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New Safety Program recently held for 
Wycallis, Dallas Elementary Students 

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

      Students from Wycallis and Dal-
las elementary schools were treated 
to a new safety program on Monday, 
May 9, on the school district cam-
pus. The program was organized 
by School Resource Officer Gina 
Kotowski, who is a member of the 
Dallas Township Police Department. 
Through a grant co-sponsored by 
Dallas School District and DTPD, 
she works full time at all four of the 
Dallas schools to provide law en-
forcement and police services. 
      Officer Gina’s Safety and Pre-
paredness Day featured short pre-
sentations, handouts, and a view of 
equipment used to keep the commu-
nity safe. 
      Organizations on hand included 
Back Mountain Regional Fire and 
EMS, Dallas Township Police De-
partment and Road Department, 
Kingston Township DARE Officer, 
PA   Fish   and   Boat   Commission, 

and the PA Game Commission. The 
Northeast Highway and Safety Pro-
gram was represented by Keri Kline. 
Kori Britton represented the Wyo-
ming Valley Alcohol and Drug Ser-
vices.        In       addition,        Dallas

PA Game Commission Conservation Officer Gerald Kapral explained 
how bears are safely trapped to these Dallas Elementary first grade 
students.

Learning Support teacher Mark Ad-
ams was in his U.S. Army uniform 
and local US Air Force recruiter 
Tech Sgt. Dominick Aritz brought 
the Combat Carl mannequin to dem-
onstrate some of the Air Force gear. 

Continue on page 6
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Deadline: Tuesday, June 28, 2016
Next Publication Date: Friday, July 1, 2016 

Telephone: 570-674-7772

Summer Recreation 
Program planned
        The 2016 Dallas Summer Recre-
ation Program will be held from June 
20, 2016 through August 12, 2016.  
The program is open to Dallas Bor-
ough and Dallas Township resident 
children between the ages of 6 and 
up to and including 12 years of age at 
time of registration.  
    The Recreation Director and 
Counselors will have many activities 
planned for the children on a daily ba-
sis including organized sports, games, 
art and crafts.  
     Registrations for the program will 
be accepted at the Dallas Borough 
Administration Office located at 25 
Main Street, Dallas PA  18612 from 
May 9, 2016 to May 27, 2016 from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday through 
Friday.
      Please visit the Borough website 
at www.dallasborough.org or call the 
Dallas Borough Adm. Office at 570-
675-1389 for program details.

Vacation Bible 
School planned
     Fellowship Church Invites Chil-
dren to Cave Quest VBS: Following 
Jesus, the Light of the World!
       Our annual VBS will be hosted 
at Fellowship Church, 45 Hildeb-
randt Road, Dallas from Monday, 
June 20 to Friday, June 24. 
       At Cave Quest, kids explore 
what it means to follow Jesus 
through dark times. Kids participate 
in memorable Bible-learning activi-
ties, sing catchy songs, play team-
work-building games, make and dig 
into yummy treats, experience one-
of-a-kind adventures, and create 
and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos 
they’ll take home and play with all 
summer long. 
     Cave Quest is for kids from Kin-
dergarten to 5th Grade and will run 
from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm each day. 
For more information, call 570-675-
6426 or visit fellowshipefc.org.

Rummage sale 
dates set at Trinity 
Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas
      The Deacons have set June 3 and 
4 for their annual gigantic rummage 
sale in the Fellowship Hall at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, Dallas.  
      The sale will take place from 9 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 3, 
and from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
June 4.  Saturday will be bag day: all 
you can stuff into a large brown gro-
cery bag for only $2.  Items available 
for sale are: clothing in good condi-
tion for men, women and children, 
jewelry, household items, knick-
knacks, collectibles, toys, books, 
holiday items and much more.  Trin-
ity is located at 105 Irem Road, Dal-
las, across Rt. 309 from the Country 
Club Shopping Center.   All proceeds 
benefit the programs of the church 
and several outreach projects.
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Back Mountain Community 
News publishes Letters to the 
Editor. You can mail to: 
Back Mountain Community News, 
P.O. Box 430, Dallas, PA 18612 
or email your  Letter to the Editor 
to: communitynews123@comcast.
net  Please include your name and 
town with submissions.

Beef Dinner 
Family Style
      Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire 
Company, Sweet Valley, will serve 
a beef dinner on Saturday,  June 25.   
Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30pm.
    Take-outs begin at 4:00. Adults 
$10.00, children under 12 are $5.00 
and children under 6 eat free. Call 
477-5121 for more information.

but it is well worth it.”
      Troop 281 is involved with 
many aspects of the auction. The 
scouts and their parents and lead-
ers help with setting up the tents 
and unloading all donations stored 
throughout the year. They also help 
with parking, garbage and grounds 
maintenance during the four day 
event. Then, when it is all over, they 
help with cleaning up the grounds 
and unloading the tents. 
        If you have any new or gently 
used toys, children’s books, puz-
zles, games, craft materials or other 
items for the Toy Tent, please call 
Randy Perry at 570-899-2795 or 
Mark Chappell at 570-479-7641.

Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction Committee 
plans Toy Tent for this year’s Auction
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

     This year’s Back Mountain Me-
morial Library Auction is scheduled 
for July  7  to  10  and will feature a

new tent. “We are going to have a 
Toy Tent  throughout the four days 
of the auction this year instead of 
the Children’s Auction,” said Ran-
dy Perry, who is co-chairing the tent 
with fellow Boy Scout leader Mark 
Chapple. 
     “We’ve done the Saturday Chil-
dren’s Auction for years, but it is a 
lot of work and the turnout is never 
very good.  People  always  tell  me 
they didn’t know about it. We want 
to give everyone a chance to buy 
some of the great toys we collect.” 
     Dallas Boy Scout Troop 281 
collects new and gently used toys 
throughout  the year for sale during 
the   auction.       They   make   sure

everything is in good working order 
and they store the toys until the July 
event. This year all of the toys will 
be sold from the tent. Members of 
Troop 281 will man the tent with 
help from their adult leaders.
       “We still are in great need of 
toys for the auction. I like to be over-
whelmed with toys,” said Randy, 
who together with his wife Susan 
and son Alex, have been involved 
with the Library Auction for more 
than 10 years.  “We have always felt 
that the library is a great benefit to 
the community.
      We’ve spent an unbelievable 
amount of time volunteering for it 
over                   the                   years   

Don’t miss the 70th Annual
Back Mountain Memorial 
LIBRARY AUCTION

July 7th through July 10th
Booths open nightly at 5:00pm

Auction begins nightly at 6:00pm
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Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 will hold their an-
nual Golf Tournament at the beautiful Stone Hedge Country Club in 
Tunkhannock on June 11.  This popular  tournament is Captain and 
crew and will commence at 1:00 PM.  The price is $80 and teams should 
sign up in advance as soon as possible to secure a spot.  A delicious steak 
dinner  will be provided as well as a lunch coupon, refreshments and 
door prizes. Flight winners will receive a cash award.  The monies that 
are collected are used in the annual scholarship fund.  This year 5 Back 
Mountain students will receive $1,000 a piece to help defer college ex-
penses. Commander Jim Baloga and other  Legion representatives will 
be requesting hole sponsors and door prizes.  Further information can 
be obtained by calling Dallas Post 672 or Clarence J. Michael at (570) 
675-0488. Shown in photo above, from left are: Ned Podehl, Clarence 
J. Michael, Sally Mock, Commander Jim Baloga, Golf Chairman.

Daddow-Issacs American Legion, 
Post 672 Dallas, plans annual 

Golf Tournment

Sen. Lisa Baker,  welcomed PIAA Class AA Cross Country champions from Dallas High School to the Senate cham-
ber for special recognition. The Dallas boys team, back-to-back girls AA state champion Ally Rome, and Coach Matt 
Samuel, the PIAA Cross-Country Coach of the Year, were recognized by Baker during session as they watched from the 
gallery and received applause.  Pictured, front row, from left: Sen. Baker, Mitchell Rome, Robert Martin, Jason Culp, 
Ally Rome and Coach Matt Samuel. Back row, from left: Stephen Postupak, Jack Zardecki, Adam Borton and Josh 
Wyandt. Josh Jarden, another member of the championship team, was not pictured. 

Baker Welcomes State Cross Country 
Champions from Dallas to Capitol
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Free Exercise 
Class planned
     Ladies Exercise Class will be 
held on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 
9AM at the Sweet Valley Church 
of Christ, 5439 Main Road, Sweet 
Valley. Call or visit for more infor-
mation 570-477-2320. Online at: 
www. svccconnect.org.

Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire Company 
Announces 2016 Dinners
    The Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire Company would like to announce the 
dates for our 2016 fundraising dinners.
      Our dinners are Family style, all you can eat (with the exception of 
dessert).  Sit down serving is from 4:30 pm until 6:30 pm.  Take-outs are 
available starting at 4:00 pm.  Cost is $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 
6-11, children under 6 are free.   The dates are as follows:  June 25 - Beef; 
July 23 - Ham;  August 27 - Beef;  September 24 - Ham; October 22 - Beef; 
and November 12 - Ham.

Back Mountain Meeting Information
Dallas Borough 
Council Meetings 
announced
     Council Meetings are held at the 
Dallas Borough Municipal Office 
located at 25 Main Street, Dallas.
      Meetings are held the third 
Wednesday of the month at 
7:00pm. 
     Work Sessions are held the Mon-
day preceding the Council meeting 
at 7:00pm.
     For updated information or for 
any changes in schedule, visit online 
at: http://www.dallasborough.org.

Kingston Twp. 
Board of 
Supervisors 
Meeting Schedule 
2016
     The Kingston Township Board 
of Supervisors hereby announces 
that the following dates have been 
adopted as their official meeting 
schedule for 2016.
    Public Work Sessions will be 
held on the Monday preceding each 
regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. on 
the following dates:  June 6, 2016; 
July 11, 2016; August 08, 2016; 
September 12, 2016; October 10, 
2016; November 7, 2016; Decem-
ber 12, 2016   Regular Supervisors’ 
Meetings will be held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. and are scheduled for the fol-
lowing dates:  June 8, 2016; July 
13, 2016; August 10, 2016; Sep-
tember 14, 2016; October 12, 2016; 
November 09, 2016; December 14, 
2016.
       All meetings are held at the 
Kingston Township Municipal 
Building, 180 East Center Street, 
Shavertown, PA.  For additional 
information visit online at: http://
www.kingstontownship.com.

Dallas Township 
Monthly Meeting 
     Board of Supervisors - Meetings 
are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of every month at 7:00 P.M.
       Although action can be taken 
at both meetings, the 1st Tuesday of 
every month will typically serve as 
a Work Session; the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month will serve as a Regular 
Supervisors Meeting.
     Planning Commission - Meet-
ings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of 
every month at 7:00 P.M. (Agenda 
items need to be in place three (3) 
weeks in advance.)
     Zoning Board - Meetings are 
held on the Monday before the 
scheduled planning commission 
meeting, if needed.  Start time is 
7:00 P.M. (Agenda items are due 
three (3) weeks in advance.)
    Dallas Township Offices Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8:30a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
Tax Collector hours are Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
(Lunch, 12:00-1:00 p.m.)   For ad-
ditional information visit online at: 
http://www.dallastownship.com.

Sweet Valley Area 
Crime Watch
       The Sweet Valley Area Crime 
Watch meets monthly on the second 
Tuesday every month, 7:00 PM at 
the  Sweet Valley Church of Christ, 
5439 Main Road, Sweet Valley. For 
information call  570-477-3655.
        Together Gathering In Fellow-
ship - FREE & meets on 3rd Friday 
every month at 7:00 PM at the Sweet 
Valley Church of Christ. Come and 
enjoy a different topic each month. 
Refreshments provided. 

Trinity Men’s 
Club plans 
Chicken and 
Biscuit Dinner
       On Saturday, June 18, the 
Men’s Club of Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, 105 Irem Road, Dallas will 
sponsor a chicken and biscuit din-
ner including homemade desserts 
and assorted beverages.
        Dinner will be served from 5:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall at the rear of the church.  Take-
outs will be available from 4:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The cost will be 
$8.00 for adults and $4.00 for chil-
dren.  Children three years old and 
younger eat for free. 
         The church is located across 
the highway from the Country Club 
Shopping Center on Route 309 in 
Dallas.  All proceeds will benefit 
the programs of the church. 
         Tickets may be purchased in 
advance by calling the church office 
at 570-675-3131 or at the door.

Safe Boating 
Class offered at 
Harveys Lake
       The U.S. Coast Guard Aux-
iliary Flotilla 053-1503 will offer 
its final 2016 Safe Boating Class at 
the American Legion, Rt. 415, 4907 
Memorial Highway, Harveys Lake, 
PA.  
  This course qualifies those who 
pass to obtain their PA Boaters Edu-
cation Certificate and Card which 
entitles them to operate boats and 
personal watercrafts on Pennsylva-
nia’s rivers and lakes.  They will of-
fer one more class at the following 
date and time:
        Tuesday and Wednesday, June 
14th and 15th, 2016 - 6:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m. - 4 hours each night. 
       You must be at least 12 years 
or older to participate in the class. 
Reservations should be made in 
advance so they know how many 
participants to expect.  Contact Flo-
tilla Commander Jim Sheridan at 
570-332-0146 for more information 
and reservations.  The fee is $25.00 
payable at the door on the first night 
of the class.

Softball 
Tournament 
planned for Sweet 
Valley resident
     Join us Saturday, June 25th and 
June 26th, 8:00am to dusk at the 
Plains Township Municipal Soft-
ball Fields, Clark’s Lane, Plains.    
Plan to participate in two days of 
competition fun and shopping. 
There will be basket and certificate 
raffles. A variety of vendors, food 
and drinks available for purchase. 
Proceeds will be donated to support 
Rich Long. Thank you to the Plains 
Township Commissioners for your 
support and sponsorship. 

Round Table 
announces 
June meeting
    The Wyoming Valley Civil War 
Round Table will meet on Thurs-
day, June 9, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
lower level of the Daddow-Isaacs 
American Legion, Memorial High-
way, Dallas.  
  The program for the evening is 
entitled “Behind the Scenes at the 
Annual Gettysburg Reenactment,” 
presented by Mr. Jim Pangburn, 
Licensed Battlefield Guide at the 
Gettysburg National Military Park 
and historical narrator for the Get-
tysburg annual Civil War Reenact-
ment for the past 12 years.  
   The program is open to the pub-
lic.  A three dollar donation will be 
accepted for non-members. New 
members are always welcome. 
      For information contact John at 
(570) 675-8936.

Shavertown United Methodist Church 
plans “Fun Night”
        The Fine Arts Concert Series of Shavertown United Methodist Church 
will host a fun night with Forrest Davis, Christian Juggler, for children and 
their families on Friday, June 3rd at 5:30 PM.   The community is invited to 
a free picnic supper at the pavilion, across from the church at 163 N. Pioneer 
Ave., Shavertown followed by the Forrest Davis program. 
      Forrest spreads the Gospel message through his interactions with the 
children as he juggles! If weather does not permit an outdoor program, the 
program will be indoors.  Questions call 570-675-3616  Visit Forrest’s web-
site at forhiskidz.com/forrestdavis.

Lake-Lehman 
Class of ‘76 plans 
40th reunion
    Lake-Lehman Class of 1976 in
in the process of planning their 40th 
reunion. The reunion date has been 
set for Friday and Saturday Sep-
tember 16th and 17th of 2016.   We 
are looking for people to assist in 
the planning.  We also need contact 
information on all classmates.
      Please email addresses and other 
contract info to:  LLSpiritof76@
gmail.com. A facebook page has 
been set up to assist in communicat-
ing with classmates: https://www.
facebook.com/LLHS1976/?fref=ts.

Monday Night 
Bingo planned
     Join us on  Monday June 6, at the 
Northmoreland Township Volun-
teer Fire Company, 1618 Demunds 
Road, Tunkhannock.    Early Birds 
starting at 6:30pm. Call Jim at (570) 
333-4906 for more information.

Grief Support 
        A Grief Support Group is 
available at River of Life Fellow-
ship Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, 
Lehman, on an  as-needed basis.  
If you need help, or just someone 
to talk to, call Denise at 570-639-
2115 for further information.
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New Safety Program recently held for Wycallis, Dallas Elementary Students 

Dallas Township Police Chief Robert Jolley, right, and Officer Taylor 
Dunn were on hand for Officer Gina’s Safety and Preparedness Day.

PTO representatives from both Wycallis and Dallas elementary schools 
helped to coordinate the event. From left are: Erica Elgonitis, Rebecca 
Matus, and Kris Moss.

John Fuches, Kingston Township police officer and DARE instructor 
for both elementary schools, is all smiles as he answers questions from 
these second graders from Dallas Elementary.

PA Fish and Boat Commission Waterways Conservation Officer John 
Cummings discussed boating safety and the importance of clean water 
and fish protection with students at the event.

Wycallis Elementary School second graders learned all about ambu-
lances from Back Mountain Regional Paramedic Mike Nalbone, right, 
and firefighter and EMT Brian McGlynn.

Buffet Pasta Dinner 
planned
         Prince of Peace Episcopal 
Church is hosting a Buffet Pasta 
Dinner on Saturday, June 11.  All 
dinners will be served with fresh 
dinner rolls, salad, dessert and bev-
erages.  Cost is $10 for adults, $6 
for children 10 and under. Take-out 
from 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM or eat-in 
from 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM. Reserve 
your tickets online at www.prin-
ceofpeacedallaspa.org or by con-
tacting the church office at 570-675-
1723.  Prince of Peace is located at 
420 Main Street in Dallas. 

Parenting Teens ... 
the Game Changer
      Pastor Jack Rehill invites both 
parents and teens to attend a semi-
nar on Saturday, June 25th from 9 
am to noon starting with light re-
freshments. 
      This seminar will take place at 
the Back Mountain Harvest Assem-
bly Campus, in the Worship Center, 
located at 340 Carverton Road in 
Trucksville, Pa. There is no set fee 
for this seminar, however the op-
portunity to donate is available.
       Pastor Jack will share some 
game-changing strategies that can 
greatly reduce the conflict between 
parents and teens that often occur 
due to the challenges associated 
with this period of development. 
      Part of the seminar includes an 
informative discussion with Pastor 
Chris, BMHA’s Student Ministries 
Pastor as well as a practical applica-
tion, live session, with a family that 
has agreed to share and participate 
in the seminar ahead of time. This 
seminar qualifies for continuing 
education credits for foster parents.
Besides serving as Assistant Pastor 
at BMHA, Pastor Jack is a licensed 
clinical social worker and a Penn-
sylvania state certified family thera-
pist with forty years of experience. 
Recently Pastor Jack was named 
the Times Leader Golden Standard 
Award Top Clinician in Luzerne 
County. 
      If you are interested in attending, 
Pastor Jack asks that you register 
ahead at bmha.org by clicking on 
the Parenting Teens web banner or 
calling the BMHA administration 
office at 570-696-1128 from 9am 
till 4pm Monday thru Friday no 
later than Wednesday, June 22 nd. 
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FREE Wi-Fi

Several members of the Lake-Lehman Key Club received and sorted 
food that came in on May 14 at the Back Mountain Food Pantry as a 
result of the letter carriers annual food drive.  More than 3,200 pounds 
of food was donated, and 41 volunteers came and went throughout the 
day to help.  The youth did a wonderful job and were a big part of the 
success of the day.  If you missed being a part of this food collection 
event, you may still contribute by dropping food off at Cook’s Pharma-
cy, Rt. 309, Shavertown; Hilbert’s Tractor Store, Rt. 415, Dallas, and 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Rt. 118, Dallas. Shown in photo above, 
first row from left are:  Adam Hoover, Ryan Hunt, Even Hoover, Esme 
Yonkowski. Second row: Bryce VanDeutsch, Angelina Vita White, 
Ryan Dourand, Zoe Yonkowski. Those not available when picture was 
taken: Brandon Fleschut, Nate Roppelt, and David Perez.

Key Club helps at letter carriers food drive
include: cold cereal, instant oatmeal, 
canned milk, peanut butter and jelly, 
juice, macaroni and cheese, tuna 
fish, Spam, canned fruit, soup, gra-
nola bars, and prepared Jell-O and 
pudding.
    Individuals or groups wishing to 
donate nonperishable food may call 
the pantry at 696-2917 for additional 
information or to arrange a mutually 
convenient time for our volunteers 
on duty to receive the food.  
         Food may also be dropped off at 
the following locations during regu-
lar operating hours: Cooks Pharma-
cy, Rt. 309 in Shavertown, Hilbert’s 
Tractor Store, Rt. 415 in Dallas and 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rt. 118, 
Dallas.  
      Monetary donations may be 
mailed to the Back Mountain Food 
Pantry, c/o Trucksville United Meth-
odist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, 
Trucksville, PA  18708.

Food Pantry hosts No Hungry Tummies Program
     The Board of Directors of the 
Back Mountain Food Pantry have 
created a summer nutritional pro-
gram to provide extra food for 
school age children during the 
months of June, July and August.           
     The children are home all day 
and cannot take advantage of school 
breakfasts    and     lunches.    They

might otherwise go hungry except 
for the extra assistance given by this 
innovative program.While all non-
perishable foods are needed and 
welcome at any time, the greatest 
needs to make this program work 
are breakfast and lunch foods that 
children can easily open and pre-
pare for themselves.     These items
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Save the date for the First Annual Back Mountain BrewFest

The Back Mountain Regional Fire and EMS, and the Dallas Area Fall Fair, Inc., will be sponsoring the 
first annual Back Mountain October BrewFest on Saturday, October 15, 2016 at the Luzerne County Fair-
grounds, Route 118, Dallas. In addition to a variety of beer tastings, a selection of food and goods will also be 
on sale by area vendors and craftspeople. There will be live entertainment by The Tommy Guns Band and 
Stealing Neil. Tickets will be available from members of both organizations, online or at the gate. A limited 
number of VIP tickets will be available online only at $50 and will include reserved parking, early admission, 
seating, snacks and other specials. Regular admission is $35 online and $45 at the gate.  Members of the plan-
ning committee pictured are:  Alan Pugh, Mark Vanetten, Bobby Skasko, Charlotte Williams, Brenda Pugh, 
Colette Mahoney, Bob Mahoney, Bob Besecker, Christopher Roman, Brian Deluca, Janet Swanger and Tim 
Rismondo.  Top row Harry Vivian, Megan Palmer, Chris Purcell and J. Wilkes.
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Meadows gears up for its 32nd annual 
“Market on the Pond”

The committee for “Market on the Pond”, the Meadows Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center’s Auxiliary’s largest fundraiser, is in the midst 
of organizing this very popular annual event, which will be held on 
June 18th from 9 am to 3 pm on the center’s grounds, 4 East Cen-
ter Hill Road, Dallas. The event will feature 120 vendors offering a 
variety of goods. Rain date is June 25th.   The Auxiliary is asking 
for donations of new items that can be used for raffle baskets at the 
Market. Raffle    baskets    will    be displayed in the   lobby  until  
June 18th. Donations of odds and ends are also  welcome  and   can  
be  brought to the center on the following Saturdays: 4th and June 
11th from 9 am to noon. An Auxiliary volunteer will be available to 
help on those dates.  Members of the “Market on the Pond” commit-
tee are pictured, front row from left are: Betty Sorchik; Mary Ann 
Finch; Louellen Zekus; Ann Kline; Rose Ann Bauer and Camille Fi-
oti. Standing behind from left are: Sam Barbose; Gary Kirk; Diana 
Berry; Lloyd Ryman; Pete Klein and Norm Johnstone. 

Several area high school students, who will be college bound this fall, were 
recently presented with checks for $500 each to help offset their expenses 
for books during their first semester on campus.  The Rotary Club of Dal-
las has awarded more than $100,000 in scholarships since the inception of 
the program.  For more than 50 years it has been an honor and a privilege 
for the Rotary Club of Dallas, an all-volunteer community service organi-
zation, to share in the dreams of our best and brightest young people from 
Dallas, Lake-Lehman and Northwest Area School Districts.  In photo, 
from left are: Marlena Ostrowski, Dallas; Corey Weaver, Lake-Lehman; 
Maggie Dow, Northwest; David Oley, Dallas; Vincent Pavill IV, North-
west.  Jenny Lewis from Lake-Lehman was unable to attend.  Standing: 
Rotarian Janice Horn, book scholarship committee member; Dallas Ro-
tary Club President Jason Jolley;  Rotarian John Doerfler, book scholar-
ship committee chairperson.

Dallas Rotary awards book scholarships
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Wyoming Valley Chapter NSDAR donates flag
    Following the recent wind storm 
that damaged the American flag that 
flew above Luzerne County Human 
Services office on Pennsylvania 
Blvd., members of the Wyoming 
Valley Chapter of the National Soci-
ety of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution  donated a flag to replace 
the damaged one.  
     Shown are building manager Joe 
Unvarsky, Chapter Regent Ragan 
Blidner, and Chapter Vice-Regent 
Heather Ruseskas. Any woman 18 
years or older-regardless of race, 
religion, or ethnic background who 
can prove lineal descent from a patriot of the American Revolution, is eligible for membership.  For more informa-
tion, please contact Ragan Blidner at ragansdar@gmail.com.

News from the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library
       As the month of May comes to an end and Summer is quickly approach-
ing, it’s time to get excited about one of the biggest Summertime events in 
the Back Mountain ... the Library’s Annual Auction!
        The 70th Annual Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction will be held 
this year on July 7, 8, 9 and 10 and…in anticipation and preparation, don’t 
forget the Annual Auction Kick-off Dinner and Mini Auction!  
       This fun evening will be held on Monday, June 6 from 6 to 10 p.m. at the 
Appletree Terrace of Newberry Estates.  The evening begins with cocktails 
and hors d’oevres and a delicious buffet style dinner including a grilling 
station, pasta station and dessert station with assorted mini desserts, coffee 
and specialty teas.  Following the dinner, a Mini Auction featuring auction-
eer, Steve Traver, will be a great opportunity to sharpen your bidding skills.  
Tickets are $26.00 per person and may be purchased at the Library.  
       It seems that the Auction increases in popularity every year with more 
bargains, more great finds and of course, more attendees!  With this good 
news in mind, the Library is currently preparing its list of Auction Volun-
teers.  Anyone age 12 and older is encouraged to call the library to sign up 
for pre-auction set-up.  This year’s set up will begin on Sunday, July 3 and 
continue on Tuesday, July 5 and Wednesday July 6.  Groups of individuals, 
including tweens needing service hours, are always welcome; as well as 
adults of any age. A free lunch is provided each day of the auction set-up.  
         The Library has already begun accepting donations for the auction…in-
cluding plants and seasonal decorations!  Remember this when you’re gar-
dening and looking to rearrange your overgrown perennials. Just place the 
extras in a small container and bring to the library during regular hours.
     Also, new at the Auction this year, will be the Children’s Toy Tent!  
This child-friendly, “Toys-only Tent”  will be operated by Boy Scout Troop 
281 each night of the auction and will replace the previously held Saturday 
morning Children’s Auction.  The Library is now accepting donations of any 
new or gently used toys, including dolls, board games and  bicycles in good 
working condition. 
     Reminder to Parents: registration for Summer Story hours begins on 
Tuesday, June 7.  Sessions are scheduled for one and two years of age and 
three to five years of age.  You may call the library at (570) 675-1182 to pre-
register as spaces fill up quickly.  
 This year’s Summer Reading Program, “On Your Mark, Get Set, 
Read!” begins on Thursday, June 9.  Parents may stop by the library to begin 
your child(ren)’s reading log, sign up for a reading group or register for a 
special Summer Reading program.  All ages are welcome to join!  
      Watch the library’s website (www.backmountainlibrary.org) and Face-
book page for more information on all of the above events.

Misericordia University held a ribbon cutting ceremony with students, administrators and state and local 
officials on Thursday, May 12 to mark the completion and official opening of the 1,000-foot long Lake Street 
sidewalk project. The University worked with the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development’s Northeast office to secure funding through the Keystone Communities Program (KCP) and 
the Luzerne County Local Share Account to undertake the sidewalk project to improve safety along Lake 
Street in Dallas borough and township. KCP awarded $165,000 to Misericordia University, in partnership 
with Dallas Township, to complete the funding component of the $330,000 Lake Street sidewalk project. 
Misericordia University held a ribbon cutting ceremony to mark the completion and opening of the Lake 
Street sidewalk project. The University worked with the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Eco-
nomic Development’s Northeast office to secure funding through the Keystone Communities Program and 
the Luzerne County Local Share Account. Participating in the ribbon cutting, first row from left, are Frank 
E. Wagner, chair, Dallas Township Supervisors; Cassandra Coleman, Gov. Tom Wolf’s office; state Rep. 
Karen Boback, R-117, Harveys Lake, President Thomas J. Botzman, Ph.D., Misericordia University; state 
Sen. Lisa Baker, R-20, Lehman Township; Mayor Timothy Carroll, Dallas Borough; Bill Grant, Dallas 
Township supervisor, and student Jacqueline McMullen of Tamaqua, Pa.

Misericordia University holds ribbon cutting ceremony 
marking completion of Lake Street sidewalk project

Misericordia University students, 
Spring  Commencement Ceremony 
        Christy Elias, Dallas, Organizational Management, MS; Bethany 
Flanders, Dallas, Philosophy, BA; Patrick Gallagher, Dallas, History, BA; 
Matthew Geraghty, Dallas, Nursing, BSN; Segan Hamilton, Dallas, Social 
Work, BSW; David Hozempa, Dallas, Business Administration, BS; Re-
becca Kahn, Dallas, Medical Imaging, BS; Timothy Kennedy, Dallas, Biol-
ogy, BS; Shannon Laul, Dallas, Biology, BS; Kelsey Maas, Dallas, Health 
Science (BS)/Occupational Therapy (MS), BSMS; Paige Makowski, Dal-
las, Nursing, BSN; Megan Mirra, Dallas, Nursing, BSN; Amanda Moran, 
Dallas, Nursing-Family Nurse Practitioner, MSN; Jessica Neare, Dallas, 
Nursing, BSN; Nicole Negron, Dallas, English, BA; Leane Pace, Dallas, 
Master of Business Administration, MBA; Marina Painter, Dallas, Philoso-
phy, BA & History, BS; Bryson Reeves, Dallas, Sport Management, BS; 
Ryan Thomas, dallas, Mathematics, BA; Christine Tucker, Dallas, Nursing-
Family Nurse Practitioner, MSN; Taylor Wakely, Dallas, Nursing, BSN; 
Haley Zimmerman, Dallas, Psychology, BS.
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Meadows seeks donations of Raffle Baskets and other 
items for Annual “Market on the Pond”
      The Meadows Auxiliary is in the 
midst of organizing its 32nd annual 
“Market on the Pond,” and is ask-
ing for donations of raffle baskets 
or new items that can be used to 
create a raffle basket for the event, 
which will be held on Saturday, 
June 18th from 9am-3pm on the 
center’s grounds. Raffle baskets are 
currently displayed in the lobby and 
will also be available at the Market. 
     Market on the Pond is the Aux-
iliary’s largest fundraiser and will 
feature 120 vendors offering a vari-
ety of goods, a bake sale and   a hot 
lunch. Rain date is June 25th. 
    The community is also invited 
to donate items that can be used for 
various booths at the Market. Ac-
ceptable donations include odds and 
ends, (no clothing or broken items), 
soft and hardcover books, (no mag-
azines), handcrafted items, kitchen items, gently used odds & ends and perennial plants. Donations can be brought 
to the lobby at the center on Saturdays, June 4th and June 11th from 9 am to noon. An Auxiliary volunteer will be 
available to help. Other times can be arranged by calling the Community Services Office at (570) 675-8600 ext. 
115 or 195. 
       Shown in photo, from left, front row are: Camille Fioti and Betty Sorchik. Back row from left are: Tracy Pers-
ing; Lynn Muchler-Stash; Virginia Clark; Sue Worth; Norm Johnstone; Betty Prutzman; Gary Kirk; Pete Klein; 
Louise Montigney and Marilyn Sorchik.

On Saturday June 11th, at 12:00PM Gate of Heaven Church located 
on 42 Machell Ave., Dallas,  will host a “Cash and Designer Purse Bin-
go” fundraiser for the the parish.  Doors open at 11:00AM.  $20 for 
20 games with extra games and specials for purchase.  There will be 
Basket, Quilt, and 50-50 Raffles, as well as Instant Bingo. There will 
also be food, drinks and a bake sale.  Tickets are available at the Gate of 
Heaven Church office.  Call 570-675-2121. Shown in photo above are:  
Fr. Dan Toomey, Pastor of Gate of Heaven Church and Carol Carrol, 
Chairperson of the event.

Gate of Heaven Church, Dallas to host  
“Cash and Designer Purse Bingo”
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Share Your Back Mountain 
Library Auction Photos, Memories
        The Back Mountain Library Auction Committee has been meeting to 
plan this year’s 70th Annual Event. “70 years and Still Making Memories” 
is our theme. 
      We would like to hear from anybody who has a photo or story from the 
past 70 years, especially the “early days” of the Auction. 
     To share your memories and photographs, visit us at: Facebook.com/BM-
MLAuction; Twitter:@BMML_Auction;       Instagram: @BMMLAuction.         
Auction dates are July 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th. We’d love to hear from you! 
You may call the library at (570) 675-1182 for more information.

Meeting of the Back Mountain Mens 
Ecumenical Group
       The Back Mountain Men’s Ecumenical Group meets each Tuesday morn-
ing at the Irem Country Club for breakfast and more. Opening with the Pledge 
of Allegiance, continuing with acknowledging of birthdays and anniversa-
ries, announcement of activities in the various Churches and Back Mountain 
groups, the prayer and then a delicious buffet breakfast, followed by the fea-
tured speaker and closing with “God Bless America”, the BMMEG restarts 
the week after what can be a “Blue Monday”. The meeting starts at 8:00 with 
speakers being advised that they must be finished at 9:00.       The charge for 
the breakfast is $9.00 which includes the meal, the gratuity and a dollar for the 
fund gathered for local charities. Speakers are: June 7 Jeff Dauber – Discus-
sion about Alzheimers; June 14 Nick Michalism – Volunteer Fire Companies; 
June 21 Austin Harry – Just completed first year at Annapolis; June 28 Sam 
Hyder – Former World Champion MMA – former US champion. Beat Chuck 
Norris. For more information call Gene Kelleher at 570 881-3712. 

     Hello 
everyone!   
I am back 
from my 
three week 
E u r o p e a n 
vacation.  It 
was mostly 
for fun, but 
there was a 
little work 
involved as well.  I made it a point to 
stop in two bridal stores when I was in 
Paris.  It was an amazing experience.     
The owners of each store were very 
excited to tell me about the current 
trends in Paris.  Their dresses were 
similar to what we see here in the 
States.  I did notice that almost every 
dress was made with lots of lace and 
embellished with crystals and beads.  
Whereas here, the most popular 
dress styles have less lace and beads.  
Ivory was the dominant color sold to 
brides both in Paris and Italy.  As far 
as jewelry worn by the brides, pearls 
are very popular, with a little bit of 
crystals.  That is due to the fact that 
since the dresses are so embellished, 
minimal jewelry is needed.  Earrings 
were typically large and long.  
           This year I have been making a 
lot of hair embellishments for brides 
to match their jewelry.  I have seen 
many popular bridal hairstyles.  One 
thing all the styles have in common 
is that need some sparkle throughout 
the curls.  I make jewelry hair weaves 
that are 40”  long with crystals, rhine-
stone balls and pearls.  They are made 
on clear illusion so the hairdresser can 
physically weave them all through 
the hair.   If you want to see what they 
look like please email me at mary@
bridaltrinkets.com and I will send you 
some pictures.
           We have restocked our scarves 
at Amore.  With prices starting at just 
$4.00 no one will ever know that you 
paid so little for such a trendy scarf.   
Stop in our shop and see what the 
“buzz” is all about. You will also find 
a huge selection of trendy necklaces, 
earrings and bracelets.  We are still 
remodeling, which is good news for 
you.  Every week I am finding more 
jewelry that I am putting out at a huge 
markdown.  
      Have you ever thought about 
having a beading party at our store?  
They are so much fun. Call for more 
details.  Most parties last up to 2 
hours.  Everyone leaves with a smile 
and their creation. Until next month, 
spread smiles and lend a helping 
hand.  Mary

Bridal Buzz
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chain stores and internet sales but it 
is worth it. What you are working 
for is yours so we pay more atten-
tion and we never take our custom-
ers for granted.”
      Dallas Centre Hardware is al-
most unique these days in how it 
serves its customers. As you walk 
in the door, you are immediately 
greeted and asked how you can be 
helped. Then, you are taken right to 
the part of the store and shown the 
item you came to buy.
        “That’s how Jim trained ev-
erybody and we still do that,” said 
Gerard. “I tell everyone I hire to 
spend a lot of time looking at the 
shelves and learning what’s here. If 
you don’t know what something is, 
then look it up.”
       The store has everything from 
light bulbs and batteries to lawn 
and garden supplies. You can buy 
every kind of tool and custom color 
paints. There are ladders, garbage 
cans, hose carts, mailboxes, grills 
and shop vacs all available at Dallas 
Centre  Hardware.    The    store   is

Dallas Centre Hardware -- Serving the Back Mountain for 35 Years
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
 
     “We stock over 38,000 items 
in the store and over 67,000 in the 
warehouse, and I can find every one 
of them,” said Michele Eason Geise 
of the Dallas Centre Hardware, 
where she had worked since her 
father, Jim Eason, opened for busi-
ness 35 years ago. “It’s always been 
very full. My mother had a beauty 
salon in the front part of the store 
when they first opened.” 
       Michele helped in the hardware 
store but also worked in the beauty 
salon until her first child was born. 
“My mother had already started 
working at just the hardware store. 
Two weeks after Garrett was born 
my father asked me if I was going 
back to the salon and when I told 
him, no, the walls came down im-
mediately to make more room in 
the store.”
      Her husband Gerard started 
working  at  the  store  in  1998 and

the couple took over the business in 
2008.
        “It’s always been a family busi-
ness,” said Gerard. “Now our sons 
work here, too.” The oldest, Gar-
rett, works full time, 17-year-old 
Elijah works part time and 14-year-
old Judah just started to help out as 
needed.
      “We’ve told them they all have 
to do some kind of job to help 
with their own expenses. We think 
it’s good for them,” said Michele. 
“Once they get here, they like it. 
They see a lot of friends here.”
      Dallas Centre Hardware is part 
of the Do It Best national coop 
stores.  It is individually owned and 
operated but it is supplied by Do It 
Best. Dallas Centre Hardware gets 
nearly 99% of their supplies from 
there. Do It Best also helps with ad-
vertising and marketing. 
       “The best thing about having a 
small business is having a relation-
ship with our customers,” said Ge-
rard. “Having a small business is a 
struggle with competition from big

Pictured in front of the family business, Dallas Centre Hardware, from 
left are: Elijah, Michele, Judah, Gerard and Garrett Geise and Carol 
and Jim Eason.
located at 42-44 Main Street, Dal-
las and is open from 8 AM to 6 PM, 
Monday   through    Saturday,    and

10 AM to 3 PM on Sundays. For 
more information, call Dallas Cen-
tre Hardware at 570-675-4104.
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Kingston Township D.A.R.E.  Officer Visits School

Kingston Townhip Police Department, D.A.R.E. Officer John Fuches recently stopped by the Trucksville Early Child-
hood Educational Center where he met with the kindergarten class. Officer Fuches spoke with the children about dial-
ing 911 in an emergency, safety topics and gave a presentation of “stranger danger”. The children asked many questions 
of the Officer and were interested in police equipment. Above gathered with Office Fuches are the kindergarten class 
at Trucksville.

For the last five years it has been the Dallas Lions Club’s great honor to 
salute our Hometown Heroes  Local service men and women and veterans 
have been featured on Hometown Heroes Banners throughout Dallas Bor-
ough.  The Lions recently announced that they are terminating the project 
this year and have made the banners available to the family and/or the spon-
sors of the banners.  The Dallas Lions Club would like to personally thank 
everyone that supported the project over the past five years. 
The following is a list of the veterans listed on the banners: Aciukewicz, 
Zachary Spec. | Allen, Susan Lieut.Cam. | Banta, Louis PFC | Barlow, 
James Joseph Cpl. | Bartz, Leon Cpl. | Bethel, Tristan C. Lance Cpl. | Bill-
ings, Charles Raymond T/Sgt. | Brown, Frederick Cpl. | Brown, Robert W. 
PO3 | Canfield, Joe Cpl. | Carroll. William J. Sgt. | Chapple, John L. PFC | 
Chisko, Joseph J. Jr. Staff Sgt. | Cebrick, Grant D. Staff Sgt. | Chocko, An-
drew John S/Sgt. | Clark, Earl Robert Tech/Sgt | Cleary, John P. 1st. Lieut. 
| Cleary. Michael J. 1st. Lieut. | Considine, Robert Dale Cpl. | Crisci, Mick 
Sea/1st Class | Cumming, Richard M. 2nd Lieut. | Dale, Katie Lynn PO2(IT) 
| Dale, Philip Charles Flt/ Nurse | Daubert, James F. SP4| Davis, James H. II 
2nd Lieut. | Dennis, Arthur F. PFC. | Dierolf, William H. Col. | Dillon,John 
J. Cpl. | Donini, Joseph Mas/ Sgt. | Doughton, Tom Jr. Sgt. | Duras, John 
Melven Sgt. | Emanuel, Leon D. IO. | Emil,John Melven Sht. | Evans, Jack 
Sgt. | Eyet, Glenn W. E-4 Spc. | Fiske, Paul Sgt. | Fitch, Ronald P. Lt.Col. 
| Fleming, Charles M. Sgt. | Ford, Thomas C. SPC. | Fox, Allen C. SLC. | 
Frederick, William S. Sgt. | Friar, Edward Pt. 1st. Class | Gelb,Wesley Ar-
thur Sgt. | Good, Curil A Sgt. | Griffith, Richard Pet/ Off. | Halechak, David 
M. SPC | Harris, Gerard Sgt. | Harvey, Leonard Sgt. | Hoyt, Raymond C. 
GM1/C | Ide, Elwood C. T/Sgt. | Ide, Willis Earl CPL | Jones, Edward W. 
II Stf/Sgt. | Jones, Wendell | King, Ernest T/ Sgt. | Keiper, Fredrick George 
E4 Spc. | Kuchinakas, Ernest V. Major | Labar, Clarence Capt. | Lamor-
eux, Douglas Sgt. | Lance, William Robert S/Sgt, | Landon, Thomas SGM 
| Laskey, Thomas S/Sgt. | Lavelle, Joseph Sea. | Lemmond, John P. CPO | 
Lemmond, Charles D. T5 | Long, Annie Katherine S/Sgt.| Love, Edward L. 
Sgt. | Loveland, Fredrick Ted | Loveland, Raymond Cpl. | Lynn, Nicholas R. 
CW2 | MacMillan, Ryan David EN3 (SW) | Mark, Todd Sgt. | McAndrews, 
John Frank CWOS | McCue, Donald A. CP2 | McCutcheon, George CPO 
(RM) | McDade, Edward PFC | McManus, Howard S/Sgt. | Mead, Francis 
SIC | Michael, Clarence Spec.4 | Michael, Frank J.III Capt. | Miller, Howard 
Sgt.T4 | Miller, Joseph J. SEM3 | Newell, Holden A. T/Sgt. | Ondish, John 
S/Sgt | Ostroski, John Leonard Sgt. | Passarella, Michael M/Sgt. | Phillips, 
June A. CM/Sgt. | Poad,Keats 1st Lieut. | Poad, Molly 1st. Lieut. | Price, 
Robert S/Sgt. | Pritchard, Albert OM/Sgt. | Reese, Mary Templin T/4 | Re-
ese, Lewis J. Capt. | Reimiller, Arthur Jr. Sgt. | Ruth, Harold G. S/Sgt. | Saba, 
John Jr. Sgt. | Saraka , Joseph Henry A2C | Senese, Jason Sgt. | Shaffer, Wil-
liam R. Lieut. | Shilanski, Ed PO3 | Shultz, Robert A2C | Simpson, Jack R. 
CAPT. | Smith, Harry Sgt. | Soley, Robert P. Cpl. | Sorber, Kimberly Capt. 
| Spaciano, Louis J. Sgt. | Stine, Bruce Sgt. | Szklanny, Michael Z. L/ Cpl. 
| Templin , Fred M. Cpl. | Templin,Thomas M. S/Sgt. | Tupper, Robert E. 
Sea/1st | Tutak, Edward Jr. | Walters, August Fredrick PO2 | Wega, Robert 
Lance Capt. | Yascur, Leo Pete S/Sgt. 

Dallas Lions Club honored to salute 
our Hometown Heroes

Rep. Karen Boback recently attended the Back Mountain Regional Volunteer Firefighters Association meet-
ing which was held to discuss issues affecting the volunteer ambulance services in the Northeast Region. The 
meeting was hosted by the Back Mountain Regional Volunteer Firefighter Association.  Shown in photo 
above are Sean Harris, research analyst, House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Committee; 
Richard Gibbons, director, Pennsylvania Department of Health-Bureau of EMS; Boback; Jill Shaw, secre-
tary, Back Mountain Regional Volunteer Firefighter Association; Jack Dodson, president, Back Mountain 
Regional Volunteer Firefighter Association; John Kloss, executive director, Eastern Regional EMS Council; 
John Campos, executive director, EMS of Northeast PA (regional council); and Ed Quinn, licensure coordi-
nator, EMS of Northeast PA.

Boback Joins Back Mountain Regional 
Firefighters Association at Meeting
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The students of Trinity Learning Center had a recent visit from Blue Chip Animal Refuge in Dallas. Carol 
and her sidekick, a friendly cocker spaniel named Polly talked to the children about caring for pets, the best 
way to approach strange dogs, and what Blue Chip does for animals.  Donations of pet food, paper prod-
ucts, garbage bags, etc. were collected and given to Blue Chip to help with the daily care of animals at the 
farm. Above pictured are some TLC students with Carol, Polly and the generous donations given to Blue 
Chip. From left are: Audrey Dunn, Caroline Keifer, Dante Insalaco, Justin Dale, Ella Palmaioli, Olivia Hall, 
Lorenzo Zangardi, Rita Zangardi, Skylar Haydu, Nadia Kolinovsky, Avery Berry and Connor Orrson.  
Standing in back are Carol & Polly.

Blue Chip Animal Farm visits Trinity Learning Center

Wyoming Sem. Upper School Director of Athletics Karen Klassner re-
cently announced Sem’s Most Valuable Players, Coaches’ Awards and 
Gold Award winners for spring sports.  In baseball, senior Jacob Ridilla of 
Shavertown received the Gold Award.   In boys lacrosse, seniors Jake Ko-
lessar and Robert Mericle, both from Shavertown, received Gold Awards. 
In girls lacrosse, senior Gabrielle Grossman of Shavertown received the 
Blue Knight Award and the Gold Award, while senior Katherine Paglia of 
Shavertown also received the Gold Award. In boys tennis, junior Andrew 
Schukraft of Dallas received the Coaches Award. Senior Samarth Desai 
of Shavertown received the Gold Award.  Seen following the presentation 
of spring athletic awards are, seated from left: Samarth Desai, Gabrielle 
Grossman and Katherine Paglia. Standing, from left: Jacob Ridilla and 
Andrew Schukraft. Not present for photo: Jake Kolessar and Robert 
Mericle.

Wyoming Sem Announces Spring 
Sports MVP/Gold Award Recipients

Summer Recreation  
Program planned
          The Summer Recreation pro-
gram registration will be on Saturday, 
June 11th at the Center Street Park 
Pavilion, Kingston Township  from 
10 am to 2 pm.  Kingston Town-
ship opens the  Program to all Dallas 
School District children who have 
completed kindergarten up to and in-
cluding 12 years of age (participants 
cannot turn 13 during the program).
       The Kingston Township Board 
of Supervisors is pleased to announce 
that they will be sponsoring the Sum-
mer Recreation Program for resident 
children within the Dallas School 
District (Kingston Township, Dal-
las Township, Dallas Borough and 
Franklin Township). This year the 
program will be held from Monday, 
June 20th to Friday, August 12th 
each week day, weather permitting, 
from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm. Proof of 
residency in a Dallas School District 
Municipality required. Registration 
forms can be found on our website at 
www.kingstontownship.com  or for  
information call (570) 696-3809.
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For The Largest Selection of Antiques
Open Every Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Rep. Karen Boback  presented a citation from the House of Representatives to the Dallas High School Boys’ 
Cross Country team to recognize their first place finish in team rankings during the 2015 PIAA State Class 
AA Boys’ Cross Country Championships.  Pictured with Rep. Boback, Rep. Aaron Kaufer and Speaker 
Mike Turzai  are the members of the Dallas High School Boys’ Cross Country team along with Ally Rome, 
who was also presented with a citation to recognize her achievement of capturing the 2015 PIAA State Class 
AA Girls’ Individual Cross Country Championship. Ally is a senior at Dallas High School. Members of 
the Dallas High School Boys Cross Country team include, in no particular order, Stephen Postupak, Josh 
Jarden, Adam Borton, Jack Zardecki, Jason Culp, Robert Martin, Josh Wyandt and Mitchell Rome. 

Boback Commends Dallas High School Cross Country Champions  



Seminary Lower School Supports Pennies for Patients Program
        Students, staff and faculty at Wyo-
ming Seminary Lower School recently 
collected pennies as part of the Pennies 
for Patients Program, a fundraiser that 
benefits the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society. The Lower School student 
government managed the project, 
which filled more than 20 boxes with 
pennies and raised $576.44. At least 
27,000 schools nationwide participate 
in the program, which helps children 
suffering from blood cancers such as 
leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma.
      Eighth-grade student government members seen at the conclusion of the fundraiser are, from left: Adam Rog-
ers, Kingston; Benjamin Crispin, Berwick; Scott Lynett, Shavertown; Bari Lefkowitz, Kingston; and Ed Plaksa, 
Lower School Coordinator. 
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Misericordia University recently presented the Misericordia University Leadership Award to 11 students at 
the 33rd Annual Leadership Awards Dinner in Sandy and Marlene Insalaco Hall. The award recognizes stu-
dents who exhibit qualities of leadership in their role on campus. Leadership Awards were presented to Julie 
Bogaert, Bangor; Eugene Brady, Hazle Twp.; Georgia Cleary, Leola; Michael Dubinski, Hanover Twp.; 
Michael Gombita, Equinunk; Dana Jolley, Dallas; Joy Mack, Troy; Hunter Pates, Columbus, N.J.; Michael 
Pheasant, East Stroudsburg; Elena Uribe, Coopersburg, and Alivia Womelsdorf, Benton. Misericordia Uni-
versity recently presented the following students, from left, Aliva Womelsdorf, Benton, Pa.; Hunter Pates, 
Columbus, N.J.; Dana Jolley, Dallas; Julie Bogaert, Bangor, Pa.; Michael Gombita, Equinunk, Pa.; George 
Cleary, Leola, Pa.; Joy Mack, Troy, Pa.; Michael Dubinski, Hanover Twp.; Michael Pheasant, East Strouds-
burg, Pa., and Elena Uribe, Coopersburg, Pa., with a Leadership Award for their activities on campus. 
Absent from photo is Eugene Brady, Hazle Twp.

Misericordia University presents students with Leadership 
Awards at the 33rd Annual Leadership Awards Dinner
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NSDAR Wyoming Valley Chapter recognizes 
Good Citizen’s Award winners

The DAR Good Citizens Award and Scholarship Contest was created in 1934 to encourage and reward the quali-
ties of good citizenship. This award recognizes and rewards high school seniors who possess the qualities of de-
pendability, service, leadership, and patriotism in their homes, schools, and communities. These students are 
selected by their teachers and peers because they demonstrate these qualities to an outstanding degree.  The 
Wyoming Valley Chapter of the NSDAR was pleased to award high school seniors from nine local high schools 
for their essays. The event was held at Wyoming Seminary’s Stettler Learning Resources Center.  The Honorable 
Richard M. Hughes III, President Judge of Luzerne County, was the featured speaker. Shown, above from left 
are: 1st place: Abby Muth (Holy Redeemer); 3rd place: Abbey Murphy (Crestwood);  Renee Saraka (Hanover 
Area); the Honorable Richard Hughes; Ragan Blidner, Chapter Regent; Jessica Valencia (GAR); Christopher 
Biesecker (Dallas); Madison Stambaugh (Lake-Lehman); and Zeke Berger (Wyoming Valley West). Unable to 
attend were 2nd place: Anna Thomas (Wyoming Area) and Timothy Sny-
der (Meyers). The Wyoming Valley Chapter of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, chartered on April 29, 1891, is the 
oldest Chapter in the State.  The DAR, founded in 1890 and headquartered 
in Washington, D.C., is a non-profit, non-political volunteer women’s ser-
vice organization dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American 
history, and securing America’s future through better education for chil-
dren.  

Members of the Lehman-Jackson Elementary PTA recently received 
a generous donation from the Rotary Club of Dallas to help purchase 
and install state-of-the-art playground equipment for children in the 
first through six grades in order to increase their activity and enhance 
their overall physical health.  This donation is one of many that the 
Dallas Rotary Club makes to groups in our community who represent 
programs to enrich the lives of children.  From left: Club President 
Jason Jolley, and PTA members Liz Morgan and Christin Snyder. 

Dallas Rotary Club supports 
playground project
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Penn State Wilkes-Barre Presents 
2016 Graduating Class 
       On Saturday, May 7th, Penn State Wilkes-Barre and Chancellor Charles 
Davis honored Penn State University’s 2016 graduating class during a com-
mencement ceremony in the campus’ Athletic and Recreation Building. 
      Introduction to Business Management Certificate:  Alyssa Farris [Moun-
tainTop], Erich Thomas [Mocanaqua] Supply Chain and Operations Cer-
tificate:  John Hemsley [Hanover Township], Angela Keener [Kingston], 
Mark Mamola [Hunlock Creek], Marc Shovlin [Dallas] Supply Chain Man-
agement Certificate:  Jennifer Ardoline [Courtdale], Abigail Cadle-Wilson 
[Sparta], Angela Keener [Kingston], William Langan [West Pittston], Jes-
sica Shuliga [Dallas], Andrew Southworth [Plains]. 
         Associate in Business Administration: Jonathan Geras [Factoryville] 
Associate in Information Sciences and Technology: Alison T. Rowski 
[Plymouth] Associate in Letters, Arts, and Sciences: Ashley Oliver [Wil-
kes-Barre] Associate in Surveying Engineering Technology: Carlos Can-
delario [Harveys Lake], Joshua L. Dymond [Dallas], Brian Liepinis [New 
Milford], Lewis J. Strunk III [Pittston].
      Bachelor of Arts in Administration of Justice: Tiffany A Alicea [Dallas], 
Amanda R. Jordan [Palmerton], Stefan T. Kozlowski [Scranton], Danielle 
N. Maddalena [Pocono Lake], Katie M. McAndrew [Pittston Township], 
Amanda L. Stevens [Moosic] Bachelor of Science in Administration of 
Justice: Patrick J. Callahan [Avoca], John P. Colwell Jr [West Pittston], 
Jason S. Crispell [Trucksville], Sarah L. Donald [Bushkill], Patrick P. Far-
rell [Larksville], Marissa J. Featherman [Dallas], Joel D. Hill [Old Forge], 
Nina M. Jones [Hunlock Creek], Corey D. Kucker [Dunmore], Lucas J. 
Lansberry [Dallas], Ross M. Lavan [Wilkes-Barre], Thomas J. McMahon 
[Kunkletown], Zachary G. Meighan [West Wyoming], Scott D. Nichol-
son [Swoyersville], Eric A. Pollick Jr [Swoyersville], Thomas J. Powell Jr 
[Pittston], Dalton L. Tomko [Shickshinny], Erin G. Van Buren [Dingmans 
Ferry], Daniel J. White [Scott Township], Steven P. Zinner [Milford].
         Bachelor of Science in Business: Zachary Aciukewicz [Trucksville], 
Arielle K. Belskis [Dallas], Amanda L. Coolbaugh [Falls], Jennifer L. Cor-
bett [Shavertown], Kaileen M. Dunleavy [Warrington], Mark R. Dymond 
[Wyoming], Amy Lynn M. Hetro [Wyoming], Chelsey Holt [Pittston], 
Zachary J. Manganella [Dallas], Ryan E. Oliver [Nanticoke], Ian J. Rob-
inson [Tunkhannock], Lorainne Zaleski [Wilkes-Barre], Noah Ziomek 
[Shavertown]  Bachelor of Arts in Corporate Communication: Stephanie 
A. Bartz [Pittston], Chelsea E. English [Dallas], Alexa McCann [Pittston 
Township]. 
        Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering Technology: David 
Anker [Wilkes-Barre], Laura J. Borthwick [Waymart], Michael Gentile 
[Harding], Michael W. Giedosh Jr [Lattimer], Leo A. Insalaco [Nanticoke], 
Joseph A. Prednis III [Wilkes-Barre], Robert J. Stevens [Tunkhannock], Jo-
seph A. Walck [McAdoo], Michael Wright [Dallas].
     Bachelor of Arts in English: Alexa E. Cheshire [Monroe Township], 
Kenneth S. Frank [MountainTop], Tyler N. Kazokas [Kingston], Meaghan 
L. Merritt [Susquehanna], Caitlyn M. Traver [Mehoopany]. 
     Bachelor of Science in Health Policy and Administration: Bradley D. 
Stevens [Harveys Lake].
       Bachelor of Science in Information Sciences and Technology: Mark 
G. Cooper [MountainTop], Joshua Cummings [Wilkes-Barre], Nicholas 
R. Frushon [Wyoming], Michael A. Hiedacavage [Stevensville], Megan 
A. Lloyd [Forty Fort], Robert J. Menig [Dallas], Christopher J. Olcheski 
[MountainTop], Catherine R. O’Leary [Kingston], Tyler Pace [Tunkhan-
nock], Dixit Patel [Wilkes-Barre], Alexander T. Poplawski [Wilkes-Barre], 
Jacob R. Rondinella [Kingston], Hayden W. Schutz [Wilkes-Barre], Thom-
as J. Walter [Taylor], Tara E. Zukosky [Shavertown].
        Bachelor of Arts in Journalism: Colin Piatt [Nanticoke].
        Bachelor of Science in Rehabilitation and Human Services: Lindsey N. 
Shingler [Montrose], Kelsey Whittaker [Bushkill].
Bachelor of Science in Surveying Engineering: Carmen J. Ciampi [Exeter], 
Gregory S. Copelli [Kersey], Bryan J. Flynn [Wilkes-Barre], Zachary S. 
Wattles [Westfield]. 
         Masters of Professional Studies in Homeland Security: Rebecca A. 
Stoddard [Port Tobacco, MD].
      For more information, please contact Rachel Rybicki, Marketing Com-
munication Specialist, at 570-675-9269 or rrybicki@psu.edu.

DALLAS  SALE
Craft Show & Flea Market

Variety of Items
June 11th, 12th, 18th

July 9th & 10th
All days from 9am to 3pm
Former Four Corners 

Market & Deli
2116 Lower Demunds Road

Mommy and Me 
Dance at Take the 
Stage
        Something exciting is com-
ing to Take the Stage Center for the 
Performing Arts this summer. The 
studio located at 22 Rice St. in Dal-
las will be offering Mommy and 
Me classes. These classes will be 
an 8 week session with class twice 
a week. The classes are for ages 18 
months to 3 years. 
        There are morning and eve-
ning sessions taught by professional 
and knowledgeable staff from Take 
the Stage. The set curriculum from 
Maria’s Movers focuses on coordi-
nation, rhythm, socialization, and 
basic memorization. Each class is 
45 minutes long and is focused spe-
cifically on each age group. Regis-
tration is very easy and fast. Please 
email takethestagepac@gmail.com 
for any questions or to begin the 
registration process!     

PennDOT
Announces New 
Bike Route 
Mapping Tool To 
Assist Riders 
       The Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation, the Department 
of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources, the Department of Health  
and the Department of Labor & In-
dustry joined other state and local 
officials announcing the launch of 
a new interactive mapping tool for 
BicyclePA routes.  
      The Bike Route Map uses lay-
ers to provide the user with detailed 
bike routes, traffic volumes and 
speed limits and includes DCNR 
Trails, State Parks and State For-
ests.  Find the new interactive Bike 
Route Map on the “Ride A Bike” 
page under “Travel In PA” at www.
penndot.gov.

Alzheimer’s Support Group meets monthly 
at the Meadows Nursing Center 
      The Meadows Nursing & Rehab. Center hosts an Alzheimer’s 
Support Group on the first Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Meadows board room. This support group benefits caregivers by 
providing the opportunity to address their concerns and learn about the 
newest developments in the treatment of this disease.  For information, 
call (570) 675-8600, extension 115 or 195.
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Rummage sale dates set at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, Dallas

The Deacons have set June 3 and 4 for their annual gigantic rummage 
sale in the Fellowship Hall at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Dallas.  The 
sale will take place from 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 3, and from 
9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, June 4.  Saturday will be bag day: all you 
can stuff into a large brown grocery bag for only $2.  Items available 
for sale are: clothing in good condition for men, women and children, 
jewelry, household items, knickknacks, collectibles, toys, books, holi-
day items and much more.  Trinity is located at 105 Irem Road, Dallas, 
across Rt. 309 from the Country Club Shopping Center.   All proceeds 
benefit the programs of the church and several outreach projects.
Show in photo, seated from left: Kate Pitkat, Karen Perzia, Carol 
Vanstory, Erin Yurko.  Standing: C. Don Kocher, Richard Burkhardt, 
President Mark Chappell, Rev. Jennifer Baer, Sandy Peoples.  Others 
who were unavailable for the photo: Thelma Smith, Nancy Williams, 
Shirley Wolfkeil,  and Tom Pickett.

Dallas American Legion plans Veterans 
Memorial Celebration
     The Dallas American Legion, located on Memorial Highway, Dallas 
is planning a Veterans Memorial Celebration on Sunday, June 12 from 12 
noon to 6:00pm. The event will include a Chicken BBQ for $8.00 per per-
son - refreshments and hot dogs will also be available for purchase. 
       Free admission and open to all to see - Twisted & Freedom Express 
Rolling Memorial, escort hosted by American Legion Riders Post 672. 
     The days event will also include 50/50 drawings, raffle tickets, basket 
raffle - drawing for prizes will be held at 5:30pm.  Come support and re-
member our Veterans.  

Penn State W-B
WISE Program 
Enters 7th Year
     Penn State Wilkes-Barre Con-
tinuing Education is currently ac-
cepting registrations for its seventh 
Women in the Sciences and Engi-
neering program (WISE) running 
July 27th through July 29th from 
9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. each day 
with lunch provided. Funded by 
Procter and Gamble’s Live, Learn, 
and Thrive grant the program is of-
fered at a nominal cost of $30 on a 
first come, first serve basis. 
     Students are asked to request a 
teacher’s recommendation for entry 
into the program. This three day 
camp, on Learning to Code with 
Ozobot will be taught under the 
leadership of Jeffrey Chiampi, a 
Penn State Instructor of Computer 
Science. The program is open to 
young women currently entering 
grades sixth through eighth in the 
fall and will be held on the Penn 
State Wilkes-Barre campus. Dur-
ing this camp students will learn 
hands-on about robotics and pro-
gramming. Each student will pro-
gram the Ozobot using colors, an 
iPad, and OzoBlockly. Students 
will learn problem solving skills 
while programming their Ozobot to 
complete challenging activities. No 
previous programming or computer 
experience is required.
           Created at Penn State in 
1994, the WISE Institute represents 
an innovative approach to cross-
disciplinary interaction among en-
gineers, humanists, scientists, and 
social scientists to promote the rep-
resentation and diversity of women 
in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) fields. 
The primary mission of the Wise 
Institute is to facilitate the entry and 
success of women in STEM fields 
in an environment promoting gen-
der equity by: coordinating efforts 
throughout Penn State; creating op-
portunities for women of diverse 
backgrounds to thrive in STEM 
fields; mentoring individuals; and 
promoting institutional and cultural 
change.
     For more information or to regis-
ter, please contact Continuing Edu-
cation at 570-675-9253 or email us 
at wbce@outreach.psu.edu. Visit us 
online wb.psu.edu/ce/youth.
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Recently the Dallas Lions Club presented a plaque of appreciation to Frontier Communications of Dallas.  
Frontier Communications was a big part of the Dallas Lions Club Hometown Heroes Project for the past 
five years, putting up and taking down the banners that honored local servicemen and women and veter-
ans.  The banner program started in 2011 with 24 banners located on utility poles throughout the borough.  
Originally a one-year project, the banner count increased to 120 over the past five years.  The Lions have 
announced they are terminating the project this year, and as was originally promised, they will be returning 
banners to family members or whoever sponsored the banners.  There were a number of reasons for their 
decision.  As many know, there will be a major construction project in the borough in the near future which 
would greatly restrict the available display area in the borough and PennDot advised that we would not be 
able to use many poles.  Also, many of the banners which have been up for several years are showing some 
wear.  These reasons and since the Lions have said from the start that they would give the banners to their 
sponsors, the Lions will make good on that promise.  The time and location for the banners to be distributed 
to the family members/sponsors will be announced in the near future.  The Dallas Lions would like to thank 
all those who have supported the Hometown Heroes project over the last five years.
Shown above presenting the plaque to Wayne Devine, Local Manager of Frontier, is Lion Don Berlew, Proj-
ect Chairman.  Pictured, from the left are, Russ Johnson, General Manager, Frontier; Lions Joe Czarnecki, 
David Spring, Robert Shaffer, Devine, Berlew, Steve Martin and Ken Dailey from Frontier and Lions Frank 
Rollman and Joe Dwinchick.  Absent: Project Co-Chairman, Lion Joe Canfield

Dallas Lions Club Appreciates Frontier Communications

Baked Chicken Dinner/Bake Sale 
       Join us at the Loyalville United Methodist Church on Saturday, June 11,  
for a baked chikcen dinner and bake sale.  Serving 4:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.
     Adults - $9/Children under 12 - $3.50.  Takeouts available 4:15- 6:30 
- Call early & order Preferred.   You may also leave a message with your 
name, phone number along with the number of dinners and pickup time at 
570-477-3521.  Next hoagie sale  is planned for July 12 at  $5 each.

Penn State Wilkes-Barre Supports Backpack Program
      Penn State Wilkes-Barre recently 
made a donation to The Weinberg 
Northeast Regional Food Bank’s 
Feeding America’s Backpack Pro-
gram, an effort providing at-risk 
students with backpacks filled with 
healthy, easy to open foods to eat 
over the weekends and during holi-
days when they would otherwise go 
hungry. 
    The Weinberg Northeast Regional 
Food Bank is in the process of rolling 
out the program focusing on healthy 
food alternatives to Lehman-Jackson 
Elementary. Funds for the donation 
were raised through dress-down 
Fridays held for Penn State Wilkes-
Barre faculty and staff throughout 
the spring semester. Participants paid 
$2 to wear jeans and funds are voted 
upon for donation. 
      Shown in photo above, from left are:  Chancellor Charles Davis, Weinberg Food Bank Representative Amanda 
Brueckler, and Lehman-Jackson Elementary Principal Donald James.



Lake-Lehman Foundation recently hosted Annual Tea
   The Lake-Lehman Foundation 
recently hosted their  annual “High 
Tea at Hayfield” in the Hayfield 
House Ballroom on the Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre campus on Saturday, 
May 14th. Guests of the Tea en-
joyed a menu of finger sandwiches, 
salads, homemade desserts, and a 
wide variety of teas and other bev-
erages. 
    The event featured a much-an-
ticipated basket and gift raffle, fea-
turing gift certificates from Back 
Mountain and area businesses, as 
well as unique theme baskets do-
nated by members of the commu-
nity. Spotlight entertainment was provided by student members of the Lake-Lehman Theatre Troupe.
      All proceeds from the event benefitted scholarships offered by the Lake-Lehman Foundation.   The Lake-
Lehman Foundation serves the Lake-Lehman School District and community through new and improved facili-
ties, educational and community enrichment programs, and scholarships.  Donations may be made to any of the 
scholarships offered through the LLF at P.O. Box 38 Market Street, Lehman, PA 18627. Shown in photo above are 
foundation members.
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To Roll Over or Not to Roll Over? 
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO 
of MF Advisers, Inc.
 
     When someone leaves a job and they have a 
retirement plan that was offered from that employer 
(ex: a 401(k) or 403(b) plan), the person has two
options:
1. Leave the retirement funds in the employer plan 
(provided certain rules are met), or
2. Roll the plan over into their own IRA or another 
former employer plan that is still funded
         So the big question is:  when does it make sense to roll over a retirement 
plan?  There are a few reasons to consider rolling it over into your own IRA, and 
there are a few considerations if you want to keep it in the employer’s plan.  Let’s 
discuss the options, and see which factors come into play when deciding what 
is best for your situation.
       Let’s tackle one of the big factors: fees charged. Does your former employ-
er’s plan have a lot of fees (administrative, expensive fund charges, etc.)?  If the 
plan is too expensive that may be a bad sign.  Remember:  More expenses = less 
growth of your money over time.  Do some homework on the plan’s charges, 
and the expense ratios of the investment choices offered. You may have a great 
plan in this area, or it may be a fee disaster that you need to get out of ASAP!
       Another factor:  number and quality of investment choices.  Does your for-
mer employer’s plan have a sufficient number of investment options to choose 
from?  If you don’t have between 20-30 choices to pick from, chances are the 
plan may not be as diverse as you may need it to be for you to reach your retire-
ment goals with the proper allocation (everyone’s different).  How is the quality 
of those investment options?  Are they well-known funds that have performed 
well over long periods of time, or are they just average at best?  Are they expen-
sive?  Does the expense ratio of each fund outweigh the potential gains over 
time?  These are all important questions that need answers as well.
If you decide to roll the money over into your own IRA, you can typically gain a 
greater measure of control over your investment options (why limit yourself just 
to funds, esp. if your former employer’s plan is lacking in that area and/or has 
expensive/poor-performing options?).  In an IRA at a brokerage firm, you can 
invest in bonds, stocks, ETFs, mutual funds, CDs, etc.  You truly have a lot more 
options in your own IRA.  You also may be able to lower your expenses (de-
pending on the commissions charged, expenses, advisory fees, etc.), which can 
be important over time.  Why pay more than you need to pay?  No one should!
       You may have access to an advisor at your former employer’s plan, or maybe 
you don’t – and if that’s an important factor to you, you may want to hire your 
own financial advisor to help you with retirement matters (a fiduciary would be 
best).  It’s not an easy decision, but having the right financial professional can 
help you to decide whether it makes sense to keep that former plan where it is, or 
to roll it over into an account that has more benefits for your particular situation.  
If you’re not a do-it-yourselfer, make sure you hire a fiduciary to advise you on 
whether you should roll over that plan or stay put.  You’ll be glad that you did, 
and you’re welcome!
     Find an experienced financial advisor who frequently deals with potential 
rollovers, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her money from fees (NOT commis-
sions), believes in having an abundance of investment choices for clients, and 
has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesman, and chances are you’ve 
found the right financial advisor to help you prepare and plan for retirement.
     For more information, please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, email mar-
ty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524.
    MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-only RIA firm and fiduciary based in 
PA & FL specializing in 403(b)s, 401(k)s, wealth management, investment ad-
vice, and financial planning (including retirement planning). With 20+ years of 
licensed experience, over 10 years of professional education, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to improving your financial situation, MF Advisers, Inc. is the 
advisory firm to best serve YOU.

The Back Mountain Chamber recently announced that it surpassed its 2016 goal which was to collect, and 
donate, more food to the Back Mountain Food Pantry than it did in 2015.  Ten members of the BMC’s Food 
Drive Committee distributed 36 collection boxes throughout the Back Mountain, and for three weeks in 
April, the community generously donated at local merchants, area schools, banks, and more.  All food and 
monetary donations will benefit families in the Dallas and Lake-Lehman School Districts.  “Through the co-
operation of the Back Mountain community, we were able to exceed our goal and donated 1,597 lbs. of non-
perishable food to the Back Mountain Food Pantry, in addition to $170 in cash.” said Bill Race, Co-Chair of 
the 2016 Spring Food Drive.  Shown in photo above are: Carol Eyet (Back Mtn. Food Pantry) along with the 
BMC’s Food Drive Committee members Atty. Tom Mosca, Brady Ecenrode, Bill Race, Donna Luksh, Ali 
Zurawski, Camryn & Kristyn Ecenrode, Cindy Post-Mitchell, Susan Slocum, Sandy Race, and Bill Leandri.  
Missing from photo Doreen Johnson.
The Committee spent much of its time contacting these locations for permission to place collection contain-
ers, monitor the boxes, pick up the boxes, and deliver them to the Food Pantry.   The BMC would like to 
thank the following locations for their dedication to helping make the Back Mountain community a better 
place to live.  Back Mountain Memorial Library, Bernie’s Pizza, Chris’s Auto Repair, Christine Leandri 
Piano Studio,  Community Bank, Dallas School District Schools  (4 schools), First Keystone Community 
Bank, Frontier (2 locations), Hilbert’s Equipment & Welding, Inc., Humphreys’ Apparel & Toys, Hillside 
Farms Dairy Store,  Lake-Lehman School District Schools  (4 schools), Luzerne Bank, M&T Bank (Dallas 
& Shavertown), Misericordia University, NBT Bank, Offset Paperback Manufacturers, Penn State Wilkes-
Barre, Pulverman, Senator Lisa Baker’s Office, The Medicine Shoppe, Thomas’ Family Markets – Dallas, 
Thomas’ Family Markets – Shavertown, Three Guys Pizzeria & Restaurant, Ochman’s Coins & Jewelry,  
Twin Stacks, Valentine’s Fine Jewelry and Wild Birds Unlimited.

Back Mountain Chamber Surpasses Its Spring Food Drive Goal
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Boback Announces Over 
$180,000 in Grants for Volunteer 
Fire and EMS Companies
      Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today an-
nounced that over $180,000 in state grants has been awarded to fire and 
emergency response organizations in the 117th Legislative District. 
    “Our fire and EMS companies work incredibly hard to keep our com-
munity safe, and I am so pleased to see that they are receiving this much-
needed funding. This grant money will ensure that our volunteers have the 
resources and training needed to continue providing their valuable servic-
es,” said Boback. The funding comes from an ongoing grant program cre-
ated by the Legislature and administered by the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency and Office of the State Fire Commissioner. All fund-
ing comes from the proceeds from slot machine gaming, and not general 
fund tax revenue. 
     Every emergency service organization that completes the application 
process receives funding. Projects eligible for funding include: construction 
or renovation of a fire or ambulance company facility, purchase or repair of 
equipment, training, or reduction of existing debt.
    Following is a list of fire and emergency response organizations located 
in the 117th Legislative District and the amount of their grant awards: Dal-
ton Fire Company - EMS: $7,201.70; Dalton Fire Company $13,561.96; 
Fleetville Volunteer Fire Company Benton Township: $12,878.46; Franklin 
Northmoreland Townships Ambulance Association - EMS: $7,201.70; Har-
veys Lake Fire and Ambulance Company - EMS: $7,201.70; Hunlock Creek 
Volunteer Ambulance Association EMS: $7,201.70; Kunkle Fire Company 
- EMS: $7,201.70; Lake Silkworth Volunteer Ambulance Association Inc.: 
$7,201.70; Sweet Valley Ambulance Association Inc.: $13,561.96; Franklin 
Township Volunteer Fire Company: $11,511.46; Hunlock Creek Volunteer 
Fire Company: $11,511.46; Jonathan R. Davis Volunteer Fire Department: 
$11.511.46; Lake Silkworth Volunteer Fire Company: $11,511.46; Harveys 
Lake Fire and Ambulance Company - Fire Company: $11,739.29; Kunkle 
Fire Company - Fire Company: $13,561.96; Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire 
Company: $13,561.96; Back Mountain Regional Fire and EMS Fire Com-
pany: $14,401.70.

         Pets Unleashed Vacation Bible 
School is “FUR” you! St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church Dallas will hold VBS 
Friday July 8, Saturday, July 9 and 
Sunday, July 10.
      This special 2 day Bible school 
concludes with a celebration at our 
Sunday service. We will begin our 
Friday night session with a covered 
dish supper at 5:30PM, followed by 
the program running from 6-8PM. 
On Saturday, we begin at 2PM and 
conclude with a pizza supper at 
4:30PM. Sunday, our service begins 
at 9:30AM and will include a special Pets Unleashed celebration and reception following the service. We welcome 
all children age 3-11 and adults for the Adult Bible Study at the same times.
       Registration forms are available on our website (stpaulsdallaspa.org and follow the prompt from “What we do” 
and “Education & Youth Ministry” links) or call 570-675-3859. Please bring a photo of your pet with you on Fri-
day, complete with your name on the back!  Above shown in photo from left are: Cameron Strauch, Sam Rolland, 
Anna Rolland, and George Rolland. Standing behind are: James Eckert, Kendra Brosious, and Colin Fetterman.

Pets Unleashed Vacation Bible School is “FUR” You at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Sweet Valley Church of Christ will host the Shickshinny Area Community Choir for a concert on Saturday, 
June 18 at 6:00 p.m.  The theme for this year’s concert is “Lead, Kindly Light.” Musical selections will 
include the Wilhousky “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” “Agnus Dei” from Joseph Gruber’s “Zweites Re-
quiem,” and an arrangement of Hank Williams’ “I Saw the Light.” Admission is free. The church is located 
at 5439 Main Road in Sweet Valley. For more information, call 570-301-9253 or visit www.communitychoir-
fest.org or www.svccconnect.org. The Shickshinny Area Community Choir was established in 2004. It has 
attracted participants from Benton, Fairmount Springs, Hunlock Creek, Shickshinny, Sweet Valley and 
the surrounding areas. The purpose of the choir is to praise God, promote music, cultivate relationships 
between churches and individuals, and improve the quality of life in the Shickshinny area.
Pictured above are the members of the Shickshinny Area Community Choir at a recent rehearsal. First 
row, from left: Tammy Hopper, Tina Bartkiewicz, Karin Lazarowicz, Debbie Kishbaugh, Jean Dorshefski, 
Linda Maczuga. Second row: Marilou Hinchcliff, Becky Federici, Iris Hontz, Barbara Wolfe, Annie Walker, 
Kathleen L. McKenzie, Cindy Rupp, Sharon Bleiler. Third row: Pastor Roger Noss, Richard Rupp, Ray 
Wasenda, Bob Young, David Sherman, Robert DeMaio, Doreen Richard,  and Rebecca A. Micca.

Choir concert planned at Sweet Valley church

Annie’s Blurb 
      St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Yalick Road (off Route 118) in Dallas, is 
pleased to announce the following events and activities for the month of 
June:  Our worship schedule will change for the summer to one service on 
Sundays at 9:30 am, beginning on June 5.  There is no Sunday School in 
the summer months.  Our Saturday worship services at 5:30 pm continue 
unchanged.
     The Back Mountain Railroad Club will hold their monthly meeting at 
7:00 pm on Wednesday, June 8.  All are welcome who share an interest in 
any type of model trains.
     We are very excited to host a Motorcycle Mass on Sunday, June 26.  
Beginning at 12:00 pm with picnic style food prepared by the St. Paul’s 
Brotherhood and featuring pulled pork sandwiches from The Pigmeister, 
worship will be held at 1:00 pm followed by Fellowship from 1:30 to 2:45 
pm.  At 3:00 pm there will be a Blessing of the Bikes and Sending.  This 
gathering will benefit the Special Olympics by bringing people together in 
the name of Jesus.  Please contact Paul Theiss at 830-305-1161 for more 
information.  
   If you have questions about any of the events or activities offered by St. 
Paul’s, please call the church office at 570-675-3859 or email us at stpaul@
epix.net.  
       St. Paul’s is a handicapped accessible facility.  COME and SEE all that 
St. Paul’s has to offer!
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“Studio Z Designs” for the Latest in Hair, Nail Techniques

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

         Studio Z Designs became 
the official name of the hair salon 
at 183 North Main Street in Shaver-
town, formerly known as Genesis, 
on April 1. Justine and Frank Zuk 
bought the business from Jane 
Lowery.
     “Janie still owns the building 
and she still works here two days 
a week,” said Justine, who worked 
at Genesis for the last three years. 
“Anna and Helene still work here 
also but we are looking to hire 
some other experienced hair and 
nail technicians too.” 
     Justine grew up on Long Island 
where she majored in Cosmetol-
ogy at a vocational technical high 
school. She graduated a semester 
early and earned her Cosmetology 
license. Justine has worked in Long 
Island and at Bergdorf Goodman 
on Fifth Avenue as a manager in 
the cosmetics, fashion and style de-
partments. While living in Queens, 
she married Frank whom she had 
known   since   they  were children. 

Studio Z Designs. 
      “We have WIFI available in the 
salon,” said Justine. “We also have 
tablets available so you can check 
out the latest hair designs and fash-
ion on line.”
        For appointments or more  in-
formation about Studio Z Designs 
you can call 570-674-0896 or check 
out their web page at www.face-
book.com/studiozdesigns. You will 
receive a 10% discount if you men-
tion this article. 
     “We are here for weddings, 
proms, and funerals,” said Justine. 
“We want people to know that we 
are part of this community. We live 
and work here.”

      Frank has a back-
ground in computer 
technology and handles 
the accounting and pub-
lic relations side of the 
business along with be-
ing a Jack-of-all-trades. 
Their 8-year-old daugh-
ter Madeline is a second 
grader at Wycallis El-
ementary School.
     “We bought a house 
on Long Island but after 
911 happened we decid-
ed to move,” said Frank, 
whose mother was origi-
nally from Swoyersville. 
“I knew this area from 
visiting with my mother 
and I always liked it 
here.”
      Justine worked at 
another Back Mountain 
hair salon for ten years 
but when she and Frank 
had a baby and bought 
a house in Shavertown, 
she made the move to 
Genesis. 
     Studio Z Designs is  open from 
10 am to 7 pm on Monday through 
Friday and from 9 am to 4 pm on 
Saturdays. It is a full service salon 
specializing in hair color, highlights,            
Keratin services,  manicures   and   
pedicures.      “We       also       offer

Justine and Frank Zuk are pictured in Studio Z Designs at 183 North Main Street 
in Shavertown.

‘beach waves’ that a lot of people 
are into right now,” said Justine. 
“They are loose body waves that we 
use sea salt texturizers to achieve.”
      In addition, you can find many 
beautiful accessories like designer 
purses,   scarves    and   jewelry   at

Irem Women’s 
Auxiliary plans
luncheons 
       The Irem Women’s Auxiliary 
has scheduled summer luncheons 
for the months of June, July, and 
August, 2016.  These luncheons 
will be held at the Irem Country 
Club  on Thursdays, June 16; July 
21; and August 18.  Cost of the lun-
cheon is $18.00 and reservations 
must be made or cancelled by 11:30 
on the Monday preceding the lun-
cheon date.   
      Reservations may be made with 
Sally Wagner (570-675-2325) or 
Kathy Boback (570-675-2884).  
Luncheons are open to the public.  

Dallas Class of 
1986 planning 
30th Reunion
     The Dallas High School Class 
of 1986 would like to announce 
plans for a 30th reunion to be held 
Saturday, July 23rd, 2016.  The re-
union is being held at a classmate’s 
riverside property in Meshoppen. 
Festivities will begin at 2pm with a 
catered dinner served at 6.
      Any member of the class of ‘86 
who would like more information 
about attending the reunion should 
contact Molly Davies at MDa-
vies228@comcast.net.

Men’s Breakfast 
Group meets weekly
      The Back Mountain Men’s Ec-
umenical Group meets at the Irem 
Country Club for their weekly 
breakfast meetings at  8:00 a.m. on 
Tuesdays.   All men are welcome 
to join the group as they share fun,  
fellowship and faith. 
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Summer Reading Program Begins in 
June at the Back Mountain Memorial 
Library 
     Calling all youth 
(pre-school through 
young adult) to be a 
champion reader this 
summer at the Back 
Mountain Memo-
rial Library when you 
join the reading pro-
gram “On Your Mark, 
Get Set, READ!”  Set 
a goal for the number 
of minutes you want 
to read each day this 
summer and record 
your minutes on a 
special reading log.  
You will earn prizes 
along the way, main-
tain or improve your 
reading skills, take part in a weekly guessing game and attend fun, educa-
tional programs!  Choose from any books in the library to read but especially 
those about health and fitness, sports, movement, dance, etc!  Fulfill your 
reading goal in August and receive a certificate, a special prize and an invita-
tion to the final party with rewards, food and fun!  
      In addition to keeping track of your minutes, join a reading group appro-
priate for your age.  Begin registering for the reading groups on Tuesday, June 
7.      “Story Hours” are for children one and two years of age and those from 
three to five years of age.  Children enjoy stories, songs, finger plays and a 
special themed craft each week.  Story hours begin the week of June 19 and 
end the week of Aug. 1.  
      “Early Readers Story Hour” is for children who have just completed 
Kindergarten and First Grade.  Children will break into small groups and 
take turns reading aloud (short books of 100 words or less). They will then 
join back together with Donna Schuler, a semi-retired school teacher, to listen 
to a story and make a craft.  Sessions are from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. on 
Mondays beginning June 20 and ending on Aug. 8. (No sessions on July 4 
and July 11)
      “Junior Adventurers” are children in grades 2 through 5 who want to learn 
about healthy eating, fitness, women in baseball, and the Olympics with Mrs. 
Sorokin this summer! Four sessions will be on Mondays from 11:00 to noon 
on June 20, July 25, Aug. 1 and Aug. 8.
      “Donuts & Discussion” is for tweens who are nine through twelve years 
of age!  Come to one or all four of the book discussion sessions, Monday 
evenings from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. on June 27, July 11, July 25 and Aug. 8.  
Enjoy refreshments and donuts, make new friends and learn the art of book 
discussion. Tweens may borrow or buy the books for this program.  
     The “Young Adult Book Discussion Group” is for teens, 13 years of age 
and older!  Come to one or all four of these book discussion sessions on Mon-
day evenings from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. on June 27, July 11, July 25 and Aug. 
8.  Snacks and refreshments will be served.  Participants are asked to borrow 
or purchase the specific books for this program.  Come to the organizational 
meeting on Monday, June 13 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss book selections.
      “Relax & Read” is a reading and reviewing program for tweens and 
teens who like to write!  Tweens and teens write short reviews of any books 
they choose to read over the summer.  Each time they complete a review, 
it is entered to win a gift certificate to be awarded at the conclusion of the 
summer reading program.  The more they read and review, the more chances 
they have to win the gift certificate!   For more information, call the library 
at 570-675-1182.

Pictured is local artist and retired teacher Susan 
Roese putting the finishing touches on the sum-
mer reading mural

The Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry recently held their annual meeting to review the 
annual budget, monetary and food donations, operations and the services to meet client needs.  The food 
pantry serves more than 255 households with more than 1,000 people being helped in the Back Mountain.  
It also provides Thanksgiving and Easter dinner baskets for more than 200 registered families who apply 
for assistance.  The pantry will once again conduct the “No Hungry Tummies” program this summer to 
provide food for more than 100 children who are not in school to receive their breakfast and lunch meals.  
They must rely on food being at the home, and this program ensures that there is always something there 
to feed them all summer long. The food pantry is totally staffed by volunteers, and the board is grateful to 
them and the community for their support. Monetary donations may be sent to the Back Mountain Food 
Pantry, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville, PA  18708.  Donations of nonperishable food may be delivered to the 
food pantry or the following off-site locations:  Hilbert’s Tractor Store, Rt. 415, Dallas; Cook’s Pharmacy, 
Rt. 309, Shavertown; and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, off of Rt. 118, Dallas.
Food Pantry Board Members attending the recent meeting, seated from left: Treasurer Crys  Jennings, 
President Bob McGuire, Recording Secretary Ann Rish.  Standing: Food Pantry Manager Carol Eyet, 
Carolyn Straka, Vice President Cal Sutton, James Barto, Bob Stiff, Sandy Peoples.  

The Misericordia University Colleges Against Cancer Chapter presented a check for $46,527.38 to the 
American Cancer Society from this year’s Relay for Life on campus. Participting in the check presenta-
tion ceremony, seated from left, are Melissa Evans, Shaina Bistrek, Julia Callavini, Nicole Crawley, Cindy 
Delaney,  Nicole Sadler, Sarah Smith, Elizabeth Pedro,  Emily Gonzalez, Katie Bowman, Jennifer Crawley, 
Abigail Kayes, Kailee Crockett, Taylor Harnish,  Deirdre Stevens, Olivia Sumeriski, Kaitlyn Smalley, Alivia 
Womelsdorf,  Zachary Moody,  Olivia Johnson,  Elizabeth Perfetti, Brian Kimball,  D’Manda Price,  Rebec-
ca Burgess,  Kaitlyn Burridge,  Jordan Lawson, Katarina Darmofal, Kaili Higgins, and Erica Sadowski.

Misericordia University Colleges Against Cancer 
chapter surpasses Relay for Life fundraising goal

Back Mountain Food Pantry Holds Annual Meeting
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or just enjoy snacks ranging from 
ice cream and fudge to baked 
goods, potato pancakes and fresh 
squeezed lemonade.
      Buses, provided by G. Davis 
School Bus Company, will be on 
a constant shuttle schedule to and 
from the Library and the Country 
Club Shopping Center throughout 
the auction. You do not have to try 
to find a parking space or walk any 
distance to get back to your car. 
Just park near Thomas’ Market in 
Dallas and hop on the bus for a fun 
time and to help support the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library. 
      For more information, to volun-
teer, or to make a donation, call the 
library at 570-675-1182.

Gerard Geise, owner of Dallas Centre Hardware, is 
the Chairman for the 70th Annual Back Mountain 
Memorial Library Auction

Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction Chairman Gerard Geise is 
pictured with his wife and “Support Chair” Michele Geise.

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

       Gerard Geise, owner of Dallas 
Centre Hardware, is the Chairman 
for the 70th annual Back Mountain 
Memorial Library Auction to be 
held Thursday through Sunday, July 
10-17 on the library grounds.
      “Of course, I felt it was quite 
an honor to be asked,” said Gerard, 
who lives in Dallas with his wife 
Michele and their three sons. “It is 
a very special event where the com-
munity comes together to support 
our library. It’s a bit of Americana.”
      The Library Auction involves 
much more than just an auction al-
though each of the four nights will 
see hundreds of items sold over 
the block. In addition, the library 
grounds will be filled with tents of 
varying sizes which will house spe-
cialty items ranging from Nearly 
Old collections of china, crystal, 
linen and silverware to the huge 
Odds and Ends tent that will sport 
the atmosphere of a real rummage 
sale. Last year saw the inclusion of 
a Jewelry Tent and an Electronics 
Tent and both were so successful 
that they will double in size for this 
year’s event. 
    “The Jewelry Tent will have lots 
of costume jewelry, purses, scarves 
and other accessories,” said Gerard. 
All of the things in the Electronics 
Tent are cleaned and tested prior to 
sale to be sure they are all function-
ing properly. 
         There will be a Children’s 
Activities Tent with crafts and sand 
art and this year, instead of the Sat-
urday Children’s Auction, there will 
be a Toy Tent manned by Boy Scout 
Troop 281 for the four nights of the 
auction. “The Boy Scouts are really 
a great help,” said Gerard. “They 
help not only with the toys, but also 
withparking, ground maintenance 
and clean-up.”
        The Library Auction is a great

place to look for special furniture 
pieces, too. There are always many 
beautiful antiques auctioned direct-
ly over the block. There will also be 
a tent for smaller used furniture like 
coffee tables, bookcases, and bed-
room furniture. 
      Artisan Row will be back this 
year featuring specialty crafted 
items ranging for pottery and jew-
elry in the Earth & Wears booth to 
a collection of candles, purses and 
hand decorated mason jars in The 
Perennial Primrose booth. There 
will be a Plant Tent in addition to 
some other artisan booths. 
       “We really need to get the next 
generation involved with volunteer-
ing for the library. It’s difficult be-
cause these days most families have 
two working parents who are very 
busy,” said Gerard. “The library is 
really important though. We want 
to see this continue for the next 70 
years.” 
     Please make plans to visit the 
annual auction where you can visit 
with old friends, buy some wonder-
ful collectibles, and enjoy all kinds 
of     food.     Have    dinner    there

70th Annual Back Mountain 
Memorial Library Auction 

July 10-17 on the
Library Grounds 

Huntsville Road, Dallas

Area tweens and teens are invited to join an age appropriate reading group 
at the Back Mountain Memorial Library this summer.  The Donuts & 
Discussion group will once again be led by staff member Margaret Susko 
and will accept students nine to twelve years of age.  Books to be discussed 
include Maniac Magee, Rules, The Single Shard and The Penderwicks, a 
summer tale of four sisters, two rabbits, and a very interesting boy. The 
young adult reading group will be moderated by Pat Jachimowicz and 
teens 13 years and older may join this group.  Pat is new to the reading 
program and is excited to continue this traditional summer reading book 
discussion group with the teens.  She is a resident of Lehman Township.  
She was the facilitator for Lake Lehman’s gifted program and later taught 
language arts and social studies for Lake -Lehman School District. 
The young adult group will meet on Monday, June 13 at 6:00 p.m. to dis-
cuss the books they would like to read over the summer.  Both groups will 
meet over the summer at the library at 6:00 p.m. on June 27, July 11, July 
25 and Aug.8.  Donuts and refreshments will be served.  Please call the li-
brary to register for either group. Shown in the photo on the left is Marga-
ret Susko for  Donuts& Discussion and Pat Jachimowicz for the YA Book 
Discussion Group.

Tweens and Teens Invited to Join Books 
Discussion Groups at the Library

Wyoming Seminary Announces Winter 
Sports MVP/Gold Award Recipients
      Wyoming Semi-
nary Upper School 
Director of Athlet-
ics Karen Klassner 
recently announced 
Sem’s Most Valuable 
Players, Gold Award 
and other award win-
ners for winter sports. 
Athletes who earned 
four varsity letters or 
three varsity and one 
junior varsity letters 
in their sport receive 
Gold Awards.   In 
boys basketball, se-
nior Jacob Ridilla of 
Shavertown received 
the Gold Award.   In 
girls swimming, freshman Madison Federici of Dallas received the Coach-
es Award.  Seen following the awards presentation are, from left: Madison 
Federici and Jacob Ridilla. 
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