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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

      The Sweet Valley Volun-
teer Fire Company, in conjunc-
tion with the Yellow Rose 4-H 
Club, held a Harvest Festival 
on October 17 and 18. The 
event started with early bird 
breakfast and featured a tractor-
pull competition. There were 
also contests for the best deco-
rated pumpkin, favorite quilt, 
best decorated cake and favor-
ite scarecrow. There was also 
a show of antique cars, trucks, 
truck tractors and motorcycles.
      Julie Salansky, a senior at 
Lake- Lehman High School, 
helped to organize the event as 
part of her senior project. She is 
also required to present a poster 
board of her activities and she 
will be writing a paper about 
the history of the 4-H Club. She 
has been a member of the Yel-
low Rose 4-H Club for nearly 
10 years. 
       The Sweet Valley Fire 
Company will also be holding a 
Ham dinner from 4:30 to 6 pm, 
on Saturday, November 14. 
Take-outs are available start-
ing at 4 pm. Tickets are $10 for 
adults, $5 for 6-11 year olds, 
and children under 6 are free. 

Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire Company and Yellow Rose 
4-H Club recently held a Harvest Festival

Photo right: participating in 
the Harvest Festival in Sweet 
Valley were, from left, Jolie 
Perrego, Kim Thomas, Kurt 
Partington and his grandson 
Noah Partington.

Enjoying a family outing at the tractor-pull competition, from left, are 
Richard, Seanna, Jace, and Richard Damore, III, Barbara Quiggle and her 
grandson Jackson Probst.

Some members of Sweet Valley’s Volunteer Fire Co. from left, are Stan Davis, 
Samantha Headley, Holly Coletti, Anthony Coletti, and John Eidam.

Continued Page 2
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Photo left: Volunteers helping out at the Sweet 
Valley Harvest Festival are: Luke Josuweit, left, 
and Tyler Coletti.

Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire Company and Yellow Rose 4-H Club 
recently held a Harvest Festival
Photo right: Joyce DelKanic, left, 
and Judy Kittrick sold seasonal 
flowers at the Harvest Festival at 
Sweet Valley.
DelKanic’s Green House and 
Farm Market is open year round 
selling bulk food, farm produce 
and flowers and plants in season. 
It is located on Loyalville Outlet 
Road.
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Harveys Lake Yacht Club members 
support local food pantry
        For more than a dozen years, the members and friends of the Harveys 
Lake Yacht Club have made a generous donation to the Back Mountain Food 
Pantry.  The funds were raised by holding 50/50 raffles at every major event 
throughout the summer. 
          Yacht Club member Madeline Flynn, returning chairperson of the food 
pantry fundraiser, has made sure that raffle tickets were sold at every party 
and potluck dinner.  This year she raised $345.00 for the pantry to help meet 
its mission to help those less fortunate in our community.  
         Thanksgiving will soon be upon us, and dozens of families will benefit 
from the efforts of Mrs. Flynn and the yacht club members who donated so 
generously again this year.  Mrs. Flynn is a summer resident at the lake.  Her 
hometown is Philadelphia, but she is impressed with the efforts of our local 
food pantry and comes back every year to help raise awareness and funds.

The Meadows Auxiliary recently donated an additional 14 new flat-screen televisions to the Meadows Nurs-
ing & Rehabilitation Center. The Auxiliary also donated memory boards for each of the center’s 130 rooms 
for residents to display their greeting cards and other momentos. Proceeds from Market on the Pond and 
other Auxiliary fundraisers throughout the year make these gifts possible. Shown in photo above, first row 
from left are:  Jane Stepanik, Rose Schultz and Marian Templin. Standing behind from left are:  Mary Law, 
Cynthia Stickler, Bob Law, Louise Montigney, Pete Klein, Mike Bahara, Lloyd Ryman, Cheryl Bombik and 
Betty Sorchik.

Meadows Auxiliary donates TVs and 
Memory Boards to Meadows Residents

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 conducted the installation of 2015-16 officers on Sunday, 
October 19, 2015 at the Post home.  Installation of the Legion Riders and the Sons of the American Legion 
(SAL) were also conducted.  District 12 Installation Team consisted of John Emil Sr. and Joe Kelley.  Jim 
Baloga was reelected as Post Commander. Refreshments were served. Upcoming events were discussed.  
Shown in photo above are:  George Tucker, Adjutant, Darlene Kupstas, Finance Officer, Commander Jim 
Baloga,  and Art Parks, Senior Vice Commander. Standing behind from left are: John Emil, Sr., District 12, 
Ned Podehl, Sgt.-at Arms, Clarence J. Michael, Historian, and Joe Kelley, District 12.

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672
Recently Conducted Installations

Holiday Craft & Gift Fair at 
Irem Clubhouse
     The public is invited to the Holiday Craft and Gift Fair on Sunday, Nov. 
15, from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., in the Irem Clubhouse Grand Ballroom, located 
at 64 Ridgway Drive, Dallas. Browse through dozens of vendors’ stands 
with items ranging from home decorations to body products to handmade 
jewelry.  Admittance is free. Refreshments will be available for purchase in 
the Irem Clubhouse Restaurant and Pub. For details, please call 570-675-
1134, extension 2 or 3.
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Leggio’s hosts 
fundraiser for the 
Back Mountain 
Memorial Library
      On Tuesday evening, No-
vember 3 from 5pm to 8pm, the 
Friends of the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library and Leggio’s 
Italian Restaurante, 64 E. Center 
Hill Road, Dallas will join togeth-
er to host a fundraising event at 
the restaurant to support the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library.
     A percentage of the total sales 
(bar not included) taken in during 
that time, including eat-in, take 
out and gift certificates purchased, 
will be donated to the library.
     Look for the library display at 
the front of the restaurant and reg-
ister to win a Leggio’s Gift Card 
as our thanks for your attendance 
and support.

Community Spaghetti Dinner 
       A Fall Community Spaghetti Dinner is planned to benefit Path-
ways Unplanned Pregnancy Help Center. Join us on November 14, 
2015 from 4pm to 7pm. Donations appreciated.  Huntsville Christian 
Church / Freedom Hill is located at 1160 Church Road in  Dallas. For 
information visit our website at: www.huntsvillechristianchurch.org.

       The community is invited to 
attend an Alzheimer’s Interfaith 
Candlelight Vigil presented by the 
Meadows Nursing & Rehabilita-
tion Center and the Alzheimer’s 
Association on Tuesday, November 
10th at 6:00 at the center located at 
4 E. Center Hill Road, Dallas. An 
ecumenical service will be held in 
the Chapel with clergy and music, 
followed by an outdoor lighting 
ceremony. The evening will con-
clude with light refreshments. For 
additional information please call 
(570) 675-8600 ext. 115 or 195.
          The Meadows Nursing & 
Rehabilitation Center hosts an 
Alzheimer’s Support Group on 
the first Thursday of each month 
at 10:00 am in the Meadows board 
room. This support group benefits 
caregivers by providing the op-
portunity to address their concerns 
and learn about the newest devel-
opments in the treatment of this 
disease. 
      Shown in photo seated from 
left are: Cheryl Bombick; Maryan 
Daily and Carol Yezilski. Standing 
behind from left are: Camille Fioti; 
Joan Lenahan; Cristina Tarbox, 
Meadows Administrator; Nancy 
Space; Cynthia Sickler and Royal 
Sutton.

Alzheimer Candlelight Vigil at Meadows Nursing 
& Rehabilitation Center



Community News • November 2015 • Page 5

At a recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry, a generous donation was 
presented by Skip Sensbach, a professor at Misericordia University in Dallas. During a recent event at the 
Arts at Hayfield, Sensbach sold 100 of his handcrafted pottery bowls for $10.00 each bringing in a donation 
of $1,000.00.  This is the tenth year that he has spent his own time, materials and labor to create and sell the 
bowls.  The food pantry board is grateful for his continued support. Shown in photo above, from left are:  
Board Member Lena Baur, Board Member Carolyn Straka, Board President Bob McGuire, Skip Sensbach, 
Food Pantry Manager Carol Eyet, and Board Member Cal Sutton.

Empty Bowls help fill food pantry shelves
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All third grade students in the Back Mountain area schools were re-
cently given their own copy of a dictionary.  The Dallas Rotary Club 
dictionary project committee distributed more than 350 books to Dal-
las and Lake-Lehman School District students.  The third grade teach-
ers and their students welcomed the Rotarians and thanked them for 
their dedication to literacy and education.  Shown in photo above are:
first row, from left: Derek Rizzo, Keith Hughes, Ashlyn Chesonis,  and 
Cora Finn. Second row: Rotarian Jerry Reisch, Dallas Elementary 
School Principal Thomas Traver, Rotarian and Dictionary Project 
Chairman Ken Chapple.

Rotary Club of Dallas donates 
dictionaries to students

        National American Miss 
State Ambassador Megan Daily, 
daughter of Ken and Bev Daily, 
has earned the opportunity to 
attend National Competition 
through her successful scored 
events in Public Speaking and 
Stage Performance.  The Na-
tional Pageant is to be held in 
Anaheim, California at Disney-
land during Thanksgiving week, 
representing the great state of 
PA!         
          Megan will have the oppor-
tunity to win her share of over 
$500,000 in cash and prizes. 
The National American Miss 
Pageants are dedicated to celebrating America’s greatness and 
encouraging its future leaders.  Each year the pageant awards 1.5 
million dollars in cash, scholarships, and other prizes.  The Na-
tional American Miss Pageants are unlike any other.  All activi-
ties and competitions are age appropriate.
       National American Miss Pageants are for “Today’s Girl” 
and “Tomorrow’s Leaders.”  The Pageant program is based on 
inner-beauty, as well as poise and presentation.  The Pageant is 
dedicated to developing the success of young women across our 
nation with a program.  Emphasis is put on the importance of 
gaining self-confidence, learning new skills, learning good at-
titudes about competition, and setting and achieving personal 
goals.  The Pageant seeks to recognize the accomplishments of 
each girl while encouraging her to set goals for her future.  
         Miss Megan’s additional activities include Dallas Key Club, 
Sophomore Steering, Marching Band, Science Olympiad, and 
Global Education Program.

National American Miss 
State Ambassador

At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Dallas, District 7410 Governor Barbara Belon made her official 
visit to the club to discuss the talents of the members of the club and how their talents benefit our commu-
nity.  Shown in photo above, from left are: President Jason Jolly, District Governor Barbara Belon, Past 
District Governor Art Peoples and Assistant Governor Jerry Reisch.

Rotary District 7410 Governor visits Dallas Rotary Club

Dallas Borough 
Fall Leaf Collection 
Program will begin 
in November 
         Leaf collection will continue through-
out the entire month of November or until 
the first significant snow event of the winter 
season.  The Borough asks that our residents 
comply with the following leaf collection 
guidelines:
           Leaves only (no grass clippings or other 
yard waste) should be raked to the curbside 
for vacuum collection.  The vacuum equip-
ment will not function properly if residents 
commingle yard waste with the leaves.
       Residents are asked to please rake all 
leaves to the curbside in long thin rows ap-
proximately three feet wide.  Placing the 
leaves curbside in this manner will facilitate 
collection.  Do not place any items on the 
roadway or within gutters.  This will create a 
hazard for drivers and potentially block storm 
drains. 
        Residents that prefer to collect leaves and 
place them in plastic bags may do so by plac-
ing the bags curbside for pick-up. Please con-
tact the Dallas Borough administrative office 
at 570-675-1389 or the Road Department at 
570-674-5362 with any questions concerning 
the Dallas Borough 2015 Fall Leaf collection 
program.

For advertising call Lisa at 570-674-7772 
or email communitynews123@comcast.net
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Antiques & Collectibles 
Thursdays ~ Fridays ~ Saturdays ~ Sundays

Each month the faculty and staff at Lake-Lehman Junior-Senior High 
School recognize four Students of the Month based on their demonstra-
tion of citizenship, leadership, and scholarship.  Pictured with Princi-
pal Doug Klopp are September Students of the Month - 7th graders: 
Walker Kmetz and Erin McLaughlin and 8th graders: Samantha Aben 
and Gabriel Zielinski. 

Lake-Lehman Junior High 
Students of the Month

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE! 
Saturday, November 7th and Sunday, November 8th • 10-5PM

Lake-Lehman High School Theatre is well underway for all the 
preparations and rehearsals to present the classic CHARLIE 
BROWN’S CHRISTMAS!    It will be presented almost fifty years 
to the day that it first aired on national US television on December 
6, 1965! Performances are Saturday, December 5 at 7 pm. and Sun-
day, December 6 at 2 pm in the Lake-Lehmam High School The-
atre, Lehman.  
General Admission tickets are $8 for adults, and $6 for students and 
senior citizens.  Community groups of 20 or more can obtain a dis-
count by contacting the Director in advance, ginamajor@aol.com. 
Volunteer Box Office is 570-901-1259.
Young kids and adults alike will enjoy the visit to Charlie Brown’s 
Christmas, live on stage, as well as pre-alert that Santa can abso-
lutely make it to this show!!  All your favorite characters will be 
ready to show you the true meaning of Christmas, including Char-
lie and Linus, Snoopy, Sally, Patty, Violet, Frieda, Peppermint Pat-
ty, Schroeder and more!

“Charlie Brown’s Christmas” at Lake-Lehman High School
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Back Mountain Memorial Library held an Apple Harvest Auction
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      The Back Mountain Memo-
rial Library held an Apple Harvest 
Auction on October 13 at Steve 
Traver’s Auction Barn in Dallas.
       “We started talking about it 
when we got rained out of one 
full night of this year’s auction,” 
said Traver, who volunteered not 
only his Auction Barn and his own 
auctioneering services but also the 
services of his employees. “There 
are eight of my people volunteer-
ing here tonight. 100% of the pro-
ceeds go to the library. It’s a great 
cause.”
     Most of the 250 pieces avail-
able at the Apple Harvest Auction 
were left over from the July event 
but there were also some new do-
nations. 
      “We have mostly antiques here 
tonight which is good because 
that’s what we specialize in. There 
are some great pieces of furniture,” 
said Traver who has been a volun-
teer auctioneer for the library for 
20 years. There were also some 
beautiful quilts including one made 
by Leslie Horoshko, the Antiques 
Chair for the auction. 
     “Steve is the best auctioneer in 
the state,” said Betty Ashbridge, 
whose late husband Ernest was 
the Antiques Chairman for a great 
many years. “No one has the pizazz 
that Steve has.”
      The Apple Harvest Auction also 
included a Bake Sale, Plant Sale, 
Jewelry Sale and a Used Book 
Sale, all to help raise funds to sup-
port the Back Mountain Memorial 
Library. Additional sponsors of the 
event were Brace’s Orchards and 
Dymond’s Farm Market.

Jim Snyder, right, bought his bidder number from Diane Traver, left, Mar-
ilyn Feldman  at the Apple Harvest Auction at Traver’s Auction Barn.

Volunteers for the event included, from left, Craig Scales, Maureen 
Leahigh, and Mary Ann Finch.

 Leslie Horoshko, Antiques Chair for the library auction, is holding a 
beautiful quilt she made and donated for the auction.

Photo right: Slightly Read Book-
shop manager Lee Lawrence, 
left, is pictured with State Rep-
resentative Karen Bobeck at the 
Apple Harvest Auction. “We 
are all volunteers, and all dona-
tions at the used Bookstore helps 
the Library. The Library gets 
all of the proceeds,” said Lee, of 
the bookshop located in the Li-
brary’s basement. “We are now 
selling bags of paperbacks for $3 
a bag.”

Lisa Snyder, left, and Laura Davis, right, had some fun with Jewelry 
Chair Rachel Wiernusz at the event.
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At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Dallas, Shavertown resident, 
JoAnn Prohaska, was inducted as the club’s newest member.  She joins 
the club’s 43 other members who are dedicated to serving the citizens 
of the Back Mountain.  From left: Past President Todd Buckley, Presi-
dent Jason Jolley, JoAnn Prohaska, Rotarian Sponsor Becky Yurko.  

Fall Fair 
attendees support 
the food pantry
      Many patrons who attended the 
Luzerne County Fall Fair in Sep-
tember brought non-perishable food 
with them to donate to the Back 
Mountain Food Pantry.  Almost 
400 pounds of food were donated 
and delivered to the pantry to help 
those less fortunate in our commu-
nity.  The Board of Directors of the 
pantry wish to convey their thanks 
to the public for their generosity.

Dallas Rotary Club welcomes 
new member

Ham Dinner
      Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire 
Company, Sweet Valley, will serve 
a ham dinner on Saturday, Novem-
ber 14.   Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30.  
Take-outs begin at 4:00.  Adults 
$10.00, children under 12 are $5.00 
and children under 6 eat free.  Call 
(570) 477-5121 for more informa-
tion.

KLEIN CHIROPRACTIC
Wellness Column 

Presented by: Roberta Klein, LDN, D.C. 
Nathanael Klein D.C., Albert Klein, D.C. 

and Ross Spencer, D.C.
This Halloween, Treat Your Skeleton to a

Chiropractic Posture Check
         How scary is your posture? Posture is the key to a sound skeleton. 
Poor posture spurs structural imbalances, inciting bone and joint dys-
function. When the spine is out of alignment, a straightening or rever-
sal of the back’s natural curves occurs. This leads to conditions such as 
“military neck” “hunch back” and “sway back”. 
      Structural imbalances like these alter the natural motion of the spine, 
leading to degeneration and osteoarthritis. Imbalanced spines are also 
predisposed to injury from  repetitive work or sports activities. In fact, 
many “injury-prone” individuals aren’t merely unlucky - they have pos-
tural discrepancies.
     Poor posture doesn’t just affect the spine, it influences the entire 
skeleton. For instance, imbalances in the spine often cause one hip to 
rise slightly, raising up the adjoining leg. During walking or running, the 
legs receive a disproportionate amount of force - triggering injury.
    This Halloween, Drs. Klein and Ross Spencer are helping new pa-
tients treat their skeleton by teaching simple “posture checks” to moni-
tor for postural problems. We also focus on preventing these problems 
in the first place. We also use a soft touch adjusting technic without the 
twisting or cracking. Learn more about how to scare away bone and 
joint degeneration. Call Drs. Klein and Ross Spencer, chiropractors and 
holistic-care providers at (570) 675-3833 to make an appointment today. 
Drs. Klein and Spencer are currently accepting new patients.

Dr. Nathanael Klein D.C.
KLEIN CHIROPRACTIC

3130 Memorial Highway, Dallas. Call 570-675-3833

Bloomingdale Grange Hall plans 
concert
          “Greenwood Valley Boys”--Country, Bluegrass, and Gospel at the  
Bloomingdale Grange Hall, Silo / Grange Hall Road, Bloomingdale (rural 
Shickshinny), on Saturday, November 14,  4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. $7.00 at the 
door. Call 570-256-7610 for directions. Food available.
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The Back Mountain Men’s Ecumenical Group recognized their veterans with a special group photograph 
taken at their weekly Tuesday morning breakfast meeting at the Irem Country Club in Dallas.  The men 
are sponsoring a Veteran’s Concert on Sunday, November 8th at 4:00 PM at the Shavertown United Meth-
odist Church, 163 N. Pioneer Avenue, Shavertown.  All proceeds will benefit the First Lt. Michael Cleary 
Veteran’s Fund which helps returning veterans in our area.  Shown in photo above, first row from left are:  
Mark Chamberlain, Marines; John Brougher, Air  Force; Pete Roushey, Army Air Force; Tom Robinson, 
Navy; Fred F. Murray, Air Force; Rev. William Lewis, Army Chaplain.  Second row: Royal Sutton, Air 
Force, Art Peoples, Air Force, Patrick McGough, Navy; Marvin Cunningham, Navy; George Cross, Army; 
John Sichler, Army; Willis Ide, Army; John Doerfler, Army; Bucky O’Neil, Marines; George Parrs, Army; 
and Don Dickson, Air Force.                                                                                               Photo by Sandy Peoples

Men’s Group recognizes their veteransEarly Retirement:  Can You Get There?
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
of MF Advisers, Inc.
        Early retirement – the thought of it can bring a 
smile to many faces, but how realistic is this goal?  
Well, that depends on a host of factors – some of 
which you have a lot of control over; others, not 
so much.  Let’s investigate what hurdles we need 
to jump over to make early retirement a possibil-
ity for you!
         Probably the most important factor that you 
have on your side (provided you’re young enough to benefit from it) is 
time….yes, time.  With the powerful (almost magical) combination of time 
and compounding, you can grow your wealth exponentially.  However, you 
need to start saving a lot of money very early and invest a good portion of 
your retirement in assets that can appreciate significantly over time (ex: the 
stock market, real estate, commodities, etc.).  Otherwise early retirement is 
nothing but a pipe dream.
         Now I’m sure some of you would love to hit it big at the casino or the 
lottery, or get a windfall from a rich relative when you’re still young.  Of 
course, the odds say that you’re more likely to get struck by lightning twice 
in your lifetime than becoming a big lottery winner!  Therefore, putting 
together a plan of action for early retirement is essential if you’re serious 
about making it happen.  Don’t take Han Solo’s advice when it comes to 
retiring early – you need to know the odds.
         You would need to consider using tax-deferred or tax-advantaged ac-
counts (ex: 401(k)s, 403(b)s, IRA – both traditional and Roth – annuities, 
etc.) to house some portion of your retirement investments, or else the tax 
man might take a big bite out of your early retirement funds.  If you’re 
young and self-employed, you have a number of extra options – with some 
higher yearly investing limits – at your disposal when it comes to saving 
early and often for retirement (ex: solo 401(k), SEP-IRA, etc.).
If you have a second job or a part-time business where you make extra 
money separate from your primary occupation, consider using those funds 
to begin saving for an early retirement.  Eliminating or not racking up any 
high-interest debts (ex: store credit cards) and living at or below your means 
gives you a much better chance of retiring early than if you are saddled with 
debts from “keeping up with the Joneses”.  Nothing like being house-poor 
and having to work – because you have to – until you drop dead, right?
         If you are still in your 20’s or even your 30’s, you can retire early 
but you must make a concerted effort to get there.  Planning is essential; it 
won’t happen by accident (unless you’re extremely lucky).  You must have 
a saver’s mentality, not a spender’s.  Enjoying the good life by hanging it up 
from having to work when you’re in your 40’s or 50’s and living off of what 
you’ve accumulated up to that point is a difficult but attainable goal.  If you 
can’t plan to do it on your own, make sure you have the right financial advi-
sor (aka a fiduciary) to help guide you on your early retirement path.  Here’s 
to you sipping a tall, colorful drink while sitting on the beach of a tropical 
island while you’re still young enough to enjoy it!
       Find an experienced financial advisor who helps clients plan to retire on 
a regular basis, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her money from fees (NOT 
commissions), believes in having an abundance of investment choices for 
clients, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesman, and 
chances are you’ve found the right financial advisor to help you prepare and 
plan for retirement.
      For more information, please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, email 
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524.
        About MF Advisers, Inc. MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-only 
RIA firm and fiduciary based in PA & FL specializing in retirement plan-
ning, wealth management, investment advice, and financial planning.
         With 20+ years of licensed experience, over 10 years of professional 
education, and an unwavering commitment to improving your financial 
situation, MF Advisers, Inc. is the advisory firm to best serve YOU.
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Apprise Counselor available 
at Senator Baker’s Office
    An Apprise program counselor will be available to 
meet with senior citizens who have questions about 
Medicare and affiliated programs on November 13 
and December 4 in the Dallas office of Senator Lisa 
Baker. The counselor will be available those days 
from 9 a.m. to noon. The counselor is being provided 
by the Area Agency on Aging of Luzerne and Wyo-
ming counties as a courtesy to Sen. Baker’s constit-
uents. The counselor can also answer questions re-
garding PACE, PACENET and Extra Help, fraud and 
abuse matters. Appointments are required and can be 
scheduled by calling 570-675-3931. 
      Those scheduling appointments must bring photo 
ID, their Medicare card and proof of income, includ-
ing Social Security earnings. Baker’s office is located 
in the Dallas Shopping Center, Dallas.

       Trinity Learning Center in 
Dallas recently celebrated Fire 
Prevention week with a visit from 
volunteers of the Dallas Fire and 
Ambulance Department. 
          The students learned about 
fire safety and what it is to be a 
fireman. A fire truck along with 
an ambulance were at the school 
for the children to see and they 
each received a fire hat to take 
home. 
      Shown in photo, first row 
from left are:  Caroline Keifer, 
Sienna Talamelli, Colbi Cox, 
Fireman Tim, Natalie Baer, Jay 
Rouse, Hunter Carpenter, Blake 
Stravinski and Jacob Ratuszny. 
Second row from left are:   Fire-
man Rich, Braden Sromovski, 
Avery Hodle, Gianna Chopyak, 
Brislyn Reilly, Kayden Martin, 
Otto Zielen, Hayden Harrison 
and  Fireman Mike.

Trinity Learning Center in Dallas recently celebrated Fire Prevention week PA House of
Representatives 
designates
October 24 as 
World Polio Day
       Through the efforts of Dallas Ro-
tarians and State Representative Karen 
Boback, and Plains Rotarian Dr. Paul 
Muczynski, the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives, recognizing Ro-
tary International’s effort to eradicate 
Polio, designated October 24 as World 
Polio Day in Pennsylvania.
      In 1985, Rotary International 
launched Polio Plus and spearheaded 
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
with the World Health Organization, 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and UNICEF to immunize 
all of the children of the world against 
polio. The number of polio cases has 
dropped by 99 percent since 1988, 
and the world stands on the threshold 
of eradicating only the second disease 
in history. 
   Rotary has contributed more than 
US $1 billion and countless volunteer 
hours to the protection of more than 
two billion children in 122 countries. 
These efforts are providing much 
needed operational support, medical 
personnel, laboratory equipment, and 
educational materials for health work-
ers and parents. In addition, Rotary 
has played a major role in decisions of 
donor governments to contribute $8 
billion to the effort.
      More than 12 thousand Pennsyl-
vania Rotarians in 369 Rotary Clubs 
throughout the Commonwealth con-
tinue to sponsor service projects to 
address such critical issues as poverty, 
health, hunger, illiteracy, and the en-
vironment in their local communities 
and abroad.
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Alzheimer’s Support Group meets 
monthly at the Meadows Nursing 
Center 
    The Meadows Nursing & Rehab. Center hosts an Alzheimer’s 
Support Group on the first Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Meadows board room. This support group benefits caregivers by 
providing the opportunity to address their concerns and learn about 
the newest developments in the treatment of this disease.   
    For more information, call (570) 675-8600, extension 115 or 195.

Grief Support 
Group
        A Grief Support Group is 
available at River of Life Fellow-
ship Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, 
Lehman, on an  as-needed basis.  
If you need help, or just someone 
to talk to, call Denise at 570-639-
2115 for further information.

At a recent meeting of the Dallas Rotary Club, guest speaker Matt 
Pompey from the Tunkhanncok Rotary Club gave a passionate speech 
involving a project he is spear heading in Northeastern Pennsylvania.  
The Drug Take Back Project is designed to educate the public about 
the dangers of home medicine cabinet drugs, to reduce prescription 
drug abuse by our youth, and to eliminate unwanted drugs from being 
flushed down the toilet and entering our water supply.  The program 
provides community outreach information in cooperation with the 
District Attorney’s office and independent pharmacies that are willing 
to collect the drugs for proper disposal by incineration.  The Dallas 
Rotary Club is looking into a role they can play in our community to 
properly dispose of drugs to save lives and the environment.  Shown in 
photo above, from left are: Dallas Rotary Club President Jason Jolley, 
Tunkhannock Rotarian Matt Pompey, Dallas Rotarian and Pharmacist 
Paul Saxon, Dallas Rotarian and Assistant Governor of District 7410 in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Jerry Reisch. 

Rotary Clubs engage in Drug 
Take Back Project

Dallas Township 
Bagged Leaves 
Collection
     This year the Dallas Township 
Road Department is setting aside 
two weeks for collecting bagged 
leaves from Township residents. 
Bagged-leaf collection will begin 
on Monday, November 9 and run 
through Friday, November 20, 2015, 
weather permitting.
     Residents must bag their leaves in 
bio-degradable composting bags and 
place them curbside. Plastic garbage 
bags will not be accepted. No bags 
or leaves are to be placed in the roads 
or in the gutters. If you do not com-
ply with Township requirements, 
your leaves will not be picked up.  
There are no set dates or times for 
individual Township street pickup.
        The Township’s leaf machine 
will focus on water problem area 
roads prior to any other.

Closed on Thanksgiving Day

Winter Parking 
Ordinance
        Kingston Townhip Winter 
Parking Ordinance will be in effect 
starting November 1 until March 
31, 2016. Parking is prohibited on 
Kingston Township streets between 
the hours of 10pm and 6am daily. 
Also parking is prohibited on streets 
during snow storms or for eight 
hours after the end of a storm. 
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Lowest Prices 
Guaranteed!

charity,  and  all donations are tax 
deductible as allowed by law.
        Smaller amounts of donated 
food from individuals may be 
dropped off at Cook’s Pharmacy, 
Rt. 309, Shavertown; Hilbert’s 
Tractor Store, Rt. 415, Dallas; and 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, off Rt. 
118, Dallas, during their regular 
hours of operation.
       Suggested nonperishable food 
items needed during November and 
December are: cranberry sauce, 
stuffing mix, boxed dried potato 
mix, canned sweet potatoes, canned 
gravy, canned fruits and vegetables, 
macaroni and cheese, rice, pasta, 
canned evaporated milk, hot choco-
late mix, tea, canned hams, tuna 
fish, peanut butter, jelly, Jell-0, pud-
ding mix, cake mixes, canned frost-
ing, cereal, juice and soup.  
  The Board of Directors of the 
Back Mountain Food Pantry wish 
to thank everyone for their support 
throughout the holidays and all year 
long.  The food pantry and the ser-
vice it provides would not be possi-
ble without the generous support of 
the residents of our Back Mountain 
community.

Your donations are needed at the Back Mountain Food Pantry
       Help from the public is needed 
to restock the shelves at the Back 
Mountain Food Pantry.  Demand 
for food is up substantially during 
this holiday season, and supplies 
are down due to reduced giving 
during summer vacation time and 
budget impasse  at the state level.  
      It is expected that more than 200 
Thanksgiving  food  orders will  be

distributed to registered clients just 
in time for the holiday.  And as tem-
peratures begin to fall as we head 
into the winter season, families and 
the elderly will have the dilemma 
of food vs. fuel, or food vs. medi-
cations.
    Also children will be out of school 
for the holidays and miss receiving 
some   of   their   meals   at  school.

      Any individuals or groups wish-
ing to conduct a food drive during 
November and December to help 
with the food needed for the season 
are encouraged to schedule deliv-
ery to the food pantry as soon as 
possible.  
       Please call 570-696-2917 to 
schedule food drives and delivery 
dates so that the volunteers can be 
on hand to receive, sort and organize 
the food.  All food items should car-
ry current dates to ensure their qual-
ity and nutritional value. The food 
pantry is located in the lower level 
of the Trucksville United Methodist 
Church Administration Building.
       Monetary donations for the 
food pantry holiday project may be 
sent to: Back Mountain Food Pan-
try, c/o Trucksville United Meth-
odist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, 
Trucksville, PA  18708.  Checks 
should be made payable to the Back 
Mountain Food Pantry.   The pantry 
is   now   an    approved   501(c)(3) 

Creating a
Community of 
Hope and Healing, 
conference to be 
held in November 
       Family Service Association 
of Northeastern PA (FSA NEPA) 
will host the 6th Annual National 
Family Week Conference entitled 
“Suicide: Creating A Community 
of Hope and Healing” on Friday,                   
November 20, 2015. The event 
will be held at Genetti Best West-
ern Hotel and Conference Center in 
Wilkes-Barre and registration will 
start at 8am. 
     Twenty exhibitors will be avail-
able with resources for attendees 
throughout the day. Topics included 
during the Conference will include: 
Suicide and Substance Abuse, 
Active Listening; Suicide in the 
LGBT Community; Suicide and 
the Youth; Suicide and the Elderly; 
Suicide and Veterans. There will 
also be a Family Survivor’s Panel. 
      For information on the upcom-
ing conference or to become a 
sponsor for the event, contact FSA 
NEPA at 570-823-5144, ext. 312 or 
email tlangan@fsanepa.org. 
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Wyoming Valley 
Civil War Round-
table plans meeting
    The Wyoming Valley Civil War 
Roundtable will meet on Thursday, 
November 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the lower level of the Daddow-Isaa-
cs American Legion, 730 Memorial 
Highway, Dallas. The Program for 
the evening is entitled: “The Civil 
War in Indian Territory” and will be 
presented by Mr. Jeff Schultz, Assis-
tant Professor of History at LCCC. 
Mr. Schultz will present an over-
view of civil war battles fought in 
Indian territory covering the major 
participants, battles and outcomes.
     The program is open to the pub-
lic.  A three dollar donation will be 
accepted for non-members. New 
members are always welcome.
    For information contact John at 
(570) 675-8936.

Several members of the Dallas High School Class of 1965 recently visited the Back Mountain Food Pantry 
carrying a very large check.  In July they celebrated their 50th class reunion and wanted to do something 
special for their community.  They collected $1,000 in cash and food donations and presented them to the 
food pantry manager during their visit. In photo above, first row from left are: Jo-Ann Norrie Sarley, Linda 
McDermott, Harry Sweppenheiser, Food Pantry Manager Carol Eyet, and Linda Parsons Ondish.  Second 
row: Margaret Kasmark Dwinchick, Sharon Bedford Dixon, Janice Hannah Curtis, Ken Chapple, Diana 
Pickett Berry, and Chris Klug Chmarney.

Dallas HS Class of ‘65 remembers their community Craft & Holiday 
Gift Sale
       Join us on Saturday, November 
14, at the  Dallas Eastern Star Build-
ing Association,  15 Foster Street, 
Dallas,  (behind CVS Drugstore) 
from  9:00am to 3:00pm.
      Eastern Star members will be 
serving lunch and selling “Our Fa-
mous Welsh Cookies”. 
      A variety of  items will be 
available along with lunch, featur-
ing Haluski and Homemade soup. 
Come out and enjoy doing some 
shopping and enjoy lunch with a 
friend.
        For vendor information call: 
Dianne Corby at (570) 675-4893.

Events at Dallas 
Baptist Church
       We have some great community 
outreach events planned for this fall 
at the Dallas Baptist Church, Briar-
crest and Memorial Highway, Har-
veys Lake. (Next to the Idetown Fire 
Station).
     November 4 - prayer walk in the 
community to meet people and iden-
tify opportunities to help with needs 
among our neighbors.
       November 11 - food bank 
drive to benefit the Noxen Pastor’s 
Food Pantry. http://www.noxenpa.
com/pantry.html  Our focus will be 
on baking and “big meal” items, 
although any non-perishable items 
are welcome and needed. Paper and 
cleaning products are also very much 
appreciated. 
        November 18 - book collection 
for Christmas gifts for children and 
teens. New or very gently used books 
for all ages will be collected for dis-
tribution to area families. Books  
and food for the food bank may be 
dropped off between 6-8PM, or you 
may contact deaconsofDBC@gmail.
com to arrange for a pickup.
       December 2 - we will host a 
Christmas Gift Wrapping Party. 
Bring your gifts and we will wrap 
them while you wait. There is no 
charge and anyone is welcome to 
participate. Gifts may be brought be-
tween 5-8PM.
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       Dallas Active Adult Center 
recently enjoyed a presentation 
by Dr. Bode Morin, Director of 
Eckleys Miner Village and Mu-
seum accompanied by Helen 
Grebski, from Wilkes University 
Polish Room. The museum rep-
resents the lives of immigrant 
anthracite coal miners and their 
families. Members shared per-
sonal stories of their ancestors 
lives who “worked the mines” 
and displayed photos, artifacts, 
memorabilia, and tools passed 
down to them. 
      Pictured in photo are mem-
bers: Joseph Hayer, Frank 
Negvesky, Helen Grebski from 
Wilkes Polish Room, Dr. Bode 
Morin, Director of Eckley Mu-
seum, and Betsy Balara.

Dallas Active Adult Center recently enjoyed a presentation, Eckleys Miner 
Village and Museum 

HELP WANTED

Confirmation 
Class project 
supports those 
who are hungry
        The 2015 Confirmation Class 
at Gate of Heaven Church, Dallas, 
is taking on a huge Thanksgiving 
service project.  They are collecting 
non-perishable food to give to fami-
lies in need in their own parish and 
those clients in need who are served 
through the Back Mountain Food 
Pantry.  
       Church members and friends 
were asked to bring what they can 
to each Mass in September, October 
and in November. The Confirmation 
Class will pray in preparation, and 
collect and organize all donations.  
They will announce their progress 
during Mass. Their goal is 5,000 
cans.   
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

       Harvest Moon Hollow Country 
Store, located at 1842 State Route 118 
in Sweet Valley, held its Grand Open-
ing on October 10. The store offers a 
variety of craft items but one of its main 
features is Alpaca wool fiber and things 
made from those fibers.
         “We have nine Alpacas and I can 
pretty much tell you which one each of 
those came from,” said Kevin Mooney 
of the skeins of alpaca wool available in 
shades ranging from oatmeal to a rich 
dark brown. “People love Alpaca fiber. 
It’s warmer than wool and softer than 
cashmere.”
        Harvest Moon Hollow sells thick 
shoe inserts they make from their alpaca 
fiber. They are a great warm boot liner. 
They also sell a lot of Alpaca wool items 
that are imported from South America. 
They have both super thick and regular 
thickness socks in a variety of colors 
both dyed and natural. They also have 
hats, scarves, and mittens, all very soft 
and warm.
     “We just fell in love with the Alpacas 
the first time we saw them. They are the 
neatest animals. They are gentle and 
peaceful,” said Rebecca Mooney, a part 
time therapist who is retired from the 
PA Department of Corrections. “At one 
point we had 16 but we had to downsize 
a bit to move them to this new space. 
They are in back of the store for people 
to see but it is not a petting zoo.” The Al-
pacas are accompanied in their corral by 
an 8-month-old livestock guardian dog 
who also loves his Alpacas and is very 
protective of them.
      Harvest Moon Hollow Country Store 
features a variety of country crafts and 
will have a room dedicated to Christmas 
items for the holiday season. 
      “My wife wanted to open a store 
for a long time and she’s been collect-
ing things for it over the years,” said 
Kevin, a Registered Nurse. “Becky likes 
to make jewelry and we will be selling 
that, too.”
In addition, the store also sells some 
items on consignment from local artists. 
There are seasonal wreaths and hand 
painted vases and wine glasses to name 
a few.
     Harvest Moon Hollow Country Store 
is open from 10 am to 6 pm on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays. For more infor-
mation, call Becky at 570-905-4418.

Harvest Moon Hollow Country Store celebrated its Grand Opening

Photo below: Becky 
Mooney gets a kiss from 
one of her Alpacas.

Becky and Kevin Mooney are pictured with some of the products made from alpaca wool fiber 
that they sell at Harvest Moon Hollow Country Store on State Route 118 in Sweet Valley.

Sarah Landis, left, and 
Bette Baptist help arrange 
jewelry for the opening 
of Harvest Moon Hollow 
Country Store.

News from the Back 
Mountain Library
      Once again, it’s the season to change our 
clocks back and the Back Mountain Memorial 
Library has plenty of ways that we can spend 
that “extra” time:
    Save time on your calendar for a new 
“Friends of the Library” event:  “Paint and 
Sip”!  This fun evening will be held on Tues-
day, November 10 at 6:30 p.m. at Bountiful 
Gifts located at 2613 Memorial Highway in 
Dallas.  The cost of this lesson and a chance 
to either learn (or show off!) your artistic talent 
is $40.00 – half of which will be donated to 
our library.  The canvas, paint and professional 
painting instructions are included and you are 
welcome to bring your own wine, soft drinks, 
munchies and paper products.  Payment is due 
at the time of pre-registration which may be 
made at the Front Desk of the library.
   A free Introduction to Bonsai class will be 
held at the library on Monday, November 9 at 
6:30 pm.  Carl Achammer, Jr., a 17 year Bon-
sai artist, will demonstrate the techniques and 
skills used to develop these beautiful creations 
and also tell us the history of Bonsai.
    Monday night Yoga classes still have a 
few openings!  These gentle, but challenging 
stretches and poises may be just what your 
body needs. The next series of classes will be-
gin on Monday, November 2 at 6:30 p.m. and 
will continue through December 7.   You may 
sign-up for one trial class for ten dollars, be-
fore deciding to register for the six-week series 
for $60. Call the library at (570)675-1182. 
    Wanted:  Community experts!  Are you…a 
cook, artist, gardener, fly fisherman or hobby-
ist?  If you are interested in teaching a class or 
sharing your skills and knowledge with like-
minded people, call the library 570-675-1182.
    The Library will be closed on Thursday, 
November 26 to celebrate Thanksgiving.  It 
will re-open on Friday, November 27 at 9:30 
a.m. with regular hours.
    Attention Parents! Anna Fedor, Ph.D., 
Chair of the Chemistry Department of Mi-
sericordia University, along with her students 
will present a series of hands-on experiments 
for the young patrons of the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library.  The fun begins at 10:00 
a.m. on Saturday, November 14 in the Chil-
dren’s Room.   Pre-registration is required 
and may be made by calling the Library.
      Good news for our younger patrons!  
There are still a few openings for the follow-
ing Children’s Story times, which  began the 
week of October 18 and end the week of No-
vember 29: Toddlers (12 months to 2 years of 
age) Tuesdays 9:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. or  
Three to five year olds’ Story Times will be 
held on Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
or Thursdays 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
    For details on any of the above items, 
please call the library at (570)675-1182.
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       The Ross Elementary Parent-
Teacher Organization recently held 
their second Race for Education fund 
raiser on Friday, October 16 on the 
fields of the Ross Elementary School, 
Lehman.   
    The Race for Education is a jog-a-
thon, which involves the students from 
of all ages walking or jogging around 
a designated area for one hour.  The 
success of Race for Education is based 
on students collecting names of spon-
sors.
      The proceeds from the fundraiser 
will benefit the Ross Elementary PTO 
fund which covers the cost of school 
field trips, assemblies and materials 
for the classrooms.
      Ribbons were awarded to the stu-
dents who have the most laps per grade 
at the end of the race. 

Ross Elementary students recently took part in Race for Education fund raiser

Above shown are some of the elementary students that participated in the recent Race for Education fund 
raiser at Ross Elementary School.

Lake-Lehman 
Girls Basketball 
to hold Bingo
      The Lake-Lehman Girls Bas-
ketball team will be sponsoring 
BINGO at the Jackson Township 
Fire Hall at 1160 Chase Road on 
Saturday, November 7.  Doors 
open at noon. Games start at 
1pm.  Purchase 15 games for $20 
by calling 570-239-0583 or 570-
814-5536, from a player or at the 
door.  Tickets ordered by October 
22 receive a free game.
      Special prizes include gift cer-
tificates, raffles, designer purses 
and cash.  All you can eat lunch 
is available for $5. 
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Clarence J. Michael
Past Commander
Dallas American
 Legion, Post 672

Legion Logbook
        Rep. Karen Boback  is holding her annual Vet-
erans Event on Saturday, November 7 at Misericor-
dia University.  She met recently with her Veteran’s 
Advisory Committee to update the plans.  As usual 
members of our Legion attended.  The Expo will 
run from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  A breakfast will be 
served and reservations are required. It is open to 
all local veterans and is always well attended.  Con-
tact Karen’s office at 570-836-4777 now to reserve 
your place.
        Members of the Post 672 Honor Guard par-
ticipated in the 9/11 Constant Flag Carry ceremony 
held on the Misericordia University campus on 
September 11, 2015.
        The Perfect Peach Sale was successful and added to the Legion’s cof-
fers.  It is one of the few money-raisers that is sponsored by Post 672  and 
the participation of the community always appreciated. 
       Some of the expenditures approved were:  $300 to the local VA for the 
canteen fund, $50 to the Dallas Gridiron Club,  $400 for 2 sessions of Bingo 
at the local VA  in which canteen books were awarded,  Food Bank $300, 
Back Mountain Memorial Library $150 for books honoring our WWII vet-
erans, luncheon expenses for honoring our WWII veterans, and general ex-
penses for the upkeep of the Legion building and grounds.  You can tell that 
the monies that we raise go to worthwhile projects.  We want to dispel some 
distorted views on what transpires at American Legion posts.We implore 
any local veteran to join us in our community and national endeavors.  In 
order for the American Legion to continue to thrive we need members to 
continue our work. 
        Since this is the 70th Anniversary of the end of World War II, our 
Legion thought it only proper to recognize these veterans who belonged to 
the “greatest generation.”  Many of our dedicated WWII veterans who gave 
great support to our Legion have passed on.  However,  we had ten stalwart 
souls who attended the luncheon and enjoyed rehashing some memories of 
their service during those perilous times: Lou DeSanto, Stan Ferance, Peter 
Roushey, Mary Reese, Charlie Weaver, Jim Mullin, John Woychik, Willis 
Ide, Richard Kitchen, and Charles Smith.  Post 672 salutes you all, and 
thanks you all for your sacrifices on behalf of the entire nation.  Command-
er James Baloga, Representative Karen Boback and Senator Lisa Baker  
delivered the main addresses.
       This year’s Turkey Raffle will held on November 22 starting at 1 p.m.  
The monies raised will be used to fund the annual Childrens’ Christmas 
Party.  John Emil, Sr.  is the chairman.
       Installation of this year’s officers was held on October 18. Installation 
will be by District 12 officers. Charles Fleming was appointed as the liaison 
between the Legion and the Women’s Auxiliary to better coordinate mutual 
activities. 
        Commander Baloga indicated there are presently 5 contestants for 
the Oratorical Contest this year.  Information on the Essay Contest will be 
forthcoming. A discussion was held with Home Association members con-
cerning the future use of the former gun room.  More information will fol-
low.   Information was shared concerning a $5 raise in Legion dues that was 
passed at the last National Legion Convention.  Be aware of this fact if you 
pay your dues after January 1, 2016.  The next meeting of Post 672 will be 
on Tuesday, November 3, 2015, at 7:30 p.m.  All members and prospective 
members are invited to attend.  GOD BLESS AMERICA!

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

        Dallas Elementary School 
hosted a bullying prevention pro-
gram for all students on October 15 
in the school gymnasium. Handles 
Franklin, a member of the world fa-
mous Harlem Globetrotters, wowed 
the students with his ball-handling 
skills while presenting a program 
entitled, “The ABC’s of Bullying 
Prevention.” 
         Franklin told the students they 
need to take Action, be Brave, and 
show Compassion to their fellow 
students. The Globetrotter invited a 
few students and teachers to play a 
passing game with him and through-
out the game he had the audience 
yell, “Bullying is not good.”
The program was presented as a 
courtesy of Ambassadors of Good-
will in conjunction with the Nation-
al Campaign to Stop Violence.

Dallas Elementary School hosted a bullying prevention program

Dallas Elementary School principal Thomas Traver directed students 
to their floor seats prior to the program.

Students in Mrs. Burkhardt’s kindergarten class were excited to see a 
Harlem Globetrotter. From left are: David Kachmarek, Dominic Co-
burn, Ayden Sidorek, Eddie Fox and Charlie Enz.

Fifth graders eagerly awaiting the 
start of the program, from left, 
are Jace Chopyak, Brian Kwak, 
Michael Bufalino, Isaiah Stull, 
Abby Quinnan, Adam St. Clair, 
and Peyton Mamola.

Even the students in Sue Zerfoss’s 
prekindergarten class were on 
hand to see Harlem Globetrot-
ter Handles Franklin. From left 
are Kolbie Burkhardt, Elijah Pa-
chucki, Camryn Ecenrode, Sawyer 
Valkenburg, Jamie Lynne Thomas, 
and Giulianna Doughton.

Fourth grader AJ Fife had the 
thrill of participating in the pro-
gram with Harlem Globetrotter 
Handles Franklin.

From our family to yours ...
Have a Happy Thanksgiving

Back Mountain Community News
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Call Now To Schedule Your Snow Plowing Service. 

The Women of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Dallas, recently toured the Back Mountain Food Pantry with 
Carol Eyet, food pantry manager, as their hostess and guide.  The women are fully aware of the need for food 
this time of year especially with the state budget impasse affecting the flow of resources to the pantry.  They 
brought  with  them  more  than  $1,100  in donations from three groups at the church: the women’s group, 

Women of Trinity support the Back Mountain Food Pantry  

the men’s group and the board of deacons. They also brought food do-
nated by their members. Shown in photo above, first row from left are:  
Thelma Smith, Barbara Rogers, food pantry manager Carol Eyet, Bet-
sy Fairchild, Drena Gorgone, Shirley Wolfkeil.  Second row: Barbara  
Lodwick, Mary Morrison, Alice Bartlett, Cathy Brown, Carol Hobbs, 
Marianne Williams, Joanne Giovannini.  Kneeling: Pastor Jennifer 
Baer.                                                     Photo submitted by Sandy Peoples

Dallas High School Play Announced
      The Dallas High School Theater Club will present the Moss Hart and 
George S. Kaufman comedy “You Can’t Take it With You,” under the direc-
tion of Mr. Harry B. McKeown.
          This play that won the 1937 Pulitzer Prize for Drama takes place in 
a large New York City home that houses many unusual characters  from 
Grandpa Vanderhof (David Oley), the eccentric but wise old patriarch that 
has never paid his income taxes, to his daughter Penny (Michelle Leon-
ard) who types out plays throughout, and her husband Paul (Josh Ferris) 
who manufactures fireworks in the basement with his friend Mr. DePinna 
(Ty Madden).  There is Essie (Catherine Blankensop) that makes candy 
and dances ballet under the direction of the loud Russian, Boris Kolenkhov 
(Dominic Augustine), and Essie’s husband Ed (Jacob Besecker) who plays 
the xylophone and prints catchy phrases. Alice (Tayler Dove), Grandpa’s 
granddaughter struggles with whether she can have a relationship with 
Tony Kirby (Griffin Stone) in spite of her quirky family.  The cast is com-
plimented by the maid Rheba (Anna Lehane), her boyfriend Donald (Davy 
Janosky), Tony’s parents (Joe Blaine and Victoria Vespico), a has-been ac-
tress (Catherine Rinehart), a Russian Countess (Maggie Rinehart), and the 
IRS representatives (Maria Ansilio, Tyler Dragon, Michael Sebolka and 
Jacob Smith). 
        The play is scheduled for November 20 and 21 at 8pm in the Dallas 
High School auditorium.  Tickets will be available at the door for $6.00 
each.

American Legion 
District Meeting
       District 12 American Legion, 
Luzerne County will meet on Sun-
day, November 22, at 2pm., for their 
monthly meeting. The meeting is 
being hosted by Wilkes-Barre Twp. 
Post 815, 54 Chestnut St., Wilkes-
Barre Township. 
        For information, call District 
12 Adjutant John M. Emil, Sr., at 
570-762-3184 or e-mail emilsrjo@
wmconnect.com

Sweet Valley Area 
Crime Watch
       The Sweet Valley Area Crime 
Watch meets monthly on the second 
Tuesday every month, 7:00 PM at 
the  Sweet Valley Church of Christ, 
5439 Main Road, Sweet Valley. For 
information call  570-477-3655.
        Together Gathering In Fellow-
ship - FREE & meets on 3rd Friday 
every month at 7:00 PM at the Sweet 
Valley Church of Christ. Come and 
enjoy a different topic each month. 
Refreshments provided. 



Community News • November 2015 • Page 20

Bridal Buzz
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

       The annual Halloween Party 
sponsored by the Daddow-Isaacs 
American Legion in Dallas was 
held on October 24. 
     The many costumed children in 
attendance were treated to snacks 
and goodie bags provided by the 
Legion’s Ladies Auxiliary.

Daddow-Issacs Dallas American Legion held Spook-tacular Halloween Party 

Photo right: Brianna Rowe, left, and 
Samantha Gregorowicz posed in their 
costumes.

Helping out at the annual Halloween Party at the Dallas American Legion, from left and in front are Sarah 
Roncevich and Jan Russell. Standing are Charles Fleming, Karen Appel, Ginger Spencer, Lynette Clark, 
Wink Fleming, Jannette Grieves, George Tucker and George Dennis. 

Olivia and Tyler Devens are pictured at the 
American Legion Halloween event.

Arriving at the American Le-
gion for the Halloween party are 
Gavin Williams and his mother 
Jessa.

All dressed up with a Halloween party to enjoy 
are Josie Solomon, right, and Sage Morgan hold-
ing baby Cadence Solomon.

Enjoying a little snack at the American Legion are 
Payton, left, and Isaiah Parker.

From left, Andrew, Marie and Mary Popielarz at-
tended the party in costumes made by their aunt.

Lisa Marshall brought her daughter Grace 
to the Legion Halloween Party.

        The 
countdown 
to the holi-
days has 
begun!  In 
the bridal 
world, No-
vember is a 
slow month 
for wed-
dings.  De-
cember is a 
little busier, as some brides love the 
romance associated with a winter 
holiday wedding.  Most venues and 
churches are beautifully decorated.  
This makes for amazing pictures, 
and the best part is the happy couple 
do not have to pay for the beautiful 
background. 
         I was reading some trivia about 
wedding traditions, and I would 
love to share some with you.  I am a 
trivia lover, and I hope that you will 
enjoy the following: 
       Turns out it’s your “ring finger” 
for a  reason. Engagement and wed-
ding rings are worn on the fourth 
finger of the left hand because it 
was once thought that a vein in that 
finger led directly to the heart.
   Queen Victoria is credited with 
starting the Western world’s white 
wedding dress trend in 1840 — be-
fore then, brides simply wore their 
best dress.  
      If your bridesmaids are less than 
thrilled about matching dresses, 
tell them they’re good luck! The 
tradition of matching maids dates 
back to Roman times, when people 
believed evil spirits would attend 
the wedding in attempt to curse 
the bride and groom (how rude). 
Bridesmaids were required to dress 
exactly like the bride in order to 
confuse the spirits and bring luck to 
the marriage. 
     On a similar note, brides tradi-
tionally wear veils because ancient 
Greeks and Romans believed they 
protected her from evil spirits. 
            Amore is filled with a lot of 
unique gifts and accessories for the 
holidays. We have a special offer 
for our customers.  We will make a 
customized pair of birthstone color 
Swarovski crystal earrings for only 
$7.99 a pair.  Regular price $14.99.  
I am sure that you can think of sev-
eral people who would love to get 
this gift.  Why not get a pair for 
yourself as well!
         Until next month, spread smiles 
and kindness.   Ciao, Mary
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281 of Dallas. 
     “It is very important that we take 
the time to recognize and remember 
the sacrifices made by our veterans. 
This event will help local veterans 
access the resources they need, and 
will give all of us an opportunity to 
express our gratitude for their ser-
vice,” said Boback. 
      The expo is open to all veterans 
who reside in the 117th Legislative 
District and is held in conjunction 
with Misericordia University and 
Metz Culinary Management. The 
117th Legislative District includes 
all of Wyoming County; Benton 
Township, Dalton, La Plume Town-
ship and West Abington Township 
in Lackawanna County; and Dallas, 
Dallas Township, Fairmount Town-
ship, Franklin Township, Harvey’s 
Lake, Hunlock Township, Lake 
Township, Lehman Township and 
Ross Township in Luzerne County. 
      Registration is required for the 
breakfast. To register, contact Bo-
back’s office at 570-836-4777, at 
570-675-6000, or toll free at 800-
278-3930. 

Boback Invites Veterans from the 117th District to Annual 
Veterans Recognition Expo
      Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lacka-
wanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) invites 
veterans residing in the 117th Leg-
islative District to her annual Vet-
erans Recognition Expo, to be held 
on Saturday, Nov. 7, at Misericordia 
University in Dallas from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in Insalaco Hall. 
     The event begins with a free Vet-
erans Breakfast at 9 a.m. The expo 
includes more than 35 veterans-re-
lated vendors who will be on hand to 
provide information and counseling 
services,   and  the  Mobile Veterans

Unit will be parked outside Insalaco 
Hall. The Veterans Recognition cer-
emony will be held in the Lemmond 
Theater and will feature guest speak-
ers and World War II veterans, Fran-
cis Turner and Willis Ide.  Veterans 
are welcome to attend a single event 
or all three of the events. 
        Other organizations involved 
in this year’s veterans event will in-
clude Jr. Leadership Wilkes-Barre, 
Dallas  Area     and     Lake-Lehman 
school districts, Junior Girl Scouts of 
Lake Winola  and  Boy Scout Troop
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Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service date set
       The Back Mountain Ministerium, comprised of a group of churches 
in the Back Mountain community, will sponsor their annual Thanksgiving 
Service at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 22.  Dallas Baptist Church, Rt. 
415, Dallas will host the ecumenical interfaith service which is open to the 
public.    
       Worshipers are asked to donate nonperishable food which will be re-
ceived and dedicated during the service to benefit the Back Mountain Food 
Pantry, a nonprofit organization that provides food for families in need.  

On September 17, 2015 the Rotary Club of Dallas was pleased to sponsor the charter meeting of the Interact Club at 
Lake-Lehman High School. Interact is a club for youth ages 12-18 who want to connect with others in their community 
or school. Interact club members have fun while carrying out service projects and learning about the world. Interact 
clubs organize at least two service projects a year: one that benefits their community and one that encourages inter-
national understanding. While Interact clubs receive guidance from individual Rotary clubs, like the Rotary Club of 
Dallas, they govern and support themselves.
Above in photo, first row from left are: Emily Carey, Carolyn Kerkowski, Julia Hutsko, Rachel Malak, Lindsay Pem-
bleton, Jade Fry, and Olivia Vasey. Second row: Zachary Corey, Nicholas Eury, Sarah Malak, Lauryn Pembleton, Jace 
Garnick, Krystin Chaga, Hannah Lukasavage, Julia Sabol,  and Faculty Advisor Brian Gorski. 

Dallas Rotary Club sponsors Interact Club at Lake-Lehman

Shown in photo above holding a beautiful quilt are: Jenny Valick-Kopacz, Linda Brotsche, Kathy Moretti, and Taryn 
Barrall.
For over sixty years the General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC), Harvey’s Lake has supported various commu-
nity projects in the Back Mountain.  Some of those projects include: Preparing and Delivering Holiday Cheer Baskets 
for the elderly residents,  Academic Awards for the top ten students from Lake-Lehman High School, Offering Scholar-
ships for Graduating Seniors and  Sponsoring an Annual Fish Derby for Children.  Some agencies and organizations 
we have supported include: Domestic Violence Center, Ruth’s Place, the Harvey’s Lake Little League, Meadows on the 
Pond, Back Mountain Food Pantry, Noxen Clothes Closet, Noxen Food Bank, Luzerne County Fair, Head Start, Lake-
Noxen Elementary School, Luzerne County Foster, Care and many others. Our major fundraiser is our ticket raffle, 
which generates over $3,000 through the sale of over 3,000 tickets. We count on its continued success to aid in our en-
deavors to assist others, and to be successful, we must rely on businesses such as yours to help us put together a wonder-
ful array of prizes.  This year’s drawing has multiple catagories. Prizes include a handmade quilt, monetary donations 
from Ochman’s and  Valentine’s, Sue Hand painting, Print by David Wells, Newberry Estates Country Club 1 year 
membership, Driving Academy AAAA 2 American Express Cards. Thank you to the businesses for their donations. 

General Federation of Women’s Clubs holds fundraiser
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Dallas Kiwanis Club held their annual Halloween Parade

At her first Halloween parade, Ka-
dence dressed as a garden gnome 
and mom Natalie Soloman. 

Gary and Tina Navestad dressed as 
Crocs for the Dallas Kiwanis Club 
parade.

Julie, Brian and Paige Navestad dressed as Pop Tarts and a sandwich 
and attended the parade with their parents dressed in Crocs.  

Kiwanis Club members Ted Dymond and Cathy Beretski greeted pa-
rade participants as well as helped organized the annual Halloween 
parade event. Above are the winners of the prettiest category. 

Photo right: Krista 
Scoblick along with her 
Guinea pig Wiggles 
were chosen as one of 
the winners in the best 
group category. 

Photo right 
are the win-
ners of the 
scariest cat-
egory. 

Children of all ages as well as par-
ents enjoyed a fun time at the Dal-
las Kiwanis Club annual Halloween 
parade. 
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