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TAKE-OUT & CURB-SIDE PICK UP
In compliance with all safety procedures.

Catering special occasions.
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Rural Health Corporation of NEPA offering
COVID-19 ANTIBODY Testing

Rural Health Corporation’s (RHC) seven health centers, located in Luzerne
and Wyoming counties, are currently offering COVID-19 ANTIBODY testing
at all locations. Antibody testing has the potential to help healthcare professionals identify individuals who have been exposed to COVID-19 and who have developed an immune response. Working with Quest Laboratories, the turnaround
time for test results will be 2-3 days.
Adding COVID-19 ANTIBODY testing to the current COVID-19 testing
being offered at all of our centers speaks to the commitment of RHC to continue
our mission of providing quality, accessible and affordable care to the community in order to keep our neighbors safe and educated.
For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 1-833-2835887 or visit www.rhcnepa.com.

We Care.

Help Support our
Back Mountain
Businesses &
Shop Local.
Deadline for the August issue of the
Back Mountain Community News is
Monday, July 27 at 9:00 am.

Dallas Borough Announces 2020 Cleanup
Schedule, Regulations

Dallas Borough Council has announced the schedule for the annual spring cleanup to be held this year July
13th to July 18th at the Dallas Borough Municipal Building, 25 Main Street, Dallas. The hours of operation will be
from 7:30 A.M. to 6 P.M. Monday through Friday and 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. on Saturday. Spring cleanup is only
available to Dallas Borough residents.
Regulations will be enforced for the 2020 spring cleanup. Dallas Borough will require all residents to obtain an
admission permit for the cleanup and the following fee schedule will be implemented:
Cars, SUVs or Minivans require a $15.00 permit (unlimited entry). Pick Up Trucks, Cargo Vans or Utility
Trailers require a $25 permit (one trip per permit /three permit maximum per residence). Large vehicles or trailers
over one ton require a $90 permit (one trip per permit/ one permit maximum per residence).
Proof of residency such as a tax bill or driver’s license will be required to purchase the necessary permit. Admission permits will be issued to the occupants, not owners of Dallas Borough rental units.
In an effort to avoid delays at the drop off site during cleanup week, residents are asked to pre-purchase their
permits during Borough office hours Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Dallas Borough
Municipal Building. No refunds will be issued. Residents are reminded that the Borough will not accept household
garbage, recyclables including yard waste, toxic or hazardous materials, asbestos, large construction debris, paint/
paint cans, batteries, electronics and ashes.
The Borough will accept a limited number of non-commercial vehicle tires at a fee of $3 for each tire. Bulky
furniture items and large appliances require an additional fee of $5.00 per item. All refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, and dehumidifiers MUST HAVE DOCUMENTATION that all Freon and other gases have been removed.
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF ANY ITEMS is at the discretion of the Dallas Borough Road Department
personnel and Dallas Borough administration.
Questions about cleanup should be directed to the Dallas Borough Administrative Office at 570-675-1389.

Please note: Due to some email concerns with Comcast not always
being reliable, if you send an email to:
communitynews123@comcast.net and you receive a return
message undeliverable - please forward to
lisapretko@icloud.com

Now Accepting
Summer Projects
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Special Notice from
Gate of Heaven
Church plans raffle the Back Mountain
With social distancing in mind, a
Bloomers Garden
mega raffle is being planned at the
Gate of Heaven Church for July, Club
with the drawing to be held on Sunday, July 26, 2020. Tickets are $10
and can be purchased by calling
Wayne at 570-675-2121, Patty at
570-407-1734 or Carol at 570-6751394, and for more information.

Events planned at
Northmoreland
Township Vol.
Fire Company

Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire Company will have
Monday Night Bingo on Monday,
July 6, 2020 and Monday, July 20,
2020, at the fire hall, 1618 Demunds
Road in Centermoreland, just off
Route 292. Early bird specials start
at 6:30 PM, Regular games at 7:00
PM. Doors to hall open and kitchen
begins serving at 5:00 PM. Where
everyone gets lucky!

Summer Meals

The Summer Meal continues at
Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire Company with Drive-Thru
Pork and Ham dinner on Friday,
July 24, from 4:00-6:30 PM at the
fire hall, 1618 Demunds Road in
Centermoreland, just off Route 292.
Price is $8.00. Please support your
local volunteers!

The Back Mountain Bloomers
Garden Club regrets that its upcoming Fall Luncheon to be held at the
Irem Country Club, Dallas, has been
postponed until 2021.
The club’s next Back Mountain Garden Tour will be held in the
summer of 2022. You can follow us
on FaceBook for more information
and updates.

Rummage sale
dates set at Trinity
Presbyterian
Church, Dallas

The Deacons have set Friday,
August 28 and Saturday, August 29
for their annual gigantic rummage
sale in the Fellowship Hall at Trinity
Presbyterian Church, Dallas. The
sale will take place from 9 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. on Friday, August 28 and
from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday,
August 29. Saturday will be bag
day: all you can stuff into a large
brown grocery bag for only $2.
Trinity is located at 105 Irem
Road, Dallas, across Rt. 309 from
the Country Club Shopping Center.

8th Annual Dallas Rotary Wine and
BrewFest, date rescheduled for
October 3rd

The Dallas Rotary Club, in association with the Dallas Area Fall Fair, Inc.,
will be sponsoring its 8th annual Wine and BrewFest on Saturday, October 3rd
at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds, Rt. 118, Dallas, PA. All proceeds will benefit Rotary charities.
The members of the Dallas Rotary Club and the Fall Fair Board wish to
thank their sponsors, vendors and patrons for their patience and support as we
all navigate these uncharted waters due to the virus. The event will adhere to all
PA public gathering guidelines in place at the time.
The Wine and BrewFest will once again feature some of the area’s finest
local wineries and breweries from the Back Mountain, the Endless Mountains
and beyond. A variety of food and goods will also be on sale by area vendors
and craftsmen, and there will be live musical entertainment all day long.
The Dallas Rotary is an all-volunteer, public service organization and will be
holding this event to support their various projects and programs to benefit and
enrich the lives of our Back Mountain Community residents. Visit their web
site at www.DallasRotaryWineandDine.com or look for them on Face book for
upcoming ticket information online or at local retailers.

Special Notice
from Wyoming
Valley Civil War
Roundtable

Due to the pandemic and social
distancing requirements, The Wyoming Valley Civil War Roundtable
is canceling the remainder of its
meetings scheduled for 2020.
We look forward to resuming our
monthly meetings in March, 2021.
Thank you for your continued support of the Civil War Roundtable.

Dallas Lions Club
recently made
donations

The Dallas Lions Club has made
several donations to local Food
Banks in the Dallas area. In the
latter part of April, $600 donations
were made to the Fellowship Church
Food Bank on Hildebrand Road and
to the Back Mountain Food Pantry
in Trucksville.
Another $500 donation was made
to both again at the end of May.
Money raised at the club’s Annual
Night at the Races on March 7th
was used for the donations.

Back Mountain Library announces
addition of New Memorial Books

In Memory of Dr. Edward Carey, “Every Drop of Blood” by Edward
Achorn, presented by Norma and Elena Leandri. In Memory of Ronald
Hillman, “The ARRL Handbook for Radio Communications 2020”, presented by The Murgas Amateur Radio Club. In Memory of George Tucker,
“Constitution Translated for Kids” by Cathy Travis, donated by DaddowIsaacs Post 672 American Legion.
The following books are in Memory of Jeanne E. Milazzo (Piccirilli) and
are presented by Ron, Pam, and Liz Sheeder: “Little Blue Truck” by Alice
Schertle; “Stink: Hamlet and Cheese” by Megan McDonald and “Rain!” by
Linda Ashman. The following books are in memory of Katherine Edgerton
and are presented by Deborah Miller: “The Wonderful World of Clothes”
by Emma Damon and “Planet Fashion: 100 years of fashion history” by
Natasha Slee.
HONOR: The following books are in Honor of Juliet Dziak’s 4th Birthday and are presented by Tom and Meg Grant: “Roy Digs Dirt” by David
Shannon and “Froggy for President” by Jonathan London
The following books are in Honor of Lindzay Dziak’s 8th Birthday and
are presented by Tom and Meg Grant: “Two Little Piggies” by W. Bruce
Cameron and “Lily to the Rescue” by W. Bruce Cameron.
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Luzerne County Dairy Court recently celebrated Back Mountain Memorial Library
Auction plans “A Twist on Tradition”
National Dairy Month
Members of the Luzerne
County Dairy Court enjoyed some
delicious dairy treats whild celebrating National Dairy Month!
They were invited by the
Ice Cream Truck 1961 to come and
share information about the importance of getting at least 3 servings of
dairy every day! What a better way
to do that than with some yummy
milkshakes, ice cream, and sundaes.
Thank you very much to the Ice
Cream Truck 1961.
Pictured in truck is Karen Major Gingrich. Standing outside are:
Dairy Ambassador, Kaelyn Traver;
Alternate Dairy Princess, Ally
Steltz; Dairy Princess, Toni Traver;
and Dairy Maid, Juliet Price.

The theme for this year’s
Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction is “A Twist on
Tradition” planned for Friday
and Saturday, August 7th and
8th from 4 to 8 p.m. on the Library Grounds.
The week of August 3rd,
folks will be able to preview a
huge basket raffle inside the Library. Raffle tickets will be available at the
Library and from Auction Committee members. On Friday, August 7th and
Saturday, August 8th, shuttle service will be available at the Country Club
Shopping Center. Patrons are advised to park there, as no parking will be
available at the Library except for a few handicapped spaces. There will be
a Silent Auction with items displayed on the Auction Block, food trucks,
some handmade craft items and Sue Hand will return to “Paint the Auction”, celebrating her 30th year painting at the Library Auctions!
For more information call the Back Mountain Memorial Library, Huntsville Road, Dallas at (570) 675-1182.
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Food Pantry hosts No Hungry Third Annual Ride for Patriots
to Benefit Patriots Cove
Tummies Program
The Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry have created
a summer nutritional program to provide extra food for school age children
during the months of July and August.
The children are home all day and cannot take advantage of school
breakfasts and lunches. They might otherwise go hungry except for the
extra assistance given by this innovative program.
While all non-perishable foods are needed and welcome at any time, the
greatest needs to make this program work are breakfast and lunch foods that
children can easily open and prepare for themselves. These items include:
cold cereal, instant oatmeal, canned milk, peanut butter and jelly, juice,
macaroni and cheese, tuna fish, Spam, canned fruit, soup, granola bars, and
prepared Jell-O and pudding.
Individuals or groups wishing to donate nonperishable food may call
the pantry at 696-2917 for additional information or to arrange a mutually
convenient time for our volunteers on duty to receive the food.
Food may also be dropped off at the following locations during regular
operating hours: Cooks Pharmacy, Rt. 309 in Shavertown, Hilbert’s Tractor
Store, Rt. 415 in Dallas and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rt. 118, Dallas.
Monetary donations may be mailed to the Back Mountain Food Pantry,
c/o Trucksville United Methodist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville,
PA, 18708.
The members of the Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food
Pantry wish to thank everyone for their support all year long.

From our family to yours...

Happy 4th of July!

Wishes for a Safe, Healthy & Happy Holiday weekend.
Please drive safe ... don’t drink and drive.
Back Mountain Community News ...
Where Community Matters!

Patriots Cove invites you to join us for our Ride For Patriots,
a benefit including motorcycles. In the morning, Patriots will cruise
in honor of veterans and first responders. Following the Ride, Patriots Cove will host Wheels For Patriots Car and Bike Show, as a
chance for enthusiasts to put their motorcycles, classics, and customs
on display! Winners will take home trophies and get braggin’ rights.
Whether you want to cruise and show, or enjoy food and raffles- join
us for a great cause!
Ride for Patriots will be held on August 8, 2020. Registration starts
at 9:00 a.m. at Mountain Top American Legion Post 781, 1550 Henry
Drive Mountain Top, Pennsylvania. We will roll out of Mountain Top
at 11:30 a.m., and end the Ride at Black Walnut American Legion Post
510 for a Car & Bike show, food, and raffles! All ride participants will
be entered into the Car and Bike Show at the Black Walnut American
Legion, Old Route 6, Laceyville.
Judging will take place upon arrival at Black Walnut. The awards
being offered this year are: Top 20, Top 5 Motorcycles, 1st, 2nd and
3rd Best in Show, Patriots Choice, and Most Unique.
Come for the cause, ride, and for fellowship. Proceeds will support
veterans and first responders at Patriots Cove. Patriots Cove is a nonprofit organization in northeastern Pennsylvania that was founded by
a military veteran and his spouse to empower other veterans, first responders, and their caregivers to heal and adapt to life after service.
The Cove hosts events like restorative outdoor activities, environmental service projects, and educational events and retreats for Caregivers
on an eighteen-acre refuge.
Registration: For the Ride for Patriots are $15 per person. Admission to the Ride for Patriots, also includes Car and Bike Show entry
and dinner (first 400)! Don’t have a car or bike to cruise or show?
Come and enjoy food and raffles!
Are you interested in becoming a sponsor?: Contant Sheila Brandon at (570).855.8964 or email patriotscove@gmail.com for details
and applications.

Drive Through
BBQ Chicken
Dinner

Join us at Trucksville United
Methodist Church for a Back
Mountain Tradition, our Summer
“Drive-Through” BBQ, Friday,
July 17, 2020!
No need to get out of your car,
just pull into the parking lot between
4:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at our Educational Facility at 40 Knob Hill
RD, Trucksville, PA 18708 (Enter
Shavertown for GPS), pay, pick up
your dinners, and go!
For $10.00 Enjoy Half a Chicken,
Baked Potato, Corn, Apple Sauce,
Roll & Butter, and a Homemade
Dessert!
Reservations are required; please
call to reserve your seat Monday
through Thursday, 9 AM to Noon:
(570) 696-3897. After hours please
leave a message with your name
and contact numbers and we will
call you back to confirm your reservation.
Read Back Mountain
Community News FREE Online
www.communitynewsonline.net
Available free of charge throughout
the Back Mountain & Surrounding
Communities. Proudly serving the
community for 15 years with
All Good News!
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The Back Mountain Memorial
Library lists the following
Upcoming Events

The Back Mountain Memorial Library has now entered the next stage of
reopening to the public. Our hours for Monday through Thursday are 9:30
to 6:00, Fridays 9:30 to 5:00, and Saturdays 9:30 to 4:00. Please note our
new rules and restrictions. We are following all guidelines provided by the
CDC to help ensure the health and safety of our patrons. We ask for your
cooperation and patience as we work to safely restore services. We have
missed you all.
Patrons are now allowed to enter the building to browse and check
out books and materials in both the adult and children’s areas. Books can
be returned inside the Library. Masks are required, and social distancing is
strongly encouraged. Entrance is through the side door, and patrons must
exit through the front door. This arrangement will help reduce crowding at
the front desk and the New Book area.
A limited number of public access computers will be available for 45minute sessions and must be reserved ahead of time by calling the Library.
Curbside service will continue to be available by calling us, however books
must be picked up at the front desk.
The Library is excited to offer Summer Reading, and we are eager to
get children started on their Quests. The theme this year, “Imagine Your
Story”, features fantasy, magical creatures, fairy tales, enchanted castles,
and lots of imagination! Be prepared to face dragons, outwit ogres, and
encounter other perils as you collect your reading points. Participants may
find their missions online, or can pick them up at the Library. Children
can set out on their quests and start reading so they can earn their rewards.
Call the Children’s Room for more information, or check our website or
Facebook page.
So many people tell us it’s
not summer without the Library
Auction. The Library will be presenting an abridged, 2-day event
Friday, August 7 and Saturday,
August 8. “A Twist on Tradition”,
will run each night from 4:00 to
8:00 PM, and will include food
choices, the bookstore, specialty shopping at the tents, a barn and block
with priced antiques and jewelry, and a silent auction.
The new “twist” is a giant raffle basket extravaganza! View the baskets
in the Library from August 3 through 8 and cast your tickets anytime during that week. The grounds Friday and Saturday will be restricted to 250
people, in compliance with state guidelines. Shuttle buses will run from the
Country Club Shopping Center, or use side street parking near the Library.
Our patrons have always been generous with donations of used household items for the Auction. Unfortunately, due to lack of storage space, we
will not be able to accept them at the present time. Please check our website
or Facebook page for updates on when we can resume taking your donations, and know we are always grateful for your generosity.
The Slightly Read Bookstore will be opening July 7th. They will be observing summer hours, Tuesdays from 10 to 6 and Saturdays from 10 to 2,
until Labor Day. Please be courteous to our volunteers and wear a mask.
The Library is again accepting book donations. Due to the current situation, donations will only be taken on Thursdays, between 9:30 AM and
6:00 PM. Books must be in boxes or bags. Come to the front entrance of
the library and speak to a staff member, who will direct you. As always, we
cannot accept encyclopedias, dictionaries, text books, Reader’s Digest Condensed Books, or books that are damaged, dirty, torn, moldy, or in otherwise
poor condition. Thank you for helping the Library!
Contact us at 570-675-1182 and find so much more at our website at
www.backmountainlibrary.org.
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Shavertown UMC to Host Online Vacation
Bible School

Everything is
looking different this
year; what we wear,
how we communicate, and where we
vacation. Vacation
Bible School (VBS)
is no exception! This
summer, Shavertown
United
Methodist
Church is organizing
a free online VBS
program for families
with elementary-aged
children. The program includes a week
of music, Bible stories, crafts, science,
and other activities
that can be done from your own home.
The week begins with a drive-through kickoff event on July 19 to pick up necessary
craft materials and continues through July 23 with videos posted daily to a private Facebook group. Families should register their children, Preschool through Grade 5, for the
program at shavertownumc.com
before July 12. Once registered, parents will be
given directions to join our private Facebook group and be assigned a window of time on
July 19 to pick up their VBS supplies from the Shavertown United Methodist Church parking lot at 163 North Pioneer Avenue in Shavertown.
When families arrive, supplies for all five nights of VBS will be brought to their cars.
Videos will be posted daily on July 19-23. Since one place we CAN go this summer is into
nature, our theme will take participants on an outdoor adventure to Camp E.D.G.E – where
they can Experience and Discover God Everywhere.
Our VBS mission this year supports the Back Mountain food pantry and families can
bring a non-perishable food item to the kickoff event if they want to help out. Shavertown
UMC invites you to join us for this exciting program by visiting our website and registering your children at shavertownumc.com. If you have questions, they can be sent to
shavertown.VBS@gmail.com.

Boback Announces $50 Million Game Commission
in Federal Relief Funds to Local to present program
Counties
on Wild Turkey
Rep. Karen Boback announced that more than $50 million in federal relief funds will be directed to Lackawanna,
Luzerne and Wyoming counties. The House of Representatives unanimously passed Senate Bill 1108, which sets
guidelines for the distribution of $2.6 billion in federal funds
for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Under this law,
Lackawanna County will receive $18.9 million, Luzerne
County will receive $28.6 million and Wyoming County
will receive $2.4 million. This local funding is determined
by population and is derived from a total of $625 million
designated for counties to help address impacts from the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“The disastrous effects of this pandemic have been felt
by families and business owners across the state of Pennsylvania and, particularly, here at home in the 117th District,”
said Boback. “This funding will extend a lifeline to those
who have suffered economically during this disaster,” she
continued. “We could never put a dollar figure on the tragic
loss of life experienced by some in our community, but the
economic effects of this pandemic are more easily quantifiable; I am very pleased that this funding will enable us
to take positive steps toward addressing those effects and
providing economic relief at the local level.”
The remaining funds will be allocated across various
state agencies and departments to provide services throughout Pennsylvania. Highlights include $225 million for a
Statewide Small Business Assistance Program; $632 million for nursing homes, long-term care and personal care;
$10 million for food assistance programs; and $50 million
for volunteer fire companies and emergency medical service
(EMS) companies. PA received these funds from the federal
government through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, which provides necessary
emergency relief to Americans affected by the COVID-19
pandemic. The governor signed this bill into law on Friday,
May 29, 2020.

The Pennsylvania Game Commission will be providing a family-friendly educational program on
wild turkey at the Northeast Region
Office in Dallas on Wednesday, July
22, at 6:00 p.m.
Game Commission Wild Turkey
Biologist Mary Jo Casalena will
take participants on a short walk
along an easy trail, interpreting wild
turkey sign, discussing the life of
turkeys and their management. The
walk will take place on the office
grounds.
This program will be held outdoors rain or shine. Participants will
be required to follow all PA state
mandated COVID 19 safety protocols in place on the date of program.
The Game Commission Northeast
Region Office is located at 3917
Memorial Hwy. in Dallas. The office phone number is (570) 6751143. No reservations are required.
Email your community notices to
publish each month to:
communitynews123@comcast.net
It’s All Good News ...
Where Community Matters!
To advertise call Lisa at
570-674-7772 or email for
more information.
Proudly serving the community
for over 15 years.
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Legion Logbook

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672
has been following the coronaviris rules and suspending its meetings. However, the Post has participated
(replete with masks and distancing) in various community activities.
After initiating services to honor our veterans on
Memorial Day, the Honor Guard participated in a program at Patriot’s Cove. A fishing contest was held that
J. Michael
featured teams of veterans. Some of the Legionnaire’s Clarence
Past Commander
have been involved in sprucing up the Post during
Dallas American
Legion, Post 672
these down times and our Commander Kupstas commends them.
I recently spoke to our Commander and she informed me that the Post is
tentatively opening with hand sanitizers being available and social distancing
respected. As with all small businesses and non-profits it becomes imperative
to earn some money in order to stay afloat. Hopefully, this can provide a little
“oasis” for all who have been cooped up during this crisis.
Other issues which were discussed pertained to the non-smoking policy, and
the condition of the parking lot. I will provide further information on those
items in the future.
June 6, 1944, D-Day the largest seaborne operation in history. This is a date
that should be etched in the brain and heart of every American. If your school
or the media do not commemorate this date every year, it will be a disservice to
all Americans. When I hear stories that young people don’t know who fought
in WW II, who won, that the U.S. was the guilty party, I get very upset. That
generation of Americans fought and died to keep the world safe for Democracy.
Allied forces landed on the beaches along the 80 km stretch of the Normandy
coastline. British, American, Canadian, and French troops attacked German
forces within the coast of Normandy. With a force of more than 150,000 soldiers the Allies attacked and gained a victory that became the turning point for
WW II in Europe. Allied casualties consisted of 10,000 including 2,500 dead.
A cemetery in France covering 172.5 acres contains the remains of 9,398 Americans. This invasion of Normandy lasted from June 6 to June 30, 1944. The invasion actually began with paratroopers dropping into France by moonlight that
late evening and early morning before the invasion. One of those paratroopers
was a young man from Trucksville by the name of Jack Evans. Jack attended
the church I attend. I introduced him to Andrew Santora who was searching for
a Eagle Scout Project. Andrew began a friendship with Jack that culminated in
a History Day project and the Memorial that you can visit at the Back Mountain
Memorial Library.
There is a National D-Day Memorial that I support in Bedford, Virginia.
Read about the Bedford boys from that small hometown. 20 young men were
killed on the D-Day invasion. Donations can be sent to the National D-Day Memorial at 3 Overlord Circle, Bedford, Va. Your support keeps alive the memory
of our fallen heroes. GOD BLESS AMERICA! Keep safe and keep healthy.

Miles of Mountaineers, drove through the Dallas School
District to Celebrate Graduation
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

A parade of seniors in cars, called
Miles of Mountaineers, drove
through the Dallas School District
on June 9, 2020. Community members cheered the graduating class
as they traveled to the high school
where they were greeted by many
well-wishers. As the celebration
wound down, seniors were given
their pre-selected presents from the
Graduation Lock In Committee.
“We had a lot of help from the
community and the gifts were
staged in different areas of the
parking lot to help with social distancing. Some of the popular gift
selections were bedding (for dorm
rooms), ear buds, Keurig coffee machines, speakers, and some printers,” said Terri Shaner, who along
with Deanna Habib, is co-chairman
for the Lock In Committee. “We are
planning to have a carnival for the
graduates before graduation if we
can. We’ll have all of the things we
typically have for the Lock In Party
like the hypnotist show, music, and
the giant inflatable games.”
Like school districts across the
nation, Dallas had to make other arrangements to recognize this year’s
graduation class. The administration first scheduled a ceremony for
June 12 but has now rescheduled to
July 24 at the Mountaineer Stadium.
“The administrative team and some
really outstanding faculty members
pitched many helping hands along

Dairy Court promotes Fill a Glass with Hope
Some members of the Luzerne County Dairy Court
spent an evening at The Ice Cream Truck 1961 promoting the Fill a Glass With Hope Program. The dairy court
raised $500 last year and hope to raise $1000 this year
to donate to the Weinberg food bank.
Every dollar donated through this program purchases 8 glasses of fresh milk that the food bank takes
to local sites for distribution to those who are in need.
It is recommended that we get 3 servings of dairy every
day to stay healthy. Fresh milk is the number one thing
requested at food distributions. If you would like to help
the members of the Dairy Court reach their goal, you
can find information at their facebook page Luzerne
County Dairy Court Princess Promotions Team! You
can also find them visiting various locations around Luzerne County. Any donations given to the court members at events goes to Fill a Glass With Hope!

Dallas High School Valedictorian Kristen O’Malley, who plans to study
Pre-Med at the University of Miami in the fall, is pictured with her
parents Michelle and Phil O’Malley on their way in for Kristen’s videotaped graduation.
the way,” said Matt Samuel who (Dallas Superintendent). We alis serving with John Smulowitz in lowed parents to come up on stage
their first and very challenging year for pictures and each senior got a
as senior class advisors. “This class picture from KDP photography.”
and their families have been abso- In addition, they were able to tape
lutely wonderful to deal with, even speeches from the Valedictorian
during this most difficult time.”
Kristen O’Malley, Salutatorian
As with so many of our tradi- Shane Szczecinski, Student Countional celebrations, the seniors at cil President Trent Szczecinski,
Dallas High School are experienc- and Senior Class Vice President
ing a very different graduation sce- Ethan Dyrli. The ceremony also innario this year. Just in case a live cludes speeches from Dr. Duffy, and
ceremony is not possible, the school Principal Greg Riley. The National
district came up with an alternate Anthem was performed by senior
plan. “As a precautionary measure, Jacob Thomas and John Toussaint
we brought in seniors to be video- sang the school’s Alma Mater.
taped in their caps and gowns for
The graduation team also rea virtual graduation ceremony in corded award ceremonies including
our school’s performing arts center the National Honor Society Inducover the course of three days,” tion and the Baccalaureate ceremosaid Samuel. “We taped each senior ny and posted them virtually for the
crossing the stage and receiving a students and their families to enjoy.
diploma from Dr. Thomas Duffy

Dallas Rotary donates “safe steps”
decals to Back Mountain businesses

The Dallas Rotary Club recently donated 300 “safe steps” floor
decals to businesses in the Back Mountain to help them and their
customers practice social distancing to keep everyone safe from
transmitting the COVID-19 virus. Pictured above from left are:
Kurt Fetterman, owner of 415 Pro Hardware in Dallas, and
John Doerfler, president of the Dallas Rotary Club.

Expires July 31, 2020
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Vacation Bible School
planned

We are so excited to announce that
Vacation Bible School WILL BE HAPPENING this year at Trucksville United
Methodist Church with one modification:
Instead of you bringing your family to
VBS, we’re bringing VBS to your family!
This summer, on July 21, 22, & 23,
2020 we’ll be using a quarantine-friendly
VBS called BOLT, with minimal preparation, easy-to-follow instructions, and
a video that leads you and your family
step-by-step through each of the 3 days,
BOLT is designed for you to perform at
home with your family (or a small group
of families if you are comfortable). It’s so
simple! Register on our Trucksville United Methodist Church Facebook page and
begin listening to this year’s VBS music
on Spotify.
During BOLT, your family will participate in fun games that illustrate what
it means to listen to, focus on, and follow
Jesus. Depending on your pace, you can
expect that each day’s experience will last
about 90 miniutes and all ages can enjoy
VBS at a time of day that works for them!
Families who pre-register by JULY 10,
2020 will be contacted with an appointment
to pick up a BOLT BUCKET. The bucket
contains everything you and your family needs to participate in VBS this year!
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THE FINANCIAL EQUATION:
Market Volatility: Your Friend or Foe?
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
of MF Advisers, Inc.
The unprecedented coronavirus lockdown
has negatively affected the world’s financial
markets. The volatility in our U.S. stock markets has increased substantially due to this situation. But what most investors should be worried
about is how this volatility affects their portfolios and financial plans for the long term (NOT
the short term).
For most people who are younger (in your 20s, 30s, 40s, and early 50s)
or have at least 10 or more years to accumulate assets towards their goals,
you probably have very little to worry about in regards to the
latest financial turmoil. In fact, it will probably give you an opportunity
to buy some discounted investments, thereby helping your portfolio grow
more down the line. So be ready with any extra cash you may have to invest
in bargains, and/or possibly sell off certain investments that may no longer
make sense to hold in your portfolio.
For those closing in on and those already in retirement (in your mid50s, 60s, and older) or those who have less than 10 years to accumulate
assets towards their goals, you may be a bit more concerned about how this
recent market turmoil may affect you (and understandably so). However,
let’s highlight some statistics that may make you’re - think about worrying
too much:
• Market corrections are normal. In the U.S. markets we average a 10%
correction ~ once a year and haven’t experienced one since 2018, so we
were due for a pullback.
• Bear markets have been shorter than bull markets historically. On average,
bear markets (using the S&P 500) last ~ 22 mos. and the average loss is ~
39 %. Bull markets, on average, last ~ 4 years with an average gain of 1
12 % .
• Market movements are random in the short term and predictable in the
long term. Try this exercise: For the next 15 business days (three weeks)
try to predict where the markets are going to go the following day. To keep
it simple, all you have to do is predict whether it will go up or down (you
need not worry about how much). The chance of you getting all 15 days
right is less than 1 in 33,000. To put this in perspective, you have a higher
chance (1 in 9,000 ) that the Earth will be struck by a huge meteor during
your lifetime.
• Anticipate better days. The effects of corrections don’t last long. After a
drop of 10% to 20%, it typically takes just four months to break even. Also,
a severe bear market tends to be followed by a sharp bull market rebound.
Each time that stocks dropped 40%+ , they rebounded by more than
33% during the first year of the comeback. So what should you take away
from these points? If you can remain patient (and not panic) and put more
money to work in quality investments after the markets pull back by more
than 10%, and can maintain a long-term investment perspective, historically that has greatly helped investors reach their financial goals. After all,
we’ve all heard of the saying s, “buy low, sell high” and “buy on the dips”
unfortunately most investors do the exact opposite and that’s where they
cost themselves. Don’t be in that group that makes emotional investment
decisions – now that you’re armed with this knowledge, take advantage of
it and your financial situation as well ... you’re welcome!
Find an experienced financial advisor who regularly advises clients
to not panic during volatile markets, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her
money from fees (NOT commissions), believes in having an abundance of
investment choices for clients, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher,
NOT a salesman, and chances are you’ve found the right financial advisor
to help you prepare and plan for your financial goals.
For more information, please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, email
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760 - 6524.

34th Annual Dallas
41st Annual Dallas
Food Pantry in
Kiwanis Senior Girls Sweet Valley open Kiwanis Golf
The new food pantry in Sweet Val- Tournament notice
All-Star East West
ley, located inside the Church of Christ
This year’s 34th Annual Dallas
Softball Game
on Main Road in Sweet Valley will be Kiwanis Golf Tournament, in MemThis year’s Robert L Dolbear
Dallas Kiwanis Senior Girls AllStar East West Softball Game has
been cancelled due to Covid 19
concerns. Hopefully, next year
we can resume this great tradition.

Wyoming Sem.
Announces Third
Term Honor Roll

Dr. Kathleen Hanlon, Dean of
Wyoming Seminary Lower School,
has announced the Back Mountain
students named to the Academic
High Honor Roll and Academic
Honor Roll for the third trimester of
the 2019-2020 academic year.
High Honor Roll: Grade 5: Jaclyn Bouzakis, Dallas; Ethan Burns,
Shavertown; Michael DeMuro,
Shavertown; Kathryn Eidam, Dallas; Brianna Falcone, Shavertown;
Kristopher Jones, Shavertown; Sophia Kong, Dallas; Hannah Maakestad, Dallas; Prem Patel, Wyoming;
Xavier Tereska, Harveys Lake.
Grade 6: Elizabeth Hannon, Wyoming; Anna Prusak, Shavertown;
Troy Pryor, Harveys Lake; Zachary
Raklewicz, Dallas; John Redington,
Dallas; Grace Rushmer, Shavertown; Hannah Salesky, Shavertown; Isabel Shoemaker, Wyoming;
Guru Singh, Shavertown; Owen
Stretanski, Shavertown; Emerson
Swartz, Harveys Lake; Peyton Taylor, Shavertown. Grade 7: Jayce
Decker, Hunlock Creek; Christina
Fawcett, Shavertown; Theodore
Kraus, Shavertown; Tonna Ruggiero, Shavertown; Samara Sgarlet, Monroe Township; Matthew
Swartz, Harveys Lake; Shahmeer
Waseem, Dallas. Grade 8: Samuel
Comitz, Dallas; Natasia Corba, Dallas; Benjamin Fenster, Shavertown;
David Geyfman, Scranton; Trinity
Kong, Dallas; Lucy Lew, Dallas;
Eliana Parra, Wyoming; Giuliana
Schineller, Dallas.
Honor Roll: Grade 5: Anna Murray, Dallas; William Scavone, Sweet
Valley. Grade 6: Emma Rathburn,
Hunlock Creek. Grade 7: Vincent
Bouzakis, Dallas; Gabrielle Eagleton, Dallas; Avery Luksic, Shavertown; Jager Macdonald, Trucksville; Ethan Snyder, Shavertown.
Grade 8: Liam Davis, Trucksville;
Celeste Perry, Wyoming.

open to those in need of food on the
first Friday of each month. Food donations are also being accepted. For
more information call 570-477-2320.

ory of Walter Kozemchak, has been
cancelled this year due to Covid 19
concerns.
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Sue Hand Celebrates 30 Years Painting at the Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
“Sometimes when I walk up to
the front to get a bit of detail, I feel
like I am walking into my painting
for real,” said artist Sue Hand of
her plein air (open air) painting at
the annual Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction. For the last 29
years, Sue has painted a live action
scene on site during the auction.
She donates the painting, framed by
her husband Joe, and it is auctioned
over the block on the last night of
the auction. This year, Sue’s 30th,
will be a little different during this
year’s Auction “A Twist on

Tradition”, on August 7 and 8.
“I am going to paint a smaller plein air oil painting of the old
school, the library, from the Huntsville Road side. I will do that ahead
of time and then I will add the live
scene to it during the auction.”
Sue will be painting from across
the street to help with social distancing guidelines. The completed
oil painting will be sold through the
Silent Auction during the two day
event. Joe Hand will again make
a frame which will be on display
along with a progressive series of
photos of the painting so people can
see what they are bidding for.
“I really enjoy it. The auction is
my rollercoaster in life,” said Sue.

In 2019, local artists Sue Hand and Michael Hiscox were joined by Sue’s art students, from left, Lindsay
Matinas, Maya Gross and Keerstyn Tabor in completing paintings on site during the event. The three paintings were auctioned over the block on the last night of the Auction.
“I love the excitement of it and the to have some of her art students join generate quite a heated auction and
challenge. I really love to interact her on site. They also completed sell for thousands of dollars, that
plein air watercolors that were auc- particular painting brought in the
with the people, too.”
Sue began her auction painting tioned for the benefit of the library. highest price. Someone else really
with fellow artist Leigh Pawling. Students were scheduled this year wanted it and didn’t realize he was
They decided to try the plein air but are disappointed to not be able bidding against a dedicated effort
technique in a live setting but didn’t to join Sue due to current circum- on Sue’s behalf.
“I don’t think we can even begin
tell anyone what they were doing. stances.
“One of my best memories is the to say what Sue’s contribution has
The following year Sue completed
two or three watercolors and donat- year that I painted a very nostalgic been to the library,” said Martha
ed a framed one for the auction and painting which included a painting Butler, library director. “She has beof a photo of my daughter Heather come synonymous with the auction
the rest is history.
“It reminds me of the scene in sitting on my lap at the auction. I because people come to see what
‘Mary Poppins’ where they jump told some friends that I was going she is painting. We can’t begin to
into the sidewalk drawings,” said to have trouble parting with that thank her for her contributions.”
See Sue’s painting and make a
Sue. “One year this very young painting,” said Sue. “My friends
child kept looking from the painting got together and collected enough bid on it or on any of the many othto the scene in front of him and back money to buy the painting to give er items that will be available at this
again. He said to his mom, ‘We’re to me. I had no idea they were doing year’s Auction “A Twist on Tradihere right now!’ It’s fun to see the it. I love that painting and cry when tion” from 4 to 8 pm, on Friday and
Saturday, August 7th and 8th.
I see it in my house.”
children get excited.”
Although Sue’s paintings always
About 15 years ago, Sue started

Back Mountain
Memorial Library Auction
Friday & Saturday, August 7 & 8
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Huntsville Road, Dallas
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Farmer’s Market to open in the Dallas High School
parking lot July 11

The Farmers’ Market, sponsored by the Back Mountain Memorial Library will be opening Saturday, July 11,
at the Dallas High School. The Market will run every Saturday from 9 AM to 2 PM through October 31. The freshest fruits, vegetables, and other produce from local vendors and farmers will be available. Plan to attend weekly to
support our local farmers as well as the Back Mountain Memorial Library.

To place your community news information and photos email:

communitynews123@comcast.net

Dallas United Methodist Church Welcomes New Pastor
Effective Sunday, July 5, Pastor David Walker will begin his
new journey as pastor at the Dallas United Methodist Church.
Pastor Walker has served as a Local Pastor for 22 years at
churches in State College, York and the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre
Districts. In addition, he also serves as Registrar for Local Pastors and Associate Members for the Susquehanna Conference
Board of Ordained Ministry.
In his ministry to others, one of his greatest joys is introducing
people to the love and grace of Jesus Christ; and to help them
grow in their relationship with Him.
The Dallas United Methodist Church is located on Parsonage Street in Dallas. Sunday services begin at 9:30 AM and the
church is handicapped accessible. Due to COVID 19, those attending church are requested to wear a mask and social distancing is required.

Back Mountain Community News
Serving the Back Mountain and
surrounding areas for over 15 years
with All Good News...
Where Community Matters.
Read online free of charge at
www.communitynewsonline.net

The Slightly Read Bookshop will be reopening Tuesday, July 7!
HOURS: Tuesdays ~ 10:00am – 6:00pm
Saturdays ~ 10:00am – 2:00pm
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Back Mountain group makes masks
for NY Medical Center

Back Mountain resident Kelly Hackett shared this photo of 829 face
masks made by the ladies of Project DJ and other women from the
Back Mountain area. Their usual mission is to make quilts for those in
need. They quickly converted their efforts and used their time, talents
and fabric to help medical professionals and their patients stay safe
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Two shipments were made, totaling
1070 masks, to Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center in Brooklyn NY.
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Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction plans “A Twist on Tradition” Basket Raffle
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
“This year we are going to have
an auction with a twist on the traditional event,” said Martha Butler,
director of the Back Mountain Memorial Library. “We plan to have
a Silent Auction along with food
trucks and ice cream.”
This year’s 74th annual auction
was postponed due to the pandemic
but it has been rescheduled for Friday and Saturday, August 7 and 8.
Gary Dymond is the Auction Chairman.
“One big focus for this year is a
Basket Raffle that will be held in the
library from August 3 through August 8,” said Butler. “We will have
over 75 different baskets for people
to take a chance to win. “The Basket
Raffle is always a popular part of the
annual auction because of the valuable baskets donated by generous
members of the community. Given
the current circumstances, it can be
assumed that the number and quality of the gift baskets for this year’s
“Auction with a Twist” will be even
better than usual.
Tickets for the basket raffle will
cost $20 for 25 tickets and can be
reserved or purchased ahead of time
with a credit card by calling the library at 570-675-1182. You can
make your selections by viewing
the displayed baskets in the library
during regular library hours from
August 3 through August 8. You can
also ask to have your tickets placed
in the raffle for you.
The Auction will be held from 4
to 8 pm, on Friday and Saturday, August 7 and 8 on the library grounds.
There will be no parking available
at the library but shuttle service to
and from the Country Club Shopping Center in Dallas will begin at
3:30 pm on both days.
The Silent Auction will be held
on the stage with some terrific items
available for bidding. Of course, social distancing will limit the number
of people on the stage at any given
time and bidders will need to obtain
their bidder number before proceeding to the stage.
The Auction will also have an
Electronics Tent selling small
electronic devices, DVD’s and vinyl
records. An area for nearly antique

goods will also be set up on the
grounds.
In addition, the Bookstore will
be open with a limit placed on the
number allowed in at any one time.
The Barn will be open and antiques
and collectibles will be pre-priced
for immediate purchase. You will
be able to find lovely old treasures
including furniture, paintings and
specialty glassware.
Local artist Sue Hand will be
returning to celebrate her 30th year
with the auction. Sue will be painting a plein air oil painting of the
library from Huntsville Road including live scenes from this year’s
auction. Rather than auction it over
the block as happened in past years,
Sue’s framed painting will be part
of this year’s Silent Auction. “I have
never done an oil painting there before and I’ve never painted the front
of the old school, either. I am
excited about it,” said Sue. “I will
paint the building ahead of time and
add in the live scenes during the

auction. It will be smaller than most
of the watercolors I have done there
in the past. The frame will be finished and available for viewing at
the Silent Auction.”
Make your plans now to support
the community treasure that is the
Back Mountain Memorial Library
by doing your best to participate in
and enjoy this year’s Auction with a
Twist. Also, buy lots of Basket Raffle tickets! For updates and information about the items in the Basket
Raffle, follow the Back Mountain
Memorial Library on Facebook.
Pictured above right: are some
of the beautiful donations for
this year’s Basket Raffle for the
Auction, including baskets for a
Longaberger Collection, the Pioneer Women, Kindle, Pina Coladas, and a great spa collection.
Tickets are $20 for 25 and can be
purchased by calling the library
at 570-675-1182.
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Dallas teen’s community service project “Read with a Teen”
reaches young readers across the country

Local Dallas High School Freshman, Kai Gomeau, creates a community service project called Read with a Teen
to offer free, 15-minute, virtual reading sessions to emerging and young readers who benefit from reading with an
older peer.
Recently transplanted to Dallas from Amherst, NH, Kai came up with the idea of Read with a Teen after speaking to his guidance counselor in March about the importance of having community service reflected on your high
school transcript – especially if he plans on reaching his ultimate goal of Harvard Law.
Wanting to get started right away with collecting service hours, but dealing with the quarantine restricting physically volunteering anywhere, Kai thought up a perfect way to meld his love of reading into a great community
service project focusing on installing that same love of storytelling and reading to young children. Thanks to the
help of family friends and Facebook, Read with a Teen started off with a bang. During his first week, Kai had 12
readers from four different states, including PA, NH, NY, and CA. During his second week,
he added 2 more readers from MA, which got him thinking, “Why not try to get readers from
each of the 50 states to participate?”
Read with a Teen is now on Week 5, having accumulated more than 19 hours of community service over 76 reading sessions in twelve different states, including MD, NV, OK,
GE, IL, SC and TX!
Because the sessions are virtual via Facebook Video, Facetime, and Zoom, and having
the rest of the summer to fulfill his goal, the sky’s the limit in reaching young readers stateby-state across the country.
For more information about Read with a Teen, please go to Kai Gomeau’s Facebook
page or email him at kzg0112@gmail.com.

Expires 7/31/2020

Expires 7/31/2020
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