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Meadows Nursing Center Auxiliary recently held 
the 31st Annual Market on the Pond

The 31st annual Market on the Pond was held on June 20 on the grounds of the Meadows Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center in Dallas. Those in attendance were able to make purchases from over 120 vendors. All 
proceeds benefit the residents of the Meadows.   Shown in photo above  working at one of the many booths 
that benefit the residents of the Meadows, from left, are: Barbara Pissott, Joann Wright, Rose Ann Bauer, 
and Diane Sickler.                                                                More photos from the “Market on the Pond” - page 
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Food Pantry hosts  “No Hungry 
Tummies” Program for the Summer
           Several years ago, the Board of Directors of the Back Mountain 
Food Pantry, located at the Trucksville United Methodist Church, de-
cided to create a summer program to provide extra food for school age 
children during the months of June, July and August.  The children are 
home all day and cannot take advantage of school breakfasts and lunches.  
They might otherwise go hungry except for the extra assistance given by 
this innovative program.
           While all non-perishable foods are needed and welcome at any time, 
the greatest needs to make this program work are breakfast and lunch 
foods that children can easily open or prepare for themselves.  These 
items include: cold cereal, instant oatmeal, evaporated and condensed 
milk, peanut butter and jelly, juice, macaroni and cheese, tuna fish, Spam, 
canned fruit, soup, granola bars, and prepared Jell-O and pudding.
          Individuals or groups wishing to donate nonperishable food may 
call the pantry at 696-2917 for information or to arrange a mutually con-
venient time for our volunteers on duty to receive the food.  Food may 
also be dropped off at the following locations during regular operating 
hours: Cooks Pharmacy, Rt. 309 in Shavertown, Hilbert’s Tractor Store, 
Rt. 415 in Dallas and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rt. 118, Dallas.  Mon-
etary donations may be mailed to the Back Mountain Food Pantry, c/o 
Trucksville United Methodist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville, 
PA  18708.

Harveys Lake Recreational Committee 
plans Lake Fest Celebration
      The Harvey’s Lake Recreational Committee is a group of members 
who plan and organize recreational activities for the community. These 
activities enhance the quality of the Lake’s community and welcome all 
the visitors who enjoy the beauty of Pennsylvania’s largest natural lake.
      Unique fundraising has allowed the Committee to buy a computer for 
the borough, sponsor Easter Parties, Halloween Parties, and plan for the 
annual Lake Fest celebration to be held July 24th, 25th, & 26th 2015 at 
the Beach Club.
     Lake Fest attracts people of all generations to our remarkable water-
front to experience a variety of crafts, free children’s activities, food and 
refreshments, a fireman’s parade, music and, of course, boating. It is a 
celebration for children, families and adults of all ages.
        Included in the event is The Festival of Baskets. The Baskets are 
a fun way to raise money and increase awareness of local businesses, 
organizations and friends. For this reason the Committee is hoping that 
you can help provide a Basket donation and/or a gift certificate to fill the 
Baskets. 
         If you are interested or have more questions, please contact Judy Sil-
ver at 570-472-4505 or email her at Judyms47@aol.com. All donations 
should be mailed or dropped off at the Harvey’s Lake Municipal Building 
by July 10th. Basket pick-ups can also be arranged. Remember to include 
all promotional information with your Basket donation. The information 
will be inserted/displayed with your donation.

Read the Back Mountain 
Community News Online

Free of Charge at:
www.communitynewsonline.net 

27th Annual  Craft, Vendor Sale
    Join us on  Saturday, July 18, at the Dallas Chapter Eastern Star Hall, 15 
Foster Street, Dallas, (Behind CVS Drugstore) from 9:00 to 3:00. Rain or 
Shine. Inside and Outside Venders. 
     Come out do some shopping & enjoy lunch with a friend. Eastern Star 
members will be serving lunch - Whimpies, Hot Dogs,  Haluski & Des-
serts.  “Our Famous Welsh Cookies” will be for sale & they freeze well.     
For information  call Dianne Corby at 570-675-4893.

Boback Notifies 
Residents About 
Unclaimed 
Property
         In an effort to inform residents 
of the 117th District about the pro-
cess for obtaining unclaimed prop-
erty returned to the Pennsylvania 
Treasury, Rep. Karen Boback (R-
Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) is 
sending letters to those who are on 
the list. 
     “Many people are surprised to 
learn that they are owed unclaimed 
property by the Commonwealth,” 
Boback said. “If anyone in my dis-
trict gets a letter from my office stat-
ing we may have located property 
they are entitled to, call our district 
office and my staff will be happy to 
assist them through the process.” 
      Last year, more than $115 million 
in unclaimed property was returned, 
according to the Pennsylvania Trea-
sury Department, which administers 
the program. The most common 
types of unclaimed property are 
dormant bank accounts, stocks and 
dividends, certificates of deposit, 
uncashed payroll checks, uncollect-
ed utility deposits, unclaimed life 
insurance benefits, unredeemed gift 
certificates, and items abandoned in 
safe deposit boxes or held in police 
department stolen property files. 
      The Treasury is only required to 
advertise the names of people, busi-
nesses or organizations owed prop-
erty valued in excess of $250. The 
names appear in the newspaper only 
one time, even though they may be 
owed multiple pieces of property, 
Boback explained. 
      To search for unclaimed proper-
ty, visit the Treasury Department’s 
website, www.patreasury.gov, and 
follow the simple instructions. As 
always, for assistance with obtain-
ing unclaimed property or any other 
state government-related issue, 
please contact Boback’s district of-
fices, either in Dallas at (570) 675-
6000 or in Tunkhannock at (570) 
836-4777.
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Grief Support 
Group
        A Grief Support Group is 
available at River of Life Fellow-
ship Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, 
Lehman, on an  as-needed basis.  
If you need help, or just someone 
to talk to, call Denise at 570-639-
2115 for further information.

Men’s Breakfast 
Group meets 
weekly
      The Back Mountain Men’s Ec-
umenical Group  meets at the Irem 
Country Club for their  weekly 
breakfast meetings at  8:00 a.m. on 
Tuesdays.       All men are welcome 
to join the group as they share fun,  
fellowship and faith. 

Exercise Class
        Sweet Valley Church of Christ 
at 5439 Main Rd., Sweet Valley 
will have free Ladies Exercise 
Classes on Monday mornings at 
9am. Please dress appropriately 
and bring a exercise mat & water-
bottle.  844-782-2266 for details.

Ham Dinner  
Family Style
     Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire 
Company, Sweet Valley, will serve 
a ham dinner on Saturday, July 25.   
Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30.  Take-
outs begin at 4:00.  Adults $10.00, 
children under 12 are $5.00 and 
children under 6 eat free.  Call 570-
477-5121 for more information.

Wyoming Valley 
Civil War Round-
table announces 
July meeting
       The Wyoming Valley Civil War 
Roundtable will meet on Thursday, 
July 9, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
lower level of the Daddow-Isaacs 
American Legion, 730 Memorial 
Highway, Dallas, PA.  
   Local Author Dr. William V. 
Lewis, Jr., along with his daughter, 
Maddie Lewis, will present a pro-
gram on the “Fishing Creek Con-
federacy”.
     The program is open to the pub-
lic.  A three dollar donation will be 
accepted for non-members. New 
members are always welcome.
 For information contact 
John at (570) 675-8936.

Concert to be held at Shavertown 
United Methodist Church
     Tim Zimmerman and The King’s Brass in Concert on Wednesday, July 
15th, at 7:00 P.M.  Tim Zimmerman and The King’s Brass will present a 
concert of patriotic music, big band favorites, marches, hymns with a con-
temporary flair and more…Something for everyone! The King’s Brass fea-
tures three trumpets, three trombones, a tuba, percussion and keyboards.  
      Formed over three decades ago, the King’s Brass is comprised of profes-
sional musicians from across the country who desire to use the instruments 
they love to lead others in praise and worship.  All are welcome!  The sanc-
tuary is air-conditioned.    A free will offering will be received. SUMC is 
located at 163 N. Pioneer Ave., Shavertown.  Phone: 570-675-3616.
          Concert is sponsored by the Fine Arts Committee of SUMC.  

Celebrate the 4th of July Safely 
Don’t Drink & Drive!
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Through a community partnership with Mountain Fresh Supermar-
ket and eScrip, the Ross Elementary Parent-Teacher Organization 
has raised $1,900 for the 2014 fiscal year.  The Ross Elementary PTO 
has been a key partner in the eScrip Program since it was introduced 
through ShurSave’s Mountain Fresh Market in 2010.  Nationwide, 
the eScrip Community Funding System has contributed more than 
$400 million in support of education programs.  The Ross Elemen-
tary School PTO is among the top 300 participating organizations in 
the entire Eastern U.S. Region!  It is in the top 10 among those in the 
ShurSave territory.  On behalf of the Ross Elementary PTO, we’d like 
to thank the generous residents of the Back Mountain along with the 
Mountain Fresh Supermarket for participating in this fantastic part-
nership fundraising opportunity. dults shown in photo above, from left 
are:  Michelle Davies, PTO Vice President; Lori Bednarek, Principal; 
Melissa Lukavitch, PTO Secretary; Heather Hospodar, PTO Presi-
dent.  Photo by:  Mr. Kelly Keddington, National Development Direc-
tor, Electronic Scrip Inc. (eScrip).

Ross Elementary PTO Among Top 
Fundraisers in EScript Program

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      The 31st annual Market on the 
Pond was held on June 20 on the 
grounds of the Meadows Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center in Dal-
las. 
     Those in attendance were able 
to make purchases from over 120 
vendors. All proceeds benefit the 
residents of the Meadows.

Meadows Nursing Center Auxiliary recently held 
the 31st Annual Market on the Pond

Photo right: selling tickets for the 
Basket Raffle at the Market on 
the Pond, from left, are Geri Wil-
liams, Fran Dierolf, and Cookie 
Fetterman.

Photo right: Vol-
unteers working 
at this year’s Mar-
ket on the Pond 
included, from 
left, Diana Yas-
kiewicz, Charles 
Kishbaugh, Chuck 
Healy, and Gary 
Kirk.

Enjoying a visit to the market on the Pond, from left, 
are Andrew Kirk, Alexa Kirk Schlichter and her hus-
band Nate Schlichter.

The Market on the Pond was a great family out-
ing for, from left, Kaitlyn, Rebecca, Kelly and Mike 
Meehan of Harvey’s Lake.



Community News • July 2015 • Page 5

This year marks the 25th anniversary of a “Hand-painted Auction” as Sue Hand continues the tradition 
of painting onsite during the community’s beloved four-day event.  It also marks the 10th year that two of 
her students have joined her in painting the Auction festivities. Joining Sue this year will be two of her high 
school art students, Carolyn Kerkowski, a junior at Lake-Lehman High School and Allie Stallard, a junior 

at Dallas High School. Both stu-
dents won awards at the Suzanne 
Maria Rossetti Memorial Juried 
art contest this past March. 
All three paintings produced by 
the auction art team will go over 
the auction block on Sunday eve-
ning, July 12, to raise money in 
support of the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library.  Visitors to 
the Auction will see the artworks 
come to life, July 9, 10 and 11, the 
three days preceding the auction 
of their paintings. Shown in pho-
to above are: Allie Stallard, Sue 
Hand, and Carolyn Kerkowski.

25th Anniversary of a “Hand-Painted Auction” 
as Sue Hand continues the Annual Tradition

Thursday, July 9th 
through Sunday, July 12 

Bidding begins
nightly at 6:00pm 

Vendors open at 5:00pm
Don’t miss the Annual 
Children’s Auction on

Saturday, July 11 at 10am! 

Clothes Closet announces dates, hours 
       The Clothes Closet at River of Life Fellowship Ministries, 22 Outlet 
Road, Lehman will be closed on Saturday, July 4th.  Effective for the months 
of July, August, September and October, the Clothes Closet will be open on 
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month only, from 12 until 2 p.m.   Clothing 
is FREE, but monetary donations for items taken will be accepted (but are 
not required).  Clothing donations to the Clothes Closet are not needed at this 
time, but we thank those who have previously contributed items.
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Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center 
Holds “Moving Up Ceremony”

Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center recently held its Kin-
dergarten “Moving Up Ceremony” to honor the Kindergarten gradu-
ates.  The children performed a delightful program that included 
singing, dancing, and sharing of their favorite Kindergarten memo-
ries.  Highlights of the evening included their performance of Stevie 
Wonders “I Just Called To Say I Love You”, Jack Johnson’s “Upside 
Down” and an adaptation of New York, New York titled “First Grade, 
First Grade”.  The children received their Kindergarten Diploma and 
enjoyed dinner with their friends and families.  Congratulations to the 
TECEC Class of 2015! Shown in photo above are, kneeling in front:  
Gemma Ciravolo, James Manasco, Eleanor Greenfield, Noah Nikita, 
Lily Horsefield, and Chase Kresge. Standing behind are: Aide Sue Col-
lins, Braden O’Brien, Ryan Roman, Marissa Greco, Owen Wielgosz, 
Danielle Cramton, Spencer Long, Isaac Switzer,  and Teacher Tina 
Kravits.

Bountiful Gifts, LLC Friends Around the 
Easel recently hosted a meet, greet event

A June meet and greet event was recently held at Bountiful Gifts, 
LLC, Friends Around the Easel on Memorial Highway in Dallas. This 
networking event gave local businesses and members of the Luzerne 
County Chamber a chance to meet other business owners within and 
around the community.  Shown above in photo are: Lynn Marie Busch 
and Rita Busch, owners of Bountiful Gifts, LLC., Friends Around the 
Easel, Joe Carey (center), Co-Founder of the Luzerne County Cham-
ber.



Community News • July 2015 • Page 7



Community News • July 2015 • Page 8

NOW OPEN
Thursdays ~ Fridays ~ Saturdays ~ Sundays

Members of Boy Scout Troop 281 of Dallas placed flags on the graves of veterans at three cemeteries in Dal-
las for Memorial Day. Gathered above, front row are:  Mathew Oley, Patrick Frame, Ben Higgins, Colby 
Zern, Jacob Seymour, and Michael Williams. Second row: Nick Guzzo, DeClan Dixon, Michael Strunk, 
Joey Sabatini, Nick Moshey, Jimmy Ruane, Carter Marso,  and David Oley. Third row:  Drake Dettore, 
Ivan Gingo, Ryan Kelly, Scott Alexander, Ethan Kolojejchick, Vladimir Gingo, Matthew Schnable, Jarod 
Blockus,  and Hunter Zimmerman. Fourth row: Carl Postupak, Kyle Zern, Jeff Buscher, Alex Perry, Zack 
Dixon, Eric Davies, Rusty Coolbaugh, and Michael Smith. Fifth row: Mike Zern, JP Moshey, Josh Frankev-
ich, Jared Casaldi, Stephen Lofing, John Macey,  and Paul Smith.

The ninth annual Gate of Heaven Summer Music Camp will take 
place during the week of July 27-31 from 9:30 AM to Noon daily at the 
Church, 40 Machell Ave., Dallas. The camp is open to youth age eight 
through fifteen free of charge. Campers will take part in daily choir 
rehearsals in preparation for a youth liturgy at 11:30 AM on August 
2nd. Deacon Tom Cesarini will present daily lessons to the campers fo-
cusing on the weekend readings and on the Biblical basis of the prayers 
during Mass as well as for other familiar Catholic prayers. In addition 
to choir rehearsals, there will be daily game time and snacks. A pool 
party will take place on the final day of camp, and an ice cream social, 
sponsored by the Altar and Rosary Society of the church, will follow 
the weekend liturgy. To register, or for more information, call 570-675-
2121.  Shown in photo above are several of the younger members of the 
Gate of Heaven Youth Choir following a recent rehearsal. Back row: 
Delanie Neil, Melanie Selner and Morgan Patla. Front row: Brooke 
Higgins, Aidan Niebauer and Cienna Pace.

Boy Scouts  honored Veterans for Memorial Day

Annual Gate of Heaven Summer 
Music Camp planned for July

Franklin Twp. Fire Company 
sponsors Square Dance in July
       The Roger Furman Band will be playing and calling for the Square 
Dance on July 11, 2015 from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm. Doors and kitchen 
will open at 6:00pm. Food and refreshments will be available.
    The  Square Dance sponsored by the Franklin Township Fire Com-
pany Ladies Auxiliary will be held  at the Fire Hall located at 329 Orange 
Road, Dallas ,Pa. 18612   (also known as the Village of Orange).  Admis-
sion is $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under 12.  All welcome.
   For more information call Lisa (570) 333-5912 or Betty Lou (570) 
333-4626.
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June Hayes, Dallas, very dear mother of Cholly Hayes, Dallas & June Hayes, Jr., California; and grand-
mother of Charlie ‘The Commander” Hayes III, Dallas, and Michelle Hayes Firmstone, Waymart; and 
great grandmother of Charlie Hayes IV and Logan Hayes; celebrated her 90th Birthday at Grotto Pizza 
at Harveys Lake, on Saturday, June 6. Family and friends greeted June with birthday wishes. A song of 
congratulations with witty words written especially for June by Bobby Zampetti was played on accordion.  
Shown in photo above, family and friends of June Hayes, who gathered on the occasion of her 90th birthday, 
from left, are (Seated) Cathie Kobbe, Cholly Hayes, June Hayes, Sr., June Hayes, Jr., and Michelle Firm-
stone.  (Standing) Joe Malak, Susie Malak, Sally Steinkirchner, Ruth Teti, Jean Duda, Laura Rydgewski, 
and Betty Karwaski.                                                                                                  Submitted by Bobby Zampetti

June Hayes of Dallas celebrates her 90th birthday

Come out and celebrate with St. Paul’s Lutheran Church at Summer-
fest 2015, Saturday, July 25, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The day beings with 
a blood drive at 9 a.m. and the 2nd annual Laps of Love cancer ben-
efit walk at 10 a.m. The Summerfest fun continues throughout the day 
with delicious food and baked goods; informative safety demonstra-
tions; furry, four-legged visitors; local vendors; a gift basket silent auc-
tion; a classic car cruise hosted by the Hi-Lites Motor Club; an antique 
tractor display and so much more! 
Registration is now open for the blood drive and Laps of Love. More 
information is available at www.stpaulsdallaspa.org. Click on What’s 
Happening; then select Upcoming Events. Or call the church office at 
570-675-3859. Shown in photo above are some of the members of St. 
Paul’s Church that helped at a previous Summerfest event. 

Come out and celebrate with 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

at Summerfest 2015
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    Registration for the 3.1 mile 
event is at 8:30 AM at the Anderson 
Sports Complex of Misericordia 
University, with the race beginning 
at 9:30 AM. Pre-registration is sug-
gested with the first 300 registrants 
guaranteed an “official” event t-
shirt! Walk-ups will be accepted on 
race day. 
    Proceeds from the Walk/Run will 
benefit the vital services of Help 
Line/211, a free 24/7 information, 
referral and after hours crisis an-
swering service. Persons needing 
to make specific inquiries regard-
ing human services can now dial 
211. The new Help Line/211 Tex-
ting Service will be available as of 
July 1, 2015.  For more information 
about the Walk/Run, sponsorship 
or to register a team, please contact 
FSANEPA at (570) 823-5144 or 
email rkemmerer@fsanepa.org
    Shown in photo seated from 
left are: Ruth Kemmerer, Chief 
Advancement Officer, FSA; Tom 
Foley, Director of FSA’s Help 
Line/211, Atty. Megan Kennedy, 
Event Chair. Standing behind are: 
Toni Cisowski, FSA Board Mem-
ber, Mike Zimmermen, CEO, FSA, 
Lindsey Riddell, Misericordia Uni-
versity Team Captain, Joanita Salla, 
Event Committee Member, Cathy 
Beretski, Event Committee Mem-
ber.

Pauly Friedman 5K Family Walk / Run to be held in August
    Family Service Association of 
Northeastern PA (FSA  NEPA) will 
conduct their 7th Annual Pauly 
Friedman 5K Family Walk Run on 
Sunday, August 9th at Misericordia 
University, Dallas, PA. Mark the 
date in your calendar and join us as 
we bring generations of families to-
gether to support the Help Line/211 
Program. 
    FSA NEPA proudly holds this 
annual event in memory of Pauly 
Friedman, former Board member 
at FSA NEPA, known to many in 
the community for her leadership, 
compassion and volunteerism.  
Pauly’s focus and philanthropic in-
terests were always centered round 
the family and the Walk/Run has 
been developed as a family-ori-
ented event offering a variety of 
activities for children including bal-
loon artistry, face painting, the WB-
Scranton Rail Riders, and Tux, the 
WB-Scranton Penguins Mascots, 
as well as the Misericordia Cougar. 
    According to Mike Zimmerman, 
Chief Executive Officer of FSA 
NEPA, Atty. Megan Kennedy, of 
Mountaintop, will serve as Chair-
person for this year’s event. Atty. 
Kennedy who herself is an avid 
runner, currently serves as the Sec-
retary of the FSA NEPA Board of 
Directors, and has been involved 
with the annual Walk/Run for the 
past six years. 
     Atty. Kennedy is the Executive 
Director for the First Federal Chari-
table Fund and has served in that  
position since 2004. Atty. Kennedy 
is also is a member of the Lower 
Luzerne County Bar Association 
and the Luzerne County Bar As-
sociation. In addition to her work 
with FSA NEPA, Atty. Kennedy 
also serves on the King’s College 
President’s Council, and Hazle-
ton Rotary Foundation. She also 
serves on the Penn State Highacres 
Advisory Council, the Non-Profit 
Community Assistance Center, and 
the Mountaintop Youth Soccer As-
sociation. Atty. Kennedy is married 
to Judge Joseph Sklarosky, Jr. and 
they have four children, Katie, Jack,    
Matthew             and             Norah. 

We’re FREE online for your convenience
        Read the Community News free online 

at: www.communitynewsonline.net 

Roads to be 
closed for the 
Auction
    Dallas Borough Council announces 
the following roads will be marked 
as one way directional for traffic 
on July 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th in 
the best interest of public safety in 
association with the 68th Annual 
Back Mountain Memorial Library 
Auction: Franklin Street – One Way 
directional traffic from Huntsville 
Road toward Main Street. Lehman 
Avenue – One Way directional traf-
fic from Machell Avenue toward 
Huntsville Road. Norton Avenue 
– One Way directional traffic from 
Huntsville Road to Machell Avenue.  
Please forward any questions and / 
or comments to the Borough Man-
ager’s Office 570-675-1389.

Celebrate the 4th of July Safely - Don’t Drink & Drive!
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Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire Company
announces fund raiser dates
       The Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire Company would like to announce the dates for our 
2015 fundraising dinners.  Our dinners are Family style, all you can eat (with the exception 
of dessert).  Sit down serving is from 4:30 pm until 6:30 pm.  Take-outs are available start-
ing at 4:00 pm.  Cost is $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 6-11, children under 6 are free.            
The dates are as follows:  July 25 - Ham; August 22 - Beef; September 26 - Ham; October 
24 - Beef and November 14 - Ham.

Boback Announces District Outreach Events 
      In order to address questions and concerns of residents of the 117th Legislative District, Rep. 
Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today announced her satellite hours and out-
reach events for the month of July.
        A member of Boback’s staff will be available at the following locations: Wednesday, July 8, 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Falls Senior Center, 2813 Sullivans Trail in Falls.  Tuesday, July 14, 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Hunlock Creek Municipal Building, located at 33 Village Drive in 
Hunlock Creek. Wednesday, July 15, from 10 a.m. to noon, at the Sweet Valley Church of Christ 
Multipurpose Building, 5439 Main Road, Sweet Valley. Tuesday, July 21, from 10 a.m. to noon 
at the Benton Township Community Center, located at 16043 Route 407 in Fleetville. In an effort 
to address federal issues across Boback’s district, U.S. Rep. Lou Barletta (R-11) hosts a monthly 
casework day at her district office in Dallas, located at 1108 Twin Stacks Drive. 
      Patrick Rogan, a caseworker for Barletta, will be available on Friday, July 10, from 10 a.m. to 
noon, at Boback’s Dallas office. He will be available to help constituents who are having problems 
with federal agencies and programs, and constituents are encouraged to bring documents they have 
received from federal agencies related to their issues.  These hours are scheduled for the second 
Friday in July due to the Independence Day holiday.
       Boback will also hold veterans assistance hours at her Tunkhannock office, in cooperation with 
the American Legion, on Wednesday, July 1, from 10 a.m. to noon, at her district office, located at 
608 Hunter Highway, Suite 110, in Tunkhannock. 
      A claims consultant from the American Legion will provide the assistance.  Area veterans may 
seek assistance and information pertaining to specific benefits and programs. Additional meetings 
will be held on the first Wednesday of every month.
      Boback will host veterans’ assistance hours at her Dallas district office on Tuesday, July 21, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
    On Monday, July 6, Joe May from the Mobile Veterans Center will visit the Tunkhannock district 

office, from 10 a.m. to noon.  Services are available by appointment only.  
Some of the services available for veterans and their dependents include in-
dividual, group, family and bereavement counseling, medical referrals, as-
sistance in applying for Veterans Affairs benefits, employment counseling, 
guidance and referrals, and alcohol and drug assessments.   For more legisla-
tive information, visit Boback’s website at RepBoback.com.



Rep. Karen Boback to hold Senior Expo in August
     In an effort to educate area senior 
citizens about the variety of public 
and private programs and services 
available to them, Rep. Karen Boback 
(R/Wyoming/Luzerne/Lackawanna) 
will host her Annual Senior Expos for 
residents of the 117th Legislative Dis-
trict in August.
      “Senior citizens comprise one of 
the largest segments of our popula-
tion, and here in Pennsylvania, we 
have a wealth of public and private 
programs and services available to 
them,” Boback said. “These expos are designed to bring representatives from these agencies and groups together and 
allow senior citizens to learn more about them and to ask questions, all under one roof.”  The first Senior Expo, in 
conjunction with Misericordia University, will be held Wednesday, Aug. 5, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Banks Student 
Life Center. The university is located at 301 Lake St., Dallas.  There is no cost to attend, and light refreshments will be 
served. The second Senior Expo will be held on Thursday, October 1st, also from 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Triton Hose 
Company, located at 116 W. Tioga St. in Tunkhannock. More information is available at www.RepBoback.com. 
     Shown in photo above Rep. Karen Boback met with officials from local agencies which assist seniors citizens and 
with Misericordia University officials to discuss plans for this year’s Senior Expo. From left are: Betty Sorchick, The 
Meadows Nursing Home; Tom Botzman, president, Misericordia University; Dr. James Ziegler, Family Hearing Cen-
ter; Rep. Karen Boback; Mary Erwine, president, Erwine Home Health Care; and Annette Grella, Luzerne/Wyoming 
County Area Agency on Aging.
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News from the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library
      The Back Mountain Memorial Library’s 
69th Annual Auction will be held on July 9th, 
10th, 11th and 12th!  Just in case you’ve never 
attended this popular four-day summer event, read on (and take notes!)  
You don’t want to miss the fun, frenzy and especially the one-of-a-kind 
bargains you’re guaranteed to find at the Auction, which will be located 
on library grounds at 96 Huntsville Road, Dallas.  Parking will be limited, 
so you may want to take advantage of the free shuttle bus, which will 
make continuous runs from its pick-up point in the Thomas’ Market park-
ing lot at the Country Club Shopping Center located on Rt. 309 in Dallas 
Township.
   Bargains can be found in all areas of the Auction, including the Nearly 
Olde Booth; Odds & Ends tent; Jewels, Gems and Accessories booth; 
Slightly Read Bookshop and Book Tent; Flower Tent; Tisket-a-Tasket 
Booth; Grandma’s Attic and of course, the main attraction:  the Auction 
block.  Also, come hungry because there will be many delicious choices 
for all tastes!
    For a one-time purchase of $5.00, potential bidders may buy a “Bid 
Number”, which will be assigned to them to use throughout the four days.  
You may also just watch the auction, but if you do want a chance to bid 
on the vast array of New Goods and Antiques, stop at the small tent to the 
left of the stage, to get started!
    Parents will be interested to know that the popular Children’s Games 
area will also return this year, as well as Bid Time Events, held inside the 
Children’s Room and scheduled as follows: Friday, July 10, from 7 pm 
and 8 pm – Keith Culver, local magician. Saturday, July 11 at 7 pm “Birds 
of Prey” Rebecca Lesko, Endless Mountains Nature Center and  Sunday, 
July 12 from 7 to 9 pm – Balloons by “JustIncredible”
        The Children’s Auction will once again be held on the Saturday morn-
ing of Auction days…this year on Saturday, July 11 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
There will be toys, dolls, bikes, board games, sporting equipment of all 
kinds … all ready to bid on.  (Children and their parents will be pleased to 
hear the very reasonable and affordable starting bids on these treasures!)
     Thank you, once again, to everyone that donated so many items, both 
old and brand new, for this year’s auction.  Due to limited space in the 
library’s storage areas, however, household, miscellaneous Odds & Ends 
items and books can no longer be accepted.  We would sincerely appreci-
ate it if you would retain these items until next year’s auction.   
       Before your summer calendars fill up with vacation plans, you may 
want to set aside a few hours to volunteer at the auction.  Call your friends 
and volunteer as a group.  It’s a great way to support the library and join 
in the fun.  Stop by the library’s Front Desk soon to schedule your spot.  
Even one hour of time is so helpful and much appreciated.  There are 
many areas to choose from including working at the Book Tent/Book-
shop, Nearly Olde Tent, Odds & Ends Tent, Tisket-a-Tasket Booth and 
Grandma’s Attic…just to name a few.  Volunteers, age 12 and up are also 
needed for the Auction Set Up days, which will be on Monday, July 6, 7th 
and 8th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  A free lunch is provided on each of 
these days. 
    The library will be closed on Saturday, July 4 to celebrate the Fourth of 
July.  It will re-open on Monday, July 6 at 9:30 a.m. with regular hours. 
Also, a reminder that the library will be closing early on Thursday, July 9; 
Friday, July 10 and Saturday, July 11 at 12:30 p.m. (days of the Auction).  
     Beginning this summer, the library’s much anticipated Farmer’s Mar-
ket will be held at its new location at the Dallas Elementary School park-
ing lot, located on Hildebrandt Road, Route 309 in Dallas Township. This 
change will provide for a greater ease in parking and more time to think 
about your summer recipes!  The Farmers’ Market will be held each Sat-
urday, beginning on July 18 through October 3.  The hours will be from 9 
am to 2 pm.  Be sure to stop by for the freshest selection of produce, baked 
goods and so much more!  All proceeds will still benefit the library. 
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Alzheimer’s Support Group meets 
monthly at the Meadows Nursing 
Center 
    The Meadows Nursing & Rehab. Center hosts an Alzheimer’s 
Support Group on the first Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Meadows board room. This support group benefits caregivers by 
providing the opportunity to address their concerns and learn about 
the newest developments in the treatment of this disease.   
    For more information, call (570) 675-8600, extension 115 or 195.

The Trucksville United Methodist Church, 21 W. Church Road, Trucksville, recently welcomed fourteen new 
members into membership after completing their confirmation journey.  The students attended Confirmation 
Classes and a Confirmation Retreat with their Mentors at the Pocono Mountain Bible Conference. Ultimately 
Confirmands made a decision to become full time church family members and leaders committed to our 
mission: Making Disciples - Making a Difference!  Rev. Dick Williams and Pastor Ian Hastings officiated 
at Confirmation. Mentors were Nadine Blannett, Rev. Ken Carder, Kristyn Ecenrode, Carol Hadsall, Crys 
Jennings, John Kozokas, Diane Long, Rob Mattson, Staci Miller, Madelyn Roote, Debbie Shilanski, Janette 
Smith, Tracy Schwartz, Barry Wagner and Pam Williams.  If you would like more information about Confir-
mation and our weekly Worship services please contact our Church Office at 570-696-3897, Monday through 
Friday, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  Photo shown above are the 2015 Confirmation Class, 

first row from left: Destiny Taylor, Abby Hastings, Emily Smith, Kait-
lyn Schwartz, and Jared Weisenberger. Second row: Madison Kaufer, 
Hailey Chamberlain, Jensen Meade and Ben Reavy. Third row: Nora 
Luke, Zack Chamberlain, Ashlee Blannett, Jacob Caulkins and Alex 
Jennings.

Trucksville United Methodist Church 2015 Confirmation Class

Lowest Prices 
Guaranteed!

Have a Summer Project?



Mercy Foundation grants to support improvement in care  
and environment at Mercy Center Nursing Unit in Dallas
        The Mercy Center Nursing Unit, 
Inc., in Dallas, Pa., received four 
grants for $120,434  from the Mercy 
Foundation at the third annual Mercy 
Foundation Grant Awards Luncheon 
at Mercy Center, Dallas, Pa., in sup-
port of improving care, technology 
and the living environment of the 
personal care facility.
       Mercy Foundation, Inc., was es-
tablished in 2011 through the gener-
osity of Catholic Healthcare Partners 
as a result of the sale of Mercy Hos-
pital in Scranton, Pa. The founda-
tion is a nonprofit organization that 
is operated exclusively to benefit, 
support, and carry out the religious, 
charitable, educational, and other 
related programs and projects of the 
Sisters of Mercy Mid-Atlantic Community in Lackawanna, Luzerne and Wyoming counties. The foundation hon-
ors the Sisters of Mercy’s legacy of service to develop healthy communities and to commit resources in support of 
programs that respond to the needs of the poor and underserved in the community.
      The Sisters of Mercy are called and committed to a life of service, and are dedicated to the philosophy of their 
foundress, Catherine McAuley, “to serve the needy with courage and compassion.’’ The sisters spend their lives 
teaching and ministering in hospitals, schools and parishes. Their influence and untiring service have touched the 
lives of thousands of people in northeastern Pennsylvania.
       Mercy Center Nursing Unit, Inc. in Dallas, PA is a long-term skilled care unit with 59 beds, licensed in PA. 
Mercy Foundation funding will provide funding for shower room and sound system upgrades, safe-desk chairs and 
window treatments as well as operating funds.  In 2014 the facility was at a 98 percent occupancy level. The facility 
has earned a 4-star rating based on its facility and retention rates, keeping residents at the home well beyond the 
exhaustion of their benefits and ability to pay.
            The Mercy Center Nursing Unit, Inc., in Dallas, Pa., recently received four grants for $120,434  from the 
Mercy Foundation. Participating in the ceremony, from left, seated  are: Judy White, Sister Sara Sweeney, RSM, 
Sister Mary Ellen Fuhrman, RSM, standing are: Sister Toni Manley, RSM, Mark Williams, Sister Mary Ann Dil-
lon, RSM, chair, Mercy Foundation board of directors, Sheila Heck, Pat Edgerton. 
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Seminary Upper School Graduates Back Mountain Seniors

Members of the Class of 2015 from the Back Mountain are: Michael Casey, Dallas; Corinne Conyngham, 
Shavertown; Isabella Del Priore, Dallas; Kelley Gavin, Shavertown; Malcolm Lumia, Dallas; Courtney Mc-
Carthy, Dallas; Larissa McHugh, Hunlock Creek; Madison Nardone, Shavertown; Alexis Quick, Shaver-
town; Adam Rinehouse, Shavertown; Jason Schwartz, Shavertown; Katelyn Stemrich, Sweet Valley; Madi-
son Sweitzer, Dallas; Gabrielle Volpetti, Wyoming; and Sara Zaman, Shavertown. 



Community News • July 2015 • Page 15

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

       The annual Kick Off Dinner for 
the Back Mountain Memorial Li-
brary Auction was held at the Apple 
tree Terrace at Newberry Estates 
on June 8. Despite a torrential rain 
storm, over 100 friends and patrons 
of the library attended the event. 
The highlight of the evening was a 
mini auction featuring items from 
both the New Goods and Nearly 
Old auction committees.

Back Mountain Library Auction Kickoff Dinner recently took place at Appletree Terrace, Dallas

Photo right: Karen Shuster, long-
time Finance Chair for the Li-
brary Auction, is pictured with 
her husband Scott at the start of 
the Kick Off dinner.

Former Auction chairmen, George and Mary Ann Finch, helped out 
at the dinner. Mary Ann prepared all of the baskets for the evening’s 
Basket Raffle.

This year’s Library Auction chairman Stu Kirkwood is pictured with 
Carol Sweeney, publicity chair for the auction.

Attending the annual Kick Off dinner, from left, are Leslie Horoshko, 
Pauline Kutz, and Jim Snyder. All are perennial auction volunteers.
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        Join us on  Wednesday, July 
22 at 5:00 p.m. for a Myofascial Re-
lease: A Holistic Approach to Physi-
cal Therapy.
      Meet Thrive’s Physical Therapy 
practitioner, Chase Susko, who will 
explain the benefits of myofascial 
release and the difference between 
traditional physical therapy and 
this more holistic approach. If you 
have experienced loss of flexibil-
ity or function following an injury 
or if you are experiencing ongoing 
back, shoulder, hip, or pain in any 
area containing soft tissue, this talk 
can be life changing for you. This is 
not a training or certification course 
for Myofascial Release. 5:00pm. 
FREE. RSVP Required.  
      On Sunday, July 26 ... Spiritual 
Meditation Sunday.  Jackie Fettig, 
invites you to share an hour about 
spirit-related topics. Beginning with 
a brief meditation, there will be 
an hour of open dialogue to share 
personal experiences about angels, 
Spirit, and synchronicity. 10am-
11:30am.  FREE. RSVP  required. 
      Join us on Thursday, July 30 for  
“The Truth About Gluten” - Holis-
tic Nutrition Consultant and Holis-
tic Health Care Practitioner, Alyssa 
Opiary, will help answer the ques-
tion, is gluten GOOD or BAD for 
you? There is no doubt that gluten is 
considered a high allergy ingredient 
in foods, but what IS gluten really?
    Learn about gluten’s role in 
health issues such as autoimmune 
disorders and digestive issues. 
Learn what gluten free foods typi-
cally contain and which ones are 
truly healthier. Attend this talk and 
receive 10% off of your first well-
ness exam, nutrition consultation or 
weight loss consultation at Thrive. 
6:30pm – 7:30pm. FREE. RSVP 
required.
     Thrive Wellness Center is locat-
ed at 647 Wyoming Ave, Kingston.  
Please call 570-283-0111 to make 
your reservations for any of the free 
programs listed above. 

Thrive Wellness
in Kingston
offers free classes

Back Mountain 
Community News ... 
It’s All Good News ... 

available at over 90 locations 
free of charge every month! 

The Dallas Lions Club held a dinner meeting at the Checkerboard Inn 
in Trucksville recently in which an award was presented to Lion Joseph 
Canfield for his many years of service to the Lions.  Canfield became 
a Melvin Jones Fellow which is named for the founder of the Interna-
tional Lions Club and is the highest form of recognition in Lionism.  He 
has been a model of exemplary service to the Dallas club and the Back 
Mountain community which it serves.
Canfield joined Lions as a member of the Frackville Lions Club in the 
1960’s and was president in 1966-67 and then relocated to the Back 
Mountain area and joined the Dallas club in 1973.  Since then he has 
served the club as president, secretary and most recently as treasurer.  
He is also the club’s historian.  Pictured above is Joe Canfield (left) 
receiving his award and incoming president, Dr. David Spring.  The 
club meets on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month at the 
Checkerboard Inn.  New members are welcome and anyone interested 
can contact any member of the club for information.

Joseph Canfield recently received 
an award for his service to the

Dallas Lions Club

Benefit for Nicky planned
     Wayne Sorbelli, owner of Wayne’s World at 2611 Memorial Highway, 
Dallas has an amazing son who will be honored by the support of many at a 
benefit to offset immense expenses.  T shirts are on sale, “ Kicking Cancer’s 
Butt one Block at a Time” at the store. In spite of positive news that the 
treatments are working, help is needed to participate in the fundraiser in 
Luzerne because three years of treatments for young Nicky are necessary to 
cure him from this enemy robbing his body of health and happiness.
        Plan to attend the Benefit for Nicky Sorbelli, on Sunday, July 12th, 
from 2:00 to 10:00 pm at Coal City Tavern, Luzerne. $10 or more donation 
at the door.  Raffles, live bands throughout the day and evening, and an auc-
tion of a custom-made Stevie Ray Vaughn Fender Strat.
       For more information call 570-674-1995  or email info@Sorbelli.com 
and on Facebook.

THE FINANCIAL EQUATION:
Don’t Spend More 
Than You Bring Home
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO 
of MF Advisers, Inc.
 
      This article title sounds so simple in theory, 
but it seems to be very difficult in today’s day 
and age to effectively put into practice.  Many people have become far too 
reliant on using credit to get the things that they want (notice I didn’t say the 
things that they need – big difference), instead of doing it the old-fashioned 
way:  saving up the money until you have enough to spend (whatever it 
may be).  What a novel idea, right?
       Often, people spend themselves into debt because they’ve already 
spent the money before they’ve earned it.  This is financially dangerous and 
unhealthy (for a number of reasons), creating household money problems 
– which can lead to stress, arguments (unless you’re single; you only have 
yourself to blame then!), etc.  Living within your means should be the rule 
in the U.S.A., not the exception.
        Unfortunately, our federal government (some states also) is not a good 
financial role model, as our country often spends way more than the tax 
dollars collected.  This leads to our government shutdowns (nonsensical) 
and complaining by both parties that the other is to blame for the mess 
our country is in (productive, right?) at that point in time.  I don’t want to 
get political, but this is an example of not taking responsibility for making 
tough choices on what is truly needed vs. what we want to do (I think the 
Rolling Stones said it best:  You can’t always get what you want).
        Granted, the majority of jobs today don’t quite pay what they used to in 
the past (sorry if you currently can’t find work or are underemployed) but 
we all need to make a budget (yes, I know – the horror!) and actually live 
within that budget.  Many of us need to save money instead of spending 
every dollar before we even have it in our possession.  If you value your fi-
nancial, mental, and physical health, you’ll get off the “spendaholic” cycle 
that many of us have become way too accustomed to and learn to make 
ends meet with what you have.  You owe it to your future self!
      Find an experienced financial advisor who regularly counsels clients 
on spending issues, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her money from fees 
(NOT commissions), believes in having an abundance of investment choic-
es for clients, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesman, 
and chances are you’ve found the right financial advisor to help you pre-
pare and plan for your financial goals.
      For more information, please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, email 
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524.
     About MF Advisers, Inc. MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-only 
RIA firm and fiduciary based in PA & FL specializing in wealth manage-
ment, investment advice, and financial planning.
         With 20+ years of licensed experience, over 10 years of professional 
education, and an unwavering commitment to improving your financial 
situation, MF Advisers, Inc. is the advisory firm to best serve YOU.

Join in the Fun & Excitement at the
Children’s  Auction on the

 Library Grounds, Huntsville Road, Dallas 
Saturday July 11th

Starting at 10am!
                                     Great Toys ...
                                     Great Prices!



             Chiropractic Not Just 
                    for the Back
     Did you know that chiropractic offers effective cor-
rection for problems in the joints of the upper and lower 
limbs (extremities)?
      Doctors of Chiropractic address maladies affecting 
the ankles, knees, wrists, elbows and shoulders with a 
multifaceted approach. First, alignment in the extremi-
ties is influenced by spinal posture. Consequently, a misaligned spine 
may spark a chain reaction that throws limbs slightly out of balance, 
leading to uneven wear on joints.
      Chiropractors examine the spine for areas where movement is re-
stricted or spinal bones (vertebrae) are slightly out of place. These dys-
functional segments are called vertebral subluxations. This condition is 
corrected with specialized, gentle maneuvers called chiropractic adjust-
ments.
     Next, chiropractic care targets the specific joint involved.  This may 
include gentle adjustments to or manipulation of the joint. It may in-
volve physiotherapy techniques or exercises custom tailored to the 
patient’s unqiue circumstances. 
     For additional research on studies showing how chiropractic helps 
joints in the extremities, call Drs. Roberta Klein, Nathanael Klein, Al-
bert Klein and Ross Spencer, chiropractors and holistic care providers at 
(570) 675-3833 today. Drs. Klein use a Soft Touch Technique without 
the twisting, turning, cracking or popping of the joints.  Chiropractic 
creates no dangerous side effects, it’s all natural!
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KLEIN CHIROPRACTIC
Wellness Column 

Presented by: Roberta Klein, LDN, D.C. 
Nathanael Klein D.C., Albert Klein, D.C. 

and Ross Spencer, D.C.

Call Drs. Klein and Spencer, chiropractors and holistic-care provides at 
(570) 675-3833 today to make an appointment. Drs. Klein and 
Spencer are currently accepting new patients. It’s not true to say 

everything possible is being done, unless chiropractic is included!! 

history, biographies, classics and 
cookbooks.
        “Thursday night is Family Night 
with special events for families at-
tending the auction,” said Carol 
Sweeney, publicity chair. “Also, on 
Friday and Saturday nights we will 
have an hour for women and another 
hour set aside for men’s and sports 
items. We will auction off some 
special jewelry and designer hand-
bags during the women’s hour and 
various men’s themed items during 
their hour.” On Sunday, there will 
be a special salute to our veterans.
         Sunday night is also special 
because that is when the three paint-
ings done during the auction by lo-
cal artist Sue Hand and some of her 
students will be auctioned over the 
block. 
     Bid Time stories for children un-
der the supervision of Susan Lazur 
will be held inside the library every 
night of the auction. The Children’s 
Games and Sand Art will also be at 
this year’s event.
        Parking and shuttle service 
for this year’s auction has changed. 
“We will have handicapped accessi-
ble busing available this year,” said 
Jim Snyder, chair of the grounds 
committee. “G. Davis Bus Com-
pany will be picking up from the 
Country Club Shopping Center in 
Dallas (in front of Thomas’s Mar-
ket) and shuttling to and from the 
library throughout the auction.
          The huge four day event ben-
efits our local library so community 
participation is always appreciated 
and, besides that, it is great fun for 
the family and a wonderful opportu-
nity to visit with old friends and eat 
some great food. Volunteers and do-
nations for things like baked goods, 
jewelry, and plants are still needed. 
        For more information, call 
the library at 570-675-1182. Like 
the auction at www.facebook.com/
BMMLAuction for a chance to win 
a free bidder card. 

69th annual Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction 
will be held on the Library Grounds July 9 to July 12
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

    The 69th annual Back Mountain 
Memorial Library Auction will be 
held on the library grounds from 
Thursday through Sunday, July 9 to 
July 12. 
      The bidding starts each evening 
at 6:00 pm but the grounds open for 
vendors and tents at 5 pm. Many of 
the favorite vendors like Ochman’s 
Coins and Jewelry and Ranch 
Wagon will be joined this year by 
the Old House Café, Panana Man, 
Earth & Wears, Ramblin Rose De-
signs and the Good Hive. Enjoy 
foods ranging from burgers and hot 
dogs, to wraps, fudge, ice cream, 
fresh lemonade and specialty nuts.
       The auction committee decided 
to revamp the style for this year with 
more of an Arts and Crafts feel. The 
huge Odds & Ends tent that took 
up so much space and was its own 
rummage sale will bedownsized 
this year and located on a different   
section        of         the      grounds. 

There will still be lots of Odds and 
Ends but there will be more quality 
and less quantity. Also, small elec-
tronics will be located in a separate 
area and everything is being tested 
ahead of time to be sure things are 
working properly. 
      In addition, since the library now 
has its own space for selling show-
cased items throughout the year, 
holiday items will be very limited in 
the auction tents. 
     “The theme is ‘The Year of the 
Bidder,’” said Stu Kirkwood, Auc-
tion Chairman. “We are focusing 
more on the auction itself. We are 
also going to have the feel of an 
Artisan’s Row with the tents.” The 
favorite tents will still be there, 
though, including Nearly Old, 
Plants, Baskets and Wreaths, Small 
Furniture, and Jewelry, Gems and 
Accessories. Of course, there will 
also be a Book Tent and there will 
be plenty of children’s books and 
games. The Slightly Read Book-
shop will be open throughout the 
auction with its huge collection of 
gently   used  fiction,  non -f iction, 

Deadline to submit classified ads for the August issue is Monday, July 27th.
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The Dallas Lion Club celebrated Arbor Day by donating Kousa Dogwood trees to the fifth grade class at 
Dallas Elementary and Wycallis Elementary.  It is hoped that the students will have a greater appreciation 
and understanding of the importance of trees in our environment.  Shown inphoto above, from left are:  Ka-
tie Zeyher, Logan Paczewski, Thomas Traver, Elementary School Principal, Joe Czarnecki, President and 
Arbor Day Chairman, Dr. Amy Pavia, Elementary School Math Coordinator, Evelyn Toennes and Morgan 
Sakulich.

Shavertown United Methodist Church plans Vacation Bible School

Shavertown United Methodist invites all children to get ready to experience God’s unstoppable love at the 
G-Force Adventure Park Vacation Bible School. The fun begins on July 26 and ends July 29, from dinner 
5:30; program 6:15-8:00 at Shavertown United Methodist, 163 N Pioneer Ave, Shavertown.  This program 
is free and open to everyone ages 3 and up. Please visit www.shavertownumc.com to register or call 570-675-
3616 with any questions. Pictured above from left are: Matthew Oley, Josh Jackubowski, Madison Bullock, 
Makenzie Hrivnak, Landon Harvatine, Makayla Kelly, Katie Kelly, and Allison Hrivnak.

Dallas Lion Club celebrated Arbor Day by donating Dogwood 
Trees to the  Dallas, Wycallis Elementary Schools

Amore’ - Bridal Buzz
          Happy summer!   Lots of changes are going 
on at Amore.  What started as a small remodeling 
project to organize all of my beads and findings 
has turned into a much larger project thanks to 
me.  It is so true that one project leads to another.  
I decided that I no longer like my flooring, so 
new laminate is being installed.  Then I did not 
like my ceiling, so new lights and repairing and 
painting my ceiling are the next project.  I can 
envision the end result and know it is so worth 
it.  What that means to you, my awesome customers and friends, is I am 
announcing that I have too much inventory - way too much - pearls, rhine-
stones, veils, wedding accessories, etc  ….   Sale going on the entire month, 
savings up to 75% off our already low prices.  Stop in and check it out for 
yourself.
        The bridal styles trending now are sweetheart necklines with lots of 
beading across the top and towards the bottom hemline. Veils that look 
best with this style are the ones that have scattered crystals throughout 
the veil.  On the other hand, if the bridal gown has beading throughout 
the dress the opposite is true.  A veil with beading only on the edge looks 
great.
         The hairpiece that is trending now for brides is an embellished comb 
with Swarovski crystals and pearls and is worn on the side or in the back 
just above the veil.  This has been a record braking month selling babush-
kas.  We sold an equal number of white and ivory.  Thanks again to all of 
you who refer me to your friends and family.  
        We offer beading parties all year round.  Not only for birthdays.  Call 
me at 570-675-3105 for details.  
        The Amore side of the store has been restocked with jewelry and 
scarves.  The tie dye scarves are just $4.00.  They make a great gift and 
are well made. No one will ever think that you spent so little.  Did you 
know that I offer private appointments?  If you need to meet on a day that 
I am closed, just call for an appointment.  Until next month, stay cool and 
be cool !                                                      Spread smiles ... Ciao ~ Mary



Mercy Foundation grant supports Ruth Matthews Bourger 
Women with Children Program at Misericordia University
          The Ruth Matthews Bourger Women 
with Children Program at Misericordia 
University in Dallas, Pa., was awarded a 
$60,000 grant from the Mercy Founda-
tion at the third annual Mercy Foundation 
Grant Awards Ceremony and Luncheon 
at Mercy Center, Dallas, Pa., to subsidize 
the program’s operational expenses and in 
support of its emergency fund.
       Mercy Foundation, Inc., was estab-
lished in 2011 through the generosity of 
Catholic Healthcare Partners as a result of 
the sale of Mercy Hospital in Scranton, Pa. 
The foundation is a nonprofit organization 
that is operated exclusively to benefit, sup-
port, and carry out the religious, charitable, 
educational, and other related programs 
and projects of the Sisters of Mercy Mid-
Atlantic Community in Lackawanna, Lu-
zerne and Wyoming counties. The foundation honors the Sisters of Mercy’s legacy of service to develop healthy 
communities and to commit resources in support of programs that respond to the needs of the poor and underserved 
in the community.
       The Women with Children program was established in 2000 after surveys of surrounding counties illustrated 
that a high percentage of single women with children were living in poverty and had little chance of improving their 
situations due to a lack of completed education beyond high school. By providing academic and need-based schol-
arships, free housing, access to child care and an array of social and educational counseling and support services, 
Misericordia University’s program empowers economically-disadvantaged local single women to complete their 
degrees and create brighter futures for themselves and their children.
         The program is one of only eight nationwide. It has helped many women graduate with a college degree who 
have then transitioned to good-paying careers specific to their majors. These alumnae have become professionals 
in the fields of health care, social work and education.
      This year’s funds will assist the funding of the core program and make available two scholarships for a summer 
study abroad experience for two of the participants. The Ruth Matthews Bourger Women with Children Program at 
Misericordia University in Dallas, Pa., recently was awarded a $60,000 grant from the Mercy Foundation. Partici-
pating in the ceremony, from left, seated are: April Lennon, Women with Children scholarship recipient, and Kate 
Totino, Government, Corporate and Foundation Relations, Misericordia University; Sue Helwig, vice president, 
University Advancement, Misericordia University,  Katherine Pohlidal, director, Women with Children program, 
Misericordia University Theresa Doughty, coordinator, Women with Children program, Misericordia University; 
Sister Jean Messaros, RSM, vice president of Mercy Integration, Misericordia University; Sister Mary Ann Dillon, 
RMS, chair, Mercy Foundation board of directors.

Dallas Resident Receives Popky Leadership Award
at Wyoming Sem. Commencement
      Wyoming Seminary graduate Madison Sweitzer of Dallas, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael Sweitzer, received the Samuel Stephen Popky Leadership 
Award during the school’s 171st Commencement, in recognition of her service 
to the school and her concern for her fellow students. She also was named to the 
Cum Laude Society, the national academic honor society for college preparatory 
schools, and received the Eugene Goldstein Memorial Community Service Award 
and the Francis J. Mehm, III Memorial Award in recognition of her academic 
achievement, citizenship and significant contributions to school spirit, during the 
ceremony. She also presented the farewell address during Commencement exercis-
es. Prior to Commencement she received the President’s Educational Excellence 
Award. A Levi Sprague Fellow, she has been named to the Dean’s List with High 
Honors for the spring term. She was one of 120 students who completed their Sem 
educations on May 31.
            While at Sem Sweitzer was active in student government, serving as senior class president and student 
government president. She was a four-year member of the varsity cross-country and girls lacrosse teams as well as 
active in Blue Key, Student Activities Committee, Community Service Board and the Library Advisory Board.
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

     The Back Mountain Memo-
rial Library Auction is going to 
have a new feel to it 
and that will be very 
evident as you visit 
the different tents and 
booths this year.
     “The Jewelry, 
Gems, and Acces-
sories Tent at the 
auction has certainly 
taken a new direc-
tion that’s in line with 
a more up-scale and 
boutique feel that you 
will see throughout 
the auction,” said Ra-
chel Wiernusz, chair-
person for the tent. 
She and her co-chair 
Alison Russin have 
collected hundreds 
of items to choose 
including a range of 
vintage pearls, gems 
and costume jewelry. 
      “Statement pieces 
are really in right now 
so we have positioned 
our purchases around statement pieces,” said Rachel, who doesn’t have 
a formal background in the jewelry business but loves to accessorize 
her look every day. “I especially love vintage jewelry, pearls, and mix-
ing classic with fun and trendy pieces.”  Alison, who has worked at 
Tiffany & Co., and Smythe Jewelers, has made some purchasing trips 
to New York City for additional pieces for the tent. “She brings a lot 
of knowledge and creativity to what we are trying to create with this 
booth,” said Rachel.
      The Jewelry, Gems and Accessories tent benefitted from a jewelry 
drive run by the GFWC West Side Women’s Club. They collected a sub-
stantial number of donations from members. In addition, many friends 
and patrons of the library generously donated items for the tent which 
will also feature a large selection of accessories and handbags. “We 
have scarves, including chevron infinity scarves, which are great for the 
summer, and many purses,” said Rachel. There will also be a children’s 
corner with things like jewelry, beads, watches, charms and hand-made 
hair bows.
      The display case at the library has a lovely selection of items that 
will be available for purchase during the auction. As always, donations 
are still being requested. Small businesses that would like to make a 
donation are asked to include a card with their business name and logo 
which will be displayed in the tent. In addition, volunteers with an inter-
est in jewelry and accessorizing are needed to work in the tent during 
the auction nights of July 9 to 12. 
     For more information, call the Back Mountain Memorial Library at 
570-675-1182.

Community News • July 2015 • Page 20

The Dallas Rotary Club officers and board members for the 2015-2016 service year were recently installed 
at a dinner meeting held at the Appletree Terrace, Newberry Estate, Dallas.  They are, first row from left: 
Board Member Sandy Peoples, President Elect Kim Reisch, President Jason Jolley, Vice President Paul 
Rodda, Treasurer Jerry Reisch.  Second row: Board member Paul Saxon, Board Member Nick Stredny, 
Past President Randy Loyd, Board Member Kerry Freeman, Board Member Fred DiMaria.  Club Secre-
tary John Doerfler was not available for the photo.
The Dallas Rotary Club, chartered in 1927, is always looking for new members to join in the activities and 
community service projects available year round.  They sponsor more than two-dozen charitable projects 
in the Back Mountain, such as the annual Christmas shopping spree for 45 children, and they are part of 
Rotary International’s campaign to eradicate polio around the world.  Their major fundraisers are an an-
nual charity golf tournament at the Irem Country Club in September and an annual Wine and Dine Festival 
at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds on the last Saturday in June. The Rotary Club of Dallas meets every 
Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the Irem Country Club in Dallas.  Look for them on Face book. You are 
invited to join in the fun and fellowship and serve your community at the same time.  

Rotary Club of Dallas installs new officers, board members

The Back Mountain Library Auction 
Makes a Fashion Statement this year

Boy Scout of Troop 281 in Dallas, attended the Spring Camporee on May 15-17 at Camp Lackawanna.  The 
Scouts earned the Search and Rescue Merit Badge. Shown in photo above are, front row: Jimmy Ruane, 
Stephen Carr, Michael Williams, Ben Higgins, Jake Nita, Nathan Pickett, Ben Bradley, Colby Zern,  Patrick 
Frame, Matthew Oley, Nick Moshey, Ryan Nita, and Mike Zern. Standing behind are: Mark Chappell, JP 
Moshey, Jeff Buscher, Steve Postupak, Kyle Zern, Carter Marso, Eli Chappell, Paul Smith, Rusty Cool-
baugh, and Carl Postupak.

Boy Scout of Troop 281 recently earned their 
Search and Rescue Merit Badge
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With Coupon: Expires July 31

Peoples from Dallas, had this to 
say at the dedication.  “Joe lived a 
life of service every day of his time 
with us.  And for those who come 
after us, those who didn’t know this 
incredibly caring young man, they 
will look at the plaque on the wall, 
and they will know that he was spe-
cial.  They will know that he was 
well liked, well loved, and that we 
wanted to remember him.  We will 
be forever in his debt for the way he 
lived his life on this earth, always 
taking care of others.  Thank you 
to everyone whose donations made 
this room a reality.” 

United Methodist Homes, Tunkhannock, dedicates 
Joseph M. Corey Memorial Family Room
      On Friday afternoon, 
June 12, friends, family 
members, co-workers, resi-
dents, staff and guests gath-
ered at the United Methodist 
Homes, (UMH) Tunkhan-
nock Campus, to remember 
their former administra-
tor, Joseph M. Corey, from 
Harveys Lake, who left this 
world far too soon in August 
2013 at the young age of 44 
years old.
 They assembled 
at the senior personal care 
facility, which Joe had man-
aged for 15 years, to dedi-
cate the Joseph M. Corey 
Family Room built in his 
memory.  The room had 
been Joe’s dream because 
he knew it would offer an 
expanded place for activities 
and a bright and spacious meeting 
place to unite families and friends.  
The management  team  from  the  
UMH  in Binghamton, NY, wanted

Many gathered at the United Methodist Homes, Tunkhannock Campus, to 
remember Joe Corey and to dedicate the family room built in his memory.  
Standing from left: Cory Jacobs, Vice President of Development at the UMH; 
Joe’s mother, Ann Corey; John Lopatka, COO of UMH; Calli Berg, UMH 
Board Chair; Brian Picchini, CEO of UMH; State Representative Karen Bo-
back; Joe’s wife, Lesley Corey; Fundraising chairperson, Sandy Peoples.  Seat-
ed from left: Joe’s children, Jacob, Hailey Rose and Zachary.

to see his dream come true.  They 
wanted to enrich the lives of all the 
residents who live there and others 
who come to visit them.  The most 
outstanding feature of the room are 
the many windows on three sides 
which invite the outdoors in for all 
to enjoy in air-conditioned comfort.
   Many of Joe’s colleagues spoke 
from their hearts as they told stories 
about their interactions with this man 
who was so enthusiastic about his 
work and so dedicated to the people 
he served.  His wife, Lesley, shared 
her thoughts about how much Joe’s 
chosen career meant to him. 
       Fundraising chairperson, Sandy

Harvey’s Lake • Lake Fest
July 24 • 25 • 26 

         Join in the fun starting on Friday, July 24th from 7:00 pm to 11:00 
pm.  Dinner Dance, refreshments and music by Strawberry Jam. Hawaiian 
Beach Theme, must be 21 years and older, $30.00/ticket.
      On Saturday, July 25th and Sunday, July 26th  at  7:00 am  gates open for 
vendors to set up on the beach for the annual Market on the Lake. Come out 
and shop local crafters and vendors beginning at 10:00 am both days.  On 
Saturday at 10:00 am Kids Day begins at the Harveys Lake Fire Dept.
       On Sunday the Market on the Lake continues from 10:00 am til 6:00 
pm closing.  Enjoy fun activities throughout the day including Bounce Park 
& Games, Food Vendors, Presentations, Harveys Lake Line Dancers, Lake-
side Parade and much more!

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
309 North to 415 North, directly to Harvey’s Lake
make a left at Grotto Pizza and continue around the

Lake to Beach Club-Pole #187

Irem Country Club plans 
Summer Concert Series
 Illustrious Sir Scott Thomas, Potentate of the Irem Shrine 
announces its 2015 Summer Concert Series. The concerts, which are 
free of charge and open to the public, have been an Irem tradition for 
over 67 years. The concerts feature Irem Shrine Units plus local tal-
ent and are held each Sunday evening, 7pm at the Irem Pavilion, 70 
Ridgway Drive, Dallas, PA.
        July 5 - Hazleton Liberty Band, Patriotic Concert; July 12 
- Seasoned Sounds, Big Band Music; July 19 - The Legends, 50’s 
& 60’s music; July 26 - Memory Lane, Oldies; August 2 - Orpheus 
Lane,  Mixed Choral Music; August 9 -  Wyoming Valley Barber-
shop Harmony Chorus, Award winning barbershop chorus; August 
16 - John Stevens Double Shot, Polka Night; and August 23 - Irem 
String Band.
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Help Support our
Back Mountain 

Businesses & 
Shop Local.

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING

Deadline to submit classified ads for the August issue is Monday, July 27th.

      The Dallas Lions Club recently held 
their annual Installation Dinner at the 
Checkerboard Inn in Trucksville.  Offi-
cers elected for the 2015-2016 are: Dr. 
David Spring, President; Paul Toennes, 
1st V.P.; Don Berlew, 2nd V.P.; Frank 
Rollman, 3rd V.P., Secretary, Joseph 
Czarnecki; Treasurer, Robert Shaffer; 
Tail-Twister, Ed Hann; Lion Tamer, Gar-
ry Musselman and Membership Chair-
man, Larry Spaciano.  Pictured in photo 
right, from left are:  Spaciano, Toennes, 
Spring, Shaffer and Berlew. 
      The Dallas Lions Club meets on the 
second and fourth Wednesday of each 
month at the Checkerboard Inn.  Any-
one interested in joining the club should 
contact any club member.

The Dallas Lions Club recently installed new club officers for 2015-2016
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“Super Special”  Summer 
Reading Programs at the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library
 All children and teens who have registered for the 
summer reading program, “Every Hero Has a Story,” are 
invited to attend the following special programs.  All pro-
grams take place in the Children’s Room except when we 
visit the Fire Station and for the Final Party! Please register 
for each program in the Children’s Room.
      July 1 (Wednesday) at 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. – State Police 
Heroes: Trooper Deanna Piekanski of Troop P Wyoming 
talks to the children about what it takes to be a State Police 
Officer and how Troopers protect and serve the community.  
(All ages).      No special programs the week of July 5th. 
COME TO THE AUCTION WITH YOUR FAMILY!
     July 15 (Wednesday) at 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Talk to a Sol-
dier:  Come and meet our local heroes in the Military, listen 
to a special story and ask questions about their personal sto-
ries of serving in the Armed Forces.  (All ages).
      July 23 (Thursday) at 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. – Visit the Back 
Mountain Fire & EMS Station: Meet at the Fire Station at 
184 East Center Hill Road, Dallas Township to learn all 
about our heroes who fight fires and save lives in the Back 
Mountain.  Park in the old school building lot.  (All ages).
      July 27 (Monday) at 6:00 -7:00 p.m. – PJ Storytime: 
Listen to stories from super heroes and local community 
heroes!  Wear your super hero jammies or costumes.  (All 
ages).
     July 29 (Wednesday) at 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. – Kathy Kelch-
ner, Our Environmental Hero will explain what she does 
at Frances Slocum State Park and then present one of her 
famous programs! (All ages).
       August 6 (Thursday) Make a Cape Day! 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m. or from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Drop in the Children’s Room 
anytime between 1 and 3 or 5 to 7 p.m. and decorate a cape 
to wear to the final party next week.  We will have capes 
of all sizes, fabric markers, extra material, and super hero 
patches.  Bring anything from home (no dry glitter please!) 
that you would like to add to your cape.  (All ages).
       August 12 (Wednesday) at 11:00 a.m. “Super Final 
Party” at Gate of Heaven Church school building – Enjoy 
the antics of Bob McLeod, the author of SuperHero ABC, 
snacks and refreshments!  More specific information will 
be available in August.

Back Mountain 
Comunity News

It’s All Good News
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