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Jessica Allen, Dallas, recently celebrated her 10th birthday at Sky Zone Scranton and in lieu of gifts, 
Jessica requested donations for Blue Chip Farms Animal Rescue in Dallas.  She delivered the donations 
of cat food, pet toys, cash and gift certificates from Hoof ‘n Paws to Marge Bart, director of Blue Chip.
Shown in photo above are: Marge Bart, Blue Chip Farms Animal Rescue and Jessica Allen with one of 
her special donations to the Rescue. Jessica is the daughter of Dan and Susan Allen, Dallas.

Birthday Girl Donates Gifts to Blue Chip Farms

Kindergarten students treated family and friends
to a Thanksgiving program
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Baker Offers 
Scholarship for 
Military Academy
       High school seniors who reside in 
the 20th Senatorial District are encour-
aged to apply for a $12,000 annual 
legislative scholarship to attend the 
Valley Forge Military College, Sen. 
Lisa Baker has announced.
      One candidate from the district is 
selected annually to participate in the 
Valley Forge Military College Legis-
lative Appointment Initiative.  A se-
lection committee comprised of local 
military and educational leaders will 
select the scholarship recipient.  Each 
winner will receive guaranteed admis-
sion and a partial scholarship for up to 
two years.  
      “Any student with a strong charac-
ter, academic record and commitment 
to service can apply for the appoint-
ment,” Baker explained.  “If scholar-
ship students continue on to a service 
academy, they will be able to obtain a 
top-notch college education at virtu-
ally no cost to the student.”
       Scholarship applicants must have 
earned a minimum SAT score of 1,000 
and an overall GPA of 2.5 or higher on 
a 4.0 scale.  They should also be ac-
tive in sports or other extracurricular 
activities and exhibit leadership skills, 
good character, and a service-oriented 
commitment.
     Applications are due by February 
1, 2015. Copies of an applicant’s high 
school transcript, along with ACT or 
SAT scores, are also required to apply 
for the scholarship.  For an applica-
tion or additional information, please 
email Diane McNaughton at dmmc-
naughton@pasen.gov, or call 717-
787-7428.  

Boback Announces 
District Outreach for 
December
     In an effort to address questions and 
concerns of residents of the 117th Leg-
islative District, Rep. Karen Boback 
(R-Columbia/Luzerne/Wyoming) to-
day announced her legislative and vet-
erans outreach hours for the month of 
December. “These services are offered 
in addition to my regular office hours,” 
Boback said.  “They’re a great resource 
for veterans and constituents who have 
questions about federal issues.”
      Boback will also host veterans’ as-
sistance hours at her Dallas district of-
fice on Tuesday, Dec. 16, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 
     For more legislative information, 
visit Boback’s website at RepBoback.
com.

Turchins Knight Before Christmas 
Wrestling Tournament announced
       Turchins Knight Before Christmas Wrestling Tournament will be held De-
cember 20, 2014 at Lake-Lehman High School.  The tournament is a 5 man round 
robin.  
       Registration is available online at http://www.pywrestling.com or mail LLHW 
Booster Club, 1305 Meeker Road, Dallas, PA ($25.00). Tournament start time - 
9:00 a.m.  Skin and Nail check at 8:30 a.m.  Tournament will not be rescheduled 
due to weather, therefore, no refunds after 12/13/14.  NO Walk In’s  Spectator 
Admission: Adults: $5.00 and Students $3.00.
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Annual Homespun Holiday Craft Show sponsored by Arts at Hayfield was held recently in Lehman
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

    The annual Homespun Holiday 
Crafts Show sponsored by the 
Arts at Hayfield was held on the 
Penn State Wilkes-Barre campus 
in Lehman on November 2. More 
than 100 vendors were on hand to 
sell hand crafted items including 
jewelry, wreaths, honey, holiday 
items and clothing. 
       One local vendor, Ewe and 
I Farm, had a large display of 
homespun wool items, like socks, 
scarves and hats for sale. “We use 
the wool from the sheep we raise 
on the farm,” said Myrtle Cham-
berlain. “In fact, most of the hats 
are labeled so you know the name 
of    the    sheep    it   came   from.

Sometimes, we dye some of our 
wool, but usually it is just the natu-
ral color right from the sheep.” 
       Ewe and I Farm is part of 
Lehman Nursery and more infor-
mation, pictures, and sale prices 
can be found on the Facebook page 
for Lehman Nursery.
      Another long-time vendor at the 
Homespun Holiday Craft Show is 
Rita Busch who recently opened a 
new store on the Memorial High-
way. Rita was selling some of her 
beautiful handcrafted holiday dec-
orations and gift baskets. These are 
available at Bountiful Gifts where 
you can also sign up for a “Friends 
Around the Easel” paint and sip 
party. If you bring your own wine, 
Rita provides everything else you 
need for a fun and artistic time. Ri-
ta’s  Facebook  page can be  found 

Mary Ann Kwak, left, of Shavertown, stopped to check out 
some of the lovely holiday gifts and decorations made by 
Rita Busch, right. These items are also available at her store 
Bountiful Gifts.

Visiting one of their favorite craft shows 
are, from left, LeighAnn and Leah Amico, 
and Stacia Amico Arnaud, with her son 
Sheldon.

at www.facebook.com/FriendsA-
roundtheEasel. 
     The Homespun Holiday Craft 
Show  provides   funding   for  the

Tassie Perlis, of Lake Silkworth, attend-
ed the Arts at Hayfield event with her 
daughter and granddaughter Shelene 
and Gracie James.

$1000  award  granted  to students 
with exceptional academic and ar 
tistic    talent.   In    addition,     the

Myrtle, left, and Brenda Chamberlain were spinning wool from 
the sheep raised on the Ewe & I Farm at Lehman Nursery.

Arts at Hayfield provides sup-
port for other artistic and cultural 
events on campus.

Photo right: Tracy and Patrick Stanley 
of Harvey’s Lake brought their children 
Cadence and Brayer to the craft show at 
Penn State.



     A team of 25 faculty and staff mem-
bers at Penn State Wilkes-Barre are 
taking part in Penn State University’s 
annual Wellness Walk.  For six weeks, 
Penn State Wilkes-Barre’s walking 
team will attempt to collectively cover 
enough miles walking or running 
throughout the Wyoming Valley to 
make it all the way to the Great Wall 
of China which is approximately 6,805 
miles away from State College.  
     Pictured in photo from left, front 
row are: Gail Stevens, Sandra Race, 
Michelle Yaple, Marilyn Olenick, and 
Karen Brace-Hodle. Back row are: 
Karen Ford, Denise Belles, Patricia 
Staskiel, Stephanie Andaloro, Karen 
Winters, and Ann Brennan. Team 
Members Not Pictured: Patricia Arcangeli, Suzanne Attanasio, Charles Davis, Ellen Gregorio, Leslie Livingstone, 
Albert Lozano, Carol Scheff, Dave Scheff, Adam Sutliff, Jacqueline Warnick-Piatt, and Rachel Rybicki.
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Back Mountain Community 
News is Online ~Read

Free of Charge at:  
www.communitynewsonline.net 

Winter Parking 
in Dallas Twp.
         Except in locations whereby 
ordinance prohibitations against 
vehicular parking are more restric-
tive, vehicular parking on Township 
roads is prohibited now through 
April 30, between the hours of 
6:00PM and 6:00 AM. 
    Violators shall be subjected to a 
fine of $15.00 for the first offense 
and $25.00 for the second offense.

Penn State Wilkes-Barre plans annual Wellness WalkLearning Center children donate food 
for the holidays

This is the 11th year that the children, parents, grandparents and 
teachers at the Trinity Learning Center, Irem Road, Dallas have held 
their annual “Season of Thanksgiving Food Drive.”  The children 
gathered more than 110 pounds of food which was delivered to the 
Back Mountain Food Pantry to help with the estimated 200 Thanks-
giving baskets which were provided for families in the Back Moun-
tain this year.      In photo are, from left:  Michael Vigloni, Conall Hall, 
Hunter Carpenter, Iva Kukosky, Molly Loftus, Carley Knorr.

Dallas Borough 
Winter Parking,  
Snow Removal
     Please be reminded of the follow-
ing winter parking and snow removal 
regulations for Dallas Borough:
    It is the duty of the owner, tenant 
or occupant of any property in Dallas 
Borough to clear the entire width of 
the sidewalks contiguous thereto of all 
snow or ice within twenty-four (24) 
hours after the cessation of any storm 
or fall of snow.      
     It is unlawful to deposit any snow 
or ice on a road or immediately next to 
a fire hydrant.        
    It is unlawful for a vehicle to stand or 
park in any Borough roadway which 
interferes with the snow plowing or ice 
removal.  
    It is unlawful to be parked on a Bor-
ough road during or following a mea-
surable snowfall of one inch or more. 
Parking on Borough roads is prohibited 
for a period of three (3) days following 
a snow accumulation for the purpose 
of clearing snow and ice.  Vehicles not 
removed from streets or roadways will 
be ticketed and towed at the owner’s 
expense. 
     A more detailed summary is avail-
able on the Dallas Borough Website at 
www.dallasborough.org.  The Dallas 
Borough Road Department thanks you 
for your anticipated compliance. 
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

       The Kindergarten students at 
Dallas Elementary treated their 
family and friends to a Thanksgiv-
ing program on November 25.
   The students sang songs like, 
“Rise and Shine and Welcome to 
School Today,” Turkey Dinner,” 
and “The Turkey Trot.” They also 
told a story about the Pilgrims. 

Kindergarten students at Dallas Elementary treated their family 
and friends to a Thanksgiving program

From left, Callee Perrego, Jae-
lyn Palmer and Aubree Cooke 
are all smiles for the Thanksgiv-
ing program.

Photo on cover are Students in 
Mrs. Dunn’s kindergarten class 
were excited to be part of the 
Thanksgiving show at Dallas El-
ementary School. Dallas Elementary School Kindergarten students are pictured at their Thanksgiving show.

Dressed and ready for their 
Thanksgiving show are Ava 
Knorr and Bobby Robbins. 

News from the 
Back Mountain 
Memorial 
Library
     The Slightly Read Bookshop 
of the Back Mountain Memorial 
Library is once again offering its 
Annual Holiday/Christmas Book 
sale.  All Christmas books, includ-
ing fiction and non-fiction, are 
“Buy one, get one half-price” for 
a limited time only.  As all of the 
items in the Bookshop are in near 
perfect condition, they make great 
holiday gifts for your friends or for 
yourself. 
     The PaperBack Room of the 
Slightly Read Bookshop (where 
you may select a full bag of pa-
perbacks for only $2.00!) will now 
be open only during regular Book-
shop hours.
     The Library’s Annual Holi-
day Open House will be held on 
Wednesday, December 17 and 
Thursday, December 18.  Be sure 
to stop by and share some cookies, 
punch and soft Holiday music!
      The library will be closed on 
Wednesday, December 24 and 
Thursday, December 25 to cel-
ebrate the Christmas holiday.  
The library will also be closed on 
Wednesday, December 31 and 
Thursday, January 1 to celebrate 
the New Year.



          Recently, the Daddow-Isaacs Dallas Ameri-
can Legion Post 672 has been a very active or-
ganization.  A joint service between the Harvey’s 
Lake Honor Guard and the Post 672 was held at 
Chapel Lawn Cemetery to honor veterans.  
       On 11/11 a ceremony was conducted on the 
Post grounds to honor the veterans.  Represen-
tative Karen Boback and Clarence J. Michael 
addressed those in attendance.  The Post honor 
guard raised the flag, fired a 21-gun salute, and 
George Tucker played Taps.  Reverend William 
Lewis offered a stirring benediction to close the 
proceedings. 
        That evening  a regular meeting of the Legion 
Post under the Command of James Baloga was held.  The meeting was 
well-attended and diverse topics were discussed.  It was noted that our 
Adjutant Chris Ross had moved to Arizona, and a new adjutant would be 
elected.   The Pearl Harbor Day breakfast was discussed and it was de-
cided to hold the breakfast on December 7, 2014, at 11 A.M.  Hopefully, 
this would not interfere with church services.  The Childrens’ Christmas 
Party was discussed and will be held on Saturday,  December 13 at 1 
P.M.
       It was also noted that members of the Post Honor Guard partici-
pated in Representative Boback’s annual salute to veterans.  A motion 
was made to reimburse Honor Guard Veterans sum of $25 for their new 
trousers.  The money would be appropriated from honorariums that were 
given to the Honor Guard for conducting services for fallen veterans.  
The meeting closed with a Benediction from Reverend William Lewis, 
Post Chaplain, and a rendering of God Bless America.
         The Turkey Raffle was held and successfully raised money for 
the Children’s Christmas Party.  30 turkeys were raffled off, and all who 
attended had positive comments concerning the raffle.  Commander Ba-
loga thanks all who took some time from their busy schedules to attend.
      In early December our Post will underwrite the cost of sending a con-
tingent of veterans from our local VA to a Penguins hockey game. 
     Scout Master Ron Santora, from Troop 281, invited members of the 
community and our particular Post to a Thursday night meeting  to honor 
veterans.  John Emil, Sr.,  Joe Kelly, Clarence J. Michael and Command-
er James Baloga were in attendance.  The veterans were called upon to 
address the scouts as to the benefits of an Armed Forces career which 
was well-received.  Refreshments were served, and a good night was had 
by all.  Troop 281 aids our Post in a myriad of ways, and of this we are 
very thankful.
       This year’s American Legion Essay Contest has the topic “What Is 
the American Legion and What Does It Do As An Organization?”  I will 
elucidate on the Essay Contest at a later date.  If you wish to participate 
contact your school or call Clarence J. Michael at (570)675-0488.  The 
Post must select a winning Essay by February 7, 2015.
       The next regular meeting will be held on the 2nd Tuesday of De-
cember, December 9, due to a scheduling change.  Commander Baloga 
invites all current Post members and any seeking to join to attend this 
meeting.  GOD BLESS AMERICA!!
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Dallas Daddow-Isaacs American Legion Post 672 conducted a ceremony on November 11 at 11:00 AM  
to honor Veterans of all the wars that the United States participated in and also the citizens who died in 
the blast at the New York Twin Towers,  Shenksville, and the Pentagon.  Speakers were Representative 
Karen Boback, Clarence J. Michael, and John Emil, Sr.  Commander Jim Baloga presided.  A 21 gun 
salute was conducted by members of the Dallas Post honor guard.  Tribute was also offered with the 
rendering of TAPS.  Reverend William Lewis closed the ceremony with the Benediction. Shown in photo 
above are:   Clarence J. Michael, State Rep. Karen Boback, George Tucker, John Emil, Sr., Joseph Kel-
ley, Commander James Baloga, Ginger Spencer, Ned Podehl, Reverend William Lewis, Arthur Parks, 
Charlie Fleming, and Douglas Lute.

Daddow-Isaacs American Legion Post 672 conducted 
Veterans Day Ceremony

Clarence J. Michael
Past Commander
Dallas American
 Legion, Post 672

Legion Logbook
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Students at the Wyoming Valley Montessori School took part in a presentation by 
Hannah Comeau, the owner of The Beekeeper’s Daughter. Miss Comeau discussed 
the importance of bees not only for honey but in the pollination of plants allowing 
the plants to grow and flourish.  The students were shown an active hive and various 

pieces of equipment used in beekeeping and had the opportunity to 
taste various types of honey. The Comeau family has been in the bee-
keeping business since the 1800’s with over 300 hives at their Dallas, 
Pa., location. 
Pictured are a few of the students who attended the program, from 
left are:  Gabby Cigarski, Shavertown; Elizabeth Mantush, Ha-
nover Township; Richard Kostoff, Moosic; Levi Nordstrom, Drums; 
Hannah Comeau, owner, The Beekeeper’s Daughter; Reece Fisher, 

Continuing with tradition, the Dallas Council of the Knights of Columbus, again this 
year, made their annual Thanksgiving donations to several Back Mountain Churches. 
$200 each to the following: Gate of Heaven Church, Our Lady of Victory Church, and 
St. Theresa’s Church. The donation is to provide help to needy families during the 
Thanksgiving holiday.
Pictured making the presentation to the St. Theresa’s Church, from left are: Marty 
Lukas, trustee; Jack Cacozza, Grand Knight; Father James Paisley, Pastor; Bob Lu-
kas, trustee and Myron Mickiewicz, inside guard.

Wyoming Valley Montessori Students 
Welcome The Beekeeper’s Daughter

DALLAS KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
DONATE TO NEEDY FAMILIES
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The Trinity Learning Center at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Irem Road, Dallas recently sponsored their 
seventh annual Make-A-Wish fundraising event.  They exceeded last year’s donations by raising more 
than $1,100.00 through a basket raffle to help make wishes come true for critically ill children.  The par-
ents, staff members at the school and local businesses created and donated the 21 baskets for the raffle.  
Throughout the years the children have participated in many ways to help others in our community such 
as collecting food at Thanksgiving time for the Back Mountain Food Pantry, collecting Toys For Tots at 
Christmas time for the Marines to distribute, and much more.  Some of the children participating in one 
of the races are, from left: Peyton Strobel, Braden Vallach, Sydney Banks, Carter Ubaldini, Mitchell 
Onzik,  and Lacey Youngblood.    

Penn State Wilkes-Barre Advisory Board Member and Penn State 
Architectural Engineering graduate Jonathan Dougherty has been 
named the 2014 recipient of the Penn State Alumni Association’s 
(PSAA) Kay and Ernie Salvino Volunteer of the Year Award. 
The award recognizes an individual who has provided exemplary 
service to the PSAA. Jonathan received his award at a ceremony on 
October 24th in State College. 
Pictured above from left are: Roger Williams [Penn State Alumni 
Association Executive Director], Jonathan Dougherty and Kay Sal-
vino [Award Patron].”

Penn State Alumni Assoc. Volunteer 
of the Year Award presented

Wheeling for Wishes at Trinity Learning Center

Several members of the Rotary Club of Dallas recently spent a Sat-
urday morning placing Christmas decorations on the triangle at 
Routes 309 and 415 in Dallas.  It has been a club tradition for several 
decades to welcome everyone home for Christmas and to wish them 
a happy New Year.  
Shown in photo above, from left are: Rotary Club members Art Peo-
ples, Dan Jones, Todd Buckley, and Ron Fitch.

Dallas Rotary Club welcomes 
everyone home for the holidays
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community News Correspondent

       The Ross Elementary School PTO sponsored an anti-bullying pro-
gram for the whole school on November 13. “Today is World Kindness 
Day,” Lori Bednarek, principal of the Sweet Valley school, told the stu-
dents before introducing the guest speakers.
          WB/Scranton Penguins defenseman Reed McNeill talked to the 
students about the importance of teamwork and trusting each other.
“Hockey is a very physical game but it is important to be a good sports-
man. It all comes down to respect,” said McNeill. “Even if we have a 
fight during a game, it is usually because we are trying to protect our 
own teammates, and, those fights never continue outside the rink. I’ve 
never been in a fight outside the rink and I encourage you to never get 
in fights.”
        Of course, a visit from Tux, the Penguins very special team mas-
cot, lightened up the mood during the assembly. Tux agree, in his very 
squeaky voice, and with much animation, that it is very important to look 
out for each other. 
        “Treat each other the way you want to be treated. It’s important that 
you stand up for the other guy,” said Mike O’Brien, the Penguins broad-
caster, who was also on hand. If you see anything bad happening, make 
sure you talk to a parent or a teacher.”

Ross Elementary School PTO sponsored an anti-bullying program recently

Jared Olson is pictured with Penguins broad-
caster Mike O’Brien.

Ross Elementary third graders Stephanie King 
and Peter Stec dressed for a visit from Penguins 
mascot Tux.

Ross Elementary third grader, Owen Davies, made the 
most of his chance to play hockey with Reed McNeill as 
they faced off against Tux.

Photo right: Even the teachers got into the spirit. Tracey Stanley, left, 
and Melissa Jarnot wore their Penguins jerseys for the anti-bullying 
program at Ross Elementary.

Excited to hear from Penguins defenseman Reed 
McNeill are these Ross Elementary fourth graders, 
from left, Ryan Spare, Andrew Warzynski and Ja-
cob O’Brien.

Soup and Salad 
Supper 
announced
      The Mount Zion United Meth-
odist Church on Mount Zion Road 
in Harding is holding an “All You 
Can Eat” Soup and Salad Supper 
on Saturday, December 6 from 
4:30 pm until 7:00 pm. 
    A variety of soups, chili, sev-
eral salads, breads, beverages and 
desserts will be available. Cost for 
adults is $7 and children’s meals 
cost $4.  Everyone is welcome
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Gingerbread 
House Contest 
and Christmas 
Festival planned
       Gate of Heaven Church, 40 
Machell Ave, Dallas is holding a 
Gingerbread House Contest. 
     Create your own Gingerbread 
House at home and bring it to the 
church to be judged.  Rules and 
entry forms are available at the 
Church Office.  No entry fee.
   In addition to the Gingerbread 
House Contest everyone is invited 
to the Christmas Festival on Sun-
day, December 7 from 12:30pm 
– 3:30pm. The event will include:  
Public Judging of Gingerbread 
Houses, Mr. & Mrs. Claus, Youth 
Choir & Handbells, Cookie Deco-
rating, Crafts, Life-Size Ginger-
bread Houses, Dress-Up Nativity, 
Homemade Soup, Wimpies, and 
Beverages. Admission fee $2.00 (2 
& under free). 
    For more information call the 
Gate of Heaven Office at 570-675-
2121 from 8am – 3pm.

The Back Mountain Cheetahs U11 girls soccer team finished 1st in 
the Lehigh Valley Youth Soccer League’s Fall U11 Girls Division 2.   
The Cheetahs finished with an impressive 7-1-1 record.  Above in 
photo, first row are:  Autumn Palka, Jordyn Meade, Taylor Dworak, 
Nina Swailes, and Lilian Raczkowski. Second row: Victoria Spacia-
no, Hailey Kline, Alyssa Pritchard, and Rachel Galasso. Third row:  
Chase Purdy, Kendall Decker, Kayleigh Fisher, Brooke Martin, and 
Mackenzie Dwyer. Standing behind are: Coach Robert Swailes, and 
Coach Justin Fisher.

Mary Joan Meehan, left, one of the founders of Project DJ, (Donating 
Joy), was the guest speaker at a recent meeting of the Women of Trin-
ity Presbyterian Church, Dallas.  She was introduced by church mem-
ber Carol Hobbs, right, who is also a member of the quilting group.  
Project DJ is an outreach of the Trucksville United Methodist Church.  
The group makes and accepts handmade quilts.  The quilts are distrib-
uted to people in the community in need of comfort, security and ten-
der loving care.  Recipients are mostly children who are seriously ill or 
dealing with trauma. The group is in their 12th year, and to date, have 
made and donated more than 8,000 quilts to those in need.  Anyone 
wishing to help may contact Project DJ in care of Trucksville United 
Methodist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville, PA  18708.

“Project DJ” speaker addresses 
Women of Trinity

Back Mountain Cheetahs U11 girls 
soccer team finished 1st in the Lehigh 
Valley Youth Soccer League’s Fall U11 
Girls Division 2

Hoagie Sale & 
Upcoming Events             
     Loyalville United Methodist 
Church will have their hoagie sale 
on December 9, and the cost is $5 
each.  Call the church at 570-477-
3521 no later than 12/6 & leave 
a message stating name / phone, 
number of hoagies with onion or 
without. Pickup time on 12/9 be-
tween 6:00-7:15 at the Church Hall. 
Hoagies made with premium ham, 
salami, bologna, & cheese.  To-
matoes, lettuce, onion, & dressing 
packaged separately to maintain 
freshness.
        December 25, Christmas Day  
at noon. Loyalville Church will of-
fer a free Christmas Day dinner of  
Ham & Turkey. Reservations need-
ed and can be made by calling 570-
477-3521 no later than 12/21. Free 
Community Breakfast planned on 
January 11from  8:00-11:00 A.M. 
Reservations can be made by call-
ing call 570-477-3521 no later than 
1/7/15 & leave your name and the 
number of people.
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At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Dallas, the theme for the evening was rais-
ing funds and food to help the Back Mountain Food Pantry meet the needs of dozens 
of families for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  An auction and raffle raised $1,000 and 
more than 350 pounds of food were donated.
Rotarians on the event committee were, from left: Jerry Reisch, Kate Pitkat, Eric 
Martin, Ann Marie Konek, Jason Jolley, Todd Buckley, Randy Loyd, Sandy Peo-
ples. 

Food Pantry gets support from Dallas Rotary Club

I’m Big Now Preschool and Kindergarten students recently visited Brace’s Orchard.  
They learned all about how an orchard runs.  They got a wagon ride, picked apples and 
were treated to homemade Apple Cider donuts and Brace’s Apple Cider.
Shown above in photo, first row are:  Ainsley Slacktish, Maddy Forrer, Amaira Ka-
poor, Matthew Gibbons, Sophie Roberts, Joshua Kottler, Corey Kindler, Andrew Wong, 
Isabella Wong, Alexis Moyer, Addi Henness, and Dylan Heinrich. Second row:  Sophia 
Schoenwetter, Tyler Spaciano, Emma Schoenwetter, Jacob Kachinko, Alexis Pennell, 
Natalie Joseph, Riley Brown, David Gozikowski, Nathan Bilwin, Kiefer Shrader, Grand 
Gauntlett, James Gibbons and Max Bryk.

I’m Big Now Preschool and Kindergarten 
students recently visited Brace’s Orchard



       Shawnee Fort Chapter celebrated their 
5th anniversary at a recent meeting as well 
as the receipt of two awards. One award 
was for community service and the other 
was a Level 1 Chapter Achievement-the 
highest award a chapter can receive.
        Shawnee Fort Chapter DAR is very 
active in historic preservation, community 
events and volunteering at the VA Hospi-
tal. The chapter currently has 50 members 
with several papers pending approval. 
Prospective members are welcome at all 
meetings and events. Please contact Re-
gent, Kathleen Smith at 570-704-9809 or smithkdar2001@hotmail.com for questions about membership or our 
activities. You can also visit our Facebook page. Shown in photo above, from left are:  Amy Alden, Marylou Fallo, 
Darleen Tomayko, Eileen Hoyson, Jennifer Sutton Johnson and Stephanie Hill.
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        The Greater Wil-
kes-Barre Chamber of 
Commerce and Penn 
State Wilkes-Barre 
recently held Healthy 
Workforce ~ Healthy 
Community at Genetti’s 
Best Western in Wilkes-
Barre. Traditionally two 
separate events - Penn 
State Wilkes-Barre’s 
Executive Management 
Forum and the Cham-
ber’s Healthy Work-
place Awards luncheon were combined. Wico Van Genderen, the Chamber President, discussed plans for the Chamber and 
community and the 2014 Healthy Workplace and Healthy Workplace Continuing Excellence awards,  sponsored by Blue 
Cross of NEPA and Chamber Choice, were also presented to Sundance Vacations and Naviet, respectively. 
        Pictured above from left are: Wico Van Genderen (Chamber President), Charles Davis (Penn State Wilkes-Barre 
Chancellor), Greta Kreidler (Blue Cross of NEPA), Donna Sedor (Chamber Executive VP), Sam Weber (Chamber Choice 
President), and Jane Ashton (Penn State Wilkes-Barre Director of Continuing Education). 

Healthy Workforce, Healthy Community Awards

Shawnee Fort Chapter celebrated their 5th anniversary

Artistic Creations by Verve Vertu  on display at the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library
          The sense of community spirit shines 
especially bright during the holiday season 
and a perfect exhibit of “neighbors helping 
neighbors” will be on display at the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library for the month 
of December. Gwen Harleman, Director of 
Verve Vertu, is proud to announce that Verve 
Vertu has been active in the Back Mountain 
for one year now, and has been previously 
located in Wilkes-Barre for the past eight 
years. 
          Verve Vertu is part of the Deutsch 
Institute of Scranton and offers persons with 
emotional, physical and/or intellectual chal-
lenges a place where they can comfortably 
allow their creativity to develop. Its popu-
larity is rapidly growing and Verve Vertu 
welcomes all interested residents the oppor-
tunity to participate in their individual and group art instructions.   Shown in the photo, from left to right are: (front row): 
Victoria Brown, Gwen Harleman, Verve Vertu director; and Tracey Tribendis. Behind are: Mary Jo Evans and April Cross.

Stop in and try our Holiday Beers & Drinks
Margaritas ~ Sangrias ~ Mojitos



        The Staff Council at Misericordia 
University recently conducted its an-
nual Cereal Drive and collected more 
than 80 boxes of cereal for donation 
to the Domestic Violence Service 
Center, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. The group 
placed collection boxes across campus 
and received donations from students, 
staff and faculty. Tammy Rodgers, 
volunteer/outreach coordinator for the 
Domestic Violence Service Center,  
came to campus to personally thank 
the council members and receive the 
donations.
      The Staff Council holds drives 
such as this throughout the year in 
support of the local community. The 
Community and Fiscal Committee of Staff Council coordinated the effort.  Participating in the event, first row 
from left, are committee members Carly Ellman, service learning specialist, Service Leadership Center; Mari-
lyn Kornoski, administrative assistant, nursing; Marianne Guarnieri, college retention liaison, Student Suc-
cess Center; Tammy Rodgers, volunteer/outreach coordinator, Domestic Violence Service Center, and Maria 
Cabrera, multicultural student outreach coordinator; second row, Michael Hilstolsky, technician, information 
technology, and Andy Bush, counselor, admissions. 
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Thank you to Trooper Matt Slacktish who visited I’m Big Now Kin-
dergarten.   He told them about his job and the importance of the 
police.  Children got to see the patrol car with its lights and siren.
Pictured in front of Trooper Slacktish are: Jacob Kachinko, Ainsley 
Slacktish, Tyler Spaciano, Maddy Forrer, Emma Schoenwetter, So-
phia Schoenwetter.

Misericordia University staff holds cereal drive for 
Domestic Violence Service Center 

I’m Big Now Kindergarten welcomed 
special visitor

Pre order Welsh 
Cookies and Soup 
for the Holidays
  The Dallas Eastern Star Building   
Association   ladies   will   be busy 
baking their famous Welsh cook-
ies and making Homemade Soup.
       The cookies and soup freeze 
well, so have some on hand to 
make your holiday easier. Welsh 
Cookies also make a nice Christ-
mas Gift. Just put them in a pretty 
bag and you have a great gift. 
     Your choice of chicken noodle 
or vegetable beef soup packaged 
in  quarts will be $6.00, Welsh 
cookies are $4.00 a dozen
     Orders must be called in by 
Tuesday, December 9th. Soup 
pickup on Friday, December 12,  
from 4:00 – 6:00 PM at the Dallas 
Eastern Star Building Association 
Hall, Foster and Woodlawn Street, 
Dallas (Behind CVS Drug Store)
      To place an order contact: Di-
anne Corby at (570) 675-4893. 
Leave your name and number on 
the answering machine and Di-
anne will call you back for your 
order.

To place your community news 
information email: 

communitynews123@
comcast.net.

Buffet Breakfast planned
     The Kunkle Fire Company will have an all-you-can-eat breakfast on 
Sunday, December 14, from 8am to 12 noon at the Kunkle Fire Company 
Social Hall, Kunkle Road. Tickets are $8 for adults and children 10 years 
old  and under $4. For infomation call 570-675-3334.
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Holiday Sale 
planned at the 
Back Mountain
Library
      The Back Mountain Memo-
rial Library is proud to announce 
the return of its popular, “Extrav-
agant Holiday Sale”!
     This 2nd annual sale includes 
brilliant offerings of holiday 
themed decorations, as well as 
unique gift items.  It will be held 
on Thursday, December 4 (3 to 
8 pm); Friday, December 5 (9:30 
to 5:30 pm) and Saturday, De-
cember 6 (9:30 to 4:30 pm).  The 
Reference Room of the library, 
located at 96 Huntsville Road, 
Dallas, will showcase a variety 
of the following items: vintage 
ornaments,     Christmas trees, 
wreaths/holiday floral arrange-
ments, trains and train layout ac-
cessories, collectibles and much 
more.
     This sale will only be offered 
for a limited time, so hurry in 
for the best selection (and best 
prices!)

Wyoming Valley 
Civil War 
Roundtable plans 
meeting
   The Wyoming Valley Civil 
War Roundtable will  meet on 
Thursday, December  11th  at 
7:00 p.m. in the lower level of 
the Daddow-Isaacs American 
Legion, 730 Memorial Highway, 
Dallas.  
    The program for the evening 
will presented by one of our own 
members, Wendell Jones, who 
will speak on “Horses and Mules 
in the Civil War.”
       We will also be having our 
Holiday Party--everyone is asked 
to bring a treat, if they can, to be 
shared with the RT group.  This 
will be the last meeting for the 
winter until March.  
  The Roundtable is accepting 
new members;  a three dollar 
donation for non-members. Any 
questions you might have,  call 
John  at  570 675-8936.
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Bingo planned
       Bingo will be held on Mon-
day, December 15, at the North-
moreland Twp. Fire Hall in 
Centermoreland. Doors open at 
5:00 P.M. and early birds begin 
at 6:30 P.M. 
   Bingo will also be held on 
Monday, December 29, at the 
Northmoreland Twp. Fire Hall 
In Centermoreland. Doors open 
at 5:00 P.M. and early birds be-
gin at 6:30 P.M. 
    Food and beverage available.  
For information call Jim at 570-
333-4906. 

Penn State to 
hold Strike Out 
Cancer  Bowl  A 
THON 
      On Saturday, December 6th, 
The Penn State Wilkes-Barre 
Benefitting THON Commit-
tee will be holding the first an-
nual Strike Out Cancer Bowl-A-
THON. 
      The Penn State IFC/Panhellen-
ic Dance Marathon, affectionate-
ly known as THON, is the largest 
student run philanthropy in the 
world. THON, a yearlong effort 
to raise funds and awareness for 
the fight against pediatric cancer, 
has raised more than $114 mil-
lion for the Four Diamonds Fund 
at Penn State Hershey Children’s 
Hospital since 1977.  THON 
2015 will take place from Feb-
ruary 20th – 22nd, 2015 at Penn 
State’s Bryce Jordan Center.
In anticipation of THON 2015, 
Penn State Wilkes-Barre students 
are inviting the local community 
to celebrate THON. The Strike 
Out Cancer Bowl-A-THON will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. with bowling 
beginning at 6 p.m. at Chacko’s 
Family Bowling Center in Wil-
kes-Barre. 
     For $25 per team member, 
teams of 4-5 get two hours of 
bowling, pizza, and soda to help 
Strike Out Cancer! Shoes rental 
will be included in the team 
member fees.  For more informa-
tion and to register, visit wb.psu.
edu/bowlathon. For  more infor-
mation contact Rachel Rybicki, 
Marketing Communications 
Specialist, at (570).675.9269 or 
rrybicki@psu.edu.

Pearl Harbor Day 
breakfast planned
      Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Le-
gion Post 672 will host their annual Pearl 
Harbor Day breakfast on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7, 2014 at 11 A.M.   Commander James 
Baloga urges  all veterans, especially from 
World War II,  to attend.

Grief Support Group
     The Grief Support Group at River 
of Life Fellowship Ministries, 22 Out-
let Road, Lehman, will not be meeting 
during the months of December 2014 
through March, 2015.   If you need help 
during the time period that meetings will 
not be held, call Denise at 570-639-2115.

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
meets monthly 
    The Meadows Nursing & Rehab. Center hosts an 
Alzheimer’s Support Group on the first Thursday of each 
month at 10:00 a.m. in the Meadows board room. This 
support group benefits caregivers by providing the oppor-
tunity to address their concerns and learn about the newest 
developments in the treatment of this disease.   For more 
information, call (570) 675-8600, extension 115 or 195.

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and wishing you and yours the Best of

Health & Happiness in the NEW YEAR!



How Much $ Do You Need?
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., 
CEO of MF Advisers, Inc.
             We would all like to have enough money 
to do the important things:  live life, retire comfort-
ably, educate our children, and so on.  More impor-
tantly, how do you make sure that you have enough 
money to reach these various goals?  Careful plan-
ning is essential, but you need to start from the bot-
tom and work your way up to the big goals.
         If you have a steady job, the general rule of 
thumb is to have 3-6 mos. of living expenses in the 
bank in case of emergency.  If your job certainty is under question, 6-12 mos. 
of living expenses in the bank is best.  So calculate those monthly expenses, 
don’t forget the one-off and quarterly expenses/bills, and you now know how 
much you need for your rainy day fund.
          Next for many people would be a vacation fund.  This will probably 
vary depending on length of trip, destination, if you’re single, married, have a 
small/large family, etc.  Consider putting away several thousand dollars over 
the course of a year, whether it be weekly, every 2 weeks, monthly, etc.  Create 
a dollar amount that you think would suffice and finalize a number that’s a bit 
higher just in case of unforeseen expenses and set a date(s) when you need the 
money.  Now you know how much you need for your vacation fund.
        Saving for retirement would be next on most people’s lists.  This is a tough 
one to calculate the dollar amount for because there are so many factors, but 
it can be adjusted over time depending on circumstances.  A common rule of 
thumb is annual income needed in retirement is ~ 70-80% of your final annual 
salary when you finish working full-time.  You would need to make sure that 
this amount of money would be able to last you for 25-30+ years, since running 
out of money in retirement is not ideal.  Retirement needs can vary depending 
on pension plans, 401(k) savings, IRA savings, if part-time work in retirement 
is an option, if you want to leave money to heirs, escalating health care costs, 
increase in living expenses,  etc.  A combination of frequent and smart invest-
ing, taking the appropriate amount of financial risk, and having a qualified 
financial advisor to serve as your money “conscience” can help many people 
successfully stay on this difficult track.
       Saving for college for a child or children is optional, but many feel as if 
they’d like to help put something towards the education needs of their children.  
Depending on how much help you’d like to provide, figure out the cost of col-
leges now and realize that the costs have been growing on average 5-7%/yr. 
over time.  Once you know the dollar amount you need to fund, set a savings 
goal with a quality 529 plan and make regular contributions to fund that need 
in full.
       If you’d like to leave money to your heirs/charities/foundations, figure out 
how much you’d like to leave as a gift and keep that money separate from all 
other goals.  This will be highly personal for those who wish to do so, so the 
dollar amount is subjective.  Setting the dollar goal is important and making 
sure you have this money in place before you pass away – along with the nec-
essary legal documents – is imperative so that your wishes are honored.
        There are other big money goals in life, such as saving money for home 
purchases (for those who wish to own a home), purchase of vehicles, nursing 
home/long-term care needs, health care situations, purchase/sale of a business/
property, starting a new business, changing jobs, etc.  The situations above all 
require figuring out the variables required to calculate a specific dollar amount 
needed, a time frame for when the money is needed, and crafting the savings 
plan/vehicles to help make the goal a reality.  This is the blueprint for figuring 
out how much money you need, no matter what your goals are.
      Find an experienced financial advisor who creates & implements client 
goals, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her money from fees (NOT commis-
sions), believes in having an abundance of investment choices for clients, and 
has the heart & demeanor of a teacher - NOT a salesman - and chances are 
you’ve found the right financial advisor to help you prepare and plan for your 
future.   For more information please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, email 
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524. About MF Advisers, Inc. MF 
Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-only RIA firm and fiduciary based in PA & 
FL specializing in wealth management, investment advice, and financial plan-
ning (including retirement planning). With 20+ years of licensed experience, 
over 10 years of professional education, and an unwavering commitment to 
improving your financial situation, MF Advisers, Inc. is the advisory firm to 
best serve YOU.

Community News • December • Page 16

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      Chase Susko, MSPT, got into 
physical therapy with a real desire 
to help people feel better and to 
live a pain-free life. “I was get-
ting frustrated with not getting 
very good results for my patients 
who suffer from long-term pain so 
I thought I would give this a try,” 
said Chase. “I’ve seen people even 
in extreme pain who have gotten 
relief from this.”
      “This” is a treatment called the 
Myofascial Release Approach and 
it was developed by John Barnes 
who graduated from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania as a physical 
therapist in 1960. It is a highly 
specialized technique involving 
stretching fascia, which is the thin 
tissue covering all organs in the 
body, every muscle, and every 
fiber in those muscles. Injury or 
trauma can cause the muscle fi-
bers and the fascia to become short 
and tight. Myofascial Release is a 
direct, gentle, hands-on treatment 
that helps to restore the fascia to its 
proper form.
     “It’s different from traditional 
physical therapy because it is a 
gentle, sustained pressure into 
the tissue and it’s one-on-one. It’s 
completely different from massage 
therapy, also,” said Susko. Injuries 
and restrictions to the fascia do not 
show up in x-rays, MRI’s, or CT 
scans, either.
     Generally, physical therapy 
involves a defined exercise plan 
which the patient works through 
with guidance from a therapist. 
The physical therapist can watch 
several patients at a time as they 
progress through their therapy ses-
sion. “I’m going to spend all of my 
time directly with the one patient 
during a session and I go right to 
their house,” said Chase. “It’s very 
convenient for my patients. They 
don’t have to travel when they are 
in pain and I work around their 
schedules.”
    Chase, who lives in Dallas with 
his wife and two children, gradu-
ated from Misericordia University 
in 2008 with a master’s degree in 
physical                              therapy. 

Since then, his PT 
experience has 
included inpa-
tient, outpatient, 
pediatrics, aquatic 
programs and he 
has served as an 
adjunct instructor 
at Misericordia. 
Currently, Chase 
works on staff 
at the VA and is 
available to pri-
vate patients on a 
part-time basis. 
      “We are re-
quired to take 
continuing edu-
cation courses 
to maintain our 
license. I wanted 
to find some-
thing that would 
help my patients 
and not just take 
courses on things 
I already know,” 
said Chase. “So, 
I thought I would 
give this (Myo-
fascial Release) a 
try. During class, 
we basically tried 
it on each other 
and I felt a differ-
ence in my own 
sore spots right 
away.” 
      Susko Physical Therapy can 
be reached by calling 570-301-
8810 and the web site is www.Sus-
koPhysicalTherapy.com. Chase 
does not accept any insurance and 
charges $95 per session. He is run-
ning a $50 per session special for 
patients who sign up for treatment 
in December and gift cards are 
available.
       “I don’t want to exclude people 
from treatment (by not taking their 
insurance), but I’m going to spend 
all of my time with them and I’m 
going to their own house,” said 
Chase. “I just don’t want to be tak-
ing all the extra time to look at bills 
and submissions. I want to work 
with the patients and help them to 
live a pain-free life.”
     Susko treats patients with a long 
list of ailments including pain in 
backs,    necks,    legs,    shoulders, 

In-Home Physical Therapy Treatment - helps patients 
live a pain-free life 

knees,  and  hips.    He  also  treats 
treats chronic pain, disc problems, 
sports injuries, tension, carpal tun-
nel syndrome and plantar fasciitis, 
among many other ailments.
       “I have patients who suffer from 
headaches and have tried all kinds 
of treatments and medications and 
they find relief from myofascial re-
lease even after the first session,” 
said Susko. “I can treat almost any-
thing where there is pain. I treat the 
cause of the pain and not just the 
symptoms and I can combine it 
with traditional physical therapy. I 
will suggest a set of exercises that 
the patient can do on their own 
time so they are not paying me just 
to watch them.”
       So, if you are suffering from any 
kind of long-term pain, or have an 
injury that would benefit from in-
home treatment, call Susko Physi-
cal Therapy at 570-301-8810.

Pictured is Chase D. Susko, MSPT, who is offer-
ing in-home physical therapy and myofascial re-
lease treatment.
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At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Dallas, two new members, Dr. Thomas Botzman, President 
of Misericordia University, and Vanessa Botzman, were welcomed into the oldest service organization 
in the country.  Their sponsors were Past District Governor Art Peoples and Past Club President Sandy 
Peoples.   Rotary International was founded more than 100 years ago in Chicago.  It has grown into an 
organization of more than 32,000 clubs with more than 1.2 million members in 200 countries around 
the world. Rotary is always looking for new members to join in their activities and community service 
projects.  The Dallas Club meets every Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the Irem Country Club in Dal-
las.  Membership inquires are always welcome. From left: Club President Randy Loyd, Dr. Thomas 
Botzman, Vanessa Botzman, Sandy Peoples,  and Art Peoples.

Dallas Chapter #396 Order of the Eastern Star recently made a 
donation to the Back Mountain Memorial Library in memory of 
Edythe Bonning a Past Maton of the Chapter.  The money was col-
lected from the sale of used books. Pictured above are:  Barbara Wall 
Worthy Matron, Martha Butler Library Director and Dianne Corby 
AGCCM Caring & Sharing Region 12A.

Dallas Rotary Club welcomes two new members Eastern Star makes donation to the 
Back Mountain Memorial Library



Amore’-Bridal Buzz
       As December arrives the bridal business usually starts to slow down.  
Not so this year.  We have been working with many winter brides.  The 
number of wedding during the Christmas holidays has increased.  I 
asked some of the brides why this time of year, and was told that fami-
lies come home for the holidays and it made sense to have a wedding 
since the majority of family was in the area.  Also, the chance of a pic-
turesque setting (if there is snow)  for photos would be just beautiful.  
      If you were asked what month you would prefer to married in, what 
would your answer be?  Please email your response to mary@bridal-
trinkets.com.  Enter WEDDING MONTH  in the subject line and write 
your answer.  Every response will be entered in a contest.  The winner 
will received a custom pair of Swarovski earrings designed just for her. Did you know that the 
average engagement period is 14 months, and the typical budget is $28,247? 
       Business is so different than it was when I opened the store 20 years ago.  Thanks to smart 
phones, most brides show me their gowns and bridesmaid’s dresses on their phones.  I then ask 
for them to email me the photos. This is a big help when I am creating just the right look to 
complement the dresses. 
          We were very busy during the month of October. Most of the orders placed were done with 
little notice.  That is not a problem for us, as we create jewelry in-house and have two engraving 
machines on the premises.  
       Did you know that we offer birthday beading parties?  You can come to our store, or we 
can come to you!   We recently hosted a party off premises for 18 ten year old girls.  It was a 
fun time for everyone.  You can also book a party for girl scout troops, a girls night out, or just 
because you want to have fun that’s affordable - and you leave with a bracelet that was designed 
by YOU!
     Now that November is behind us, most of us are thinking about holiday shopping. We 
recently loaded up on a variety of trendy scarves and hats.  Price ranges are $4.00 - $10.00.  I 
was in Venice, Italy in May of this year.  I absolutely fell in love with a very vintage lace scarf.  
I purchased one and made it my mission to find out who the manufacturer is.  After months of 
searching, I got the information that I needed.  They make wonderful holiday gifts.  If you go to 
my facebook page Bridal Trinkets or Amore Jewelry and Gifts and become a fan, you will see 
them and many other gift ideas.  My website www.bridaltrinkets.com is still under construc-
tion, but you will see new postings daily.  It should be totally functional soon.  As always, you 
can call the store at 570-574-2588.  We will be happy to answer any questions that you have, or 
make a special appointment for you.
       We are doing a weekly giveaway, and no purchase is necessary.  Just stop in the store and 
fill out an entry form.  The free giveaways vary.  Bring a friend!
Until next month, wishing you health, happiness and lots of smiles.                        Ciao, Mary
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The Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, Dallas, and the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion held its annual Alzheimer’s Interfaith Candlelight Vigil at the center on Veteran’s 
Day.  Opening the program in the center’s chapel, Boy Scout Troop#155, Trucksville, 
presented the flag ceremony and led clergy, family, staff and friends in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. During the ceremony, a special tribute was paid to veterans for their service. 
The nursing center hosts an Alzheimer’s support group the first Thursday of each 
month at 10:00 AM in the Meadows Board Room. In photo above are: Dennis Dukinas; 
Austin Sowga; Ethan Shilanski; Ryan Hunt and Matt Good.  Second row: Troop Lead-
er, Marty Wise; Scouts: Lucas Tompko; Vince Vespico; Matt Magnotta; Rory Brown; 
Kyle Gurzinski; Joseph Fioti and Paul Hurn. 

Alzheimer’s Vigil recently held at the Meadows
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     Reducing Stress 
          During December
Did you know that emotional stress is linked to colds and flu as well 
as chronic diseases, such as Alzheimer’s disease, heart disease and de-
pression? Doctors of chiropractic emphasize the connection between 
emotional stress and physical health.

Research shows that chiropractic care may reduce stress and enhance 
immune function. Chiropractic care also eliminates spinal dysfunc-
tion associated with stress. A common malady, known as vertebral 
subluxation, is sparked by emotional stress. Vertebral subluxation is 
a condition in which motion is limited in areas of the spine or spinal 
bones (vertebrae) are slightly out of place.

Chiropractic adjustments, specialized and gentle maneuvers, correct 
vertebral subluxation helps increase lung function, lower blood pres-
sure and decrease incidence of  osteoarthritis and asthma. 

Learn practical tips about how to reduce anixiety this holiday season. 
Discover chiropractic’s highly effective approach to reducing stress.  
Call Drs. Klein and Spencer, chiropractors and holistic-care providers, 
at  (570) 675-3833. Drs. Klein and Spencer are currently accepting 
new patients. To make an appointment call (570) 675-3833. 

It’s not true to say everything possible is being done, 
unless chiropractic is included!!

WELLNESS COLUMN
Presented by: Roberta Klein, LDN, D.C. 

Nathanael Klein, Albert Klein, D.C.
and Ross Spencer, D.C.

KLEIN CHIROPRACTIC

The Lake-Lehman Marching Knights placed in the top five at the Tournament of Bands Atlantic Coast Championships 
held at Hershey Park Stadium on Sunday November 2, 2014.  The Marching Knights competed in ACC Open Class 
1 performing their show production entitled “SUNRISE TO SUNSET”.  They achieved a score of 92.35 earning them 
fifth place out of nineteen schools.  This was the final Marching Band performance for senior color guard members Jess 
Geiger and Lila Szabo and senior marching band members Jared Kepner, John Hospodar, Nichole Lockard, Brittany 
Mahoney, Carolyn Price, Jasmine Moku, and Lauren MacMullen.
The 2014 Lake-Lehman Marching Knights staff includes: Mr. Alexander Higgins, Director; Pete Rehill, Drill Writer; 
Ryan Williams, Winds Arranger;  Brian Marsh, Visual and Color Guard Coordinator; Chris Gerlin, Battery design and 
instruction; Mike Nederhood, Front Ensemble Design and Instruction; Katlyn Martin, Color Guard Instruction; JJ Ford, 
Color Guard Instruction; Kate Socha, Visual Instruction; Lexy  Crawford, Percussion Instruction. Lake-Lehman Jr/Sr 
High School Band groups include Marching Band, Color Guard, Concert Band, Jazz Band, Indoor Percussion Ensemble 
and Indoor Color Guard Ensemble.  The Lake Lehman Band is supported by the Lake-Lehman Band Sponsors.  The 

Lake-Lehman Band Sponsor Group 
is a year round organization who host 
several fundraisers to support all of 
the Lake-Lehman Band Programs.  
Shown in photo, front row from left 
are:  Color Guard Members Shelley 
White, Shavertown; Lacey Carey, 
Noxen; Kayleigh Konek, Lehman; 
Lila Szabo, Hunlock Creek; Sierra 
Titus, Shavertown; Jess Geiger, Har-
veys Lake; Ariana Dellarte, Harveys 
Lake; Mikayla Kidd, Harveys Lake; 
and Dakota Williams, Shavertown. 
Middle row: Marching Band Mem-
bers Jared Kepner, Sweet Valley; 
Rebecca Osiecki, Harveys Lake; 
John Hospodar, Sweet Valley; Casey 
Shager, Noxen; Evan Judge, Sweet 
Valley; Hailey Nogic, Hunlock 
Creek; Jared Campbell, Lehman; 
Nichole Lockard, Lehman; Katie 
Kaminski, Dallas; Zack Zaleskas, 
Harveys Lake; Andrew Leahy, Sweet 
Valley; Katie Kostrobala, Sweet Val-
ley; and Madison Chulick, Lehman. 
Top row: Marching Band Members 
Nik Antinnes, Sweet Valley; Brit-
tany Mahoney, Sweet Valley; Joshua 
Szabo, Hunlock Creek; Ethan Ma-
honey, Sweet Valley; Collin Mac-
Mullen, Shavertown; Dale White, 
Noxen; Carly Trapani, Lehman; Car-
olyn Price, Lehman; Cierra Snyder, 
Shavertown; Rielly Sutliff, Sweet 
Valley; Sage Visneski, Harveys Lake; 
Jasmine Moku, Sweet Valley;  and 
Lauren MacMullen, Shavertown.

Lake-Lehman Marching Knights finish season in top five

The Women of Trinity, Prayer Shawl Ministry, at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas, recently knitted 53 colorful scarves and had a very spe-
cial destination for them.  Ordinarily, the women would be making prayer 
shawls.  However, they recently decided that they wanted to make a differ-
ence in the lives of some of the students at Penn State Lehman Campus.  
With cold weather upon us, they surprised the students who stopped by 
the Campus Ministries Listening Post, and offered them a free warm scarf.    
The students could not believe that the women had done this for them.  The 
women meet every Wednesday at the church to make the shawls and scarves.  
From left: Carol Hobbs, Joanne Giovannini, Alice Kocher, Barbara Rogers, 
Meryl Davis.  Rev. Kathy Jamhoury, who was not available for the photo, 
is a frequent pastor at the Listening Post and helped deliver the scarves to 
the students.

Scarves for students – a huge success



       Elizabeth  
Chamberlain, 
an eighth grade 
Middle School 
Student is one 
of over 500 
junior high and 
high school 
cheerleaders/ 
dancers from 
across the US 
who was cho-
sen to perform at the 95th annual 
Philadelphia Thanksgiving Day 
Parade.
     Elizabeth has been a member 
of the Dallas Middle School cheer 
squad for two years and had been a 
cheerleader for the Kingston Twp. 
Raiders since the age of 7. She is an 
honor student at DMS and is also 
an active member of her church 
youth group. Elizabeth and her 
team placed 7th and 8th last year 
at NCA Junior/Senior High School 
Cheerleading Nationals which were 
held in Dallas, Texas. Elizabeth is 
coached by Jennifer Sorber.
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“A Christmas Carol”
     Cross Creek Community 
Church, located at 370 Carverton 
Road, Trucksville, is pleased to 
announce that they will have two 
showings for “A Christmas Carol” 
on Saturday, December 6 and Sun-
day, December 7 at 6:30pm.  “A 
Christmas Carol” is based on the 
novel written by Charles Dickens 
with an interesting twist at the end!  
Scrooge is a cold-hearted old man 
who despises everything about 
Christmas and what it means to 
have a heart like Jesus.  Scrooge 
is visited by three ghosts; Ghost of 
Christmas Past, Ghost of Christ-
mas Present, and Ghost of Christ-
mas Yet To Come.  As Scrooge is 
shown his past, his present and his 
future…will his heart change?
     Pastor Dave Martin encourages 
all our friends, family and neigh-
bors to join us for this free event 
as we come together to welcome 
the Christmas season and watch 
Scrooge with our very own cast 
and crew, including favorites like 
Jacob Marley and Tiny Tim, acting 
out this old time favorite!  
       For more information please 
call the church office at 570-696-
0399 or visit our website at www.
crosscreekcc.org.

Medicare Enrollment  Assistance Available 
         Rep. Karen Boback (R-Columbia/Luzerne/Wyoming) is team-
ing with APPRISE, a state government agency which provides Medicare 
counseling, to assist senior citizens in the 117th Legislative District with 
open enrollment and  with questions regarding the changes to the Medi-
care program.  “Anyone wishing to make changes to their Medicare status 
during the current open enrollment period has until Sunday, December 7, 
to do so,” Boback said. “I am proud to offer my district office as a place 
where people can get important questions on this topic answered.”
     A representative from APPRISE will meet with Medicare recipients 
in Boback’s Dallas office on Wednesday, Dec. 3, from 10 a.m. to noon.        
Boback’s district office is located at 1108 Twin Stacks Drive, in Dallas.  
Anyone with questions should call the office at (570) 675-6000. 

Local Cheerleader 
- Dancer performed 
in Philadelphia on 
Thanksgiving Day
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0% Financing Available * for limited time.

and even primitive ornaments 
made from recycled quilts.
       “We try to make the most of our 
limited space. I’m making some 
custom shelves to go all along the 
sides and center,” said Fred of the 
store which has an old wooden lad-
der hanging horizontally from the 
ceiling to display all sorts of won-
derful finds. “We really love holi-
day items. In fact, my wife loves 
the holiday things so much that we 
were selling them when we opened 
in July. We are also going to add a 
lot more items with a lake theme as 
we get into the spring.”
      Most of the 20 vendors are 
local and one of Fred’s favorites 
is 12-year-old Abbey Sutzko of 
Dallas who has been sewing with 
her grandmother since she was 
four. She makes everything from 
purses to baby blankets to business 
card holders and organizers and 
her business at The Farmhouse is 
booming.
     Fred and Sandy also travel to 
Lancaster to buy some of the items 
they sell. “We really try to keep our 
prices low. That’s very important 
to us. We are not high end at all,” 
said Fred, whose motto is: Live in-
ventively, not expensively.
      The Farmhouse will be offering 
a special hand-painted glassware 
item sometime soon to the first 25 
who comment “I love it,” on their 
Facebook page. So, like The Farm-
house on Facebook, or better still, 
visit the store. 
       For more information, call The 
Farmhouse Gifts and Home Decor 
at 570-579-4300.

Farmhouse Gifts and Home Decor ~ “Live inventively, not expensively”
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

      The Farmhouse, located across 
the Memorial Highway from the 
Twin Stacks Center, opened just a 
few   months  ago   with   just  one

vendor and some old farmhouse 
style furniture.
     “We are really into country 
home décor and it seems like every 
couple of weeks we are doubling 
what we have in here,” said Fred 
Johnson, a former Marine who op-
erates The Farmhouse with his wife 
Sandy. “We both have full-time 
jobs and we have two children so 
we switch off days here. It’s still a 
lot but we each manage to get qual-
ity time with the kids.”
      The Farmhouse is only open 
on Saturdays from 9am to 2pm 
and Sundays from noon to 3pm but 
there is a steady stream of visitors 
and buyers during those hours.
      “We have a very big presence 
on Facebook. We have pictures of 
a lot of our items and you can re-
serve something on our Facebook 
page without paying for it and then 
come in to buy it on the weekend,” 
said Fred. “It has been working out 
really well. Every once in a while, 
we offer a free gift give-away for 
the first 25 people to comment, ‘I 
love it,’ on the page. That has been 
very popular.” To join in the fun, 
go to www.facebook.com/Dallas-
Farmhouse and simply “like” the 
page. You will get updates on sales 
and             giveaways            from

The Farmhouse.
      “We now have about 20 ven-
dors and we also do a lot of custom 
orders,” said Fred, who has a full 
wood-working shop on the prem-
ises. “I really like to find old tables 
and fix them up, refinish them, 
paint them, or, sometimes, just pol-
ish them up. I also make custom 
signs out of rough-cut lumber.”
   A visit to the small store is fas-
cinating as it is filled with unique 
items including candles, wreaths, 
farmhouse furniture,  jewelry,  old 
lanterns,  hand-painted  glassware, 

Fred Johnson is pictured with some of the many country décor and 
specialty items available at The Farmhouse.

Men’s Breakfast 
Group meets at 
Irem 
      The Back Mountain Men’s Ec-
umenical Group  meets at the Irem 
Country Club for their  weekly 
breakfast meetings at  8:00 a.m. on 
Tuesdays.   All men are welcome 
to join the group as they share fun,  
fellowship and faith. 



Dallas High School First Marking Period Honor Roll  - Mr. Jeffrey D. Shaffer, 
Dallas High School Principal, announces the first quarter honor roll.

The honor roll is determined by the following:  Honors with Distinction: 98-100, no C’s, 
D’s, or F’s.  First Honors: 93-97, no D’s or F’s.  Second Honors: 88-92, no D’s or F’s.

Honors with Distinction: Seniors: Jesteen Adams, Michael Alves, Abigail Bendick, Jacob Bozentka, Ma-
dalyn Bozinski, Nicholas Conway, Brian Drouse, Erik Dyrli, Melissa Fleming, Aleksey Gitelson, Haley 
Haddle, Lindsey Jacobs, Kelsey Karasinski, Connor Koscelansky, Ryan Marshall, Kameryn McGee, Aidan 
McLaughlin, Olivia Musto, Milan Novak, Kajal Patel, Jonathan Sabatini, Grace Schaub, Samantha Starbuck, 
Ashley Strazdus, Talia Szatkowski, Caroline Thomas, Christina Valenti, Christina Yannuzzi, Krzysztof Zie-
linski, Tara Zukosky.  

 Juniors: Lia Barbacci, Christopher Biesecker, Catherine Blankensop, Peter Capitano, Allison Deboer, Tanner 
Gattuso, Madison Goodwin, Lauren Hudak, Madeline Jones, Kaitlyn Kochanski, Michael Kovalick, Michelle Leonard, Rachel Luke, Stepha-
nie Lyons, Ryan Martin, Connor Motley, Justin Novitski, Julia Ramirez, Kathryn Roberts, Alexandra Rome, Kathryn Snedeker, Rebecca Stout, 
Krista Vivian.   
Sophomores: Angela Bendick, Paige Boyle, Zachary Charlton, Ryan Cohen, Maxine Derome, Christopher Good,  Sara Lojewski, Justin 
Marshall, Connor McAndrew, Abigail McCabe, Ann Metzloff, Troy Reinert,  Sara Schwartz,  Joelle Serafin,  Alexis Spaciano, Sarah Strazdus, 
Shayla Stuart,  Jordan Wilson.
Freshmen: Audrey Aristeo, Cassidy Buda, Caroline Conrad, Olivia Kimmerle, Andrew Kovalick, Gianna Leo, John Macey, Matthew Metzl-
off, Rayna Roberts, Peyton Ross, Dylan Shaver, Samantha Sorokin, Jennifer Yencha.
First Honors:  Seniors: Lauren Anderika, Kaylin Augustine, Brendan Baloh, Emily Banta, James Baut, Peter Baut, Amy Bolton, Sarah Boyd, 
Alexandra Bruch, Naejana Carredo, Katie Conrad, Dakota Cuba, Gabriella Darbenzio, Eric Davies, Michael Davis, Abigail Downs, Aaron El-
dred, Sarah Fasulka, Mallory Faux, Allen Fell, Lia Giampietro, Caitlin Gill, Cheyanne Gray, Collin Gryskiewicz, Kara Hockenberry, Anthony 
Huntington, Caylee Irvin, Amandeep Kaur, Omar Kazimi, Tyler Kerkowski, Sydney Kern, Owen Kiluk, Peter Konnick, Elizabeth Kutza, 
Alexandria Lesinski, Kellie Meehan, Devin Michalec, Alexandra Milligan, Kelsey Monahan, Ezra Moore, Jason Morgan, Alexis Murdoch, 
Julianna Murray, Gregory Navestad, Omar Nijmeh, Catrina Notari, Jessica O’Malley, Lindsey Oremus, Anthony Pace, Mark Pall, Alexis Pel-
char, Madison Perez, Eric Pincofski, Sara Pizzo, Jacob Plank, Carissa Price, James Rinehart, Megan Roberts, Marissa Rollman, Lia Ruggerio, 
Richard Sarker, David Schnable, Amanda Schwerdtman, Allyson Sebolka, Keisha Segear, Caroline Sheehan, Michael Shutlock, Jillian Simon, 
Kennedy Straitiff, Andrew Stubeda, Dylan Thomas, Sadie Trudgen, Caitlyn Vailes, Stephanie Vanderhoff, Carlotta Viana, Jillian Viercinski, 
Courtney Wagner, Joanna Wallace, Kassandra Weeks, Brittany Weinstein, David West, Jonathan Wilson, Mykala Wright, Cierra Yonchik, 
Stephanie Zimmerman.    
Juniors: Saleem Abualburak, Maria Ansilio, Brielle Brace, Lorenzo Buchhalter, Jacob Buda, Julie Butwin, Danielle Caputo, Maura Chappell, 
Taryn Chopyak, Andrew Chupka, Anthony Deluca, Catherine Dillon, Emma Doran, Alexa Dosiak, Lauren Dottor, Tayler Dove, Mariana 
Dymond, Timothy Elston, Chase Feeney, John Fessler, Lauren Finnegan, Joseph Fiorello, Jr., Joshua Frankevich, Devon Gerstein, Anna Gia-
cometti, Tabitha Grabowski, Tabbytha Greene, Kathryn Grose, Rachel Healey, Courtney Hoats, Annalisa Jolley, Taylor Joseph, Madison Ka-
minski, Katie Kapral, Kyleigh Kravits, Jared Krawetz, Angelo Kwak, Jillian Kwak, Caitlyn Landau, Dana Litchkowski, Robert Martin, Adam 
Niznik, Michaela O’Connell, Byron Oldeack, Joshua Orlandini, Marlena Ostrowski, Megan Parsons, Chad Phillips, Bria Polachek, Samantha 
Pollick, Arden Rice, Samantha Rinehimer, William Robbins, Jacob Roberts, Jacob Ross,  Janelle Sherman, Charles Siegel, Shawn Spencer, 
Griffin Stone, Bret Storrs, Jayson Strausser, Stephen Strumski, Justin Sweeney, Cameron Tuck, Daniell  Walsh, Alexis Wyandt, Kaitlyn Yakus, 
Anne Yanik, Justin Yavorski, Emilee Zawatski, Julia Zochowski.
Sophomores: Moustafa Almeky, Ashlie Alves, Hannah Baloga, Maria Bednar, Mikaila Chakon, Nicholas Christman, Austin Christo, Brandon 
Clemow, Jason Culp, Aneilia Cummings, Katelyn DeAnthony, Courtney Devens, Meghan Donahue, Leah Gorr, Mia Greenwood, Elizabeth 
Grose, Rachel Habib, Daniel Harpersberger, Emily Heltzel, Blake Herstek, Kaitlyn Hill, Joshua Hunter, Christopher Huntington, Madison 
Hurst, Ryan Kelly, Elizabeth Kennelly, Greta Ketchner, Tori Landon, Kate Lazzeri, Nina Leeds, Anna Lehane, Emma Lehman, Rachel Mani-
skas, Erin May, Corey McAndrew, Jordan McLaughlin, Megan Meyer, Megan Miller, Riley Oremus, James Oschal, Emily Pellam, Carley 
Perloff,  Collin Pertl, Desire Petrikonis,  Sara Reichold, Margaret Rinehart, Brianna Rinehimer, Christian Roberts, Madeleine Ross, Michael 
Santora, Madison Slacktish, Arthur Spears, Allison Stallard, Jacob Stritzinger, Jessica Stuart, James Vitale, Abigale Zondlo.   
Freshmen: Bradley Adams, Scott Alexander, Erin Amos, Madeline Arthur, Rebecca Balara, Samantha Banks, Victoria Barral, Kayla Bidding, 
Michael Biesecker, James Bittner, Christina Blankensop, Makenna Bryant, Jeffery Buscher, Michael Caravaggio, Alexander Charlton, An-
nalise Cheshire, Jessica Chinikaylo, Makiah Cintron, Michael Collins, Sarah Congdon, Issa Dahdal, Megan Daily,  George Davies, Cassidy 
Deleur, Jacob Dragon, Max Dzugan, Morgan Edwards-Lewis, A. Finarelli, Joseph Fioti, Andrew Francis, Sydney Fulton, Mason Gattuso, 
Hannah Gildea, Kimberly Gruver,  Emma Hastings, Joshua Holdredge, Hollie Holthaus, Michael Huntington, Morgan Jenkins, Hanna John-
son, Olivia Johnson, Olivia King, Angel Klemunes, Nicholas Kocher, Samuel Kravitsky, Nicholas Krivak, Mikail Krochta, Jessica Kush, 
Alicia Langan, Claudia Leu, Dylan Lisnow, Kimberly Manganella, Nathan Maransky, Nicolas Matcho, Evan McClain, Jordyn Miller, Zachery 
Minarik, Ryan Nelligan, Benjamin O’Connell, Emma Oley, Joseph Parsons, Drew Patton, Matthew Pehala, Angel Perez , Jeannie Pham, 
Caitlyn Pike, Gabriela Ramirez, Melinda Ratchford, Mikayla Reynolds, Larson Rice, Rachel Rollman, Christopher Sedeski, Heather Shively, 
Dalton Simpson, Asher Smart, Ryan Spears, Brody Strickland, Kaitlyn Strumski, Rayna Swida, Christian Tomsak, Bryce Van Deutsch, Han-
nah Vitale, Erika Wintersteen, Richard Wooditch, Josh Wyandt, Katherine Yablonsky, Kyle Yagloski, Jacob Yakus, Patrick Yurish, Kyle Zern, 
Abigail Zolner.
Second Honors: Seniors: Jacob Archer, William Colacito, Christopher Diltz, Sydney Emershaw, Autumn Everding, Lauren Gallagher, Heather 
Harvey, Eric Hoover, Thomas Ketchner, Ross Kleinman, Stephanie Lewis, William Luksic, David Mallarkey, Jr., Luke Matusiak, Jordan 
McCrum, Austin Monk, Morgan Morris, Justin Mucha, Nicholas Muldoon, Samantha Onda, Kyle Radzewicz, Robert Reichold, Matthew 
Reynolds, Jacob Schmid, Ashleigh Schwartz, Kelly Snyder, Kayla Stearn, Olivia Thomas, Mercedes Whitaker, Nathaniel Wood.   
Juniors: Abdulrhman Almeky, Calli Amadio, Kyle Archer, Joseph Blaine, Jessica Blat, Anthony Brominski, Kathleen Brown, Chandler Ca-
ruso, Kaitlyn Chacke, Ivy Chamberlain, Arthur Coolbaugh, Noah Cote, Cole Dixon, Bethany Dombek, Zachary Dottor, James Farrell, Hunter 
Hill, Alexis Hockenberry, Edward Hontz, II, Morgan Kapral, Christian Kimmerle, Samantha Lanunziata, Joseph Latzko, Paige Lewandowski, 
John Luksic, Rachel Magnotta, Megan Mancinelli, Ruby Mattson, Maya McCrum, Cory Metz, Linsey Miller, Tylar Miller, Cassidy Muldoon, 
David Oley, Grant Payne, David Simpson, Jr., Alycia Thomas, Nicole Wren, Kevin Young, Aaron Yurko, Tiffany Zukosky.  
Sophomores: Robert Ackerman, Kyle Besecker, Jacob Besecker,  Jarod Blockus, Kaylynn Bruch, Breiana Coolbaugh, Teresa Davis, Jadyn 
Dinardi, Benjamin Donahue, Julia Evans, Max Gordon, Matthew Gruver, Darian Guidry, Nickolas Guzzo, Brandon James, Haley Karasinski, 
Madalyn Kelley, Gabrielle Kosierowski, Talia Kosierowski, Rachael Kozick, Jessica Kus, Stone Mannello, Kyle Moskaluk, Abigail Noone, 
Ronald Ostrowski, III, Michael Parmelee, Justin Phillips, Ryan Phillips, Connor Phillips, Kaeli Samuel, Jonathon Scintilla, Justin Seiwell, 
Megan Sinoracki, Christian Sypniewski, Ethan Szczecinski, Andrew Thomas,  Joseph Thompson, Isabella Von Schmeling Diringshofen, 
Andrew Zeyher, Derek Zurn.  
Freshmen: Nora Brown, Dylan Caruso, Christopher Dautrich, Drake Dettore, Matthew Dillon, Anthony Dixon, Sayde Ellsworth, Joshua Fer-
ris, Bridget Goodrich, Andrew Grabowski, Kyle Gurzynski, Donna Herron, James Hunter, Joshua Kalna, Zachary Kalna, Kade Kravits, Alexis 
Lanunziata, Megan Lyons, Ty Madden, Matthew Magnotta, Ian Marhelski, Thomas Marsola, Autumn McCrum, Sean Mikovitch, Rachel Nel-
ligan, Alex Perry, Mark Regan, Mark Roginski, Nicole Russell, Olivia Shenefield, John Stachnik, Adam Sutton, Logan Tompkins, Francesca 
Treslar, Nnalu Ukattah, John Zardecki, Edward Zochowski.  
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The Back Mountain Chamber “BACK TO JAZZ” committee re-
cently made a donation to the Lake-Lehman Band from funds raised 
at the Jazz Festival they held earlier this fall. The event was held 
at the Huntsville Golf Club and honored long time musician Bobby 
Baird. Pictured above in photo are: Sandy Race, co-chair of the  Jazz 
committee, Mr. Higgins, Lake-Lehman Band Director, and Cheryl 
Summa of the Back Mountain Chamber.

Back Mountain Chamber committee 
recently made a donation to the 
Lake-Lehman Band
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Annual event to honor veterans hosted by State Representative Boback
By Sandy Peoples
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

      The eighth annual Veterans 
Recognition and Information Expo, 
hosted by State Representative Kar-
en Boback, was held on November 
1st on the campus of Misericordia 
University in Dallas.  It was held in 
conjunction with Misericordia Uni-
versity, Metz Culinary Management 
and the Dallas High School Student 
Leadership in Civics Club (SLIC).
     The day began with a break-
fast for the veterans and in service 
personnel sponsored by John and 
Mary Metz from Metz Culinary 
Management in honor of their vet-
eran fathers John Metz, Sr. and Paul 
Lauch.  The breakfast was followed 
by a program honoring our veterans 
and was conducted in large part by 
the Dallas SLIC Club.
     Representative Boback wel-
comed the veterans and their fami-
lies.  “Veterans are a driving force 
behind many of my legislative ac-
tivities and a true inspiration to me,”  
she  said.    “I   thank   them from the 
bottom of my heart.  I also thank all 
of you for coming out for this event 
today and every year. 
     So many of you are interested in

ensuring its success because of the  
gratitude we all have for our veter-
ans.”  She then presented each vet-
eran with a commemorative pin to 
mark the event.  
     The program was then turned 
over to the Dallas SLIC Club.  They 
honored all POW and MIA service 
personnel with a symbolic “empty 
chair” ceremony.  They had also pre-
pared a Power Point presentation de-
picting the history of Veteran’s Day.  
They conducted a panel interview of 
several area veterans and in service 
personnel asking questions relating 
to their military experiences.  Two 
of their members, Madalyn Bozinski 
and Aidan McLaughlin, offered mu-
sical presentations.
      At the end of the program, the 
veterans and their families filed out 
of the Lemmond Auditorium.  One 
veteran was heard to say, “I have all 
eight of the pins from this event, and 
I treasure all of them.”
      Following the formal program, 
the veterans and their families were 
invited to the Veterans Informa-
tion Expo in Insalaco Hall where 
more than two-dozen participating 
co-sponsors had display tables of 
veteran related materials regarding 
health care, employment, counseling 
services, education and much more.

Edwin Johnson, retired veteran of the Navy and Coast 
Guard, received a commemorative pin from State Rep-
resentative Karen Boback.  His career spanned 20 years 
and he retired as a Lt. Commander.

Members of Boy Scout Troop 281 participated in the program and were 
joined at breakfast by Misericordia President Dr. Tom Botzman who is an 
Eagle Scout.  Seated from left: David Schnable, Eric Davies, Michael San-
tora, Scout Leader Ron Santora.  Second row from left: Danny Burkhart, 
Ryan Kelly, Ryan Trumm, Dr. Botzman.

Members of the Dallas High School Student Leadership in Civics Club (SLIC) participated in the annual veteran’s 
event hosted by State Representative Karen Boback on the campus of Misericordia University, Dallas.  First row, 
from left: Grace Schaub, Joshua Frankevich, Michael Alves, Connor Koscelansky, Brian Drouse.  Second row: An-
thony Huntington, Erik Dyrli, Christina Valenti, President Madalyn Bozinski, Aidan McLaughlin, Luke Matusiak.  
Not pictured, their advisors Tom Gilroy and Joanne Drayer.

Madalyn Bozinski and Aidan 
McLaughlin offered two musi-
cal selections during the salute to 
veterans: “When the Roses Bloom 
Again,” and “American Tune.”
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