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Trucksville United Methodist Church
sponsors a Weekly Winter Market

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community News Correspondent

Most people don’t think about Farmers Markets
during the winter but that doesn’t mean that they aren’t
available. Trucksville United Methodist Church is
sponsoring a weekly Winter Market from 10 am to 1
pm every Saturday in the church hall.
The Winter Market features fresh vegetables grown
at 4 Seasons Farms near Meshoppen. “We have spinach, arugula, cabbage and lettuce that we grow right in
the ground in our greenhouses throughout the year. We
also have stored root crops available like squash, beets,
potatoes, and carrots,” said Tina Carlin of the farm that
Continue on page 2.

Above: Sister Constance Kozel, left,
and Sister Barbara Craig are pictured with their purchases from the
Winter Market at Trucksville UMC.
They make it a point to support local
farmers whenever they can.
Photo left: Anna, Tim and Nathan
Mullin picked up some fresh vegetables from the Winter Market. Tina
Carlin is happy to have a place to sell
produce from her family’s farm.
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has been in her husband’s family
for 114 years. “This is a good outlet for us. It helps us to move our
produce.”
Family farms are struggling to
make ends meet. Tina is a member
of “Farm Women United,” a group
that aids family farms through both
prayer and support of effective
legislation. For more information
about the group, visit the website at
www.farmwomenunited.org.
The Winter Market at Trucksville has several other vendors like
Beta Bread from the Clarks Summit
area. Beta Bread has a large local
following for their freshly baked
breads and specialty items. “We
bake everything fresh daily and very
few of our breads have any added
sugar. We don’t use preservatives
in anything,” said Vince landers.
“We make a traditional European
hearth baked artisan bread which is
very popular.”Beta Breads has been
a vendor at the Back Mountain Library’s Farmers Market for many
years. They also participated in the
winter market at the Meadows until
that closed.

Through a chance conversation
with Morag Michael, a member of
the Trucksville United Methodist
Church, an arrangement was made
to hold the Winter Market at Trucksville. “TUMC agreed to sponsor the
Winter Market here,” said Morag.
“We are very supportive of our
community and felt it would be a
good fit.”
The Winter Market has plans to
be open every Saturday throughout
the spring. Other current vendors include Deb’s Cupcakes and Candies
offering homemade peanut butter
fudge, no-wax chocolates, Easter
candies, and small cream cheese apple pies among other confections.
There is also fresh poultry, lamb
and free range eggs. “This is a fantastic location for us with lots of
parking and easy access from the
highway. It is just past the Rock Cut
so a lot of our customers from Forty
Fort and Wilkes Barre find it easy
to get to, also,” said Vince.
“More vendors are welcome
to join us, especially for gifts, crafts
or other food items.” Just call Mike
or Larry at Beta Breads, 570-5863354, for more information.

Deadline for March issue of the Back Mountain
Community News is Friday, February 23 at 12 noon.

Above: Sisters-in-law and members of TUMC,
Kim and Tania Reinert did some shopping at the
Winter Market recently.
Right: Jim Hogan is pictured buying some fresh
bakery items from Vince Landers of Beta Breads.
Top right: Dale Williams checked out some of the
chocolates made and sold by Debbie Rosencrans.
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Back Mountain
Food Pantry
Kingston Township’s Winter Parking Ordinance will be in effect until March 31, 2018. Parking is prohibited on Township streets between the reports:
hours of 10pm and 6am daily. Also stated in the Ordinance is that parking is
prohibited on Township streets during snow storms and for eight (8) hours temperatures
after the end of a snow storm.
are low, demand
Story Times at the Back Mountain is high
With the extreme cold weather
upon us, many families are forced to
Memorial
Library
Annual Conservation Mixer planned Children and caregivers looking for a change from the routine of winter choose between food and fuel, and
Annual Pig Roast planned

Kingston Township Winter Parking
Ordinance

Pheasants Forever Chapter 803 is proud to Sponsor the Annual Community Conservation Mixer to increase public awareness about conservation
projects and activities in the area and across the country.
There will be individuals available with information on planning and
enhancing the habitat on your property. This is also an opportunity to meet
your neighbors, the volunteers, of all organizations represented. A night to
tell some hunting stories of this past season, reduce the cabin fever and have
some Great Food.
Join us on Saturday, February 24, 2018 from 6pm-9pm at Appletree Terrace at Newberry Estates, Pioneer Avenue, Dallas. Doors open at
5:30pm. RSVP by February 19 - no walk-ins available due to seating is
limited. More information visit online www.nepapf.org.

days are invited to sign up for Story Times at the Back Mountain Memorial
Library. Children can be signed-up by either calling the library at 570-6751182 or stopping by in person. All sessions will run for 8 weeks beginning
the week of February 12th and ending the week of April 2nd . Four sessions are available based on the child’s age.
Children 12 months old to 2 years old can attend Toddler Time, on
Tuesdays from 9:45 am to 10:30 am. Story time guide, Nadine Dreier, will
lead the group in a short session of stories and songs for approximately 15
minutes. Then children and caregivers can enjoy free play with toys especially for infants. This session is designed to introduce children to a short
structured activity, playing in a group, and the magic of books.
Children 2 years old to 3 years old can join the session held Tuesdays
from 11:00 am to 11:45 am. Story time guide, Karen Williams, will lead
participants in a longer session of stories, songs, and activities for approximately 30 minutes. Basic concept learning such as rhyming, opposites, and
colors will be weaved into the fun. After the guided activity, there will be
open play with Wee Build Manipulatives.
Children 3 years old to 5 years old can choose between two sessions,
either Wednesdays from 10:00 am to 11:00 am or Thursdays from 10:00 am
to 11:00 am. Linda Israel will guide the Wednesday session and Maureen
Doerfler will guide the Thursday session. Sessions will include more advanced stories based on a weekly theme and include making a craft to help
develop fine motor skills. Participants are welcome to stay after the session
and play with the Wee Build Manipulatives, use the early literacy computers, and explore the library’s extensive collection of picture books.
All sessions are free of charge. Caregivers must plan to stay, interact, and
enjoy the sessions along with their children. Please note Story Times will
be canceled for the day if the Dallas School District delays or closes.

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 will hold their popular, annual Pig Roast on Saturday, February 10, 2018 at the Post home.
Serving will be from 5 P.M. to 8 P.M. with takeouts available. A donation of
$9 for adults and $6 for children under 12 years of age will be appreciated.
Dancing from 9 P.M. to 1 A.M. will follow. The traditional menu of
pork, sauerkraut, potatoes, gravy, and drinks and dessert will be offered.
For further information contact a Post member, the Legion, or Clarence
J. Michael at 570-675-0488. Monies raised will support the many activities
that the Post contributes to.

2018 BMC 4th Annual Awards Dinner

We are very proud of the list of winners. Our winners will be honored
on February 13, 2018 at Appletree Terrace, Newberry Estates starting at
6:00 pm. Please plan to join us and take advantage of this opportunity to
say “Congratulations” to this year’s winners. BMC would like to proudly
announce the winners of the BMC Business Award!
Business of the Year: Twin Stacks, Entrepreneur of the Year: Kraken Boardsports, Volunteer of the Year: Jim Reino, Pride of Place: Danko’s, New &
Emerging Business of the Year: The Barn, Above & Beyond Customer Service: FNCB, Young Professional Under 40: Molly Lorenzen, Community
Involvement: Grotto Pizza, Non-profit of the year: United Way, and Excellence in Leadership: Penn State Wilkes-Barre. The cost is $50.00 per person
or table of 8: $350.00. To register visit the Chamber website or Contact
Dawn at bmcbussdev@gmail.com for tickets.

many of our elderly residents are
forced to choose between food and
fuel and their much-needed medications. The food pantry has a need
for non-perishable foods during
January, February and March when
very few food drives are scheduled
to meet this demand.
All non-perishable foods are
welcome at any time. Individuals or
groups wishing to donate food may
call the pantry at 570-696-2917 for
information or to arrange a mutually
convenient time for our volunteers
on duty to receive the food.
Food may also be dropped off
during regular business hours at
Cook’s Pharmacy, Rt. 309, Shavertown; Hilbert’s Tractor Store, Rt.
415, Dallas; and St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Rt. 118, Dallas.
The board members of the pantry wish to thank everyone for their
support all year long.
To place your community news
information, email:
communitynews123@comcast.net
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Wyoming Seminary Lower School
Announces Back Mountain First Term
Honor Roll

Dr. Kathleen Hanlon, Dean of Wyoming Seminary Lower School,
has announced the Back Mountain students named to the Academic High
Honor Roll and Academic Honor Roll for the first trimester of the 20172018 academic year.
High Honor Roll: Grade 6: Liam Davis, Trucksville; Benjamin Fenster,
Shavertown; Trinity Kong, Dallas; Lucy Lew, Dallas. Grade 7: Armeen
Ali, Dallas; Jakob Baur, Shavertown; Helena Prusak, Shavertown; Kelly
Santo, Dallas; Claire Stretanski, Shavertown; Chase Taylor, Shavertown;
Hamza Waseem, Dallas. Grade 8: Sophia Kruger, Shavertown; Victoria
Smulowitz, Shavertown. Honor Roll: Grade 6: Samuel Comitz, Dallas;
Todd Kindler, Dallas; Celeste Perry, Wyoming; Giuliana Schineller, Dallas; Caroline Sordoni, Dallas. Grade 7: Gabriel deLuna, Dallas; Richard
deLuna, Dallas; Ainsley Eidam, Dallas; Ruby Hackett, Shavertown; Nathan
Kile, Shavertown; Tracey Kindler, Dallas; Maddie Olshemski, Shavertown.
Grade 8: Margaret Mihalick, Shavertown; Gweneth Tereska, Harveys Lake;
William Youngman, Dallas.

Children learned of Fire Safety from the
Trucksville Fire Department

Wyoming Seminary Announces Upper
School Dean’s List

Wyoming Seminary Dean Jay Harvey has announced the Back Mountain students named to the Upper School Dean’s List for the fall trimester of
the 2017-2018 academic year.
Dean’s List High Honors: Khizar Ali, Dallas; Nicole Amoachi, Shavertown; Katarina Banks, Dallas; Arianna Bufalino, Wyoming; Aishani Chauhan, Shavertown; Christina Cikowski, Hunlock Creek; Shailee Desai,
Shavertown; Michael Doggett, Harveys Lake; Bernard Frantz, Shavertown; Christina Kaspar, Dallas; Richard Kraus, Shavertown; Ethan Kruger,
Shavertown; Sarah Maseychik, Dallas; Olivia Meuser, Shavertown; Zane
Nardone, Shavertown; Kyleigh O’Hara, Dallas; Olivia Ostrowski, Dallas;
Benjamin Paglia, Shavertown; Daniel Paglia, Shavertown; Heather Paglia,
Shavertown; Garrett Pall, Dallas; Mia Raineri, Shavertown; Abigail Santo,
Dallas; Jacob Stefanowicz, Harveys Lake; Levi Sunday-Lefkowitz, Shavertown; Samuel Sweitzer, Dallas; Yonah Wasik, Harveys Lake; Thomas Weil,
Dallas; Vivian Wright, Dallas.
Dean’s List: Kathryn Barilla, Dallas; Nicolas Bufalino, Wyoming; Robert deLuna, Dallas; Madison Federici, Dallas; Elena Fenster,
Shavertown; Rebecca Hammerman,
Shavertown; Evan Hromisin, Dallas;
Kyle Hromisin, Dallas; Max Kraus,
Shavertown; Alexander Kristeller,
Dallas; Charles Leo, Shavertown;
Oliver Lew, Dallas; Duncan Lumia,
Dallas; Tyra McCormick, Dallas;
Tyler Reinert, Shavertown; Danielle
Reiser, Shavertown; Christian Roberts, Trucksville; Jordan Stefanowicz, Harveys Lake; Noam Wasik,
Harveys Lake; Sara Zaykowski,
Dallas.
Serving the community for over
12 years with all Good News ...
Where Community Matters.
Call Lisa at (570) 690-7581
or email: communitynews123@
comcast.net to advertise.

Mrs. Carpenter’s and Mrs. Teixeira’s 4/5 Year Old Class at Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center
was one of the many classes who learned about fire safety from the Trucksville Fire Department and was
able to experience a real fire truck up close. Shown in photo above, from left are: Everly Keown, Chase Rost,
Olivia Meyer, Lily Casey, Zoey Houck-Moores, Ava Zimmerman, Chance Susko, Braden Tomalis, Olivia
Sears, Everett Stoodley, Emma Spencer. Second row: Firefighter Jason, Erica Teixeira, Firefighter Larry,
Coltrane Scavone, Tanya Carpenter, and Joseph Dessoye.
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Ash Wednesday Services, at Trinity
Presbyterian Church, Dallas

Rev. Jennifer Baer, Pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church, 105 Irem
Road, Dallas, has announced that the church will hold two opportunities
for the Imposition of Ashes on Wednesday, February 14. The church will
be open for individuals to drop in for ashes from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM,
and an Ash Wednesday traditional service will be held at 7:00 PM. The
midday opportunity for ashes will include time for personal reflection and
contemplative music.
This service will be especially geared for the parents of young children.
The evening service will include the Imposition of Ashes and the Celebration of the Lords Supper will be observed. The public is invited to attend.

Dallas Rotary Wine and Dine Festival
planned for June 23

The Dallas Rotary Club, in association with the Dallas Area Fall Fair,
Inc., will be sponsoring its sixth annual wine and dine festival on Saturday,
June 23 at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds, Rt. 118, Dallas, PA. All proceeds will benefit Rotary charities.
The Wine & Dine Festival will feature tastings of the finest wines from
the Back Mountain and Endless Mountains areas and beyond. A variety
of food and goods will also be on sale by area vendors and craftsmen, and
there will be live musical entertainment all day long.
The Dallas Rotary Club is an all volunteer, public service organization
and will be holding this event to support their various projects and programs
such as their annual Christmas Shopping Spree for 45 area children, their
annual Christmas luncheon for 60 members of the Dallas Active Adult Center, their book scholarships of $500 each for six area high school seniors to
use during their first year of college, and much, much more.
Visit their web site at www.DallasRotaryWineandDine.com or look
for them on Face book for upcoming ticket information on line or at local
retailers.

Trinity Men’s Club plans spaghetti All You Can Eat
Soup and Salad
and meat ball dinner
On Saturday, March 3, the Men’s Club of Trinity will sponsor a spaghetti
and meat ball dinner including homemade desserts and assorted beverages.
Dinner will be served from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall
at the rear of the church. Take-outs will be available from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. The cost will be $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children. Children
three years old and younger eat for free.
All proceeds will benefit the programs of the church. For more information, call the church office at 570-675-3131.

Friends of the Library Announce 2018
Luncheon Date

The Friends of the Back Mountain Memorial Library have set Thursday,
April 19 for their annual Luncheon With A Special Author. The event will
take place at the Appletree Terrace, Newberry Estate, Dallas.
Tickets will go on sale in March at the library on Huntsville Road in Dallas. More details will be announced as they become available.

Rummage sale dates set at Trinity
Presbyterian Church, Dallas

The Deacons have set June 1 and 2 for their gigantic rummage sale in the
Fellowship Hall at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Dallas. The sale will take
place from 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 1, and from 9 a.m. to noon
on Saturday, June 2. Saturday will be bag day: all you can stuff into a large
brown grocery bag for only $2. Trinity is located at 105 Irem Road, Dallas,
across Rt. 309 from the Country Club Shopping Center.

Supper planned

The Mount Zion United Methodist Church Family on Mt Zion
Road in Harding is holding the first
“All You Can Eat Soup and Salad
Supper” of the year on Saturday,
February 3, from 4:30 until 6:30
pm. A variety of soups, chili, salads, breads, beverages and desserts
will be available. Adult dinners
cost $7.00 and children’s dinners
cost $4.00. Everyone is welcome
to come and enjoy food and fellowship.

Back Mountain
Community News

Serving the Back Mountain &
surrounding communities for over
12 years with All Good News!
Read online free of charge at
www.communitynewsonline.net
To advertise
call Lisa at 570-674-7772
or email:
communitynews123
@comcast.net
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Wyoming Seminary Names Back American Legion Riders Post 495, Shickshinny
Mountain Fall Sports MVPs
recently donated to Hunts For Healing

Wyoming Seminary Upper School recently named the Back Mountain
athletes who received Most Valuable Player Awards, Coaches Awards
and Gold Awards for the fall season. Athletes who earned four varsity
letters or three varsity and one junior varsity letters in their sport receive Gold Awards.

American Legion Riders Post 495, Shickshinny, PA recently donated $2,000 to Hunts For Healing, Laceyville. Proceeds from our 7th Annual Support Our Veterans Ride. Hunts For Healing helps disabled veterans and those suffering from PTSD by providing hunting/camping/fishing trips at their facility. Above
in photo from left are: Ed Dalmas, Michael Brandon, Gene Turner, Edwin Dauch, Mindy Piccotti, Alice
Turner, and Patty Matthews.

In boys cross-country, junior Robert deLuna, Dallas, received the Most
Valuable Runner Award. In girls cross-country, freshman Heather Paglia of Shavertown received the Coaches’ Award.

Meadows Auxiliary sponsors resident holiday party

In field hockey, senior Arianna Bufalino of Wyoming received the Gold
Award.
In boys soccer, junior Edward Miller of Shavertown received the Most
Valuable Player Award. Senior Duncan Lumia of Dallas received the
Gold Award.
In girls tennis, sophomore Nicole Joanlanne of Dallas received the
MVP Award.
Shown in photo are, seated from left: Arianna Bufalino, field hockey;
Nicole Joanlanne, girls tennis; Heather Paglia, girls cross country.
Standing, from left: Duncan Lumia, boys soccer; Edward Miller, boys
soccer; Robert deLuna, boys cross country.

We Care. Help Support our
Back Mountain Businesses
and Shop Local.

Volunteers and staff at Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, Dallas, shared their holiday spirit with
residents at the annual holiday party sponsored by the Auxiliary. Residents enjoyed delicious pastries, seasonal beverages and entertainment provided by Chris Rash & Al & Dedra. In photo of second floor residents, front row are: Ruth Serfoss and Sandra Brown. Back Row: Nancy Space, Joan Soda, Mildred Rusnak, Marilyn Sorchik, Toni Belles & Amy Belles. In photo of third floor residents are, front row left to right:
Norma Allabaugh, Victor Williams & Betty Mathers. Back row left to right: Camille Fioti, Cynthia Sickler,
Fran Dierolf, Betty Prutzman, Mary Ann Size, Sharon Burton, Louella Prutzman and Janet Jones.
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Salt and Pepper Shakers on display at
the Back Mountain Memorial Library

Barbara
Wagner, of
Bear Creek,
will
be
showcasing
her salt and
pepper set
collection at
the Back
Mountain
M e m o rial Library
throughout
the month
of February.
Barbara
has
been
collecting
salt and pepper sets for over fifteen years and says her interest in collecting
them stemmed from her love of antiques. She purchased her first salt and
pepper set at an antique co-op in Lewisburg PA.
Of her favorite set, Barbara says “It is difficult to pick a favorite; I tend
to prefer the unusual or unique sets over the normal looking ones.” Over the
years her collection has grown to more than 300 shaker sets ranging from
maracas and umbrella stands to a variety of animals and everything inbetween. She says that collecting salt and pepper shakers is an inexpensive
way to get into the collecting world. They can be found anywhere from yard
sales to antique and gift shops.
When she would have friends or relatives over for dinner, Barbara says
she would make sure to place a unique salt and pepper set by each table setting for her guests. “I always tried to match the set to the person’s hobby or
interest. It made for fun conversation.”
Members of the community are invited out to see Barbara’s salt and
pepper set collection throughout the entire month of February at the Back
Mountain Memorial Library.

Dallas Active Adult Center hosted the NEPA Memory
and Alzheimer’s Center

The Dallas Active Adult Center hosted the NEPA Memory and Alzheimer’s Center where Dr. Mario Cornacchione is conducting clinical trials for varying levels of dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. Seniors listened attentively to information about prevention, healthy normal aging brain function vs. abnormal, and
medicines available. Participants learned about Mild Cognitive Impairment ( MCI) and the very early signs
of memory loss and that not all dementia is defined by just memory. Free memory screening tests were offered after the presentation to share with their doctor and about the clinical trials available.
Luanne Cornacchione seated is providing information to the Dallas AAC members left to right: Gladys
Hadsel, Joe Malak, Sue Worth, Susie Alf Malak, Bill Sheppard, Sue Klaips, Bob Watlack, and Tom Law.
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Dallas Elementary School ran a holiday food drive for the Fellowship Church Food Pantry
Recently, Ms. Regan Palfey’s Third Grade Class President, Ava Knorr,
Vice-President, Kayla Whilden, Judge, Holden Keen, and Secretary,
Regan Quinn, from the Dallas Elementary School ran a holiday food
drive for the Fellowship Church Food Pantry in Dallas.

Above in photo, bottom row from left to right are: Class Secretary, Regan Quinn, Class Vice-President,
Kayla Whilden, Jason Dyrli, Matthew Sevenski, Class Judge, Holden Keen, and Ian Frey. Second Row:
Ryan Roman, Layla Williams, Harrison Farina, Abraham Hobson-Tomascik, William McCabe, Lily Milazzo, Class President, Ava Knorr, Emma Pitcavage, Madison Gronkowski, and Sophia Loiselle. Top Row:
Sadie Quinn, Sean Gilbert, and Tanner Kinney.Missing from photo: Arabella Woznikaitis.

Above in photo, front to back: Regan Quinn, Emma Pitcavage, Harrison Farina, Ava Knorr, Lily Milazzo, Jason Dyrli, Associate Pastor of
Worship, Mr. Karl Dyrli, Madison Gronkowski, Holden Keen, Matthew Sevenski, and Ian Frey.

Read the Community
News FREE online at:

Men’s Breakfast
Group meets weekly

The Back Mountain Men’s
Ecumenical Group meets at the
Irem Country Club for their weekly
breakfast meetings at 8:00 a.m. on
Tuesdays. All men are welcome to
join the group.

www.communitynewsonline.net

To submit community news
and photos email:

communitynews123@comcast.net.

To advertise call Lisa at
(570) 674-7772.

Serving the community
for over 12 years.
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Where Community Matters!

FREE Wi-Fi
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Lake-Lehman JSHS congratulates the following students

The Lake-Lehman JSHS would like to
acknowledge and congratulate the following
Lake-Lehman students who participated in the
2017 Wyoming Valley Youth Salute Program.
They were: Lacey Carey, Alicia Galasso, Madison Klopp, Courtney Richards, Olivia Vasey,
Gianna Williams, and Makayla Adams.
Youth Salute is a National program created to
recognize youth and their outstanding achievements not only in academics, but through their
leadership in school and the community. The
Wyoming Valley Chapter of Youth Salute was
coordinated and sponsored through Photography by Andy in Trucksville, PA.
Nominees were selected from various area
high schools who participated in the program.
The selected Youth Salute nominees were photographed and along with their achievements a display profile was created. The nominees profiles were put into
a traveling display in which various community businesses and area high schools proudly displayed them throughout the year. The selected winners advanced
and attended the Town Meeting on Tomorrow conference which was held in St. Louis, Missouri in October. The leadership conference was sponsored by the
National Council on Youth Leadership and the Washington University in St. Louis. Photograph (left to right): Olivia Vasey, Madison Klopp, Gianna Williams,
Courtney Richards, Makayla Adams and Alicia Galasso. Missing in the photo - Lacey Carey.

Grief Support

A Grief Support Group is available at River of Life Fellowship
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman, on an as-needed basis. If you
need help, or just someone to talk
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for
further information.

Indoor Garage
Sale

Join us on Saturday, February
3, from 9am to 2pm. Location is
at the Dallas Chapter Eastern Star
Hall, 15 Foster St., Dallas, behind
CVS Drugstore. Someone’s recycled item maybe just what you are
looking for. Lunch will be available
and tables to sit down. Our famous
Welsh Cookies will be also on sale.
For information call Dianne
Corby at 570-675-4893.
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Dallas High School Graduation Lock In Committee announces ninth annual Rummage Sale
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

The perfect incentive to clean
out your attics and basements during these cold days of February is
coming in March. The Dallas High
School Graduation Lock In Committee has announced the dates for
the ninth annual Rummage Sale.
“We were looking for new
fundraising ideas years ago when
my youngest son was a junior, so I
suggested we try a Rummage Sale,”
said Heather Calkins who spearheaded the event since the beginning. “We found that it is not only a
successful fundraiser but it helps the
whole community. People have a
place to donate their used treasures
and it is a great way to buy some
very nice things at bargain prices. It
really helps everyone.”
The Rummage Sale will be held
from 9 am to 3 pm on Saturday,
March 10 and from 10 am to 2 pm
on Sunday, March 11. On Saturday
only, the doors to the school hallway will open at 7:30 am to allow
early birds get out of the cold. That
same day the cafeteria will open at
8 am for breakfast and browsing the
Antique Corner, the Man Cave, and
some of the larger ticket items. The
doors to the main Rummage Sale in
the gym will open at 9 am. Sunday
is Half Price Day. Breakfast, lunch
and bake sale items will be available both days.
“We have been very fortunate
throughout the years with the support of the community,” said Heather
who along with her co-chair Cindy
Blankensop are stepping down this
year. “For me personally, the Rummage Sale has been a labor of love
and I was fortunate to find someone
who felt the same.
Cindy was my rock and I couldn’t
have done it all these years without
her. We found the perfect people to
take it over, Michaela Marek and
Mark Hummel.” The new co-chairmen of the Rummage Sale are both
Dallas High School graduates who
attended the Lock In Party on their
graduation nights. Michaela has
been volunteering there since she
was a junior and really knows all of
the ins and outs of this huge fundraiser. She and Mark are engaged to
be
married
next
year.

“We do a lot of antique shopping and rummage sales. We love
to find items and repurpose them,”
said Michaela, whose family has a
spot at the Plains Antique Market.
She has been going to yard sales
and flea markets since she was eight
years old. “I enjoyed my Lock In
Party and know it is better than going out and partying on graduation
night.”
Mark agreed adding that it is a
nice way to support his high school.
“You can meet a lot of nice people
and I enjoy that,” said Mark. “We
still need volunteers for this year
so I hope people consider helping
out.”
The Rummage Sale Committee
is looking for donations of antiques,
jewelry, jewelry boxes, sunglasses,
small furniture, artwork, sewing and
craft items, household and kitchen
items, Christmas decorations, glassware and collectibles, small working
stereos and appliances, baby items,
linens, CD and DVDs, tools, fishing
gear, lamps, stuffed animals, games,
toys, functioning lawn equipment,
and all gently used clothing. They
will accept just about anything except old TVs, computers and exercise equipment.
They also make some money
from a collection of rags and old
textiles like shoes, purses, pillows,
throw rugs, towels, and old stuffed
animals. They just ask that those
items be put in bags or boxes clearly
labeled “Rags.”
They can also help you sell your
really large items like boats, jet skis
and cars. Bring a photo with details
and they will post it at the sale. They
just ask that you consider a small
donation if you are successful.
“We can help with pick up of
some large items,” said Cindy. “We
do have a storage unit and people
can meet us there to drop things off,
also, but it is really easiest if they
drop off donations at the middle
school from 3 to 8 pm, on Friday,
March 9. We will have volunteers
right at the front of the school to
help unload cars and trucks.” Donations of Gift Baskets for the raffle
and baked goods are also welcome.
Of course an undertaking like
this requires a lot of volunteers.
People are needed on Friday for set
up, on Saturday and Sunday to work
at the sale, and also on Sunday

Pictured during a recent meeting for the Dallas Lock In Rummage Sale, which is scheduled for March 10
and 11 at Dallas Middle School, from left, are: Terri Shaner, Lock In co-chair; Cindy Blankensop, out-going chair of Rummage Sale; Mark Hummel and Michaela Marek, Rummage Sale co-chairs; and Heather
Calkins, outgoing Rummage Sale co-chair.
Cindy Blankensop at 570-870-3061 School Lock In on Facebook.
afternoon to help with clean-up.
visit
Dallas
High
“We accept all volunteers but or
we really encourage parents of Dallas seniors to get involved with the
Rummage Sale,” said Terri Shaner,
who co-chairs this year’s Graduation Lock-In Party Committee along
with Deanna Habib. “It’s one of the
last school activities that you can do
with your children.
Parents of all students are welcome
to come and help out and learn about
the Lock In Party.”
Lock In Parties are a wonderful way
to keep graduates safe and happy on
one of the statistically most dangerous nights of their lives.
The Dallas party features huge
blow-up games, food, DJs, a hypnotist and many great prizes for the
students. The Rummage Sale helps
to fund this event. For more information about the Rummage Sale
email Michaela Marek at michaelamarek@icloud.com. The Volunteer
Coordinator is Amy Huntington
who can be reached at amyhuntington@comcast.net. For other questions
and
concerns, call

Wyoming Seminary grads share their college experiences
with current students

Wyoming Seminary graduates
from the class of 2017 recently returned to the Upper School campus
to participate in a College Panel,
sharing their college experiences
with current students. Moderated
by Denny Barber, Sem’s associate director of college guidance, the
eight-member panel gave students
information on how to search for a
college, how to balance academics
with extracurricular activities and
how to adjust to the rigors of college.
The panel discussion ended with a
question and answer session from
the audience.
Seen following the Wyoming
Seminary College Panel are, seated from left: Jared Piatnik ’17, Bryant University; Abigail Straub ’17, Franklin
& Marshall; Payton McCormick ’17, Cabrini College; and Spencer Stirewalt ’17, University of Illinois-Urbana.
Standing, from left: Nicole Lukesh ’17, Notre Dame University; George Vavlas ’17, St. Joseph’s University; Dominic Wright ’17, York College; and Shelby Monk ’17, King’s College.

NEW! Blown Glass Roses & Glass
Flowers Perfect for Valentine’s Day!

Open: Wednesday - Saturday, 9-5pm
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Mandalas by Ariell Stewart of Ariell.Roe Designs

Mandalas
by Ariell Stewart,
of Mountain Top,
will be on display at the Back
Mountain Memorial Library
throughout the
month of February.
Stewart, a
professional artist
of three and a half
years, says she
has been creating art her whole
life. She worked
at a yoga studio
where she was
first introduced to mandalas. From there she began to paint them as a meditation outlet and stress reliever. Ariell states that mandalas are very energetic
to her and meditative either by painting, drawing or just focusing on them
while seated in a quiet environment.
If you are interested in Ariell’s mandala artwork, she sells her pieces
on Etsy and her website mandalasbyariell.com. She also sells at local arts
and crafts shows. In addition to the web, Balance Yoga in Forty-Fort carries
her physical pieces throughout their space. The space is generally open 9-3
Monday through Friday and during class time. Ariell offers paint nights all
throughout NEPA and also offers private paint parties at people’s homes
which can be scheduled by emailing her at mandalasbyariell@gmail.com.
She has been expanding her artwork into different styles for 2018 and
is excited where the future is going to take her creatively. All are welcome
to view her work on the Art Wall at the Back Mountain Memorial Library
throughout the month of February. Shown above are: Mandalas by Ariell
Stewart of Ariell.Roe Designs will be on display at the Back Mountain Memorial Library throughout the month of February.
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LEGION LOGBOOK

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post
672 held their monthly meeting on January 2. With
a larger crowd than normal. A spirited discussion ensued concerning the adoption of a non-smoking policy for the Post. Many points were propagated both
for and against the proposal. One of the main objections dealt with the loss of customers if non-smoking was enforced. However, that was refuted by the
counter argument that more people and especially Clarence J. Michael
wives would attend the Post if non-smoking were Past Commander
Dallas American
the rule. A comment was made concerning deaths
Legion, Post 672
from second-hand smoke, and also the penetration
of smoke into the clothing that people wore that had
to be fumigated when they arrived home. In the spirit of cooperation, a
compromise was voted upon. When I had been Commander, I had been
aware of this problem. We invested monies in four smoke-eaters which
I thought would solve the problem. However, through disuse and an accumulation in the filters, the effort proved fruitless. What was voted upon,
was to replace the expensive filters which had not been changed since 2014,
and revisit the issue in three months to see if it solved the concerns of all the
members. I shall keep you informed on the outcome.
Our Annual Pig Roast will be held on February 10, 2018, from 5 to 8
P.M. with dancing afterwards. Takeouts will be available. The cost will
be a donation of $9 for Adults and $6 for children 12 and under. The usual
menu will be served. Tickets are available from Legion members, at the
Post, and at the door. Call me at (570) 675-0488 for further information.
John Emil, Sr. stated that it was not too soon to plan for the Memorial
Day services. With the advent of the construction of the round-a-bout the
desirability of a parade has come into question. Also discussion centered on
the new placement of the Veterans’ Memorial that was in the town center. I
will keep you abreast of our future plans.
A note was read from Carol Eyet of the Back Mountain Food Bank
thanking us for our donation of $1,000. A motion was made to contribute
$1,000 to the Musicorps which does a wonderful job helping veterans. A
report was also given on the successful Children’s Christmas Party. It was
well-attended and all the people were pleased with food, as well as the many
prizes.
The Oratorical contest was held on Saturday, January 12. Issa Dahdal,
Dallas High School, and Joe Caccia, home-schooled, participated for the
third year in a row. Timekeeper was George Tucker, Judges were Darlene
Kupstas, John Emil Sr. and myself. The winner was Issa Dahdal, Issa also
was the District 12 champion, and since there will be no inter-District competition this year. he automatically will enter Sectionals which will be held
in Middleton in March. Good luck, Issa. The entry deadline to the Essay
Contest has now ended, and the winners will be acknowledged in my next
newsletter.
Good news. I just returned from the Legion, and the SMOKE EATERS
ARE IN. We will have three months to evaluate their effectiveness. All
the non-smokers who have avoided coming to the Legion due to its smoky
atmosphere, are now encouraged to make their presence known. Hopefully,
this will increase our attendance. The person who installed the smoke eaters
has reasssured us that they will clean the atmosphere.
The next monthly meeting of Post 672 will be on Tuesday, February 6 at
7:30 P.M. Commander Art Parks extends an invitation to all Post members
and prospective members to attend. God Bless America.

Back Mountain Comunity News

Available at over 90 locations each month Read Online Free of
Charge at:www.communitynewsonline.net
To place an advertisement for your business
Call Lisa at 570-674-7772 or email:
communitynews123@comcast.net

Clothes Closet
to Re-Open

Clothes Closet is now open
on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of
each month. The clothes closet
is located at The River of Life
Fellowship Ministries, 22 Outlet
Road, Lehman. For details call
570-675-8109.

Sweet Valley Neighborhood Crime
Watch

The Sweet Valley Neighborhood Crime Watch next meeting is on Tuesday,
February 13th at 7pm in the multi-purpose building at the Sweet Valley Church
of Christ, located at 5439 Main Road, Sweet Valley. For questions & more information Call 570-477-3839 or Email: sweetvalleycrimewatch@gmail.com
The SVN Crime Watch is seeking Sweet Valley area residents and businesses interested in receiving our email newsletters. “Be better informed to be
better prepared.” Please let us know if there is anything note worthy that you
feel the community should be aware of.
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Misericordia University teacher education majors receive
spring student teaching assignments

Misericordia University teacher education majors recently received their student teaching assignments for
the spring semester during the Student Teaching Seminar in Sandy and Marlene Insalaco
Hall. Twenty-one Misericordia University student teachers participated in the program,
which prepares the undergraduates for classroom observation and instruction in several
regional school districts.
Misericordia University teacher education majors received their student teaching assignments for the spring semester during the Student Teaching Seminar. Students participating
in the program, first row from left, are Victoria Bednar, Honesdale, Pa.; Kelli Mickowski,
Mountain Top, Pa.; Alexandra Anastasi, Duryea, Pa.; Christine Wickiser, Hanover Twp.,
Pa., and Caitlin Cameron, Dallas, Pa.; second row, Megan Ostrum, Dallas, Pa.; Sarah Wittle, Trucksville, Pa.; Erin O’Day, Bear Creek Twp., Pa.; Giovana Augustine, Shavertown,
Pa.; Melissa Smith, New Tripoli, Pa.; Alexia Alchevsky, Jackson, N.J.; Jennifer Gazdick,
Farmingville, N.Y., and Sierra Macierowski, Shickshinny, Pa,; third row, Melissa Hackett,
Howell, N.J.; Thea Arico, Rockaway, N.J.; Tanner Reyan, Friendsville, Pa.; Thomas Anderson, Westfield, N.J.; Noah Ostrowski, Dalton, Pa.; Lauren McEwen, Mohrsville, Pa.,
and Emily Betterly, Hazleton, Pa., Wyoming Valley West and Tunkhannock Area. Absent
from photo is Morgan Palmer, Lawrenceville, N.J.
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Misericordia holding human trafficking simulation to recognize
International Day of Prayer for Victims, Survivors of Trafficking

Misericordia University Campus Ministry will hold a human trafficking simulation to recognize International Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Human
Trafficking on Thursday, Feb. 8 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Huntzinger and Alden Trust
Rooms 218 and 219 of Sandy and Marlene Insalaco Hall. The program open, free to
the public.
Participants will go through a variety of simulated human trafficking scenarios
that will provide examples of the more than 2 million estimated cases of human trafficking occurring worldwide annually. Scenarios will include child labor in the cocoa
bean industry of the Ivory Coast, worldwide sex trafficking, domestic trafficking and
sweatshops. The Misericordia program will take place just a few days after Super Bowl
Sunday, considered the day of the most human trafficking in the United States.
The annual Day of Prayer is Feb. 8 on the feast day of Saint Josephine Bakhita, who
bore 144 physical scars throughout her life. She received the scars after being kidnapped in her home country of
Sudan and sold into slavery. For more information about the event, please contact Christine Somers, D.Min., director of Campus Ministry at csomers@misericordia.edu., or (570) 674-6314.

Rossetti Memorial Juried Art Contest Call For Entries

All area students in grades 7 - 12 are invited to enter the 37th Annual Suzanne Maria Rossetti Memorial
Juried Art Contest. Joe and Sue Hand of Dallas sponsor the contest in memory of the daughter and the late
Peter and Louise Rossetti of Saugus, MA. All students in grades 7 – 12 residing in, or studying art within,
the geographical boundaries of the school districts of Dallas, Lehman, Tunkhannock, and Northwest Area
may enter the contest.
Entries must be delivered to Sue Hand’s Imagery, 35 Main Street, Dallas, between February 12 and February 21. Ribbons will be awarded in twelve different categories on each separate grade level by two panels
of three judges each. They will be judged separately on each grade level in a variety of categories including pencil, pastel, watercolor, acrylic, oil, ink, scratchboard, mixed media, fibers, photography, prints, and
miniature drawings and paintings. Photographs must be at least 8” X 10”. No entry may exceed a total size
of 48 inches in any direction. All 2-D entries must be mounted or matted, or framed (exception: works on
canvas board or stretched canvas), and must be accompanied by an entry form, available from area school
art teachers or from Sue Hand’s Imagery or online at www.suehand.com. All 2-D artwork, including matted
paper, must have a secure hanger on the back. Artwork must have been completed in the last 12 months and
may not have been entered in any previous Rossetti art contest. Each student may submit a total of three
(3) entries. In addition, a separate awards jury of six artists will assign many community-sponsored cash
awards and gift certificates. Deadline for entries is Wednesday, February 21 at 6:00 p.m.

from the

The public is invited to the Opening Reception of the 37th Annual Suzanne Maria Rossetti Memorial Juried
Art show on Sunday, March 4, 2018 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. at the Schulman Gallery on the campus of the Luzerne County Community College, Nanticoke. A ceremony for special awards will follow at 4:00 p.m. The
exhibit of winning artworks will continue through Wednesday, April 18. For a complete listing of all rules,
please call Heather Madeira at 570-675-5094 or visit www.suehand.com.

It’s All Good News ...
Where Community Matters.

Pictured are the top awards winners from the 2017 Rossetti art contest: Contest sponsor Sue Hand, Rachel
Caudell, Best of Show; Caitlyn McHenry and Emily Andrews, tied for 2nd place; Grace Federo, 3rd place;
Carolyn Kerkowski, 4th place and Joe Hand, contest sponsor.

Happy Valentine’s Day
Back Mountain Community News
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Police Chief Robert Jolley retires, Dallas Township Commissioners appoint Assistant
Chief Douglas Higgins to fill the position
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

At their January 2018 meeting,
the Dallas Township Commissioners
appointed Assistant Chief Douglas
Higgins to fill the position of Police
Chief, being vacated by the retirement of Chief Robert Jolley.
Higgins, 48, resides in Dallas
with his wife and three children. He
is from Dallas and attended Dallas
schools. “I started working in the
911 Dispatch office after attending
Luzerne County Community College. Then, Brian Feeney, (currently
the Canine Officer), and I worked
part time as officers for Dallas
Township, Dallas Borough and
also part time for Dispatch,” said
Higgins of his early days with the
force.“
Chief Jolley approached
us about working full-time for Dallas Township. I was hired full time
in September 1991 and Brian was
hired full time a few months later.”
Since then, Doug has progressed
through the ranks from officer, to
sergeant, to assistant chief to Chief
of Police. Along the way he has
participated in a lot of training programs including a ten week stint

in Quantico, Virginia at the FBI’s
National Academy. “That was a
top-notch program,” said Higgins.
“I met people from all over the
world and I am still in touch with
many of them. Networking like that
is really helpful.”
In addition, three years ago
Chief Robert Jolley announced his
intent to retire this year. He has been
actively preparing Doug to take
over the job. “The regular parts of
the job are easy enough to pick up
but it’s the big things that only happen once in a while that are hard to
prepare for,” said Higgins. “Chief
Jolley made sure I was involved in
all of those things. It just gives you
a better idea of how to handle whatever happens.”
The Dallas Township Police Department is in good shape as far as
personal and equipment are concerned. “We hired two new officers
last year because one officer moved
out of the area and we knew Chief
Jolley was leaving,” said Higgins.
“Depending on the budget, we may
also be able to hire a new officer in
July.”
The department has new firearms, bullet proof vests, new Tasers
and one new car with hopes of

purchasing another
soon. They were
able to secure a
grant to purchase
a fingerprint machine they can use
on scene to identify
someone. Also, the
police cars have
computers in them
so officers can write
up reports in the car.
In addition it allows
them to electronically send all traffic
tickets directly to the
magistrate’s office.
“I believe strongly
that the more training the better off we
are. We have on-line
training that is mandatory but I also try
to send everyone out Dallas Township Police Chief Douglas Higgins, left, is pictured with former Chief Robfor training every ert Jolley whose retirement from the force is effective in February.
year,” said Higgins.
“We are fortunate that the commis- two officers who are certified School activity with not a lot happening in
sioners provide us with a budget Resource Officers. They rotate the winter months. “Now it is steady
that allows us to do that. We are duties of being on-site officers in all year. Mainly everything is some
very careful and make the most of the Dallas Schools. “That program way or another related to drugs,” said
those funds but there are some re- really works. It provides an impor- Higgins. “We have DUI’s, underage
ally good programs available.”
tant link,” said Higgins. “The kids drinking, drug offenses and theft ofDallas Township currently has become familiar with our officers fenses. Fortunately, we haven’t had
and run up to greet them. Then they a lot of break-ins lately.”
are not afraid and they feel comfortThe township recently made
able telling us when they see things the part time police department
that they think are wrong.” Dallas secretary a full time job with added
Township officers also routinely go administrative duties. They will be
to the elementary schools to read to updating their web page and hope
students.
to even add a Facebook page. In the
Over the years, Doug Higgins meantime, you are welcome to call
has seen some increase in crime the non-emergency number at 570levels in the Back Mountain. Things 674-2000 if you have any questions
used to be more of a roller coaster of or concerns.
high activity followed by low
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Harveys Lake American Legion Post 967 recently made
a donation to the Pastor’s Food Pantry of Noxen

Recently the Harveys Lake American Legion Post 967 made a donation to the Pastor’s Food Pantry of
Noxen. Shown in photo above, from left are: Lynn Austin, Pantry Rep., Elaine Dembowski, Pantry Rep.,
Bernie Castillo, Post Finance Officer, Pearl Race, Pantry Manager and Margaret Holmgren, Pantry Rep.

GFWC Harveys Lake recently made
Cheer Baskets to give to local seniors

During the holiday season, GFWC Harveys Lake gathered to do their annual Christmas packing of Cheer
Baskets for seniors and shut-ins in the area. The baskets contained a card, fruit, candy, crackers and homemade cookies from our members. The baskets were distributed to area seniors, 70 years old or older. Above
gathered are members of the GFWC.
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Outreach Hours Set for February, Baker Takes Views and Concerns To The White House
Sen. Lisa Baker, R-20th, recently had the
Says Boback
chance to take our views and concerns to the
Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today announced
her outreach hours for February. Representatives from several different organizations will offer assistance at her district offices throughout the month. Please
note: Offices will be closed on Monday, Feb. 19, for President’s Day.
“I am pleased to facilitate these outreach opportunities with some excellent
organizations,” said Boback. “Residents of the 117th Legislative District are
encouraged to take advantage of these hours.”
On Wednesday, Feb. 7, the American Legion will hold office hours at the
Tunkhannock district office, located at 133 West Tioga St., Suite 4, Tunkhannock, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. A claims consultant from the American
Legion will provide the assistance. Area veterans may seek assistance and information pertaining to specific benefits and programs. Additional meetings will
be held on the first Wednesday of every month. For more information and to
register, visit www.RepBoback.com or call her Tunkhannock district office at
570-836-4777.
Veterans outreach hours will be offered on Tuesday, Feb. 20, at the Dallas
district office from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A claims consultant from the Wilkes-Barre
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) will be on hand to address questions and concerns of local veterans and their families.
A representative from the Center for Independent Living is available for appointments at the Tunkhannock district office also on Tuesday, Feb. 20. Please
call the Tunkhannock office at 570-836-4777 to make an appointment.
A representative from the University of Scranton Small Business Development Center will be at the Tunkhannock district office on Wednesday, Feb. 28,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Please note that these days and hours may change due
to inclement weather. Appointments are suggested. For more legislative information, visit Boback’s website at www.RepBoback.com.

White House after being invited to a policy
forum involving top women serving in the
Trump administration.
The White House Empowering Women
Symposium, held Jan. 16, provided an opportunity to learn about several of the president’s
initiatives and examine some national issues
with significant state and local impacts.
Baker joined other select female officials
and business owners in a jobs and economy
panel moderated by Press Secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders, where questions were
posed to Ivanka Trump, Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao, and Linda McMahon,
who heads the Small Business Administration.
“They seem very committed to moving legislation that will help our area, from
investing in infrastructure to combating the
opioid crisis to better matching graduates and
workers with good jobs,” she said.
During a brief stop, President Trump
thanked participants for their input stating,
“Women are half the population, but care
about 100 percent of the issues.”
Baker was encouraged by the experience.
“There was a clear understanding that Washington does not have all the answers,” she
said. “And a recognition that the federal government can help pave the way to productive action by engaging states
and local communities.”
As the chair of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee, Baker said meeting Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services Administrator Seema Verma was also a highlight.
“We had a positive discussion about how Pennsylvanians can benefit from changes being made at the federal
level,” she said. “I am looking forward to hearing more of her ideas.” Baker is hopeful the dialogue will continue.
“I was glad to be part of this conversation,” she added. “Any opportunity to learn from other female leaders and
make connections that could prove helpful in problem-solving is productive for everyone.”
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THE FINANCIAL EQUATION:
Don’t Get Ripped Off
When Getting Your
Taxes Done
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
of both MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.
and MF Advisers, Inc.
Every year we talk to some people (either current clients or people we know who aren’t clients yet)
who tell us that they were charged (aka swindled out of) several hundred dollars
(usually for uncomplicated personal income tax returns) by one of the big retail
“professional” tax preparation companies (you know who we’re talking about).
This is ridiculous and must stop! Unless you have a lot of investments, run a
business, have rental properties, have a lot of itemized deductions, have a bunch
of unreimbursed expenses at multiple jobs, and/or have multiple W-2s/1099s,
your relatively standard income tax returns shouldn’t be costing you an arm and
a leg.
The so-called tax preparation “experts” who offer you cash advances and
loans – even entries into sweepstakes (wow, just...wow ) – and charge you ridiculous rates may have just been trained to prepare taxes in the month before
tax season started...how’s that for experience?! Or perhaps they’re stuck in the
dinosaur age, prepping tax returns by hand and charging out the wazoo to do it
instead of embracing (instead of fearing) technology to help them become more
efficient with their time. To us, time equals money. If we can save time – and get
more work done for more of our clients by being efficient – then we don’t need
to charge exorbitant fees when doing tax prep work for people and companies.
It’s just that simple. After all, fair pricing based upon how long it takes to do the
work is best for everyone.
Here’s the tax preparation rules to follow for this time of the year (a must for
those of you who are looking to make tax season less of a pain going forward):
1. If you’re not the do-it-yourself type, hire an experienced, professional tax
preparer to handle your returns. Stay away from the generic chain tax prep services – they tend to significantly overcharge for preparing returns...as in charging
by the form (which is a rip-off) instead of hourly (much fairer).
2. Make sure you have all needed tax documents. Sounds simple enough, but
being organized about collecting your tax documents makes life much easier for
your preparer.
3. Your preparer should ask you lots of questions, especially if it is the first time
he/she is preparing your returns.
Even after the first year, things can
change with your personal/financial situations over time, and any qualified tax
preparer will know to ask the important questions (law changes, new possible
deductions, etc.) so you don’t leave anything on the table.
4. If you work with a CPA, he/she should offer advice for your specific tax situation during and after preparing your returns.
This can be very important
for not only the current year (can a traditional IRA contribution lower your tax
bill?) but the following year as well. Offering suggestions that can improve the
amount you get back (or help you pay less than you have in the past) can be very
valuable for some.
5. Your tax professional should be willing to speak with any other professionals
you have hired. There are a lot of reasons why insurance professionals, professional financial advisors, attorneys, etc. should speak to your tax preparer (with
your permission of course) to coordinate on issues that may be important and
need to be looked at from different perspectives. This way you get the input of
trusted professionals on issues that have overlap into several areas of your personal financial/tax situation.
Find an experienced local tax preparer who works for a professional tax
preparation firm, earns his/her money from hourly/job fees (NOT charging by the
form), believes in helping clients improve their tax/financial situations, and has
the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesperson, and chances are you’ve
found the right tax preparer to help you with your tax situation. For more information, please visit http://www.mftax.com, email marty@mftax.com, or call (570)
760-6524. About MF Tax & Accounting, Inc., MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. is a
full-service tax preparation & accounting firm based in PA & FL specializing in
tax preparation, tax planning & advice, and accounting services.
With 10+ years of licensed experience, over 10 years of professional education, and an unwavering commitment to helping you, MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.
is the tax & accounting firm to best serve YOU. Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

Expires 2/28/18
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Ethics Institute of NEPA
offering ‘Differing Faith
Perspectives on Nonviolence’
discussion

Help Support our
Back Mountain Businesses.
Shop & do business Local.

Your dollars spent in locally-owned
businesses have three times the impact on our local economy.
Locally owned businesses are the
businesses we count on for donations
to our local organizations and contribute dollars to our local causes. A
marketplace made-up of many small
businesses ensures lower prices over
the long-term and local business
owners work hard to fulfill the needs
of the people within our community
everyday

Read the Back Mountain Community News
FREE online at:www.communitynewsonline.net

The Ethics Institute of Northeastern Pennsylvania at
Misericordia University is sponsoring the panel presentation and program, “Differing Faith Perspectives on Nonviolence,” on Tuesday, Feb. 13 at 6 p.m. in Alden Trust
Room
219 of Sandy and Marlene Insalaco Hall.
The program will focus on the topic of nonviolence, one of the critical concerns of the Sisters of Mercy,
who founded Misericordia in 1924. It will include a brief
introductory presentation and then a discussion on various perspectives of nonviolence from different faith
traditions. The event is open, free to the public.
James M. Calderone, O.F.M., M.Div., Ed.D., professor emeritus and director of the Ethics Institute of NEPA,
will serve as moderator for the program. The panel will
include Sister Barbara Craig, RSM, a Religious Sister of
Mercy and Buddhist practitioner; Rodrigo Gereda, peace
activist/conflict mediator, Latino Catholic tradition; David Walline, Baha’icommunity leader; Rabbi Roger Lerner, congregational leader, Temple B’nai B’rith, and Allan W. Austin, Ph.D., member of the Society of Friends
and professor of history at Misericordia University.
For more information about the Ethics Institute of
Northeastern Pennsylvania at
Misericordia University, please call (570) 674-6400 or
visit www.misericordia.edu/ethics.

Community News • February 2018 • Page 22

Lake-Lehman 1st Marking Period Honor Roll (2017/2018) L-L JR High

7th Grade High Honor Roll: Talyia Adamitz, Sam Alba, Vivienne Aloi, Giana Antonello, Corey Bean, Abigail Beyer, Marissa Brdaric, Rylie Bucknavage, Mia
Contardi, Phoebe Cronin, Peyton David, Kara Domzalski, Lauren Domzalski, Jacob Doran, Olivia Dowling, Mackenzie Dwyer, Holly Egbert, Caleb Elderkin,
Graedon Finarelli, Aidan Gaus, Brynn Giordano, Ava Gubbiotti, Kaelyn Hinkley, Nicholas Hockenbury, Ava Hudak, Meagan Judge, Cole Kaiser, Kieran Karlowicz, Karl Kopczynski, Braden Law, Giovanna Limongelli, Amanda McGurk, Ella Mulligan, Damian Napierkowski, Braelyn Neville, Miranda Olexy, Hunter
Orlofski, Autumn Palka, Gavin Paraschak, Faye Post, Kalee Raczkowski, Madison Raspen, Brandon Ritinski, Parker Rynkiewicz, Landon Schuckers, Evelyn
Seifert-Blache, Joseph Shiskowski, Charles Sleyo III, Ava Smith, Nicholas Sopko Jr. , Luke Stone, Amanda Thompson, Julia Trumbower, Bo Voelker, Cameron
Williams, Darrell Yale
7th Grade Honor Roll: Michael Battin, Marc-Andrew Caron, Jacob Chaga, Brandon Chapman, Sara DeRosa, Jennifer Eddy, Jake Eury, Hailey Fisher, Rachel
Galasso, Jacob Gizenski, Eric Hanley, Justin Hastings, Chad Honeywell, William Jesso, Travis Jones, Sarah Jubis, Stephen Kapsick, Hailey Kline, Margaret
Kolanda, Kylee Kosek, Conner Kubiski, Emily Leahy, Alexander Lindbuchler, Nicholas Major, Ethan Mathes, Jared McLaughlin, Margaret McLaughlin, Haylie
Meader, Jessie Meehan, Allyson Moyer, Anthony Pollock, Dana Post, Angela Prest, Zachery Rager, Vernon Roman, Owen Roxby, Hannah Sayre, Aleah Shonis,
Alona Skidmore, Emerson Sorber, Jacob Stambaugh, Jacob Stillarty, Kyleigh Stritzinger, Sierra Vogan, Andrew Warzynski
8th Grade High Honor Roll: Zachary Aben, Philip Blaski, Maya Buckman, McKenna Budzak, Aidan Chapple, Sarah Coley, Joselyn Contardi, Sophia Dabsheh,
Claire Dougherty, Caroline Duffy, Morgan Eiswerth, Hayden Fisher, Cameron Fleeger, Michael Ford, Victoria Gabel, Avery Giordano, Skyler Hadsall, Jacob
Herceg, Megan Hogan, Evan Hoover, John Kaplanski, Alexa Karlowicz, Seth Karnes, Katja Kolanda, Brittany Lanning, Madison Lasinski, Nicole Leo, Ethan Leone, George Manzoni, Brooke Martin,
William McCarroll, Cassidy McDonald, Dea Middleton, Cole Morio, Brady Newman, Matthew Nice, Grace O’Donnell, Maddison Park, Taylor Poelma, Chase Purdy, Lilian Raczkowski, Hailey
Rambus, Trista Schechterly, Melanie Selner, Brianna Shoemaker, Sarayah Smith, Emily Spencer, Abbey Stokes, Mia Sult, Casey Weaver, Kelley Zimmerman, Tessa Zimmerman
8th Grade Honor Roll: Mackenzie Avery, Mason Bagheri, Elizabeth Barlet, Casey Brown, Noah Budzak, Evan Cercone, Gabrielle Davies, Jessica Deangelis, Santino Diana, Jacob Falls, Brooke Faux,
Ty Federici, Jarrett Fedorczyk, Nicholas Finarelli, Kathryn Healey, Dustin Heinrich, Hannah Hosey, Catherine Hossage, Carl Hoyt, Lily Johns, Carolyn Kaminski, PaceLyn King, Mason Konigus,
Ian Kopczynski, Jennifer Martin, Joseph Maseychik Jr., James Matysik, Seth Mieczkowski, Alicia Nikbakht, Edmund Orlofski IV, Kaitlyn Parsons, Skylar Poelma, Mason Price, Colby Roberts,
Megan Rogers, Krista Scoblick, Mason Shell, Kaylie Skovira, Brayden Spencer, Nathan Stanski, Jacob Stash, Sebastian Trapani, Adam Walp, Breanna Wesley, Joshua Wickard, Olivia Williams, Ty
Woodrosky, Emily Wright, and Ally Young.

Lake-Lehman 1st Marking Period Honor Roll 2017/2018 L-L HS

9th Grade Principal’s Honor Roll: Elizabeth Blaski, Faith Butler, Rylee Critchosin, Paige David, Justin Doran, Riley Egan, Anya Gramlich, Sean Hanley, Kortney Harry, Walker Kmetz, Katelyn Krzysik, Erin
McLaughlin, Annika Meeker, Blaise Napierkowski, Grace Naugle, Emily Novak, Maggie Paciga, Maxwell Paczewski, Liam Pembleton, Ava Radel, Gabrielle Shonis, Jessica Spencer
9th Grade High Honor Roll: Lillian Aloi, Rhiannon Borchert, Bryce Burgit, Ryan Eiden, Matthew Good, Erica Jones, Halle Jones, Hayden Klopp, Kaleigh Koss, Gianna Kurtz, Rocco Limongelli, Michael Longstreth,
Samuel Lukasavage, Hannah Matysik, Rebecca Meehan, Natasha Mihalko, Connor Morgan, Rachel Shook, Madelyn Stuart, Zachary Stuart, Jasmine Talbot, Corrine Tronsue, Claudia Wallace, Elena Walters
9th Grade Honor Roll: Ethan Adams, Matthew Ash, Emily Blaine, Faith Bradley, Madison Brdaric, Kayla Callan, Chase Cole, Damian Concklin, Richard Cronin, Jacqueline Davenport, Patrick Depiero, Neil Dougherty, Savanna Eneboe, Kaitlyn Ferrara, Morgan Headman, Mya Hines, Ryan Hunt, Mark Hutsko, Nathanael Jubis, Spencer Judge, Joshua Kane, Ryan Kane, Katie Kaplanski, Colby Kennedy, Mikayla Krakosky,
William Labar, Deven Marchakitus, Elyse Martin, Michael Martin, Ashley Mieczkowski, Camryn Obsitos, David O’Connell, Kalani Price, Sarah Prince, Gavin Ruger, Jillian Russoniello, Lyndsey Sayre, Timothy
Schechterly Jr., Christian Seprish, Randi Shaver, Micheal Smith, Ashley Solack, Aubrey Solack, Luke Spencer, Emma Stroud, Samantha Sutton, Madison Tereska, Jakob Trumbower, Jhon Masao Valle, Joel Wilson,
Amanda Winter, Marshall Woodrosky, Rayven Work
10th Grade Principal’s Honor Roll: Samantha Aben, Olivia Anderson, Alana Antonello, Ayden Carey, Lauren Chapple, Madison Chulick, Fionuala Daly, Lauren Deremer, Hayley Evans, Eva Fine, Kayla Gliddon,
Brianna Hodle, Robert Lugiano III, Morgan Masters, Nathan May, Eryn McMonagle, Paige Motovidlak, Kylie Nevel, Abigail Paczewski, Nathan Salus, Sarah Salus, William Shaver, Angeleah Sopko, Amy Supey,
Shelby Traver, Maclyn Vasey, Joseph Walser, Chloe Weaver, Lily Wood
10th Grade High Honor Roll: Madeline Aloi, Andrew Battin, Faith Beere, Grayson Bruno, Sarah Derhammer, Christian Diana, Paige Edwards, Emma Fielding, Matthew Galasso, Emma Hoats, Nathan Hoover,
Abigail Hopkins, Logan Hoyt, Susan Kemmerer, Jaedyn Kolb, Katelyn Konopinski, Matthew Kubasti, Andrew Martin, Bryan Morio, Nicholas Mrochko, Madeline Newman, Morgan Patla, Sophia Poslock, Sean
Sabaluski, Autumn Savitski, Kyle Sincavage, Ceaira Smith, Emily Smith, Sierra Spencer, Jennifer Swartz, Christopher Traver II, Makenzi Walsh
10th Grade Honor Roll: Gregory Albertson, Seanna Ashton, Emily Bacon, Calvin Barto, Lucia Bassett, Jessica Benyo, Jonathan Berholtz, Kailea Cerene-Adkins, Rylee Chapin, Michael Company, Jared Cook, Kaci
Coole, Anna Del Pino, Allyson Denmon, Jason Eiden, Christopher Farrell, Jacob Ferguson, Giovanni Ferrari, Dakota Gee, Klaudia Gocek, Zachary Gray, Ethan Grzymski, Diane Harris, Zachary Healey, Ashley
Hodgson, Justin James, Casey Kaminski, Alyssa Kapsick, Zachary Kojadinovich, Mariana Leal-Huerta, Wyatt Lopasky, Alex Magdalinski, Jaymes Martin, Cherokee May, Nicole Miles, Hailey Nogic, Sarah Orbin,
Joshua Rager, Michael Recinos, Scott Robbins II, Mattie Round, Lily Schechterly, Emma Simmonette, Kayley Smith, Ryan Spencer, Logan Stambaugh, Bryce Taylor, Josiah Thomas, Austin Wallace, Dylan Wesley,
Daniel White, Gabriel Zielinski
11th Grade Principal’s Honor Roll: Macenzi Barker, Abigail Bartuska, Emily Burgit, Joelle Burke, Stephanie Chaga, Gabrielle Fitzgerald, James Herceg III, Dillon Ide, Andrew Jubis, Evan Judge, Hannah
Kasko,Hannah Lukasavage, Jesse Lutz, Morgan Marchakitus, Amanda May, Tyler McGuire, Mikaela Meeker, Samantha Mihalko, Joshua Orehotsky, Caylin Patla, Lauryn Pembleton, Casey Shager, Eva Sicurella,
Donald Thompson
11th Grade High Honor Roll: Stephanie Ayers, Julia Bucholtz, Christopher Cercone, Paige Covert, Morgan Critchosin, Casey Dale, Jessica Evans, Nicholas Fegely, Jordyn Jones, Hunter Kline, Gabrial Mitchell,
Jacob Prest, Rachel Price, Savannah Purdy, Alyssya Raczkowski, Julia Sabol, Jessica Salus, Corinna Scoblick, Matthew Sczyrek, Emily Shirey, Trinity Skovira, Elmer Souder, Sarah Stanski, Jacob Stokes, Justin
Timonte, Angelina White, Abigail Winter
11th Grade Honor Roll: Bailey Aumick, Aryan Blazick, Madison Borum, Madison Budzak, Michael Bulzoni, Joshua Company, Mason Cross, Ibrahim Dabsheh, Alexa Edwards, Paige Eiswerth, Mackenzie Fleeger,
Zachary Grey, Tanner Harry, Nicholas Henninger, Brandon Hoyt, Mariam Iukuridze, Sierra Jendrzejewski, Jacey Kleintob, Walter Knorr III, Megan Krakosky, Frank Kutz, Derrick Lanning, Robert Long III, Julianna
McMahon, Terrance Meehan, Alexis Mitchell, Mikella Monaco, Kyle Naugle, Chloe-lyn Osborne, Jonathan Raspen, Kate Roberts, Keiona Roberts, Jodie Salansky, Cierra Snyder, Alexandrea Steltz, Joshua Tranell,
Sarah Traver, Nicholas Vodzak, Alexandria Weber
12th Grade Principal’s Honor Roll: Kaelyn Adams, Aleah Ashton, Edward Brighthaupt, Vincent Bulzoni, Krystin Chaga, Tristen Cotter, Jade Fry, Gabrielle Grzymski, Mikayla Kidd, Cassandra Konopki, Ethan
Krzysik, Angela Lockavich, Jason Marcin, David Miller, Michael Nastasiak, Riley Newman, Hannah Patton, Jessica Ravert, Courtney Richards, Morgan Rogers, Molly Seashock, Henry Selingo, David Sorber,
Celeste Spak, Samantha Spencer, Jack Symeon, Olivia Vasey, Gianna Williams, Kyrah Yurko
12th Grade High Honor Roll: Nicole Barto, Connor Beyer, Grace Butler, Alexandra Concklin, Jessica Estabrook, Kathryn Galasso, Courtney Henninger, Nathan Labar, Madelyn Lewis, Jessica Martin, Emily Paciga,
Kiana Price, Tyler Savitski, Skylar Sutton, Chloe Vangorder, Nicole Wojciechowski, Tara Yezefski
12th Grade Honor Roll: Makayla Adams, Christopher Ash, Amanda Ayers, Corbyn Bogart, Trey Boger, Kelsey Butco, Mackenzie Butler, Sahara Carr, Allison Celmer, Kathleen DaSilva, Garrett Edwards, Alicia
Galasso, Jace Garnick, Alexander Geist, Taylor Grey, Abbey Hogan, Miranda Hutchins, Madison Klopp, Garrett Kolb, Kaleb Konigus, Katie Kostrobala, Mackenzie Love, Destiny McHenry, Liam O’Brien, Nathan
O’Donnell, Thomas Piatt, Isabel Radel, Caitlin Romanofski, Cole Schuler, Jodie Shultz, Madison Siley, Carly Souder, Jacob Sutliff, Laurel Traver, Christopher Tsioles, Morgan Weaver, Dale White Jr. , Dakota Williams, and Charles Wilson.
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Trinity, Dallas donates pajamas to children News from the Back Mountain

Memorial
Library
Registration for Winter/Spring Story Times began Tuesday, January 30

On January 7, the members and friends of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Irem Road, Dallas donated and
presented 110 pairs of pajamas to Judge Jennifer Rogers and Deanna German, Deputy Director of Luzerne
County Children and Youth. The pajamas will be distributed by them to children in need in the community.
Above in photo from left are: Mark Chappell, immediate past president of the Trinity Board of Deacons;
Karen Perzia, incoming president of the Trinity Board of Deacons; Rev. Jennifer Baer, pastor, Trinity Presbyterian Church; Judge Jennifer Rogers; and Deanna German.

at 9:30 AM, but there’s still time to sign up. Several sessions are available
for toddlers through 5-year-olds. Classes include stories, fingerplays, music, and a craft. They will run 8 weeks, through the week of February 12 to
the week of April 2. Call the Library to register or for more information.
“Wanderlust” Author presentation and book signing. Local author J. L.
Shilanski will give a lecture based on his new book, “Wanderlust: Wandering and Wondering About the World”, as he examines the impact travel can
have on a person’s life. The presentation will be held Wednesday, February
21, at 7:00 PM at the Library.
If you’d like to relax and enjoy coloring “inside the lines”, the Color
Therapy group will be meeting at 11 AM on Fridays, February 9 and 23.
Bring your own supplies or use ours. This activity releases stress and encourages mindfulness while creating beauty!
News & Notices - Ever wonder what’s so fantastic about the Fantastic
Four? Wonder what’s the backstory of your favorite superhero movies?
The Library has added a new collection, Graphic Novels, to the fiction section that will awe and amaze! These dynamic fusions of pulse-pounding
plots and mind-blowing artwork feature both reprints of formative titles and
the newest, cutting-edge series of today. So even if you don’t know AntMan from Aunt May, stop in, kick back, and expand your horizons!
If you’re late getting to your New Year’s resolutions, keep in mind that
we have a plentiful supply of exercise, healthful eating, and home organization books. It’s never too late to improve your life. (And if your resolution
is to read more—we can help with that, too!)
Planning and reorganization for our annual Auction is already underway.
It’s never too soon to think about what you can do to help out. Volunteers
are invited to help paint and repair donated furniture and items. Call the
Library to volunteer, and put your talents to good use!
Reader Recommended: Titles our patrons and staff are enthusiastic
about A patron recommended the highly enjoyable novel, “Brilliant” by
Marne Davis Kellogg. Also excellent is “The War That Saved My Life” by
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley. Don’t be put off by its being juvenile fiction;
it is really gripping and moving. The sequel, “The War I Finally Won” was
recently released.
Contact us at 570-675-1182. And find so much more at our website at
www.backmountainlibrary.org.
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