can
stream their big day for those who couldn’t be there in person. They can then
use a service like Katch.me to save this stream and make it available online for
others. (Gosh do I feel OLD) As you can see, technology has made planning
for a wedding a lot easier for couples. It also helps me, as I can create the exact
look that a bride wants for her veil, headpiece and jewelry for herself and the
bridal party. That is because when a bride comes into my store, she has done all
her research online and found the looks that she wants for her perfect wedding.
All that we need to do is find the right colors to match the color scheme.
We have expanded our line of engravable gifts for the groom and the wedding party. We also offer engravable gifts for any occasion, including birthdays,
friendships, or just because you want to say “thank you” to someone.
Now that school is over for the summer, I want to remind you that we conduct beading parties. What a great way to have your children spend an hour or
two of creative time designing a bracelet and earrings. Call for
details.
When you drive by Bridal Trinkets, which is located behind Burger King
in Shavertown, you will see colorful one size fits all dresses hanging in front.
They are perfect for the hot days of summer, and are great as a bathing suit
cover. Stop in and try one on. I will make earrings to match any dress for just
$5.00. For more information, please call 570-675-3105.
Until next month, spread smiles and positive energy. Mary

Patterson Grove
150th Celebration

Patterson Grove Campmeeting,
1128 Bethel Hill Rd, Shickshinny,
announces their 150th Campmeeting, July 22 – August 5, 2018.
Evangelists for the evening services
at 7:15pm. Will be Rev. Jon Tal
Murphree, Rev. Michael Pope, Rd.
Daniel Dennis, Rev. John Shypulefski, and Rev. Jay Saxe. Keynote
speaker for Sunday, July 22, will be
Bishop Jeremiah Park of the U.M.
Susquehanna Conference.
Special activities planned for the
first week of the 150th celebration begin with a walking parade
and “Through the Decades Hymn
Sing,” Sunday, July 22, 2:00pm.
“Christmas” activities on July 29
will include a Victorian Tea for the
ladies at 1:30pm, a special “Christmas” service at 7:15pm under the
direction of Rev. David Duty, Worship Leader, and scenes from “A
Christmas Carol” after the service,
led by Mrs. Tina Woodward, assistant Sr. Youth leader. A youth pizza
party, program and concert is scheduled on Friday, July 27, beginning
at 5:30pm. A men’s beard contest is
Saturday, July 28, 2:00pm.
Celebration special activities from
July 29 – August 5 will include a
pastors’ luncheon at noon and a
children’s parade and magic show at
2:30pm on July 31. “Easter” activities on August 1 will be a Via Dolorosa reenactment at 2:00pm, a Seder
meal at 5:00pm, and an area community choir for the evening service
that night. Olympics for children
and adults will be on August 2. The
“Golden Scoop Ice Cream Festival”
will be on Saturday, August 4, 1:004:00pm with celebrity judges, ticket
holder People’s Choice judges, and
entertainment. Ice cream vendors
will compete for cash prizes and
golden ice cream scoops. Join the
group for the entire Bible to be read
in less than two hours on August 5,
2:00pm. The grand celebration will
conclude with the annual March to
Zion after the evening service on
Sunday, August 5.
The public is invited to all events
and services. For more information
or a brochure go to www.pattersongrove150years.org or www.pattersongrove.org.

Expires July 31, 2018
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Trucksville Volunteer Fire Company celebrated 100 years of service
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

Trucksville Volunteer Fire Company celebrated 100 years of service
to the community during the first
weekend in June.
The two day event was held at
the corner of Dug and Carverton
Roads and featured a large inflatable slide and bounce house for the
children, live music both nights,
and a variety of picnic foods and
craft vendors. A Firemen’s Parade
was held on Saturday afternoon.
Engines, tankers, and all sorts of
old and new rescue vehicles from
many different fire and rescue companies paraded up Carverton Road.
Prizes were awarded in a variety of
categories. In addition, Pizza Paul
Adamchick treated the community
to a fireworks display during the
celebration.

Two month old Dawson Burrows got his first taste of
ice cream at the Centennial Celebration. He is pictured
Directing traffic for the Centennial Celebra- with his family, Dakota Burrows, left, Cindy Rhoades,
tion for Trucksville Volunteer Fire Company Dylan Rhoades, and Hailee Rhoades Burrows.
were Officer Arnold Brodhead, left, and Fire
Police LT Robert Adams.

Photo right: Riley Oremus was
the good sport who volunteered
for the first shift as dunk tank victim. She is pictured with Autumn
Mead, left, Jenn Hawk, right, and
Steve Strumski.

Friends Marlee Letoski, left, and Hannah Wolfe stopped by the event to enjoy
Some of the many volunteers involved with Trucksville Volunteer some ice cream.
Fire Company pictured, from left, are: Rachael Sarley, Nancy
Nichols, Kelsey Panagakos, James Dunstan, Steven Derhammer
Jr., Brittany Harris, Tiffany Timmons, George Tucker and Sandy
Dzury.

FREE Wi-Fi

Mr. P’s Potato Pancakes was one of the food vendors for the
event. From left are James Starosta, Michael Thompson, Olivemae Medley Lewis, Brandon Gronel, and Thomas Hircock.

Sophie and Audrey Schattenberg were
all ready for some face painting at the
Centennial Celebration. They attended the community event with Danielle
Ghingold.
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