
MAY 2019

Dallas High School recently held community Fitness Fair

Some of the staff of Pro Rehabilitation Services and Athletic Republic were on hand for the Fitness Fair at 
Dallas High School.  Shown above in photo, from left are: Kelly Berry, Nina Marinelli, Ericka Hornak and 
Matt Flanagan.                                                                                                                           Continued on page 8.
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Deadline for June issue of the Back Mountain 
Community News is  Tues.,  May 28 at 9:00 am.

Annual Spring 
BBQ
     Join us at Trucksville United 
Methodist Church for our Annual 
Spring BBQ. Friday, May 3 & May 
4.   
     Take Out begins at 4:30 p.m. 
and dining room service is 5:00 
p.m. through 7:00 p.m. at our Edu-
cational Facility at 40 Knob Hill 
RD, Trucksville, PA 18708 (Enter 
Shavertown for GPS).
    Enjoy Half a Chicken, Baked 
Potato, all the Fixings, Homemade 
desserts, and Beverages for those 
who eat here.
       Reservations are required; 
please call to reserve your seat 
Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 
Noon:  (570) 696-3897.  Please 
leave a voicemail message after 
hours including your phone number 
for reservation confirmation.

Spring Clean-up for residents 
of Dallas Township
      Spring Clean-Up for Residents of Dallas Township will be held from 
Monday, May 6th  through and including Saturday, May 11th of 2019.  
Residents are asked to bring items they wish to dispose of, to the rear of the 
Township Building located at 2919 SR 309 Highway, Dallas, PA from 8:00 
A.M.until 6:00 P.M., Monday through Friday, and from 8:00 A.M. until 
2:00 P.M. on Saturday. 
    The Township’s Road Department will be available to assist in empty-
ing vehicles. Proof of residency will be required at the time of drop-off.  
Pick-Up trucks and trailers will be charged accordingly, depending on the 
amount and size of the items brought.  Residents will be charged a fee for 
bulk items, such as carpets, overstuffed chairs, couches, dressers, stoves, 
washers, dryers, water heaters, etc.  
     Each household is permitted to bring tires to dispose of with the under-
standing that there will be a $2.00 fee charged for each tire. The following 
items will not be accepted for disposal under any circumstances:  freezers, 
refrigerators,  television sets, air conditioners, hazardous wastes, chemicals, 
brush, tree stumps, cinder blocks, animal or human waste, shingles, sheet 
rock, or other building materials, leaves, grass, garbage, or newspapers.
Please note: There will be no electronic equipment recycling.

Back Mountain Memorial Library 
announces the addition of new 
Memorial Books
          In Memory of Brian McCarron, “AMC’s Best Day Hikes in the 
Catskills and Hudson Valley” by Peter W. Kick, presented by Charles and 
Rebecca Gilbert. In Memory of Mary Marcin, “Watching You” by Lisa 
Jewell, presented by Rick and Mary Hoyes. In Memory of Mary Gertrude 
Hosey, “Amazing Waterfalls around the World” by  Roxanne Troup, pre-
sented by Deborah L. Miller. In Memory of Anna Jorda, “Georgia O’Keeffe: 
an eternal spirit” by Susan Wright, presented by Dr. William and Suzanne 
Yunkunis. In Memory of Jack McManus, “Can I Be Your Dog?” by Troy 
Cummings, presented by Diane Goodell and Tom Gallagher. In Memory 
of Sheila Bonawitz, “We’ve Got Spirit” by James T. McElroy, presented 
by 1992 Dallas High School Cheer Squad:Tami Landon Vais, Jamie Mani-
skas Sorbelli, Kim Francis Isbell, Lori Kraynack-Rice, Ginger Williams, 
Camille Parulis. 
      The following books are in Memory of John Lendo and are presented by 
Pat Zikor and Family: “Gator Dad” by Brian Lies, “Got to Get to Bear’s!” 
by Brian Lies. The following books are in Memory of Robert Mittrick, 
Ph.D. and are presented by Sheldon and Marsha Spear: “Sins as Scarlet” 
by Nicolas Obregon, “Lives Laid Away” by Stephen Mack Jones. The fol-
lowing books are in Memory of Lily Roeder and are presented by Karen 
and Sandy Mertz: “Poor Louie” by Tony Fucile, “Let’s Visit Berlin!” by 
Lisa Manzione.
        Honor:  In Honor of Anne and Brian Caverly’s 50th  Wedding Anniver-
sary, “Dapper Dan Flood” by William C. Kashatus, presented by Michael 
and Mary Kay McHugh.
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Ten graduating seniors from Sue Hand’s Imagery, representing three area high schools, will hold their se-
nior art exhibit at Sue Hand’s Imagery, 35 Main Street, Dallas, May 20-21. The 12th grade students from 
the Back Mountain area include: Keirstyn Empfield, Homeschool; Nicole Jacobs, Johanna Kiska, Alexis 
Lanza, Lexie Oster, and Alicia Vincelli, Dallas High School; Samantha Mihalko, Cierra Snyder, and Mada-
lyn Wright, Lake-Lehman High School; and Miranda Nardone, Scranton Preparatory School. Each student 
will exhibit up to twenty pieces of artworks, a retrospective of their artistic endeavors throughout their years 
at Sue Hand’s Imagery.  All ten students have received numerous art awards for their drawings and paint-
ings in many varied art contests and exhibits. Several of the students have studied art with Sue Hand since 
elementary school.  The graduates will be pursuing careers in various branches of art including photogra-
phy and architecture as well as careers in psychology, education, political science, accounting, engineering, 
and occupational therapy.
The public is invited to view the exhibit Monday, May 20 from 9:00 – 8:00; and Tuesday, May 21 from 9:00 
– 6:00 p.m. A meet-the-artist reception and graduation ceremony will take place Monday, May 20 from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Shown in photo above are, first row:  Alexis Lanza, Johanna Kiska, Alicia Vincelli, Alexan-
dra McHale, Second row: Cierra Snyder, Bobby Brenner, and Nicole Jacobs.

Senior Art Exhibit planned for May at Sue Hand’s Imagery

Wyoming Valley Civil War Round 
Table plans May meeting
      The Wyoming Valley Civil War Round Table will meet on Thursday, May 
9, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. in the lower level of the Daddow-Isaacs American Le-
gion, 730 Memorial Highway, Dallas.  The program for the evening is entitled 
“After Leaving the Army” and will be presented by Mr. G. Bert Stevenson. Mr. 
Stevenson was born and raised in Shavertown,  and graduated from Marshall 
University, Huntington WV as a physicist and mathematician. Mr. Stevenson 
worked for the federal government for over 40 years in the Army and as a civil-
ian doing research and development (bomb disposal, counter terrorism, counter 
narcotics) He currently  resides in Southern Maryland, where he is a member of 
the Charles County, MD, Civil War Roundtable.
         Mr. Stevenson has a specific interest in several of the Units that fought in 
the Civil War, as many of his relatives served in these Units:  5th  NY Cav; 9th  
PA Cav (aka 92nd  PA Vol.) 8th  PA Vol Inf Rgmt., 112th  NY Vol. Inf. Rgmt. 
143rd  PA Vol Inf Rgmt. PA Vol Reserves; 3rd  Rgmt. PA Heavy Artillery (aka 
152nd  PA Vol.) and 22nd  WI Vol Inf. Rgmt.
      His presentation will cover the reasons why soldiers were removed from 
combat units before Appomattox. Also, what happened when soldiers were 
“mustered out” after Appomattox. Examples will be given of what happened to 
some famous Civil War veterans and some less famous Wyoming Valley veter-
ans.  The program is open to the public.  A three-dollar donation will be accepted 
for non-members. New members are always welcome. For information contact 
John at (570) 675-8936.

Memorial Day Parade, Services
     Daddow-Isaacs American Legion Post 672 will be holding its 81st Me-
morial Day Parade and Services on Monday, May 27, 2019.
     Your continued participation on this solemn Day of Remembrance of 
our war dead would be greatly appreciated.  We will form at the American 
Legion parking lot between 8:00 A.M. and 9:00 P.M. At 9:00 A.M. sharp we 
will proceed east on Route 415 to the monument in center city Dallas for a 
rededication of the monument.
      Upon a completion of a short ceremony, we will proceed NW on Lake 
Sreet to Center Hill Road, then NE on Center Hill Road into Warden Cem-
etery where services will be held.  Once services are completed at the War-
den Cemetery, we will travel via motorcade to Chapel Lawn Cemetery to 
take part in Memorial Day Services.  We will return to the Post home for 
refreshments for the parade participants.  All are invited to attend these sol-
emn services.

Happy Memorial Day
From the Back Mountain Community News
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community News Correspondent
       A beautiful and well-deserved memorial service was held for Betty June 
Mathers at Trucksville United Methodist Church on March 30. The church was 
filled with people who had stories to tell of how this lovely lady had touched 
their lives. Born Betty June Bottoms in Luzerne in 1929, she was nearly 90 
years of age when she passed away on March 19 at The Meadows Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Dallas. She and her husband David built a home on 
Staub Road in Trucksville and raised a son she always called, “My Davy.” She 
lost her husband in 2001 and her son in 2016.
       Betty June was a member of TUMC for 65 years and was very active in 
the many activities they support. She could frequently be found working in the 
kitchen and to this day, before turning out the lights, church members ask, “Is it 
clean enough for Betty June?”
       Betty June started her affiliation with the Cub Scouts and Boy Scout Troop 
155 at TUMC when Davy joined. She was a den leader and Boy Scout leader 
but she didn’t stop there. She became a committee member, a pack trainer, the 
committee chair and represented TUMC Troop 155 at the District Boy Scout 
Council. She was the Blue and Gold Coordinator for the Pack and became a 
Unit Commissioner with the NEPA Council. She received the District Award 
of Merit, the Council Silver Beaver Award and the God in Service Religious 
Award.
      “Betty June got me involved with the Boy Scouts. She will be sorely missed 
in the scouting community,” said Rick Stritzinger, Council Commissioner for 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Council of the Boy Scouts of America. “Betty June 
went on all of the council trips with the scouts. She traveled to Washington, DC, 
Canada, Williamsburg, Boston, London, West Point, and even for a visit to the 
USS New Jersey. There were always lots of giggles shared with her traveling 
pal Paulette Dougal.” Rick talked about her sleeping in tents, trying to get on the 
top bunk on the USS New Jersey, and of getting in trouble for late night laughter 
around campfires.
       Three years ago she was awarded the Walter Godshall Lifetime Scouting 
Award. “Whenever I saw her, Betty June would remind me that I was the one 
who first trained her,” said Walter Godshall who is still active with the Boy 
Scout Troop in the Mountaintop area. “I presented her with the award at the 
ceremony and she said, ‘Remember, you trained me.’”
       Betty June also served on the Council’s Ecumenical Committee. The last 
Boy Scout Ecumenical service she planned was held at TUMC and there was 
a standing-room-only crowd which delighted her. “Betty June was the heart of 
Boy Scouts,” said Karen Williams, a church member also associated with Boy 
Scouting for many years. “She was the heart of the church, too.” Frequently 
heard throughout the service and afterwards at the Social in the church hall were 
remembrances of how much Betty June cared about the boys. Words and phras-
es like happy, sweet, content, positive, never complaining, easy to be around, 
peacemaker, blessed, and faithful were used to describe her. 
         “Many times I saw her reach into her own pocket to help one of the kids 
pay for a uniform or for camp dues,” said Charlie Stajewski, a former Troop 155 
Scoutmaster who worked closely with Betty June for many years. His wife Ann 
Marie noted how kind, caring and generous Betty June always was. “She was 
the most genuine person I ever knew.” 
      During the 40 years of her association with the scouts, Betty June Mathers 
impacted over 500 young men and over 200 adults. She helped 40 of them 
to become Eagle Scouts. Betty June was blessed with many friends over the 
years and they helped her in return in her final years. “She was my extra special 
friend since the day I was born,” said Sandy Johnson Race whose mother was 
a close friend of Betty June’s. Sandy held Betty June’s hand at the end. Betty 
June moved to The Meadows four years ago and found her dear friend Evelyn 
Roberts living there as well. Evelyn had lost her sight and Betty June was losing 
her memories. The two old friends spent all of their time together, each helping 
the other. Betty June did the seeing while Evelyn reminded her of the people 
and places she forgot. They would tell each other, “You’re not going anywhere 
without me.” Evelyn Roberts passed away in February and Betty June left us 
just a month later.
       Memorial donations in memory of Betty June may be made to the Trucks-
ville United Methodist or to Boy Scout Troop 155 at 40 Know Hill Road, 
Trucksville, PA  18708.

A Memorial Service was recently held for Betty June Mathers at Trucksville United Methodist Church

Some of the many people who were associated with Betty June Mathers through Boy Scouting attended her 
recent memorial service.



First Keystone Community Bank  Donates to Back 
Mountain Chamber Food Drive
      The First Keystone Community 
Bank recently made monetary, and 
food donations to the Back Moun-
tain Chamber’s three-week-long 
community-wide food drive.  
      FKCB supported the Chamber’s 
fifth annual food drive by placing 
collection containers in their five 
branches located in Dallas, Hanover, 
Kingston,, Mountain Top, and Plym-
outh.  All donations were delivered 
to the Back Mountain Food Panty 
which benefits families living in the 
Dallas and Lake-Lehman School Districts.  Pictured are: Stacia Arnaud, FKCB, presenting their monetary, and 
food, donations to members of the Back Mountain Chamber’s Food Drive Committee, Sandy Race, Cindy Thomas, 
and Lew Thomas. 
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State Representative Kare Boback was recently named a recipient 
of the Guardian of Victims’ Rights Award from the Marsy’s Law for 
Pennsylvania organization for her support of equal rights for crime 
victims through assurance of ensuring constitutional protections. 
The Guardian of Victims’ Rights Awards are presented to individu-
als who have served as advocates and ambassadors for crime victims 
across the state, working to ensure they are treated with dignity and 
respect. 
Marsy’s Law legislation (House Bill 276), which Rep. Boback has co-
sponsored, was recently passed by the House Judiciary Committee and 
sent to the full House of Representatives for consideration. For the state 
constitution to be amended, legislation must pass in two consecutive 
legislative sessions before being added to the ballot for voter approval.
Shown in photo above are, from left  are: Madison Scarfaro, a member 
of Marsy’s Law for Pennsylvania’s field staff, Rep. Karen Boback and  
Bill Jones, political director for Marsy’s Law for Pennsylvania.

State Rep. Karen Boback 
Receives Guardian of 
Victims’ Rights Award

Beef Dinner,  
Family Style
      Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire 
Company, Sweet Valley, will serve 
a beef dinner on Saturday, June 22.   
Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30.  Take-
outs begin at 4:00.  Adults $12.00, 
children under 12 are $6.00 and 
children under 6 eat free.  Call (570) 
477-5121 for more information.

Flea Market
       Bloomingdale Grange, Silo/
Grange Hall Road, Bloomingdale 
(rural Shickshinny). Saturday, May 
18th,  8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Table 
rental $5.00. Call 570-256-7610. 
Breakfast and Lunch available.

Hoagie Sale
announced
    Loyalville United Methodist 
Church,  602 Loyalville Road, Har-
veys Lake,  is planning a  Hoagie 
Sale on  Tuesday, May 7,  pickup 
time - 5:30 to 6:30 P.M.
       Hoagies made with salami, 
ham, bologna, and cheese, with 
the following packaged separately:  
lettuce, tomato, and w/ or without 
onion, price $5, call church and or-
der at 570-477-3521. Include name, 
phone number,  and number of hoa-
gies, and specify with or without 
onion. Cutoff date to order is Satur-
day, May 4. Call  570-477-3521 for 
more information.

Wedding Cake 
Toppers on display at 
the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library
       The Back Mountain Memorial 
Library will be displaying a collec-
tion of wedding cake toppers for the 
month of May. All the toppers will 
be for sale at $6 a piece and can be 
viewed in the library display case.
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Wyoming Seminary Announces Upper 
School Dean’s List
     Wyoming Seminary Dean Tom Morris has announced the Back Moun-
tain area students named to the Upper School Dean’s List for the second 
term of the 2018-2019 academic year.
       Dean’s List High Honors: Khizar Ali, Dallas; Nicole Amoachi, Shaver-
town; Dakota Banks, Dallas; Katarina Banks, Dallas; Kathryn Barilla, 
Dallas; Nicolas Bufalino, Wyoming; Christina Cikowski, Hunlock Creek; 
Shailee Desai, Shavertown; Michael Doggett, Harveys Lake; Madison Fed-
erici, Dallas; Bernard Frantz, Shavertown; Kyle Hromisin, Dallas; Christina 
Kaspar, Dallas; Alexander Kristeller, Dallas; Ethan Kruger, Shavertown; 
Sophia Kruger, Shavertown; Charles Leo, Shavertown; Oliver Lew, Dallas; 
Sarah Maseychik, Dallas; Jessie Miller, Dallas; Zane Nardone, Shavertown; 
Benjamin Paglia, Shavertown; Heather Paglia, Shavertown; Mia Raineri, 
Shavertown; Tyler Reinert, Shavertown; Victoria Smulowitz, Shavertown; 
Jacob Stefanowicz, Harveys Lake; Emily Williams, Dallas; Vivian Wright, 
Dallas; Sara Zaykowski, Dallas.
      Dean’s List:  Robert deLuna, Dallas; Elena Fenster, Shavertown; Diane 
Friedman, Shavertown; Evan Hromisin, Dallas; Max Kraus, Shavertown; 
Halee Kush, Shavertown; Payton Lepore, Wyoming; Abigail May, Dallas; 
Alexander Meuser, Shavertown; Francis Nockley, Shavertown; Danielle 
Reiser, Shavertown; Gabriele Ruggiero, Shavertown; Abigail Santo, Dal-
las; Sophia Snell, Shavertown; Michael Stanczyk, Wyoming; Evan Swartz, 
Harveys Lake; Noam Wasik, Harveys Lake; Robert Wilson, Dallas; Tyler 
Wood, Shavertown; William Youngman, Dallas.

The Meadows Campus recently celebrated National Autism Awareness Day on April 2.  There was a t-shirt 
sale, giveaways, raffles and a cookie sale.  All money raised was donated to Autism Speaks, to raise aware-
ness about people with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  Autism, or autism spectrum disorder (ASD), refers to 
a broad range of conditions characterized by challenges with social skills, repetitive behaviors, speech and 
nonverbal communication. According to the Centers for Disease Control, autism affects an estimated 1 in 59 
children in the United States today.
In photo above, from left are: Dan Kozar, DON; Camille Fioti, Volunteer Director; Rebecca Sims, Dietitian, 
Cynthia Sickler, Activity Director; Joey Black, son of Director of Dining Services, Arnie Black; Arnie Black, 
Director of Dining Services; Melissa Neishell, RN; Audrea Bernard, Ancillary Aide; Jennifer Merithew, 
CNA; Wanda Blessing, CNA; Cathy Markert, RN; Susan Cooper, Assistant to the CEO; Linda Kanarr, 
CEO; Lisa Zamber, CFO; Cristina Tarbox, NHA, Christine Beyer, Accounts Payable; Colleen Kapitula, Ac-
counts Receivable.  Guest of honor for the day was Stanley Sims, pictured in the superhero cape and mask.  
is the son Rebecca Sims, Dietitian.

Meadows Campus recently celebrated National Autism Awareness Day

Second Picture; Pictured from left to right first row:  Janet Mazur, Ad-
ministrative Assistant; Melissa Margotta, Administrator; Linda Bos-
ton, Dietary Manager; Amanda Martin, Dietary; Second Row:  Amy 
Belles, Activity Director; Eric Wargo, Dietary, Cathy Ales, Dietary; 
and Marion Polacheck.
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Dallas Borough Announces 2019 Yard 
Waste Curbside Recycling, Schedule 
and Regulations
       The Dallas Borough Road Department will begin weekly curbside yard 
waste collection beginning the week of May 14, 2019 weather permitting.  
The weekly collection schedule will begin following the conclusion of the 
Dallas Borough Spring Cleanup scheduled for the week of May 6-11, 2019.  
Residents are asked not to place yard waste recycling containers curbside 
prior to the beginning of the collection season. 
      The Borough Road Department will collect up to the equivalent of two 25 
gallon recycling containers weekly throughout the season.  Residents are to 
have yard waste containers curbside by TUESDAY morning for collection.  
Yard waste volumes exceeding the two 25 gallon container limit will not be 
collected.  Yard waste containing or including rocks, road cinders, ashes or 
animal waste will not be collected.  In the interest of public safety, residents 
are reminded not to place containers or bundled yard waste within the road 
right of way. 
       There is a $25 annual permit required for residents to participate in the 
curbside yard waste collection program.  Residents may stop in the Dallas 
Borough Building during normal business hours, Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm to obtain the required permit.
     Property owners with a larger volume of yard waste are asked to make ar-
rangements with a private hauler and/or to contact the Dallas Area Municipal 
Authority at 570-696-1133 for the hours of operation for the yard waste drop 
off site on S.R. 118.  
     Dallas Borough is proud of the curbside collection yard waste recycling 
program in cooperation with the Dallas Area Municipal Authority and we 
look forward to providing this important service to our residents throughout 
the summer season.  Please call the Dallas Borough Administrative Office 
at 570-675-1389 with any questions pertaining to the curbside yard waste 
recycling program.  ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF ANY COLLEC-
TION ITEM(S) is at the discretion of the Dallas Borough Road Department 
personnel and Dallas Borough administration.

The following students were selected for the “Be Your Best” program for the month of  March for exhibiting 
the value of being responsible at Lehman-Jackson Elementary. Shown above in photo, front row from left 
are:  Derek Brown, Adelyn Kalinay, Abigail Steele, Marco Lenza, Iva Kukosky, Brislyn Reilly, Alexandria 
Schell, and Nora Meade.  Second row, from left are: Melanie Miller (3rd grade teacher), Alexis Moyer, Ol-
ivia Corcoran, Alana Palmaioli, Grace Martin, Ryan Michaels, Sara Womach, Justin Martin, Kate Hynick, 
Bella Brown, Reagan Hynick (kindergarten teacher), and Donald James (principal). Absent from photo: 
Olivia Meyer.

Lake-Lehman students were selected for 
“Be Your Best” Program in March

P.M.
     You must be at least 12 years of 
age  or  older  to  participate  in  the 
class. 
      Reservations should be made 
in advance so they know how many 
participants to expect.  Contact Jim 
Johnson at 570-639-2898 for more 
information and reservations. 
      The fee is $25.00 payable at the 
door on the first night of the class.  
The fee includes the Boating Safely 
Class Book.

Safe Boating Classes offered at Harveys Lake
     The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla 15-03 will once again offer 
Safe Boating Classes at the Harveys 
Lake American Legion, Rt. 415, 
4907 Memorial Highway, Harveys 
Lake, PA.   

       This course qualifies those who 
pass to obtain their PA Boaters Edu-
cation Certificate and Card, which 
entitles them to operate boats and 
personal water crafts on Pennsylva-
nia’s rivers and lakes.  
      They will offer eight hours of 
expert instruction during classes on 
the following dates and times: Tues-
day, May 14 and Wednesday, May 
15, 2019  from 6 PM to 10 PM, and 
Tuesday, June 11 and Wednesday, 
June  12,  2019  from  6  PM  to  10 
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Dallas High School recently held community Fitness Fair
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      A Fitness Fair was held at Dallas 
High School on April 4 and featured 
interactive gym activities, a karate 
demonstration by High Energy Ka-
rate, and individual information 
tables. Many local fitness clubs and 
organizations were represented 
including the Zen Barre, Back 
Mountain Chiropractic, Odyssey 
Fitness, Cawley Physical Therapy 
and Rehab, Danko’s Gym, Pro Re-
habilitation Services and Athletic 
Republic. 
     Michelle Bryant, a Wellness 
teacher at Dallas Elementary 
School organized the event through 
a  Leadership Wilkes-Barre class. 
She was assisted by several teach-
ers and administrators of the Dallas 
School District.

Taking a breather in the gym during the Fitness Fair, from left, are 
Cole Miller, Boden Stauffer, Peyton Stauffer, Cole Kashatus and Jack 
Kashatus. 

Karen Arnaud, physical education teacher at Wycal-
lis Elementary, helped by Dallas Middle School stu-
dents Emerson Rivera, left, and Morgan Langdon 
work on their agility during the Fitness Fair. 

Derek and Lilly Morse were very interested in hear-
ing about the fun to be had at Camp Orchard Hill 
summer camp.

Park Naturalist Kathy Kelchner explained some of the fun 
activities that can be done at Frances Slocum State Park. 
Summer camp registration for children ranging from 4 to 
15 years old will be held on Saturday, June 1 at the park. 
For more information, call 570-696-9105.

Danae LaBar, left, and Megan Mishefski, from 
Back Mountain Revolution, demonstrated 
spin class during the Fitness Fair sponsored 
through Leadership Wilkes-Barre and the 
Dallas School District.

Cemetery Logs and Flowers

Dallas High School class of 1969 plans reunion
      Nothing like a 50th  high school reunion to bring back memories! Dallas 
Class of 1969 will reconnect with old classmates, friends, and former teachers 
on August 24, 2019 at Irem Temple Country Club at 6PM.  We 67 year olds 
will celebrate still being alive 50 years after graduation and enjoy our time to-
gether. 
      Since 50 years is such a milestone, we decided to revisit the 60’s era and have 
a Woodstock theme. “Music Mayhem and Memories” is our title. Costumes 
are optional. Entertainment will be provided by “The Music Room”. This Live 
band will play songs we listened to as high school students and danced to at 
school functions.
    Committee members meeting monthly to plan this special event are: Jim 
Tupper, Carl Goeringer, Jim Roth, Sheldon Hoover, Ed Roman, Debbie Tanner 
Bayer, Sue Jozwiak Stearn, Patty Hughey Kern, Gladys 
Frantz Habeeb, and Judy Krogulski Nieman. Details are as follows:   Irem Tem-
ple Country Club, on  August 24, 2019 from 6 PM to 7 PM, cocktails on the 
patio. 7 PM to 10 PM dinner and dancing,  casual dress. Cash bar  $55.00 per 
person.  Make checks payable to Dallas Class of 1969- Mail to: Carl Goeringer, 
227 Ian Drive, Shavertown, PA 18708. Email and mailing addresses are needed. 
To update our records send contact info to: lilsue15@gmail.com  or call 570-
675-4905.
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Bourger Women with Children Program 
at Misericordia University to host fourth 
annual Mother’s Day Brunch
       Misericordia University is holding the fourth annual Mother’s Day 
Champagne Brunch to benefit the student mothers of the Ruth Matthews 
Bourger Women with Children Program (WWC) on Sunday, May 12 in 
Sandy and Marlene Insalaco Hall. The Bourger WWC Advisory Board is 
hosting the event. It will help provide tuition support for student mothers in 
the program. 
        The menu includes scrambled eggs, Potatoes O’Brien, cinnamon vanil-
la French toast, bacon, sausage, a waffle station, granola, yogurt, fruit, Vi-
ennese pastries, muffins, Caesar salad, ham carving station, roasted turkey, 
mustard glazed salmon, sautéed green beans, tortellini a la vodka, and an 
assortment of desserts. Coffee, tea and soft drinks will be served, along with 
Champagne, and mimosa and Bloody Mary cocktails. A special children’s 
buffet will feature macaroni and cheese, chicken fingers, cheese hot dogs, 
corn and French fries. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and seating begins at 11 
a.m.       For more information about the Bourger WWC Program at Miseri-
cordia University, please call Katherine Pohlidal, director, at 570-674-6728 
or log on to www.misericordia.edu/wwc. 

The Lake-Lehman High School Band is proud to in-
troduce the 2019 Indoor Percussion Ensemble.  The 
2019 Lake-Lehman Indoor Percussion Ensemble 
will be performing their show “Solitary” in the Tour-
nament of Bands competition season.  TOB is one 
of the largest competitive band organizations in the 
country.  The group is under the direction of Brittany 
Naculich.  The program is written and designed by 
Marc Garside.   Additional instructional staff include 
Zach Hanford, Zach Nash and Devin Welker.
The members of the 2019 Lake-Lehman Indoor Per-
cussion Group include, three Seniors:  Evan Judge, 
Cierra Snyder and Carly Trapani.  This the the sixth 
competitive indoor percussion season for all three 
seniors. Madison Chulick, Richard Cronin, Justin 
Doran, Kayla Gliddon, Jeremy Hospodar, John Ka-
planski, Mark Kucewicz, Seth Mieczkowski, Ella 
Mulligan, Jacob Olsen, Katie Parsons, Connor Price, 
Mattie Round, Emily Spencer, Nathan Stanski, Jacob 
Stillarty and Brynn Tereska complete the ensemble.
The Lake-Lehman Band director is Ms. Cheryl Kulikowski.  Lake-Lehman Band groups include Concert Band, 
Marching Band, Color Guard, Indoor Percussion Ensemble, Indoor Color Guard Ensemble and Jazz Band. Shown 
in photo above, back row from left are: Kayla Gliddon, Mark Kucewicz, Jacob Olsen, Connor Price, John Kaplan-
ski, Richard Cronin, Nathan Stanski, Seth Mieczkowski, Justin Doran and Jacob Stillarty.  Front row  from left 
are:  Madison Chulick, Jeremy Hospodar, Katie Parsons, Carly Trapani, Evan Judge, Cierra Snyder, Mattie Round, 
Emily Spencer, Ella Mulligan and Brynn Tereska.

Lake-Lehman High School Band proudly introduces 
the Indoor Percussion Ensemble

Above Senior Members of Lake-Lehman Indoor Per-
cussion, from left are:  Cierra Snyder, Evan Judge, and 
Carly Trapani.

PRO Rehab Celebrates Occupational 
Therapy Month

April is Occupational Therapy (OT) Month! Occupational Therapists 
help people, “Live Life to Its Fullest.” But, are you wondering, what 
exactly is OT and why is it important? OT helps people across the lifes-
pan develop, recover, or maintain meaningful occupations. Occupation 
is any activity that you do that occupies your time, whether it be a need 
or a want. These activities vary, but may include performing job func-
tions, getting dressed, eating, balancing a check book, bowling, or put-
ting a puzzle together. When a disability, illness, or injury affects your 
ability to engage in these activities, seek out an Occupational Therapist 
to improve your quality of life and help you get back to those occupa-
tions that matter! For OT Month, Our Dallas PRO Rehab Clinic is 
collecting nonperishable food items to donate to the Misericordia Uni-
versity Food Pantry. A raffle was also held to support the David Evans 
Scholarship Fund at Misericordia University. For more information on 
Occupational Therapy, call or visit PRO Rehab and start to “Live Life 
to Its Fullest.” Call  570-675-2300. Shown in photo above from left are: 
Kelly Berry, MSPT; Cheryl Jayne, OTD, OTR/L, CPC-A; and Ericka 
Hornak, DPT.
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To place an advertisement in the Back Mountain
 Community News call Lisa Pretko at (570) 674-7772

or email: communitynews123@comcast.net

Legion Logbook

Clarence J. Michael
Past Commander
Dallas American 
Legion, Post 672

Dairy Court members read to Kindergarten
Thank you to Mrs. Sesson and Mrs McDonald for inviting the Luzerne 
County Dairy Court to read to the Kindergarten classes at Lake Noxen 
Elementary School. Dairy Princess Toni Traver read Crooked Granny 
Grunt, Please Drink your Milk. The dairy court also reminded  the 
students to get at least 3 servings of dairy every day.  If you would like 
more information on the Luzerne County Dairy court, please visit the 
facebook site Luzerne County Dairy Princess Promotions Team. Pic-
tured below with students are Dairy Ambassador Kaelyn Traver, Dairy 
Princess Toni Traver, and Dairy Miss Juliet Price.

         Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion 
Post 672 held their monthly meeting On Friday, 
April 12.  Meetings  have been changed from 
Tuesdays to Fridays, and may need further dis-
cussion according to some regular members.  
      To continue with the history of the American 
Legion: The Legion battle for universal military 
training led to the 1955 bill establishing the U.S. 
Reserve Force. Future President Bill Clinton 
participates in American Legion Boys State and 
Boys Nation. Demands that the V.A. recognize 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder as a service-
connected disability.  Sponsors replica of the 
Liberty Bell  on U.S. Bicentennial Freedom Train.  Contributes more funds 
to Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall than any other organization. Officially 
supports Vietnam War Women’s Memorial on National Mall. Collaborates 
with Columbia University to prove Agent Orange poisoned Vietnam veter-
ans. Starts National Junior Shooting Sports Program in 1991.  Assumes $5 
million scholarship fund from Samsung to assist children of U.S. veterans.
      Post 1291 in New York’s Chinatown serves as relif center for emer-
gency responders in aftermath of 9/11 terrorist attacks. Leads system worth 
saving program to improve VA health care access. Raises more funds than 
any other organization for National World War II Memorial. Fights to keep 
VA Medical Centers from closing after c are report issued.  Converts posts 
into clinics and emergency centers during Hurricane Katrina.  American 
Legion Burnpit blog site raise over $250,000 to replace soldiers’ belongings 
destroyed in ambush at Cop Keating, Afghanistan.  Works with Congress 
to draft and enact Post-9/11 GI Bill. My hope in covering the history of the 
American Legion in this and my past columns will acquaint the general 
public and all veterans to realize the significance of the American Legion in 
its 100 years of existence.  Without the strong national organization to apply 
pressure to our Congress with its significant voting block, many of these 
achievements for veterans would not have been achieved.  Reflect on these 
accomplishments current veterans (men and women), and join our local 
Post 672 to add your voice to veteran causes.  In numbers there  is strength, 
and we even learned that when we served in the military. Attend one our 
meetings or get an application from a current Post member.
      A successful Ham Raffle was held on April 14 to raise funds to support 
the Childrens’ Easter Party. Commander Charles Fleming thanks all who 
attended and the Post members who conducted the raffle. The Childrens’ 
Easter Party was held on Saturday, April 20, and started as planned at 1 P.M.  
Prizes and refreshments was the order of the day. This event is always much 
anticipated and was well-attended again this year.  
    Mark on your calendars the annual Memorial Day Parade and plan to 
attend.  There will be a short dedication of the monument next to the round-
about,  then to Warden Cemetery, and a final stop at Chapel Lawn Cem-
etery.  Small town America still sponsoring a parade to honor our brave 
veterans and those currently serving.
      The Wall That Heals hosted by the Plymouth VFW Post 1425 will be 
held at the Wyoming Valley West High School .  It will be open to the public 
on Thursday, September 5 until September 8 until 2 P.M. Even if you have 
visited in Washington, D.C., it is worth another visit.  I will visit and remem-
ber particularly Sterling Coates who was my neighbor in Plymouth. 
      Attend the Ride For Honor at the Post during the Memorial Day week-
end.
      The next meeting will be held on Friday,  May 10, at 7:30 P.M.  Mem-
bers and prospective members are encouraged to attend. Have a wonderful 
Mother’s Day, and Memorial Day and see you at the parade.
                                                                               GOD BLESS AMERICA !

Rummage sale dates 
set at Trinity
Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas       The Deacons have set Fri-
day, May 31 and Saturday, June 1 
for their annual gigantic rummage 
sale in the Fellowship Hall at Trin-
ity Presbyterian Church, Dallas.  
The sale will take place from 9 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, May 31, and 
from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
June 1.  Saturday will be bag day: 
all you can stuff into a large brown 
grocery bag for only $2.  Trinity is 
located at 105 Irem Road, Dallas, 
across Rt. 309 from the Country 
Club Shopping Center.

Lake-Lehman class 
of 1969 plans 
reunion
     The Lake-Lehman Class of 1969 
will be celebrating their 50th year 
reunion with a three day event. 
On Friday, July 12th, there will be 
golfing at the Irem Temple Country 
Club. All are welcome to play from 
beginners to ‘weekend warriors’. 
Non-playing partners are welcomed 
to join in as well. The format will 
be Captain and Mate. Tee Time: at 
noon. Fee: pay at Irem. $35. RSVP 
by June 23rd to: Donna Marie Krav-
abloski.   email:  govdm2000@
aol.com  Telephone: (570) 477-
5480   The evening of Friday, July 
12th, will offer a ‘Mixer’ (spouses 
optional) at Damien’s at Harvey’s 
Lake. This will start at 7:30 and will 
be a Dutch Treat event.
       On Saturday, July 13th there 
will be a “business-casual” buffet 
at Irem Country Club House from 
6-9pm. The cost is $30 per person 
with prepaid reservations sent to 
Josh Bryant at 85 Hickory Tree 
Road, Dallas, PA 18612. Checks 
can be made out to Todd Swanson. 
Deadline for reservations is Friday, 
July 5th.
    On Sunday, July 14th a Family 
PIcnic at Sandy Beach (Old Sandy 
Bottom Beach) starting at 3:30. This 
is a “bring your own place setting, 
beverage and a dish to pass event”.  
A $5 per person charge will be col-
lected at the gate. The charcoal grill 
will be ready for anything that you 
bring to grill. Phone reservations for 
the Sunday picnic to Sandra Serhan 
at (570) 519-0214 by Sun., July 7.
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   Team members are coached by 
teacher-coaches Adam Carlisle, 
Dr. Elizabeth Penland and Morgan 
Howard-Penland and are advised 
by area attorneys Paul Galante and 
Zach Watkins.        

Wyoming Seminary Mock Trial Team Wins Third Place in State Competition
       The Wyoming Seminary Mock 
Trial team recently concluded a suc-
cessful mock trial competition sea-
son at the 36th Annual Pennsylva-
nia Bar Association Statewide High 
School Mock Trial Competition, 
held in the Dauphin County Court-
house in Harrisburg.  
      The Sem team, representing 
Region 5 in state competition, went 
undefeated in the tournament, plac-
ing third overall. This is the eighth 
time in 12 years that the Sem Blue 
Knights have advanced to the state 
level. The competition featured 
the top 14 Mock Trial teams in the 
Commonwealth. 
       Four members of the Sem team 
were honored with special awards. 
Senior Morgan Price of Bear Creek 
and   freshman   Sophia   Kruger of

Shavertown received Best Witness 
Awards, while junior and team 
captain Jillayne Gumbs of Allen-
town and freshman Emily Aikens 
of Jenkins Township received Best 
Advocate Awards, in recognition of 
their outstanding individual perfor-
mances in the tournament.     
      “With this competition, we turn 
the page on yet another success-
ful Mock Trial season,” said Adam 
Carlisle, member of the Sem his-
tory faculty and Mock Trial Team 
teacher-coach. “I could not be more 
proud of what  these  eight students 
accomplished together this year.”
   The competition, sponsored by 
the Young Lawyers Division of the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association, pro-
vides high school students with a 
firsthand      experience      of      the

Above, seated in front: Jonathan D. Koltash, co-coordinator of the Young Lawyers Division Statewide Mock 
Trial Competition. Standing, from left: sophomore Mya Dobrowolski,  senior Bella Tang, sophomore Shailee 
Desai,  junior Jillayne Gumbs,  sophomore Aaliyeh Sayed, freshman Sophia Kruger, freshman Emily Aikens,  
and senior Morgan Price, Bear Creek.  Not present for photo: teacher-coaches Adam Carlisle, Dr. Elizabeth 
Penland and Morgan Howard-Penland, and attorney advisors Paul Galante and Zach Watkins.

American judicial system. 
      Competitions involve two op-
posing    high   school   teams   who       
apply real-life statutes and case law 
to fictitious situations in a simulated 
trial                                        setting.
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Grief Support 
        A Grief Support Group is avail-
able at River of Life Fellowship 
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehm-
an, on an  as-needed basis.  If you 
need help, or just someone to talk 
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for 
further information.

Men’s Breakfast 
Group meets weekly
      The Back Mountain Men’s 
Ecumenical Group meets at the 
Irem Country Club for their weekly 
breakfast meetings at  8:00 a.m. on 
Thursdays.  All men are welcome 
to join the group.

Food Pantry in Sweet Valley 
open for those in need
     The new food pantry in Sweet Valley, located 
inside the Church of Christ on Main Road in Sweet 
Valley will be open to those in need of food on the 
first Friday in May.   Food donations are also be-
ing accepted.  For more information call 570-477-
2320.

Classmates from Lake-Lehman 
class of ‘59
       Calling all members of Lake-Lehman Class of 1959.  We 
will celebrate our 60th reunion on Saturday, August 31, 5:00 
pm, at River of Life Fellowship (our old high school).  We 
need your name, address, telephone number, and email to 
get all our information to you.  Please contact Linda Morris 
Shypulefski at 570-256-3249.  

Marian DeAngelis set to run for 
Lehman Township Supervisor 
      Living in the Township for the past 16 years, 
Marian announces a run under “the peoples voice, 
a time for change”. DeAngelis started by volun-
teering to bring the Township into the current times 
with a website and regularly attended meetings. 
Secretary of the Board, Mr. Rogers approached 
DeAngelis for help, she readily agreed and worked 
closely with him to learn township business. Not 
long after she was offered a full-time position 
which she accepted.
       Over the years she learned from Al Cragle, “a wonderful man and a great 
business mind” said DeAngelis. She also had the pleasure of learning from Barb 
Simms in the zoning and planning offices. Grants became one of her main inter-
ests, since these helped save tax dollars and helped complete large projects. She 
worked on grants, to name a few, for police car, cameras and a salt shed addition, 
for the community she did Garden grants for the Back-mountain food pantry 
garden for fencing and a water line to the garden as well as for the elementary 
soil erosion project with planting an orchard for the food pantry garden. 
     More of these grants include a police cruiser, supplies for an active shooter 
event, bringing the ALICE (active shooter preparedness) program to Lake- 
Lehman School District with a help of Chief Kocher. She helped Lake Silk-
worth Fire obtain a grant for $500,000.00 through LSA grants for their new 
firehouse.  She was part of the first Multimodal grants and metropolitan grant 
for large paving projects of the Township roads and much more. She enjoyed 
working alongside the hardworking employees of the township. 
        Community service includes working with the PTO running the RIF (Read-
ing is Fundamental program) for several years, starting PTO BINGO, a safe 
walkway for the Kids at drop off and so much more. Her and her husband also 
created the walking/running path through the woods behind the Lehman Jack-
son Elementary in 2012 with some help from the community. She mentored 
kids for their charity senior project for the past several years. The biggest love is 
rescuing animals or fostering them and working with Brandon’s Forever Home 
staff and kids over the years. At Christmas the toy drives for the kids in foster 
care, veteran’s hospital and one year for the children’s hospital are her most spe-
cial moments. Most recently co-chairing a BINGO that benefited the Luzerne 
County Child Advocacy  center and the community grounds at the fair.
      With the community’s help we have had many charity events to help people 
in our community. Working with a great community groups is very important.
When there is a need She tries her best to get the community together to help 
and its always worked. “You can accomplish great things with honesty, humil-
ity, and most important love!”. True volunteering is what you can give to your 
community, not what you receive back.”, said DeAngelis. “Over the last 7 years 
the township has changed for the better and continues too, it shows and I’m 
proud”. If elected, she promises continued progress in the Township.
      With the recent implementation of the Stormwater Runoff Bills being re-
ceived and effecting her community DeAngelis could not sit by and watch her 
community suffer. She rallied with them and around them, while bringing them 
together shedding a spotlight to the fees and the unfair totals her neighbors were 
saddled with.
       As past Secretary it was at times frustrating to have to bear witness to signa-
tures of our decision makers on issue I did not agree with and have no voice in 
the matters. I pledge to do what is right for the tax payers and townhall meetings 
on important decisions. If interested in joining the campaign email: friendsof-
mariandeangelis@gmail.com.
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Dallas Lions Club welcomed guest speaker
        The Dallas 
Lions Club hosted 
Diane Ogurkis from 
“Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace” at a recent 
meeting of the club 
at the Fishtails Res-
taurant at Harvey’s 
Lake. 
      Ms. Ogorkus 
spoke to the club 
and explained that 
“Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace” is a regis-
tered 501 (c)(3) 
non-profit organiza-
tion serving children 
in need.  Volunteers 
build bunk beds so 
that no child has to 
sleep on a floor.  The 
club was impressed with this project and provided a check to help fund the organization.  
       Pictured above from left are: Lions Dan Corbett, Wes Rost, Don Berlew, Paul Keating, president of the club 
presenting a check to Ms. Ogurkis, Frank Rollman, Dave Spring and Dave Keating.



22nd Annual Theme Show over Memorial Day weekend
         Seven area artists will exhibit their artwork at the 22nd 
Annual Theme Show Invitational Art Exhibit at Sue Hand’s 
Imagery, 35 Main Street, Dallas, from May 23 – 27.
        Each artist will exhibit six to twelve pieces of art show-
casing their chosen subject, media and style.  Sue Hand will 
exhibit her watercolor paintings of her mother’s handmade 
doilies as a tribute for Mother’s Day. 
        Guest artists from the Back Mountain and their subject 
themes include:  Dave Hoffman, Harveys Lake, graphite scen-
ery; Tammy Hoyt, Shickshinny, watercolor barns; Mike Mig-
none, Monroe Twp., oil scenery; Mandy Newman, Dallas, wa-
tercolor butterflies; Vita Reddy, Shavertown, oil scenery; and 
Lora Womer, Hunlock Creek, watercolor seascapes.  They will 
be joined by eleven other artists from the Wyoming Valley and 
the Montrose areas.
       The public is invited to attend the exhibit on Thursday, 
May 23 from 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.; Friday, May 24 from 9:00 
p.m. – 6:00 p.m.; Saturday, May 25 from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; 
Sunday, May 26 from 1:00 – 4:00; and Monday, May 27, Me-
morial Day from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
       For additional information, please contact Sue Hand at 570-675-5094
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Events planned at Northmoreland 
Township Volunteer Fire Company
      Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire Company will hold Monday 
Night Bingo on Monday, May 13, and Monday, May 27, at the fire hall, 
located at 1618 Demunds Rd., in Centermoreland, just off Route 292. Early 
bird specials start at 6:30 PM, Regular games at 7:00 PM. Doors to hall 
open and kitchen begins serving at 5:00 PM. For more information, call Jim 
Gilpin at 570-333-4906 or 570-996-7066. 
       Want a night off from cooking dinner? Northmoreland Township Vol-
unteer Fire Company will have a Roast Beef Dinner on Wednesday, May 
22, from 4:30-7:00 PM at the fire hall, located at 1618 Demunds Rd., in 
Centermoreland, just off Route 292. Prices are $9.00 for adults, $4.00 for 
children. Let us cook your dinner! There’s plenty of food!
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Legion will hold a Memorial Day 
commemoration at 10:00 am, on 
Sunday, May 26. Local dignitaries 
will be on hand as well as an honor 
guard for the placing of a wreath at 
the monument.  
     Daddow-Isaacs American Le-
gion will hold the annual Memorial 
Day Parade and will rededicate the 
refurbished monument on Memo-
rial Day. They also have plans for a 
Chicken Barbeque starting at 1:00 
pm in the parking lot.    The third an-
nual Veterans Ride for Honor which 
starts out at the American Legion in 
Laceyville will end at the Dallas 
American Legion in time for the 
barbeque.  
      The Daddow-Isaac American 
Legion in Dallas and The Harveys 
Lake American Legion in Harveys 
Lake can be found on facebook for 
activities, Legion information and 
contact to become a member.

The American Legion celebrates 100 Year Anniversary
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      The American Legion is celebrat-
ing 100 years in existence this year. 
Originally conceived by American 
soldiers awaiting their return home 
from France after War World I, the 
American Legion’s general charter 
was signed into law in September 
of 1919. It currently has nearly 2 
million members and 13,000 posts 
throughout the US, France, Mexico, 
the Philippines, and Puerto Rico.
       “We have about 1200 Legion-
naires  here  when  you  include the

Ladies Auxiliary and the Sons of 
the American Legion,” said Bernie 
Castillo, finance chairman for the 
American Legion in Harveys Lake. 
“Anyone who has a mother or fa-
ther, grandparent, aunt, uncle, sib-
ling or cousin can join the Legion 
and we’d like to encourage them to 
do so.”
      The Harveys Lake American Le-
gion was chartered in 1954. Like all 
Legion posts, it is much more than 
a social club. The members support 
many community organizations like 
the police, fire and ambulance de-
partments and they routinely spon-
sor  things  like  Easter  Egg   Hunts 

and other holiday parties. They  
devote a great deal of time, talent 
and monetary donations to the Wil-
kes-Barre Veterans Administration 
Medical Center. 
     “Every summer we host a pic-
nic in our pavilion and they bring 
a busload of veterans. The bus is 
specially equipped for their wheel 
chairs,” said Bernie. “They really 
enjoy themselves. We have a DJ and 
our line dancers entertain them. We 
always have a Bingo game and the 
prizes are vouchers to the canteen at 
the VA so they are pretty happy with 
them.”
      Members of the Harveys Lake 
Legion do various fundraisers 
throughout the year to support their 
veteran assistance programs. They 
hold Bingo games periodically both 
in-house and at the VA. They are 
also a very active social club where 
members enjoy great food, hospi-
tality and a DJ for dancing at least 
once a month.
      The Daddow-Isaac American 
Legion in Dallas is also very sup-
portive of the local veterans’ com-
munity.  They are known for family 
friendly holiday parties which are 
always open to the public. 
   “We have some fundraisers 
throughout the year like our up-
coming Chicken Barbeque. All of 
the monies we earn, we give back to 
the community,” said Clarence Mi-
chael, Historian and  Publicity Chair 
for   the  Dallas American Legion. 

     “We have annual oratory and es-
say contests and the
young winners get 
monetary awards. 
We support the local food banks, 
Legion baseball, and the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library, which 
is in memory of veterans.”
      Membership at all American 
Legions could use a boost with 
new, younger members, both male 
and female. They provide an atmo-
sphere of camaraderie for veterans, 
a place to go to share stories but to 
also continue service to your coun-
try and to help the many veterans 
who were wounded or are suffering 
the effects of PTSD. In addition, the 
American Legion Posts provide fun 
events for the whole family. 
     Meetings are held at 7:30 pm on 
the second Monday of every month 
at Harveys Lake and on the second 
Friday each month in Dallas. Dues 
are nominal and benefit veterans’ 
activities. 
     “We are supportive of all veter-
ans. The American Legion is a very 
important organization because 
with the size of its membership, it 
can provide some political clout. 
You need that to get your projects 
funded,” said Clarence Michael.
    “Over the years, the Legion 
helped with some really important 
things like the creation of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and the 
GI Bill.” 
           The Harveys Lake American
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Kathy Kelchner from Francis Slocum State Park recently paid a visit to I’m Big Now Learning Center in 
Shavertown. Kathy was so animated talking to the children all about frogs. They learned about sounds and 
life cycles and were thoroughly engaged in the games Kathy played. Children were so attentive to the fabu-
lous way the mini science lesson was presented. Above in photo, first row are:  Matthew Forgach, Arianna 
Cella, Bruno Ciravolo, Sedona Piazza, Sophia Falcone. Second row: Jordan Rollins, Owen West, Tyler Lu-
cas, Oliver Piazza Damon Culver, Oliver Bransford, William Linnen, Lena Falcone, Aylin Farrell, Megan 
Bradshaw. Third row: Nelia Costello, Alanis Lamoreaux, Thea Evans, Evelyn Rakos, Faith Malinowski, 
Isabella Bacewicz, Abigail, Mikovitch, Zachary Ickes, Owen Beutel, Leora Levy. Kathy Kelchner (Francis 
Slocum).

Kathy Kelchner presents a science lesson to children at
I’m Big Now Learning Center

Idetown Fire Co. 
announces this 
year’s breakfast 
dates
       The Idetown Fire Company an-
nounces breakfast dates for 2019.  
May 5th, June 2nd, July 7th, Au-
gust  4th, September 1st, October  
6th, November 3rd and December 
1st.   Our All You Can Eat Buffet in-
cludes bacon, ham, sausage, scram-
bled eggs, breakfast potatoes, pan-
cakes, waffles, biscuits w/ sausage 
gravy, french toast sticks, made to 
order eggs and omelettes, OJ, cof-
fee, fruit and pastries.  Cost is $10 
for adult and $5 for  kids ages 5-10. 
Time is 8am to 12 noon at the fire 
hall located at 138 State Route 415, 
Dallas. Takeouts are available.

Back Mountain 
Community News publishes 

community notices at no charge. 
To place your community 

notice,  email:
communitynews123@comcast.net

Expires 5/31/19
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       Chris Summers from Wilkes-Barre/Scran-
ton hockey team recently visited I’m Big Now 
Learning Center in Shavertown,  to celebrate 
Read Across America week.
     Chris read Dr. Seuss classic, “And To Think 
That I Saw That on Mulberry Street”. Children 
absolutely loved having such a special visitor. 
Chris visited each of our three classrooms sepa-
rately and read the book that he brought. 
       Kindergarten: Owen Beutel, Abigail Miko-
vitch, Zachary Ickes. 2nd row: Leora Levy, Eve-
lyn Rakos, Isabella Bacewicz, Faith Malinowski, 
Nelia Costello, Chris Summers. 
     Pre-K: first row: William Linnen, Aylin Far-
rell, Oliver Bransford, Damon Culver, Everleigh 
Morris. 2nd row: Jordan Rollins, Owen West, 
Tyler Lucas, Megan Bradshaw, Oliver Bross, 
Hunter Moyer. 
    Preschool: first row: Matthew Rogan, Bruno 
Ciravolo, Nora Shaker. Second row: Brayden 
Upton, Jonathan Swire. Third row: Arianna 
Cella, Adeline Snyder, Breslin Summers, and 
Lillianna Olsen.

Chris Summers and TUX from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton hockey team visited I’m Big Now Learning Center

Photo: TUX and the children, first 
row seated: Brayden Upton, Mat-
thew Forgach, Bruno Ciravolo, Jon-
athan Swire, Oliver Piazza, Lena 
Falcone, Arianna Cella. Second 
row, seated: Hunter Moyer, Ever-
leigh Morris, Damon Culver, Jordan 
Rollins, Oliver Bross, Oliver Brans-
ford, William Linnen, Aylin Farrell, 
Owen West. Standing: Owen Beu-
tel, Isabella Bacewicz, Nelia Costel-
lo, Evelyn Rakos, Zachary Ickes, 
TUX, Alanis Lamoreaux, Thea Ev-
ans, Abigail Mikovitch, Leora Levy, 
Faith Malinowski, Tyler Lucas,  and 
Megan Bradshaw.
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Happy Mother’s Day 
from all of us at CK’s

Volunteers for 
Children’s Charity 
Quilt Group 
welcome 
       Project Donating Joy (DJ) meets 
Monday morning 9am till noon @ 
the Trucksville United Methodist 
Church 40 Knob Hill Rd Trucks-
ville. Sewers, quilters, and learners 
are welcome. We also offer hand 
quilting services also to finish pri-
vate party quilts.  Quilts benefit our 
area’s children in need or at risk. We 
are a non-profit charity.  Contact 
Judy Gober at 570-262-3858

Lake-Lehman 
Class of ‘84 plans 
35th class reunion
    Members of the Lake-Lehman 
Class of 1984 are planning a class 
reunion  to be held during the week-
end of June 21. Events begin on Fri-
day, June 21 with a get together at 
Grotto Pizza, Harveys Lake at 7:00 
pm. Saturday, June 22 at 3:00 pm, 
Konefals Grove, catering provided 
- drinks will not be provided. Sun-
day, June 23 at 12 noon we will take 
a tour of the Lake-Lehman High 
School.
     Please RSVP as soon as possible 
to: Judy McGovern at 570-762-3201 
or Brenda Davis at 570-760-1999. If 
no answer please leave a message or 
email: Joan Drobnicki Cheponis at 
jccheponi@yahoo.com. Cost to be 
determined depending upon mem-
bers of the class participating.

Teacher Appreciation Week, 529 Day
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
of both MF Advisers, Inc.
& MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.

      National  Teacher Appreciation Week  is May 
6th  – May 10th, and National Teacher Apprecia-
tion Day  is Tuesday, May 7th .   529 Day  (529 
college savings plans) is Wednesday, May 29th.  
These 2 financial awareness topics are very im-
portant for several reasons, so let’s explore these 
a bit more. If you, your children, and your grandchildren have had teachers 
who were instrumental in your/their education, then you know why great 
teachers are so important.  They can make learning fun and change a child’s 
life for the better, and that is huge.  Make sure to thank those teachers who 
do their job so very well, and not just during Teacher Appreciation Week 
– they deserve it.
      Teachers are a large part of our business (we are a 403(b) provider for 
both the Dallas Area & Wyoming Valley West school district employees) 
and we just want to say “thank you for all that you do” – that’s why we 
enjoy taking care of your 403(b)/retirement/financial needs.
       529 Day is a yearly reminder for those with children, grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, etc. that saving for college is a smart decision, especially 
when considering the many benefits of these 529 plans  (these can vary 
from state-to-state).  Many who would like to send children to college/trade 
schools (yes, some of  these plans can be used for trade schools as well) 
realize that the cost will be quite substantial - that’s why raising awareness 
of  529 plans is so important.
        We have many clients who are saving for their children’s and grand-
children’s college costs with  529 plans,  and many more I’m sure will also 
do the same going forward.  We would like to thank those clients as well – 
those 529 plans  you opened for your children/grandchildren show that you 
care so much about their future education and want what’s best for them.
      These two May ’19 financial awareness topics are interrelated – they 
both deal with the area of education.  It is one of the most important things 
we can do in life – educate ourselves and those we love as best as possible 
to prepare them for what life has in store for them.  I’ve always said the 2 
most important things in life we can learn about is 1.) how to successfully 
communicate/deal with people, and 2.) how to properly handle personal 
financial matters.  So this goes out to all of the teachers and adults who try 
to better the children of tomorrow for when they become adults themselves 
– thank you for caring enough ... we appreciate what you do every single 
day, not just in May. 
       Find an experienced financial advisor who frequently deals with 403(b)s 
and/or  529 college savings plans, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her 
money from fees (NOT commissions), believes in having an abundance of 
investment choices for clients, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, 
NOT a  salesman, and chances are you’ve found the right financial advisor 
to help you prepare and plan for retirement and/or college costs.
        For more information, please visit  http://www.mfadvisers.com , email  
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call  (570) 760-6524.
      About  MF Advisers, Inc., MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-
only RIA firm and fiduciary based in PA & FL specializing in 403(b)s, 529 
college savings plans, wealth management, investment advice, and finan-
cial planning (including retirement planning). With 20+ years of licensed 
experience, over 10 years of professional education, and an unwavering 
commitment to improving your financial situation, MF Advisers, Inc. is the 
advisory firm to best serve  YOU.
Facebook  |  Twitter  |  LinkedIN

Spring Fling Session 
set to begin
    Whipple Performing Arts Stu-
dio announces their Spring Fling 
Session starts week of  May 13th 
through  June 24th.
     Ballet – Bellydance – Hip Hop – 
Irish – Praise & Worship and  Tap.
     Dancing Princesses & Daring 
Pirates for children 4 – 9 years. For 
more information visit www.whip-
pledance.com.
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         This year’s Back Mountain 
Memorial Library Auction will take 
place Thursday, July 11th through 
Sunday, July 14th on the library 
grounds, Huntsville Road in Dallas.
       The annual kick-off dinner will 
be held on Monday, June 3rd, at 
Apple Tree Terrace in Dallas. Call 
the library at 570-675-1182 for in-
formation and tickets to attend.
     Shown in photo are this year’s 
committee members include, front 
row from left: Melinda Gaus, 
Martha Butler, Pat Peiffer, Leslie 
Horoshko, Rich Fufaro, Deb Coo-
per. Back row: Jennifer Yonkoski, 
Madelyn Hughes, Terry Sayre Eck-
ert, Karen Shuster, Maureen Lea-
high, Bill Monk, Bill Peiffer, Jim 
Snyder, Carol Warholak Sweeney 
and Joyce Gebhardt.

Committee Members announce this year’s Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction

Mark your calendar and plan to attend the 73rd Annual Back Mountain
Memorial Library Auction. 

Dallas Rotary 
Wine, BrewFest 
set for June 22
       The Dallas Rotary Club, in as-
sociation with the Dallas Area Fall 
Fair, Inc., will be sponsoring a Wine 
and BrewFest on Saturday, June 22 
at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds, 
Rt. 118, Dallas, PA.  All proceeds 
will benefit Rotary charities.  
     This year the festival will feature 
some of the area’s finest local win-
eries and breweries from the Back 
Mountain, the Endless Mountains 
and beyond.  A variety of food and 
goods will also be on sale by area 
vendors and craftsmen, and there 
will be live musical entertainment 
all day long.  Visit their web site at 
www.DallasRotaryWineandDine.
com or look for them on Face book 
for upcoming ticket information on 
line or at local retailers.
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Spring Special

Kunkle Volunteer 
Fire Co. plans
Mother’s Day 
Breakfast  Buffet
        Join us on Sunday, May 12 
from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon for a 
Mother’s Day Breakfast Buffet at 
the Kunkle Fire Company’s social 
hall, 815 Kunkle Road.  Adults $10 
and children $5. For more informa-
tion call 570-675-3334. 

The Friends of the Back Mountain Memorial Library recently hosted 
their 31st annual Luncheon with a Special Author on Thursday, April 
18 at the Appletree Terrace in Dallas.  More than 120 people attended 
the event and enjoyed the presentation given by local author and edu-
cator Joyce Victor.  All proceeds from the luncheon will benefit the li-
brary.  
Shown above in photo, seated from left are: Friends of the Library 
President Deb Cooper, author Joyce Victor, Past President Lynn Ah-
mad.  Standing behind are: Susan Berdis, Maureen Doerfler, and Pub-
licity Chair Sandy Peoples.

Library luncheon features local author   Lake-Lehman announces modified 
Kindergarten Registration
       The Lake-Lehman School District will have a modified registration 
session for students entering Kindergarten for the 2019-2020 school year on 
May 14, 2019 from 3:30 pm to 7:00 pm in the High School Vestibule.  Child 
must be 5 on/before August 31, 2019.
       Please go to LLSD.org for your registration packet and have it complet-
ed before attending the registration. Also bring a copy of the child’s birth 
certificate, copy of most recent immunizations and completed residency af-
fidavit and have it notarized if required.  If you should have any questions, 
please feel free to call Tina Judge, District Registrar with any questions at 
570-255-2815.

Huntsville United 
Methodist Church 
plans Community 
Yard Sale
     The Huntsville United Method-
ist Church, 1233 Huntsville Road, 
Shavertown, will hold a community 
yard sale on Saturday, May 11th 
from 8am to 2pm.  
     Vendors are welcome / needed. 
Please call for more information, 
Gloria Ross at (570) 675-7311.
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      The third grade classes at Wycallis El-
ementary School in Dallas held their annual 
circus on April 9.   
      Dress rehearsal was performed before the 
entire student body while family and friends 
were treated to the afternoon show. 
     “The students do 15 songs and there are 
acrobats, dancing ladies, ringmasters, lions, 
tigers, elephants, 
monkeys, and snaked charmers,” said Debo-
rah Pike, music educator for the school. “The 
students work on the circus in their music 
classes, their physical education classes and 
also in art. It is a lot of fun for everyone.” 

Wycallis Elementary School in Dallas held their Annual Third Grade Circus

The Wycallis Circus featured everything from acrobats to snake charmers. 
From left are Ainsley Krogulski, Sydney Haydu, Teagan Orrson, Charlie Wil-
liams, Sanaiyah Sutton and Angaj Dabnia. 

The Circus at Wycallis Elementary School could not happen without 
the total commitment of these third grade teachers, and the music 
and physical education teachers. Pictured before the show, from left, 
are Ashley Keating, physical education teacher Karen Arnaud, Ma-
ria Bustin, Karen Heltzel, music teacher Deborah Pike, and Deborah 
Manahan. Pictured in the art room at Wycallis Elementary before the Circus, 

from left, are Heather Orrson, Jack Miller, Ayden Napersky, Calder 
Watkins, and Diane Morse. 

Teacher aide Katie Hrivnak helped with organizing the whole 
show. Here she is shown putting make-up on Chase Kresge 
while Brayden Kilduff, left, and Jose Lopez wait for their turn. 

Dressed as elephants for the third grade circus, from 
left, are Lexi Vinnacombe, JR Matinas and Justin 
Camoni.

Some of the “wild animals” ready for the circus to begin, from left, are 
Jonathan Palfreyman, Nathaniel Wilder, Zane Drezek, Alexis Lefkoski, 
Lucas Zulkoski, and David Gozikowski.
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MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      The Last Knight committee 
for the Lake-Lehman High School 
graduation lock-in party held a de-
signer purse Bingo on April 6 to 
help fund the event. 
       Over 300 people attended the 
Bingo with hopes of winning a love-
ly designer bag. The committee’s 
last fundraiser for the year is called, 
“Kiss a Senior Goodbye.” Parents 
and friends of Lake-Lehman seniors 
can order a bag of Hershey kisses to 
be delivered to a senior during their 
last week of school. Order forms are 
available on the Lake-Lehman Last 
Knight Facebook page. 

Last Knight committee for the Lake-Lehman High School graduation lock-in party 
recently held a designer purse Bingo

Lake- Lehman Key Club volunteers kept watch over the many design-
er purse and bags that were awarded to the winners of Bingo games. 
From left are: Erin McLaughlin, Kaleigh Koss, Maddison Park, and 
Melanie Selner. 

Allyson Moyer, left, and Kara Domzalski worked to-
gether at the food stand for the Bingo at Lake Lehman 
High School.

Trish Ash and Maria Hutsko are on their third year as co-chairs for the Last Knight 
Lock-In Party. They are pictured with other committee members at the Designer Bin-
go. From left are Darlene Williams, Polly Whispell, Trish Ash, Maria Hutsko, Shan-
non Hunt, Molly Company and Chrisandra Tosh. 

These Lake Lehman cheerleaders volunteered to help at the Designer 
Bingo. From left are Angela Prest, Emily Sikora, Sarah Prince, Rebec-
ca Crawford, and Brianna Hodle. 

Photo right: Getting ready for the 
start of the Bingo at Lake- Lehm-
an, from left, are Trista Schech-
terly, Seanna Ashton, Autumn 
Visneski and Caroline Duffy. 

Photo right: Sharon Lukasavage, 
left, and Trish Rowe sold raffle 
tickets for the many baskets do-
nated to benefit the Last Knight 
Lock-In Party.
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Proudly Celebrating 50 Years!

Calligraphy, Watercolor, and Illustrations by Abbey Gillette
       Abbey Gillette, of Scott, will be displaying her cal-
ligraphy, watercolors, illustrations and wedding stationary 
at the Back Mountain Memorial Library during the month 
of May. Abbey has been in business as StoneFawx Studios 
for the past three years but her creative career began long 
before then as a graphic designer and artist. As a designer 
first, she always had the interest in combining fine art and 
lettering techniques but took the next steps to learning the 
calligraphy and lettering portion when she began design-
ing luxury wedding invitations. 
       Abbey states that she is inspired by each client. Each 
piece is commissioned where she  spends time getting to 
know what the client is like, what they find important and 
what they need.  She likes to include personal information 
into every piece. You can purchase her work directly from 
her website stonefawxstudios.com or email her at abbey@
stonefawxstudios.com. Her Instagram is @stonefawxstu-
dios. All are welcome to view her work on the Back Mountain Library Art Wall during the month of May.

Dallas AAC celebrates Wedding Anniversary
      Joseph and Alfreda 
(Susie) Malak celebrated 
60 wonderful years of 
marriage in April.  
      The happy occasion 
was shared with their 
friends at the Dallas AAC 
with an anniversary cake. 
The Malaks reside in Dal-
las and have been faithful 
members of the Dallas 
AAC and it’s activities 
for 20 years. Congratula-
tions Joe and Susie and 
many more happy days 
together.

Happy Anniversary!
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       Daddow-Isaacs Dallas Ameri-
can Legion Post 672 held their an-
nual Children’s Easter Party which 
was well-attended. 
       Over 100 Easter baskets, huge 
Easter bunny stuffed rabbits, and 
bicycles were awarded as prizes.  
Pizza, hot dogs, drinks,  and dessert  
were served to all the children and 
adults who attended.
     Many smiles radiated the en-
tire atmosphere as the prizes were 
awarded and pictures were  taken 
with the Easter Bunny.  John Emil, 
Sr.  chaired the event and was aided 
by members of the Legion and Le-
gion Auxiliary. 

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 held their 
annual Children’s Easter Party

Photo above: John Emil, Sr., emcee, Darlene Kupstas, the famous Eas-
ter Bunny, and George Tucker (kneeling).

Photo above: John Emil, Sr., addressed and welcomed  part of the huge 
attendees at this year’s Easter Party.

Wyoming Seminary Upper School Director of Athletics Karen Klass-
ner recently announced Sem’s Most Valuable Players, Gold Award and 
other award winners for winter sports from the Back Mountain. Ath-
letes who earned four varsity letters or three varsity and one junior 
varsity letters in their sport receive Gold Awards.   In boys basketball, 
senior Nicolas Bufalino of Wyoming received the Gold Award. In girls 
basketball, senior Mia Raineri of Shavertown received the Gold Award.            
In girls swimming, senior Madison Federici of Dallas received the Gold 
Award. In boys swimming, senior Robert deLuna of Dallas received 
the Gold Award.   In wrestling, seniors Michael Doggett and Jacob Ste-
fanowicz, both of Harveys Lake received Gold Awards.

Wyoming Seminary Announces Winter 
Sports MVP/Gold Award Recipients

Food Drive at I’m Big Now Learning Center

I’m Big Now Learning Center took part in the spring food drive for 
The Back Mountain Food Pantry.    They worked hard to collect non-
perishable food from March 23- April 13. During the collection time, 
the classes would sort the food, count the food, and discuss ways to help 
individuals who may need these foods.    First row: Bruno Ciravolo, 
Oliver Piazza, Tyler Lucas, Owen West, Jordan Rollins.    Second row 
is Faith Malinowski, Thea Evans,    Abigail Mikovitch, Evelyn Rakos,    
Aubrey Spacino, Nelia Costello,    Zachary Ickes,    Alanis Thomas,    
and Owen Buetel.   

Read the Back Mountain 
Community News online

 FREE of charge at 
www.communitynewsonline.net
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Photo right: Rebecca and Stanley 
Sims of Shavertown brought their 
children Bella and Stan to enjoy the 
festivities at the American Legion 
in Harveys Lake.

Ladies Auxiliary of the Harveys Lake American Legion 
held an Easter Egg Hunt
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

     The Ladies Auxiliary of the Har-
veys Lake American Legion held an 
Easter Egg Hunt on April 7. Open to 
the public, the event featured candy 
bags for all participants. Three 
members of each represented age 
group earned extra prizes by finding 
eggs with special numbers inside. 

Photo right: Members of the La-
dies Auxiliary of the American 
Legion are pictured in front of the 
prizes and candy bags they pre-
pared for the children in atten-
dance. From left are: Rose Lee, 
Mary Kat Mital, Sheila Transue, 
Melissa Barcheski and Rose Lu-
carino.

Plastic eggs containing candy were placed all over the grounds in the 
back of the American Legion building. Helping out with that task, from 
left, are Roberta Hughes, Joanne Hummel, Carolyn Lanning, Lisa 
Grzesnikowski and Marge Sims.

Toni Dietterich and her three year old daughter Emily 
enjoyed the Easter Egg Hunt at the American Legion.

Betty Scioscia brought her son Bryden to the Harveys 
Lake American Legion Easter Egg Hunt.

18-month-old Lilly Pearson was accompanied by mom Martha 
and grandmother Denise Pearson.

From our family to yours ...

Happy Mother’s Day
Back Mountain Community News

It’s All Good News ... Where Community Matters.



Ray Miller is seeking a seat on Dallas 
Township’s Board of Supervisors
        Back Mountain Area Native Ray Miller 
announces his candidacy for a seat on the 
Dallas Township Board of Supervisors in 
the upcoming 2019 Municipal Election sea-
son.
        He is the son of Joseph and Kay (Har-
vey) Miller of Centermoreland. Miller 
and his wife Tammy along with their two 
daughters, Tiffanie and Linsey have been 
taxpayers and residents in Dallas Township 
for the past 28 years. 
        Miller is hard working and dedicated to 
his family, friends and neighbors, as well as 
his job. If he’s not volunteering his time being a volunteer fireman for Kunkle Fire 
Company he is helping a friend or neighbor. Miller is also a 10 year member of the 
Sons of American Legion Post 672, Dallas. 
         Miller has been employed by Dallas Township’s Road Department for the 
past 17 years. With his background experience and knowledge of daily operations 
Miller would like to see the community moving forward by repairing and main-
taining township roadways and still keeping residents taxes at a low rate. These are 
just two of the accomplishments Miller sets out to do first with many more accom-
plishments in the  future.  Miller does plan on being a working supervisor when 
elected. His door will always be opened to fellow residents, neighbors and voters 
with questions or concerns. You can contact Ray at: elect.rmiller@aol.com.  
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Dallas Lions Club plans Night at the Races
          The Dallas Li-
ons Club will be hold-
ing a “Night at the 
Races” on May 4th 
at the Gate of Heaven 
Gym on Machell Ave 
in Dallas.
       Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and the first 
race is slated to begin 
at 7:15 p.m. The cost 
of admission is $5 but 
is waived if a horse 
is purchased for $10.  
Food and beverages 
are provided. 
       Tickets can be 
purchased from any 
Club member or at 
the door.  Pictured 
are, from the left: Li-
ons Don Berlew, co-
chair, Paul Kutney, 
president and Frank 
Rollman, co-chair.
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Boback Announces 
May Outreach 
Hours
      Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lacka-
wanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today 
announced her outreach events and 
satellite hours for the month of May. 
Representatives from several differ-
ent organizations will offer assistance 
throughout the month at her district 
offices.
      “I encourage residents of the 117th 
District to take advantage of these 
outreach opportunities. My staff and 
I look forward to helping people with 
their state-related matters,” said Bo-
back.
      A member of Boback’s staff will be 
available on the following dates: 
Tuesday, May 14 - Hunlock Town-
ship Building, 33 Village Drive, Hun-
lock Creek from 9-11 a.m. Thursday, 
May 23 - Falls Senior Center, 2813 
Sullivan’s Trail, Falls from 10 a.m. to 
noon. 
      Boback also offers the following 
services to local veterans: Wednes-
day, May 1 - a claims consultant from 
the American Legion will hold office 
hours at the Tunkhannock district of-
fice, 133 West Tioga St., Suite 4, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Area veterans may 
seek assistance and information per-
taining to specific benefits and pro-
grams. Additional meetings will be 
held on the first Wednesday of every 
month.
      Monday, May 13 - the Mobile 
Vet Center will be in the parking lot 
of the Ace Hardware-Brady and Ca-
vany Store, 809 Hunter Highway, 
Eaton Township from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Some of the services available 
for veterans and their dependents in-
clude individual, group, family and 
bereavement counseling; medical 
referrals; assistance in applying for 
veterans affairs benefits; employment 
counseling; guidance and referrals; 
and alcohol and drug assessments.
         Additional events hosted by Bo-
back on Wednesday, May 22 include 
the following: A representative from 
the Centers for Independent Living 
(CIL) will be available for appoint-
ments all day at the Tunkhannock 
district office. CIL are community-
based, cross-disability, non-profit 
organizations that are designed and 
operated by people with disabilities.  
Please call 570-836-4777 to make an 
appointment. 
     For more legislative information, 
visit Boback’s website at RepBoback.
com.

Trucksville Early Childhood Education 
Center celebrating 50 Years

The Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center, formerly known 
as Trucksville Nursery School, is celebrating its 50th Anniversary this 
year. The school was established in 1969 and is the mission and vision 
of  the Trucksville United Methodist Church.
We are a non-profit organization which strives to enhance the learn-
ing experience of our students. The school’s philosophy is to create an 
atmosphere that celebrates children. It is “Where A Lifetime of  Love 
for Learning Begins.”  
Our classes run from 2 years of age through full time Kindergarten.  
This is the age where curiosity and imagination are inspired through 
learning and play. This spring while we give tours of our facility, it is 
common to hear that the parents and grandparents attended the school 
when they were little. They have such fond memories and it is so won-
derful to see generations returning to our school.  They are even more 
surprised to learn that many of their former teachers are still actively 
involved on our Board of Trustees. 
In celebration of our Anniversary we are attempting to install Central 
Air Conditioning throughout the school which includes a filtration 
system.  The new filtration system will eliminate a great deal of dirt 
and dust from outside air which will help children with Allergies and 
Asthma.  We have started an AC Campaign and have been receiving 
donations from staff, church,  alumni and school families to achieve our 
goal.  The Parent Group (PEG) has been busy fund raising by holding 
Art and Cookies Night, Pirate and Princess Family Night, and our an-
nual Art Show.  Our PEG Group works hard to create a feeling of com-
munity with the events they sponsor. Over the years, through generous 
donations we have been able to make improvements to our facility and 
we hope to continue this legacy we have been so generously given.  50th 
Celebration Party will also be held at the Education Facility on the 
50th day of school. We are looking forward to our future at the school 
and are excited to see where we will be in the next 50 years.
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Volunteers of the Meadows Auxiliary are in the midst of organizing the 
35th annual Market on the Pond which will be held on Saturday, June 
15th from 9am to 3pm on the center’s scenic grounds at 4 E. Center 
Hill Rd., Dallas. This very popular event will feature 120 vendors of-
fering a variety of goods. Market on the Pond is the Auxiliary’s largest 
fundraiser and proceeds benefit the residents of the Meadows Nursing 
& Rehabilitation Center. The rain date is June 22nd.   The Auxiliary is 
asking for donations of raffle baskets or gift cards for Market on the 
Pond. The baskets will be displayed in the facility until the morning of 
the event then transferred to the raffle tent.  
The community is also invited to donate items that can be used for vari-
ous Auxiliary-run booths at the Market. Acceptable donations include 
baked goods, household odds and ends, soft and hardcover books and 
plants. Donations excluding baked goods can be brought to the center 
on the following Saturdays: June 3rd and June 10th from 9am to noon. 
Auxiliary volunteers will be available to help on those dates. Baked 
goods can be brought to the center on Friday, June 14th. Other drop 
off times can be arranged by calling the Community Services Office 
at (570) 675-8600 ext. 195.  Shown in photo above, from left are: Geri 
Williams, Cookie Fetterman and Fran Dierolf.

Date Set for 3rd Annual Veterans Ride for Honor

On Sunday, May 26, veterans, community members, motorcycle enthusiasts, friends and families are invited 
to participate in the Third Annual Karen Boback Veterans Ride for Honor to raise funds to support local 
veterans’ organizations which have made a difference in the lives of so many of our veterans. This event 
is being sponsored by the Daddow Isaacs American Legion, Post 672, Dallas, PA.  The Bike Run is being 
sponsored by the American Legion Riders from Post 672, Dallas. Donations of $15 per rider and $10 per 
passenger will include: an event patch for the first 150 riders, donated by the Rotary Club of Dallas, and a 
down home country chicken BBQ, soda, water and coffee.  The BBQ will be prepared by the Kunkle Fire 
Company.  Walk-ins may purchase the BBQ only for $10 per person.  The BBQ will be served from 3:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Other food and refreshments will also be available for purchase.  No alcoholic beverages 
will be permitted outside. 
This is a rain or shine event and is open to the public.  Advance tickets are available at the Legion bar for the 
BBQ, but they do not include bike run registration.  For more information, call Art Pimm from the Dallas 
American Legion Riders at 570-760-1990 or call the Legion Post at 570-675-6542.   On-site registration for 
the bike run will be from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Black Walnut American Legion Post 510, 328 Old 
Route 6.  Laceyville, PA.  The ride ends at the Dallas American Legion Post 672 at 730 Memorial Highway, 
Dallas. Events of the day: 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. - Bike Run Registration in Laceyville. 2:00 p.m. - All mo-
torcycles will arrive at the Legion in Dallas via Rt. 415 from Harveys Lake. 2:30 p.m. - Honor Guard and 
Guest Speakers in Dallas.  3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. - Chicken BBQ will be served.  3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. - DJ 
Dennis Thorne, Jr. - live on the premises.  6:00 p.m. - Raffle Drawings. Shown in photo above are, Planning 
Committee participants, seated from left: Michael Brandon, Ride Event Chairman; State Representative 
Karen Boback; Art Parks, Sgt. at Arms, Dallas Legion Riders; Art Pimm, Event Chairman.  Standing from 
left: Art Peoples, Event Treasurer, Rotary Club of Dallas; Sheila Brandon, Dallas Legion Riders; George 
Tucker, President, Board of the Dallas Legion; Darlene Kupstas, Treasurer, Dallas Legion; Charles Fleming, 
Commander, Dallas Legion; Joe Kelley, Event Chairman/Veterans Affairs.  Not available for photo: Larry 
Lansberry, President, American Legion Riders of Dallas.

“Market on the Pond” to be held 
at the Meadows in June

News from the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library
       The Back Mountain Memorial Library lists the following Upcoming 
Events.    Call or come in to sign up for these events and programs: Take a 
safari at the Library as photographer Sharon Templin of Tunkhannock pres-
ents her wildlife photos and shares stories of her trips to Africa.  Sharon works 
with Africa Through Your Lens Safaris, which guides small groups to view 
and photograph wildlife. “African Wildlife”  will be held Wednesday, May 1, 
at 7:00 PM; please call to sign up. This program is suitable for all ages.
         The  “PA One Book, Every Young Child” early literacy program is being 
held at 10:00 AM on Thursday, May 9.  Children aged 6 and under can come 
for a special story hour and receive a free copy of the featured book, “Not a 
Box” by Antoinette Portis, in this state-sponsored program.  Register by call-
ing the Children’s Room.
        If you’ve ever thought about writing a children’s book, Professor Jennifer 
Yonkoski of King’s College is presenting “Writing for Children”.  This 4-ses-
sion adult program will cover character development and other aspects of a 
children’s story, and will offer writing exercises. The sessions are Wednes-
days, May 15, 22, 29, and June 5 at 7:00 PM.  This workshop can get you past 
“once upon a time”,  please call to sign up.
         Teens and tweens are invited to sign up for “Intro to Chess” to be held
                                                           Library news continued on next page.
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      Members and friends of the Rotary Club 
of Dallas gathered recently at the Appletree 
Terrace in Dallas to celebrate the club’s 92nd 
anniversary of the signing of their charter on 
March 19, 1927.
       The highlight of the evening was the 
awarding of Paul Harris Fellow Awards to 
three members of our Back Mountain Com-
munity who exemplify Rotary’s motto of Ser-
vice Above Self as they live their lives doing 
good things for others.  
       The recipients are: Brenda Pugh – presi-
dent of the Luzerne County Fall Fair Associa-
tion for her outstanding leadership and efforts 
to expand the use of the fairgrounds to benefit 
the community, and for all of her other en-
deavors to help many charitable organizations 
maximize their service and impact.
      Lisa Pretko – (former Rotarian) founder 
and editor of the Back Mountain Community 
News for her 14 years of publishing only “good 
news” in the Back Mountain and surrounding 
areas.  Lisa has donated unlimited space in 
her newspaper for non-profit organizations, 
churches, charities, service clubs, fire depart-
ments, and others to spread the word about 
their mission, fundraisers and other events that 
benefit the community.
    Joseph R. Stager, III – for his heroism last 
summer when a catastrophic tornado struck 
the shopping mall in Wilkes-Barre and de-
molished the Barnes and Noble Book Store 
which he managed.  Through his quick think-
ing and putting his employees above his own 
personal safety, he saved countless individuals 
by corralling them in the center of the store in 
a sturdy kiosk and literally throwing his body 
over them to shelter them from flying and col-
lapsing debris. 
     The Dallas Rotary Club, as part of Rotary 
International, is pleased to recognize these 
service-minded individuals in our community.  
Rotary is the world’s first all-volunteer ser-
vice organization founded in 1905 with more 
than 1.2 million members in more than 35,000 
clubs in more than 200 countries around the 
world.   
      Dallas Rotarians support our community 
and make it a better place to live. Most of 
their projects benefit children and the elderly 
and are supported and funded by their annual 
charity golf tournament at the Irem Country 
Club in September and their annual Wine and 
Brewfest at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds 
in June. 
      The Rotary Club of Dallas meets every 
Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the Irem 
Country Club in Dallas.  Membership inquiries 
are always welcome.  Visit: dallasrotaryclub.
com and Rotary.org for more information.

Dallas Rotary celebrates 92 years of “Service Above Self”

Brenda Pugh (left) receives a Rotary Paul 
Harris Fellow pin from Dallas President Kim 
Reynolds (right) while State Representative 
Karen Boback (center) looks on.

Joseph Stager III (right) receives a Rotary Paul 
Harris Fellow pin from his father, Dallas Rotar-
ian Joseph Stager (left).

Some of the officers of the Rotary Club of Dallas pose with the Paul Harris Fellow recipients.  
From left: Assistant Governor John John, Dallas President Kim Reynolds, Lisa Pretko, Joseph 
Stager III, Brenda Pugh, Dallas Rotarian and Past District Governor Art Peoples.  

The three Rotary Paul Harris Fellow recipients take a moment to talk about receiving this honor and 
recognition by the Rotary Club of Dallas.  From left: Lisa Pretko, Brenda Pugh, Joseph Stager III.

Library continued from previous 
page.

Saturday, May 18 at 2:00 PM. They 
will learn the names of the pieces, 
how they move, how to set up the 
board, and get started in play.  Frank 
Procopio, certified chess coach, will 
instruct attendees in the basics of 
this classic strategy game.  Please 
call the Children’s Room to regis-
ter.
        The  Auction Kickoff dinner 
has been set for Monday, June 3, at 
the Apple Tree Terrace at Newberry 
Estates in Dallas.  This traditional 
start to the annual Library Auction 
features a selection of items to bid 
on after a buffet supper.  A cash bar 
will be available.  Cost to attend is 
$28.00 per person.  Cocktail hour 
begins at 6 PM, with dinner at 7 
PM.  Deadline to make reservations 
at the  Library is May 24.  
         Keep in mind this year’s up-
coming Summer Reading program, 
“A Universe of Stories”, which cel-
ebrates the 50th  anniversary of the 
first Apollo moon landing.  It will 
run from June 3 through August 24.  
Summer Story Hours registration 
will start Tuesday, June 4, with ses-
sions starting the week of June 18.
        News and Notices: The Library 
will be closed for Memorial Day on 
Monday, May 27.  The lovely hand-
made quilt  on display in the Library 
is being raffled off in conjunction 
with our annual summer Auction.  
Tickets are now ready for sale, with 
chances at $2 each, or 3 for $5.  Stop 
in and see “Butterscotch Baskets” 
an intricate design pieced in muted 
shades of green, tan, blue, and cran-
berry by Leslie Horoshko.  The 
drawing will be held the last night 
of the auction and you don’t need to 
be present to win.
      Contact us at 570-675-1182. And 
find so much more at our website at 
www.backmountainlibrary.org.
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Dallas AAC member celebrates 92nd birthday

Sylvester Kuchinskas celebrated  92 years of a well lived life in April.  Sylvester resides in Dallas with his 
daughters and is a member of the Dallas AAC.  Wilkes University pharmacy students were at the center that 
day to interview the members and also learned a lesson from Syl.  Congratulations and Happy Birthday to 
Sylvester and many more happy and healthy days ahead.

The Yellow Rose 4-H Club of Sweet Valley is currently organizing 
a community service project by hosting an Open English Memorial 
Horse Show on Sunday, May 12th  starting at 8 a.m. at the Luzerne 
County Fairgrounds, State Route 118, Lehman-Dallas.  The traditional 
Mother’s Day horse show consists of 67 classes within the 22 divisions 
which are sanctioned under the NPHA and Colonial Classic guide-
lines.
The horse show is in memory or two long time 4-H leaders and equine
professionals of Luzerne County, Carole Malig and Jane Morris. The 
show will be held rain or shine and will feature classes for youth, begin-
ner/novice riders to adult equestrians.   The 4-H food stand will be open 
all day featuring a variety of baked goods and food.  Stall reservations 
can be made by contacting Donna Fine at 570-310-1641.  For more 
information contact Gail Verbyla 570-709-7875. The event has FREE 
parking and FREE admission.

Luzerne County Fair Open English 
Memorial Horse Show

Experience Fitness on South River Street in Plains was one of more than 
50 area businesses that offered their business location as a drop-off site 
for food to be donated and delivered to the Back Mountain Food Pan-
try.  Dallas resident Kyle McGlynn, owner of Experience Fitness, was 
pleased to participate when approached by one of his clients, Chelsey 
Tupper, to display a large donation box and signage in the center high-
lighting the food drive.  Tupper is a member of the Back Mountain 
Chamber which sponsors this annual three week Spring Food Drive to 
raise food and funds for those in need.  The collection box at Experi-
ence Fitness received more than 200 pounds of food to help the pantry 
help others in our community.   From left: Chelsey Tupper, Ideaworks 
Marketing Company in Wyoming; Kyle McGlynn, owner of Experi-
ence Fitness; Marissa Saraka, Experience Fitness; and Tia Kavulich, a 
trainer at Experience Fitness.

Fitness Center Supports Food Pantry Drive
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