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        “On October 15, 2016 around noontime, I broke my ankle at Ricketts Glen 
State Park. I was told many units responded and along with the first responders 
several good samaritans carried me out of the woods. There were passersby who 
offered water, food, and even their jacket if I was cold as I waited for the resuce 
team to arrive. 
        I want to express my deepest heartfelt gratitude and sincerest thanks to those 
who offered their assistance to me that day. Your organized rescue teams made me 
feel safe the entire time by letting me know what you were doing every step of the 
way and what to expect.   A big thank you to the officer who first arrived and Andy 
my EMT from Sweet Valley who was very reassuring through the process. 
       It takes special people to be first responders and what you do every day is price-
less in your communities. As for me, following a surgery, I am healing nicely and 
am waiting for the day the cast comes off the first week of December.  
       My very best wishes to you and your families this holiday season! God bless 
you and keep you safe.”

“Thank you to Community News for giving me the opportunity to express my appreciation.”

Thank You!
First Responders and Good Samaritans

Rebecca H. ~ Limerick, PA
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Traffic Light 
to be activated 
on SR 415 and 
Lakeview Drive 
by Yalick Farms
      The Traffic Signal Light at 
SR 415 and Lakeview Drive by 
Yalick Farms has been in “flash-
ing” operation since it was erect-
ed. The Dallas Township Board of 
Supervisors recently made an ap-
plication to PennDot to have the 
traffic light changed to “full red, 
yellow and green operation”, as it 
was originally designed for.
      In order to promote driver 
awareness and safety, a message 
board will be erected by PennDot 
a few weeks prior to the traffic 
signal being changed, in an effort 
to give drivers notification of the 
upcoming change.

Wyoming Valley Civil War Round 
Table announces meeting 
         The Wyoming Valley Civil War Round Table will meet on Thurs-
day, December 8, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. in the lower level of the Daddow-
Isaacs American Legion, 730 Memorial Highway, Dallas, PA.  
     The program for the evening will be presented by Mr. Robert Mis-
chak and is entitled “Notable Rifles and Muskets of the Civil War.” Mr. 
Mischak is a retired teacher from the Lake-Lehman School District and 
is currently a Living Historian of American Wars; French and Indian 
War through World War II, and an Interpreter at the Historic Nathan 
Denison House, Forty Fort, PA. He is also a former re-enactor of the 
Revolutionary War, War of 1812 and the Civil War.
     The program is open to the public.  A three dollar donation will be 
accepted for non-members. New members are always welcome. For 
information contact John at (570) 675-8936.

All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast planned
    An all you can eat breakfast is planned at the Shavertown Volunteer 
Fire Department on Saturday, December 17 from 8am to 12 noon. The 
Shavertown Fire Company is located at 170 North Main Street, Shaver-
town.  Come visit with Santa and each child who visits Santa Claus will 
receive a special gift.  Adults are $8.00 and children under 12 years old 
are free with a paying adult. 
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Arts at Hayfield House sponsored its annual Holiday Craft Fair
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

    The Arts at Hayfield House sponsored its an-
nual Holiday Craft Fair on November 6, 2016.     
Local crafters and vendors were on hand to sell 
their goods to the many people who attended 
the event on a lovely fall day.

Photo right: Myrtle Chamberlain is pictured 
spinning wool from her own sheep. Scarves, 
hats, dryer balls, and spun wool, separated 
and individually identified by name of the 
sheep came from and can be purchased at 
Lehman Nursery on Route 118, Dallas.

Paul Nice and his daughter Michele Faux were selling Old Country 
Almonds. They can also be purchased at Cook’s Pharmacy, Dar-
lings, Pizza Perfect and Dymonds and through their on-line store.

Arts at Hayfield volunteers at the Craft Fair included, from left, 
Maryann Blessner, Carol Scheff, Marie Kruska, and Peg Michal-
ick.

Retired Penn State employees Gerri Goodwin, 
left, and Jackie Allabaugh always enjoy their 
shopping trip to the annual Craft Fair.

Photo right: Maki McCann brought her daughter 
Isabella to the Arts at Hayfield Craft Fair.
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Free Exercise 
Class planned
     Ladies Exercise Class will be 
held on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 
9AM at the Sweet Valley Church 
of Christ, 5439 Main Road, Sweet 
Valley. Call or visit for more infor-
mation 570-477-2320. Online at: 
www. svccconnect.org.

Grief Support 
        A Grief Support Group is 
available at River of Life Fellow-
ship Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, 
Lehman, on an  as-needed basis.  
If you need help, or just someone 
to talk to, call Denise at 570-639-
2115 for further information.

Men’s Breakfast 
Group meets weekly
      The Back Mountain Men’s Ec-
umenical Group meets at the Irem 
Country Club for their weekly 
breakfast meetings at  8:00 a.m. on 
Tuesdays.  All men are welcome 
to join the group as they share fun,  
fellowship and faith. 

Pre-Order Welsh 
Cookies 
    For the Christmas Holiday you 
may order by calling Dianne Cor-
by at 570-675-4893, please leave 
name and telephone number and 
please say your phone number 
twice. I will call you back.
    “Welsh Cookies” $4.50 per 
dozen and cookies freeze well. 
Pre-order by December 9 and 
pickup is on  Friday, December 
16 from  4:00 - 6:00 PM at the 
Eastern Star Hall, behind CVs 
Pharmacy, Dallas. 

Dallas Borough 
Winter Parking 
and Snow 
Removal
       Please be reminded of the fol-
lowing winter parking and snow 
removal regulations for Dallas 
Borough:
• It is the duty of the owner, ten-
ant or occupant of any property in 
Dallas Borough to clear the entire 
width of the sidewalks contiguous 
thereto of all snow or ice within 
twenty-four (24) hours after the 
cessation of any storm or fall of 
snow.      
• It is unlawful to deposit any 
snow or ice on a road or immedi-
ately next to a fire hydrant.        
• It is unlawful for a vehicle to 
stand or park in any Borough 
roadway which interferes with the 
snow plowing or ice removal.  
• It is unlawful to be parked on a 
Borough road during or follow-
ing a measurable snowfall of one 
inch or more. Parking on Borough 
roads is prohibited for a period of 
three (3) days following a snow 
accumulation for the purpose of 
clearing snow and ice.  Vehicles 
not removed from streets or road-
ways will be ticketed and towed 
at the owner’s expense. 
     A more detailed summary is 
available on the Dallas Borough 
Website at www.dallasborough.
org.  
    The Dallas Borough Road De-
partment thanks you for your an-
ticipated compliance. 

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 recently gave 
a $1,000 contribution to the Back Mountain Food Pantry.  Com-
mander Baloga stated, “In these times when people need a helping 
hand during the Thanksgiving holiday, Post 672 is always ready to 
be that helping hand.”  Carol Eyet, on behalf of the Food Pantry, 
was very appreciative of the gift. Many families will be provided a 
turkey and fixings for the holiday season.  Shown in photo above 
from left are: James Baloga, Commander; Carol Eyet, Food Pantry 
Administrator; and Clarence J. Michael, Past Commander.

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American 
Legion Post 672 gave a donation to 
the Back Mountain Food Pantry

First annual 
Holiday Shopping 
and Tea planned
    Join us on Saturday, December 
3 at the Irem Country Club begin-
ning at 11:00am.     The afternoon 
tea begins at 12:30pm and con-
cludes with more shopping. For 
more information call Kelly at 
570-574-4192.

Christmas Choral Concert to be held 
at Prince of Peace Episcopal Church
           The Music Center at Prince of Peace Episcopal Church invites you 
to an evening of beautiful Christmas choral music on Sunday, December 
18 beginning at 7:30 PM. A group of very talented musicians from the 
area will be performing a variety of Christmas music under the direction 
of Jennifer Hunter. Light refreshments will follow the concert. There is 
no charge for this event. 
       Prince of Peace is located at 420 Main Street in Dallas. For more in-
formation on this and other events, please visit the parish website www.
princeofpeacedallaspa.org or contact the church office 570-675-1723. 

Send your community 
notices to:

communitynews123@comcast.net
It’s All Good News

Where Community Matters.



To place your 
Classified Advertising visit online
www.communitynewsonline.net

for an advertising form or mail your 
information along with a check or 

money order for $10 - payable to the 
Back Mountain Community News,

P.O. Box 430, Dallas, PA 18612.
All classified advertisements

require pre-payment.

Holiday
KNITTING 
CLASSES
Beginner Levels 

Techniques required include
Co., Bo., Inc., Dec.

Christmas Tree Ornament
December 5 & 6. Fee $30

Mon., 5:30 - 7:30
Tues., 5:30 - until done.

Mini Santa Hat Ornament
December 14 & 15. Fee $20

Wednesday 5:00 - 7:00
Thursday, 5:00 - until done.

Materials included in fee. 
Students bring needles & buttons 
to personalize tree. Registration 

and sign-up required.
Gift Certificates Available

for Beginners I and 
Beginners II

Confidential Classes
Available for Men. 

Contact Purls of Wisdom
 (570) 239-4896 

for more information. 

Mobile Home
to Buy or 

Rent to Own
1)  2 Bedrooms Inclusive. 
2)  3 Bedrooms Inclusive. 

Reasonable Prices.
Call Dorothy at 
570-822-3836

Wood Pellet 
Stove

Like new - used only 
2 seasons. Clean and in 

excellent condition
$1,200 or best offer.

Call (570) 690-7581

HELP WANTED
The Dallas Centre Hardware is currently

seeking a cashier and floor person.
Must be willing to work weekends,

possess excellent customer service skills
and be a team player.

For more information, 
apply in person to submit application.

 No phone calls please.
42-44 Main Street, Dallas

We are an equal opportunity employer.

Community News • December 2016 • Page 5

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Betsy Balara

Annual Essay Contest announced
      Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 
is sponsoring their annual Essay Contest.  This year’s 
topic is “Should the American Flag Be Protected From 
Desecration? Explain Your Rationale.”
        Any student in grades 9-12 in a public, parochial 
or private, or home schooled in the Back Mountain is 
eligible to participate.  All essays must be no less than 
500 words or no more than 1,000 words.  The specific 
rules for submitting an Essay can be garnered at school 
or calling the Chairman, Clarence J. Michael at (570) 
675-0488.  Essays will be due no later than January 
31, 2017.  Monies will be awarded on a local, district, 
and state level.  The Department of Pennsylvania First 
Place Winner will be awarded a $3,500 scholarship, a 
plaque, and a trip to the American Legion Convention 
in July to read the winning essay to the assembled del-
egates.  The second place winner will receive a $3,000 
scholarship, and the third place winner will receive a 
$2,500 scholarship.  
      Since the inception of the Department of Pennsylva-
nia state Essay Contest in 1935, the American Legion 
has awarded over $500,000 in scholarships.  With the 
increasing costs of a college education this is an excel-
lent way to earn some scholarship money. A national 
Oratorical Contest is also sponsored by Post 672.
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Your donations are needed at the Back Mountain Food Pantry
        Help from the public is needed 
to restock the shelves at the Back 
Mountain Food Pantry.  Demand 
for food is up substantially during 
this holiday season, and supplies are 
down due to reduced giving during 
summer vacation time.  
    As temperatures begin to fall as 
we head into the winter season, fam-
ilies and the elderly will have the di-
lemma of food vs. fuel, or food vs. 
medications,   Also children will be 
out of school for the holidays and 
miss receiving some of their meals 
at school.   
      Any individuals or groups wish-
ing to conduct a food drive during  
December to help with the food 
needed for the season are encour-
aged to schedule delivery to the 
food pantry as soon as possible.     
Please call 570-696-2917 to sched-
ule food drives and delivery dates 
so that the volunteers can be on 
hand to receive, sort and organize

the food.  All food items should 
carry current dates to ensure their 
quality and nutritional value. 
        The food pantry is located in 
the lower level of the Trucksville 
United Methodist Church Admin-
istration Building across the street 
from the church.
       Monetary donations for the food 
pantry holiday project may be sent 
to: Back Mountain Food Pantry, 
c/o Trucksville United Methodist 
Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucks-
ville, PA  18708.  Checks should be 
made payable to the Back Mountain 
Food Pantry.  The pantry is now an 
approved 501(c)(3) charity,  and all 
donations are tax deductible as al-
lowed by law.
    Smaller amounts of donated food  
from individuals may be dropped 
off at Cook’s Pharmacy, Rt. 309, 
Shavertown;     Hilbert’s      Tractor 
Store, Rt. 415, Dallas; and St. Paul’s 
Lutheran   Church,    off    Rt.  118,

Dallas, during their regular hours of 
operation.   
     Suggested nonperishable food 
items needed during Decem-
ber are: cranberry sauce, stuff-
ing   mix, boxed dried potato mix, 
canned sweet potatoes, canned 
gravy, canned fruits and vegeta-
bles, macaroni and cheese,    rice,  
pasta, canned evaporated milk, hot 
chocolate mix, tea, canned hams, 
tuna fish, peanut butter, jelly, Jell-0, 
pudding mix, cake mixes, canned 
frosting, cereal, juice and soup.  
        The Board of Directors of the 
Back Mountain Food Pantry wish 
to thank everyone for their sup-
port throughout the holidays and 
all year long.  The food pantry and 
the service it provides would not be 
possible without the generous sup-
port of the residents of our Back 
Mountain community.

The Back Mountain U12 Warriors earned third place in the Wyo-
ming Valley Cup soccer tournament on November 5, 2016. Coach-
es for the Warriors are: Head Coach,  Scott Bullers and Assistant 
Coach, Ed Williams. Players shown above gathering for the photo 
are: Nikolas Bullers, Tyler Williams, Ryan Vallach, Kieran Karlow-
icz, Conner Handley, Zach Kizis, Josh Kizis, Chase Brunges, Con-
ner Hartshaw, Daniel Mattey, Bryon Crosson, and Seth Blockus.

Back Mountain U12 Warriors 
earned third place in the Wyoming 

Valley Cup soccer tournament

Misericordia University students to 
host Sensory Winter Wonderland
       Misericordia University students will host an Autism Speaks U Sen-
sory Winter Wonderland to raise awareness for Autism Speaks, North 
America’s largest autism science and advocacy organization, on Sun-
day, Dec. 4 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Sandy and Marlene Insalaco Hall 
at Misericordia University. 
        Children with autism and their families are invited to participate in 
many sensory oriented events, including a parachute activity and photo 
booth. Light refreshments also will be served. Holiday photo oppor-
tunities will also be available. All events are specifically designed for 
children who have sensory challenges. Student volunteers will strive to 
make this an opportunity that does not overwhelm any sensory sensitive 
participants. 
      Families will be able to walk around and participate at designated 
activity tables moderated by volunteers. Crafts such as snow globes, 
snowflakes, and ornaments can be made and be taken home. Shirts will 
also be available for purchase at the event, and there will be a donation 
table. All proceeds go to Autism Speaks.
       Families can pre-register at http://www.misericordia.edu/autism 
under the Autism Speaks U tab. Admission is free. For additional de-
tails, please contact Mike Gombita at (570) 229-0086 or by email at 
gombitam@misericordia.edu.
      Launched in 2008, Autism Speaks U is an initiative of Autism 
Speaks. It is designed to support college students, alumni and faculty 
in their awareness, advocacy and fundraising efforts. Student-organized 
events can range from hosting a 5K run, benefit concert, eating contest, 
panel on autism, and more. While many of the students involved with 
Autism Speaks U have a personal connection to autism, others not di-
rectly affected also have joined the program to support the cause. Since 
its inaugural event at Penn State University in 2006, Autism Speaks U 
events have raised more than $1 million and student-organized Walk 
Now for Autism Speaks teams have brought in millions more. The 
Misericordia University chapter of Autism Speaks U was organized in 
2015.
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At a recent Tuesday morning meeting of the Back Mountain Men’s 
Ecumenical Breakfast Group at the Irem Country Club, three 
members of the group were recognized and congratulated for 60 
plus years of marriage and posed for this picture with their guest 
speaker for the morning, Congressman Lou Barletta.  From left: 
George and Beverly Gross - 65 years of marriage; Tex Wilson, mar-
ried to his wife Jean for 67 years; Bobby Baird, married to his wife 
Pat for 62 years; Congressman Lou Barletta.

Men’s Group Recognizes
Members’ Anniversaries  

Carols by Candlelight Concert at Shavertown 
United Methodist Church

On Sunday, December 11th at 7:00 PM, the Shavertown United Methodist Church Fine Arts Concert 
Series will present Carols by Candlelight.  The annual Christmas concert will be an evening of carol 
singing accompanied by The Anthracite Brass, hand bells, piano and organ.  SUMC choirs and guest 
singers will also be singing and playing special arrangements of favorite Christmas and Advent carols.  
A reception will follow the concert and a free will offering will be received.  All are welcome. 
The church is located at 163 N. Pioneer Ave., Shavertown.  For more information, please call 570-675-
3616.  Pictured is the SUMC Chancel Choir. The snow date is December 18th.



         The Back Mountain Cham-
ber was able to donate $200 to 
the Blue Chip Annual Rescue 
as a result of a recent Gertrude 
Hawk candy sale.  
     Back Mountain Chamber of 
Commerce provides a formal 
structure that brings organiza-
tions, educational facilities, 
and government together to 
accomplish our purpose to cre-
ate a strong, thriving, growing 
business environment that sup-
ports community, culture, and 
commerce. For more informa-
tion, contact the Back Moun-
tain Chamber at 570-675-9380 
or email at membership@back-
mountainchamber.org. Visit us 
online at www.backmountain-
chamber.org. 
     Shown in photo from left are:  
Atty. Lynn Banta of Twin Stacks, Marge Bart of Blue Chip, and Bill Leandri, Director of the Back Mountain 
Chamber.
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Back Mountain Chamber donates to Blue Chip Annual Rescue
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The Pre-nursery students of  Nancy Guyette’s class at Trinity Learn-
ing Center in Dallas recently celebrated fire prevention month with 
a visit from members of the Dallas Fire and Ambulance crew.  The 
firefighters spoke to the children about fire safety and what to do in 
case of a fire. The students then got a chance to see the inside of the 
fire truck, hear the siren and how the hose worked. Shown in photo 
above from left are:  Mason Yingst, Noah Kresge, Calvin Baer,  Alli 
Nicholson  Christian Eyet, Maddox Morreale and  Ethan Wielgosz.

Pre-nursery Students at Trinity Learning 
Center celebrated Fire Prevention Month

Wheeling for Wishes at Trinity Learning Center

The Trinity Learning Center at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Irem Road, Dallas recently sponsored 
their ninth annual Make-A-Wish fundraising event.  They raised more than $1,100.00 through a basket 
raffle to help make wishes come true for critically ill children.  
The parents, staff members at the school and local businesses created and donated the baskets for 

the raffle.  Throughout the years the children have participated in 
many ways to help others in our community such as collecting food 
at Thanksgiving time for the Back Mountain Food Pantry, collect-
ing Toys For Tots at Christmas time for the Marines to distribute, 
and much more.   The children had a great time playing the games 
under the supervision of their teachers.  
Some of the children participating in one of the races are, from left: 
Ethan Wielgosz, Michael McCabe, Molly Loftus, Maddox Morre-
ale, Iva Kukosky, Alieya Schwartz.  Presenting a check to Make-
A-Wish Regional Manager Maggie O’Brien are from left: Owen 
Herman and Sam Sgarlat. 
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FREE Wi-Fi

The Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center and the Alzheimer’s Association recently held a Can-
dlelight Vigil.  An ecumenical service was held with clergy and music, followed by an outdoor lighting 
ceremony. The evening concluded with light refreshments. The Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation 
Center hosts an Alzheimer’s Support Group on the first Thursday of each month at 10:00 am in the 
Meadows board room. This support group benefits caregivers by providing the opportunity to address 
their concerns and learn about the newest developments in the treatment of this disease. Shown in 
photo above are:  Dena Gregory, Ralph Salafrio, Diane Racemus, Russell Sheldon, Lois Reese, Joan 
Lenahan, Maryan Daily, Connie Wilt, Jeff Wilt, Jane Maneval and Pat Zikor.

Performing Arts 
at Wyoming Sem. 
       The Wyoming Seminary Up-
per School Music Department 
will present the annual December 
Concert on Sunday, December 
11 at 1:30 p.m. in the Sem Kirby 
Center for Creative Arts, 260 
North Sprague Avenue, Kingston.
         The concert is free and open 
to the public. For more informa-
tion, 570-270-2192.

Alzheimer Candlelight Vigil recently held at the
Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

News from the 
Dallas American 
Legion Post 672
      The Christmas Party for Chil-
dren is scheduled for December 18 
at 1:00 PM.  Santa Claus will arrive 
by fire truck with a bag of presents 
for Back Mountain children.
      The annual Children’s Christ-
mas party will be held at the Dallas 
American Legion, Memorial High-
way, Dallas.

Back Mountain Community 
News ... It’s All Good News. 
Available at over 90 locations 

free of charge every month 
and free online at: 

www.communitynewsonline.net!
To advertise call  (570) 674-7772 

Winter Parking 
Reminder for 
Residents of
Dallas Township 
       Residents of Dallas Township are 
reminded that, except in locations 
whereby Ordinance restrictions are 
more severe, the Township’s Winter 
Parking Ordinance prohibits ve-
hicles from parking on Township 
roads and streets from November 1, 
2016 through April 30, 2017, inclu-
sive, between 6:00PM and 6:00AM.       
This allows the Dallas Township 
Road Department to effectively 
clear streets and roads of snow. The 
Winter Parking Ordinance is in ef-
fect regardless of whether or not it 
snows. Police will enforce the win-
ter parking ban as part of their night 
patrol duties.  

Soup and Salad 
Supper planned
     Members of the Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church on 
Mount Zion Road in Harding are 
holding their  “All you can eat 
soup and salad supper on Satur-
day, December 3, from 4:30 pm 
until 7:00 pm.  A variety of soups, 
salads, chili, breads, beverages, 
and desserts will be available. 
Cost for adults is $7.00 and chil-
dren’s meals cost $4.00.  All are 
welcome. For details, call Karen 
Daniels at 570-885-1650. 
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Sweet Valley Area 
Crime Watch
       The Sweet Valley Area Crime 
Watch meets monthly on the second 
Tuesday every month, 7:00 PM at 
the  Sweet Valley Church of Christ, 
5439 Main Road, Sweet Valley. For 
information call  570-477-3655.
        Together Gathering In Fel-
lowship - FREE & meets on 3rd 
Friday every month at 7:00 PM at 
the Sweet Valley Church of Christ. 
Refreshments provided. 

NEAREA Telecom Pioneer Club recently donated 
crocheted items to the Meadows

Residents of Meadows Nursing & Rehab Center recently received a donation of 22 crocheted lap robes, 
shawls, and throws from the NEAREA Telecom Pioneer Club. The group has been making donations 
of hand crafted items for over 20 years.  Shown in photo above from left, standing behind are:  Cristina 
Tarbox, Meadows NRC Administrator; John Stubeda, VP Pioneer Club; Tanya Christ Secretary/Trea-
surer Pioneer Club; JoAnne DePew, Pioneer Club; Nancy Space, Meadows NRC Activities Director. 
Seated in front are: Sophia Gadomski; Dolores Stubeda, Pioneer Club; and Ruth Searfoss.

Kingston Township 
Winter Parking
Ordinance
     Kingston Township’s Winter 
Parking Ordinance will be in effect 
beginning November 1 until March 
31, 2017. Parking is prohibited on 
Township streets between the hours 
of 10:00 pm and 6:00 am daily. 
    Also stated in the Ordinance is 
that parking is prohibited on Town-
ship streets during snow storms or 
for eight (8) hours after the end of a 
snow storm. 

LIHEAP Program 
         The state’s Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) is now accepting appli-
cations for home heating assistance 
grants, Rep. Karen Boback (R-
Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) 
said today. 
    LIHEAP is a federally funded 
program that helps individuals 
and families pay their heating bills 
through home heating energy as-
sistance grants. It also provides 
crisis grants to help in the event of 
an emergency or if a resident is in 
danger of losing their heat due to 
broken equipment, lack of fuel or 
termination of utility service. 
      The income eligibility guide-
lines for LIHEAP are set at 150 
percent of the federal poverty level 
income. For an individual, the in-
come limit is $17,820; for a cou-
ple, the limit is $24,030; and for a 
family of four, it is $36,450. 
       Residents may apply for LI-
HEAP online or by contacting the 
County Assistance Office in their 
county of residence. For additional 
information or to apply online, vis-
it www.RepBoback.com.
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Presented by: 

Prince of Peace Announces Services
       Prince of Peace Episcopal Church 420 Main Street, Dallas will 
celebrate the Christmas Eucharist at a traditional Christmas Eve service 
on Saturday, December 24, 2016 at 4:30 p.m.
     A Christmas morning Holy Eucharist will be held on Sunday, De-
cember 25 at 9:30 a.m. The church will continue the Christmas celebra-
tion with a Service of Lessons & Carols with Holy Eucharist on Sunday, 
January 1, at 9:30 AM.  All are invited.
      For more information please visit the parish website www.prin-
ceofpeacedallaspa.org or contact the church office 570-675-1723. The 
Episcopal Church welcomes YOU! 

Holiday Vendor Fair planned
       The Lehman Jackson Elementary PTO will be sponsoring a Holiday 
Vendor Fair with a Secret Santa Shop for kids of all ages. 
       Bring your camera for pictures with Santa. Thursday, December 
8th from 6 PM - 8 PM at Lehman Jackson Elementary School, Market 
Street, Lehman.

Lake-Lehman students recently participated in the 
2016 Wyoming Valley Youth Salute

The Lake-Lehman JSHS would like to acknowledge and congratulate the following Lake-Lehman stu-
dents who participated in the 2016 Wyoming Valley Youth Salute. This is coordinated by Photography 
by Andy.  The 33 participants from area high schools attended the breakfast and awards ceremony 
held on September 18th at Genetti’s in Wilkes-Barre.   Participants of Lake-Lehman were Ashley Her-
ceg, Thomas Manzoni, Marina Malcolm, Elizabeth Bartuska, Tyler Manzoni, Justin Lansberry, and 
Emily Johns.  Four winners advanced to the National Level Town Meeting on Tomorrow Scholarship 
and Awards banquet held at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on October 18th.   Lake-
Lehman is proud to announce that Justin Lansberry was chosen as a third place winner.  Shown in the 
picture from left to right are:  Tyler Manzoni, Thomas Manzoni, Ashley Herceg, Elizabeth Bartuska, 
Marina Malcolm, Emily Johns, Justin Lansberry and Principal Doug Klopp.
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Don Berlew of the Dallas Lions Club is pictured putting the star on 
the tree at the Dallas Post Office to start the Christmas season. He 
got a helping hand from other members of the Lions Club and a lift 
from the bucket truck of R.N. Fitch & Sons Company.

Dallas Lions Club Members add Holiday
Decorations outside the Dallas Post Office

Photo by MB Gilligan

23rd Annual Production of “The Gift” ~ A Musical 
Drama, recreating the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem

Triple S Gourmet, Uncle Buck’s 
BBQ and Webby’s Middle East-
ern & American Food. 
     Also, stop by our “The Gift” 
Giveaway Tent, where each visit-
ing household can register to win 
one of many gift cards or items 
donated by local businesses. After 
visit our complimentary Cookie 
Tent before leaving to pick up a 
sweet treat. 
      For all our updates visit our,The 
Gift- A Musical Drama, Facebook 
page, like and share.
       Also feel free to call our ad-
ministration office at 570-696-
1128 or visit bmha.org. We look 
forward to seeing you there !

Pastor Ray Petts
BMHA Lead Pastor &
“The Gift”  Producer

      Our BMHA Family invites 
you, along with your family & 
friends, to spend some time re-
flecting on the true meaning of 
Christmas. Join us at our 23rd 
annual production of “The Gift”- 
A Musical Drama, recreating the 
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. We 
have 5 outdoor performances on 
Friday & Saturday December 9th 
& 10th at 6 & 8pm and Sunday, 
December 11th at 6pm.
      This live production takes 
place in a beautiful outdoor set-
ting involving over 100 actors, 
live animals as well as numerous 
backstage and behind the scenes 
volunteers . So make sure you 
dress for outdoor winter weather ! 
The location is our BMHA Cam-
pus at 340 Carverton Road in 
Trucksville. Admission is free as 
our “gift” to all who attend. These 
performances are our last ones un-
til December 2018. During 2017 
we are breaking ground and con-
structing our permanent site at an-
other location on our campus.
      Before each performance we 
are providing the opportunity for 
everyone to purchase some great 
food, beverages and snacks from 
local Food Trucks & Vendors to 
enjoy before or during the presen-
tation. Those joining us are Ban-
ta’s Beverages, Pittston Popcorn 
Company, Sammy’s Caribbean 
Food,      Southwest Savory Grill, 
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Holiday Worship Services continued on next page.



DUVCW Welcome Three New Members
       Dot Schiesser, Presi-
dent of the Daughters of 
Union Veterans of the 
Civil War (DUVCW) 
Mary Morris Husband 
Tent #58 installed three 
new members at the 
November meeting. 
Each woman is a lineal 
descendant from a Civil 
War ancestor who served 
between April 12, 1861 
and April 9, 1865. 
        Members Nancy 
Elias , descendant of 
Corporal Evan Morris, 
Co K. 100th Regiment, PA Volunteer; Barbara Patchell , descendant of Private Theodore 
Warren Roberts, Co C, 20th Regiment, PA Infantry; and Michelle Davies , descendant of  
Private William Alexander Fairchild, Co I, 119th Regiment, PA Infantry were all welcomed 
at the meeting.
       To be eligible for membership in the DUVCW, ancestors must have been honorably 
discharged or died during their term of  service. Members have the opportunity to preserve 
her Civil War heritage for posterity, while honoring and revering her Civil War ancestry, and 
promoting patriotism for the United States of America.  The Daughters of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War, 1861 - 1865 was incorporated December 12, 1885 and federally chartered 
December 9, 1985. Our mission is ‘To spread widely the teachings of patriotism, that those 
who dwell in this broad land of ours will so live that, in peace or in war, there shall be no stain 
on “The Flag Our Fathers Saved.” Our object is to: To perpetuate the memory, deeds and 
loyalty of those ancestors who sacrificed so much in the struggle to preserve the Union and 
establish freedom for everyone.”  Pictured from left, seated are new members Nancy Elias, 
Barbara Patchell and Michelle Davies; standing are: Dorothy Wright, Senior Vice President 
and Debbie Schiesser, President.
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Bells are ringing at the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library
        Jean Paris of Dallas will be dis-
playing her collection of bells at the 
Back Mountain Memorial Library 
throughout the month of December. 
Paris has been collecting bells for 25 
years and has items in her collection 
from around the world. Some of her 
favorite pieces in her collection in-
clude bells from Holland and a cow 
bell from Germany. Paris explained, 
“When they bring the cows down from 
the high meadows, they are decorated 
and paraded through the village.”
       Paris said, “I have travelled over 
67 countries.” She explained that each 
bell from a foreign country represents 
the local craftsmanship of that country 
or was bought as a souvenir at a tourist 
shop. “Some are made by the people of 
that country, telling a story about their 
country or people, who are artists.”
      Members of the community are 
encouraged visit Paris’ bell collection 
during the month of December at the 
Back Mountain Memorial Library.
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Tenth annual Veterans Appreciation Event and Expo recently held at Misericordia
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

         State Representative Kar-
en Boback, and Dr. Thomas 
Botzman, president of Misericor-
dia University, welcomed people 
to the tenth annual Veterans Ap-
preciation Event and Expo recent-
ly held at the University.
       Many vendors were on hand to 
lend support, advice, and guidance 
to local veterans. These included 
Equines for Freedom, Friends 
of the Forgotten, Inc., Hunts for 
Healing, PA Wounded Warriors, 
Suicide Prevention Program, 
Archery Zone Veterans Archery 
Experience, Women’s Veterans 
Programs, and the Mobile Veter-
ans Outreach Team which can be 
reached at 1-800-547-2838.

Nan Horn, left, and Lloyd Hoyt are pictured with a painting en-
titled, “Closure,” about a Vietnam vet who found closure after visit-
ing the Vietnam Memorial Wall.

Jim Holmes, left, and Charlie Stockage, right, both representing 
American Legion Post 457 in Tunkhannock, are shown with Bruce 
Spencer whose program, “Equines for Freedom,” supports veter-
ans suffering from PTSD.

Anthony Kowalski, left, and Walter Konopke visited the tenth an-
nual Veterans Appreciation Event held at Misericordia University.

Members of the Dallas American Legion Post 672 served as the Color Guard for the event sponsored 
by State Rep. Karen Boback. From left are Commander Jim Baloga, Rep. Boback, John M. Emil, Sr., 
Charles Fleming, Rev. William Lewis, and Charles Kishbaugh.                        More photos on page 23.
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Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!
Wishing You A Happy, 

Healthy & Prosperous 2017
Back Mountain 

Jewelry & Rock Shop

Merry Christmas 
 Happy Holidays!

Wishing you Peace 
& Joy throughout 

the New Year.
StudioZ Designs Salon
183 N. Main St., Shavertown

Wishing you and yours a very 
Happy Holiday Season 

 Merry Christmas and a Safe,
Happy and Healthy New Year.

Dr. David Lewis
Lewis Chiropractic

N. Main Street, Shavertown

Wishing You & Yours ...
A Wonderful Holiday Season!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.
Thank you for letting us serve
you this past year & looking 

forward to serving you in 2017! 
Rickett’s Glen Hotel

HARVEST MOON HALLOW COUNTRY STORE 
                                 & “The Alpaca Crew”

Wishing You A
Happy Holiday 

Season!
Merry Christmas & 

Happy New Year
Route 118, Sweet Valley

Senator Lisa Baker
With special wishes for every 
happiness this holiday season 

& throughout the coming year.

Paid for by the Baker for Senate Committee

22 Dallas Shopping Center, Dallas, PA  18612. 
(570) 675-3931

“Happy Holidays 
from the 

All Mechanical Team”

All Mechanical
Chase Road, Shavertown

Call 570-696-2222
Refrigeration * Air Conditioning * Heating Solutions

From our Family to Yours,
SEASONS GREETINGS 

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

570-675-5111

Thank you for letting us serve you 
this past year & looking forward

to serving you in 2017!
Merry Christmas

Happy Holidays and a
Very Happy New Year!

63A Gerald Avenue, Dallas. 
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Have a wonderful Holiday Season 
& Wishes for a very Happy New Year!

Friends Around the Easel
 ~ Paint & Sip ~

Bountiful Gifts, LLC

Newell Fuel Service 
Newco Heating &
Air Conditioning

Fernbrook / Dallas Self Store

Albert Ashton 
Construction

Wishing You & 
Your Family a 

Merry Christmas 
and a Safe

& Happy New Year!
From our Family & Staff at 

Leggio’s Italian Restaurant
Sal & Lori Leggio

“May God Bless You & Yours
 ~ Today & Throughout

the New Year.”

Thank You for your Business.

From our Family to Yours ...

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

In the Magic of Christmas

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!
Wishes for Health &

Happiness throughout
the New Year!

STYLING STUDIO 

Seasons Greetings
from our family to yours!

Ochman’s 
Coins & Jewelry
Wishing You & Yours A

   Wonderful Holiday Season
 & a Healthy & 

Happy New Year!

Merry Christmas ~ Happy Holidays
& Wishes for a 

Happy & Healthy New Year!

BACK MOUNTAIN
AUTO SPECIALISTS

                 Merry Christmas 
           & Happy Holidays!

 Wishing you all the 
Best in the New Year!
Thank you for letting us serve 
you this past year & looking

  forward to serving you in 2017!

PIZZA BELLA 
Lake Street, Dallas

Seasons Greetings
                        from our family to yours ~

Wishing you a Blessed 
Holiday Season!

Merry Christmas & A Very
Happy & Healthy New Year.

         Dallas Centre Hardware 

From our Family to Yours...
Wishing You A 

Blessed Holiday Season.

Simply Country by Lori

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

HILBERT’S THE TRACTOR STORE
EQUIPMENT & WELDING, INC.

Memorial Highway, Dallas

Wishing You a 
Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

   Thank you for letting us serve you
 in 2016 and looking forward to 

serving you in 2017.

605 Main Road
Dallas
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Bridal Buzz & Amore

Ecumenical Enterprises Inc. is proud to congratulate the graduates of the Nurse Aide training program 
recently held at the Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center. The Nurse Aide training course was 
held in October. Meadows offers this training several times a year. For further information please con-
tact Megan Nemshick at (570) 675-8600 Ext. 127.  Shown in photo above, standing behind from left are:  
Cristina Tarbox, Meadows Administrator; Victoria Owens, Cortney Castner, and Kelly Johnson. Front 
from left are: Monique Zlotek, R.N. Nurse Aide Training Instructor; Karen Klein, Angie Shilanskis, 
and Megan Nemshick - Meadows Human Resources.

Graduates of the Nurse Aide Training Program recently 
held at the Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center         Ciao a tutti...hello everyone!   Once again, I must 

say that another year is passing us by.  I hope that it 
was a great one for you filled with much happiness, 
health and prosperity. 
    When I first opened my store, my concept was 
to offer high quality merchandise at WHOLESALE 
TO THE PUBLIC.  The only way that this concept 
would work is to sell in volume.  In spite of this trying economy, I want 
to thank all of my customers for proving that shopping local is a win-
win situation. AMORE and BRIDAL TRINKETS will also be open on 
Sundays in December beginning on December 11th from 12 to 5.  The 
first 5 customers each Sunday will receive a FREE PAIR OF PEARL 
STUD EARRINGS.  No purchase necessary.  You will also find a huge 
assortment of stocking stuffers at incredible prices.
      We will also have some private sales.  If you want to be included on 
our email list, please send your information to:  sales@bridaltrinkets.
com -  we never share this information with anyone. You can also call 
me at 570-675-3105.
       With all that being said, the bridal business was strong again this 
year. Headpieces were the big seller. Princess tiaras are a thing of the 
past, as the new look are headbands or side combs that are embellished 
with pearls and rhinestones. Strapless bridal gowns were once again the 
fashion winner. This means that a lot of chokers were sold to compli-
ment that look. In  years past, the color crystals that the bride wore was 
aurora borealis, that is a coated crystal that shimmers with pastel shades. 
Almost all wedding gowns today have beading that is clear crystal.  I 
really can’t wait to see all the new brides-to-be after the Holidays and 
begin working on new ideas or fashion trends that will happen or take 
the stage early next year. 
     I would like to take a moment to thank all my customers who have 
stopped by the store over the past year. I am so blessed with having a 
chance to meet so many nice people throughout the year and looking 
forward to meeting and making new friends in the New Year!
          Thank you all for your support and until next month, Mary.        
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Alzheimer’s Support 
Group meets monthly 
at the Meadows 
      The Meadows Nursing 
& Rehab. Center hosts an 
Alzheimer’s Support Group on 
the first Thursday of each month 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Meadows 
board room. This support group 
benefits caregivers by providing 
the opportunity to address their 
concerns and learn about the 
newest developments in the 
treatment of this disease.  For 
information, call (570) 675-8600, 
extension 115 or 195.

Dancing for Education at Dallas Elementary School
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      The Dallas Elementary School 
PTO held its Dance for Education 
on November 4. 
    This primary fundraiser helps 
to cover the costs of field trips, 
school assemblies, holiday gifts 
and other special items for stu-
dents at the school. The students 
requested donations from fam-
ily and friends and then, class by 
class, danced for a half hour in 
the school’s gymnasium to music 
provided by DJ Gene Koshinski.    

The Dallas Elementary PTO organized this major fundraiser for 
the school. From left are Kathy Dudick, Jessica Eick, Heather Har-
bester, and Abbie Youngblood.

Photo right: Students in Kim 
Smith’s second grade class wait-
ing for the dancing to begin, 
from left, are Luc Kostopoulos, 
Jordan Bender, Jack Ference, 
and Haylie Symeon.

DES second grade teacher Carol Robbins enjoyed a dance with 
Kassidy Kocher at the event.

Friends Sophia Strazdus, left, and Layla Williams stopped for a 
photo during their half-hour of dancing. 

2800 Memorial Highway
Dallas ~ (570) 814-3704

Christmas Eve Musical
     The Sweet Valley Church of 
Christ at 5439 Main Rd., Sweet 
Valley will be having a Christ-
mas Eve Musical, Dec. 24th at 
6:30PM. For more information 
call  844-782-2266 or visit online 
at: svccconnect.org.
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Several members of the Rotary Club of Dallas recently spent a Saturday morning placing Christmas 
decorations on the triangle at Routes 309 and 415 in Dallas.  It has been a club tradition for several 
decades to welcome everyone home for Christmas and to wish them a happy holiday season.  Shown 
in photo above, left of the sign are: Nick Stredny, Art Peoples, Ron Fitch, Spencer Marso, and Jerry 
Reisch.  Right of the sign, from left are: Todd Buckley, Ann Marie Konek, Jon Pomrinke, Kim Reyn-
olds,  and Dan Reynolds.

Dallas Rotary Club Welcomes 
Everyone Home for the Holidays Your New Year’s 

$ Resolutions
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., 
CEO of MF Advisers, Inc. &
MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.

      Let’s face facts:  after the holiday season 
shopping is completed, most of us find that our 
bank accounts are a bit smaller than we hoped 
they would be.  With this reality check in mind, here are 10 steps everyone 
can use to start off the new year on a smarter note money-wise and hope-
fully stick with throughout 2017:
1. Stop getting nickeled & dimed by everyone – and don’t start doing it to 
everyone else.  Why let stores, friends, family, etc., take advantage of you 
when it comes to money?  Be fair about money matters and don’t get taken 
advantage of by anyone.  Instead, use coupons, negotiate better deals/terms 
(especially when it comes to insurances), ask firmly but nicely (mind your 
manners!) for the money you’re owed.  Please stop drawing the short straw 
in these situations – you deserve better.
2. Put a budget in place AND stick to it.  No sense in spending your money 
without a clue – let’s figure out how to better use this green stuff, eh?  Noth-
ing will help you do that better than really seeing what money goes out and 
what money comes in.  No excuses either – plenty of cheap and easy to use 
software/apps/tools that can help you create/track your budget.  After you 
do this, you can figure out where you need to improve and make progress.
3. Put a financial plan in place AND stick to it.  See #2 above.  Make sure 
your investments/tax situations are where they need to be with your goals 
in mind…whatever those goals may be.
4. Eliminate terrible debt.  The big-box store plastic is probably the #1 
problem for most people.  The only acceptable debts (as long as the interest 
rates are reasonable) are mortgages, car loans, home improvement loans, 
and college loans.  Negotiate lower rates whenever possible – no need to 
pay more interest than you should.
5. Get a sufficient emergency fund in place NOW.  This way, you won’t re-
sort to using plastic when you have one of those “uh-oh” moments.  Ideally, 
save 3 mos. of income for starters…if you can get up to 1 year of income 
saved that would be best.
6. Improve your health…yes, this affects your $!  Less money spent on 
medications/prescriptions, less doctor’s visits (except your regular check-
ups), etc.  Eating better (you can contact me about this too – I know a thing 
or two in this area) and regular exercise (try to start somewhere – even if 
it’s just taking a walk after lunch and/or dinner) are truly your financial 
“friends”.  If you make some healthy changes, you will spend less money 
for many types of insurances going forward and enjoy a better quality of 
life.  Who doesn’t want that?
7. Take care of the things you have.  No sense in spending $ frequently on 
big-ticket items.  Make them last for a while.  Maintenance is key, espe-
cially when it comes to vehicles, boats, your home, properties, etc.
8. Be satisfied with what you have.  Too many people play that silly game 
called “Keeping up with the Joneses”.  Having the latest big-screen TV in 
every room in your house is not wise if you don’t have enough saved for 
retirement or for little Suzie’s college education.  Prioritize the things that 
really matter – delay instant gratification instead of having the “I need this 
yesterday” mentality that gets far too many people into financial trouble.
9. Avoid doing dumb things.  What I mean is that people sue people every 
day, so refrain from giving the sue-happy crowd any reason to come after 
you.  There’s a reason there are a lot of lawyers in the good ol’ U.S. of A…..
and, last (but not least)…
10. Learn something new financially every day.  Even if it seems like some-
thing trivial, the more you educate yourself about financial matters, the 
better financial decisions you’ll tend to make.  Hire a qualified financial 
professional who educates you on a regular basis – this 10th step (if you 
hire the right advisor) can easily help you with the previous 9 steps!
Happy New Year everyone – let’s make 2017 a great year!
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Help Support our
Back Mountain 

Businesses & 
Shop Local.

Tenth annual Veterans Appreciation Event and Expo

Members of Dallas Boy Scout Troop 281 assisted at the program. Pictured in front of some of the sub-
missions for the Veterans Art and Essay contest, from left, are Nicholas Teberio, Max Gingo, Matthew 
Maxfield, Charlie Kappler, Shane Healey, Jacob Koons, and Andy Goodrich.

Above: Carol Richards, left, and Jerry Gronch-
ick were on hand to present information about 
the Veterans Archery Experience at Archery 
Zone which is a program original designed for 
the Veterans Administration Hospital.

Gary and Jean Conger of Benton attended the pro-
gram. Gary served in the US Air Force for 30 years.

A Special Holiday Greeting to our Veterans 
Have a Wonderful Holiday Season, 

Merry Christmas
& Wishes for a Healthy

& Happy New Year!

News from the Back Mountain 
Memorial Libary
      The Back Mountain Memorial Library is preparing for the upcoming 
holiday season, so when you’re out and about, be sure to stop in to enjoy 
a break from the hectic pace that these days bring!
     Also, keep in mind, that with this busyness, we all forget some things 
along the way.  Be aware that once a year, the Library announces its 
Amnesty Week.  During the week of December 5 to December 10th, the 
library will waive any previously incurred fines on overdue materials 
that are returned during this week.     
      The following events will be held during the month of December. 
You may call the Library at (570)675-1182 for more information on any 
of the following:
•   Coloring Therapy Fridays – will be held on Fridays, December 2 and 
16 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Join us for a relaxing mid-morning 
gathering to color intricate designs and patterns.  Coloring generates 
wellness and stimulates brain areas related to motor skills, the senses 
and creativity.  Bring your own coloring book and pencils or you may 
use supplies that will be available. Pre-registration is required for these 
free sessions and may be made by calling the library at (570)675-1182.  
•   The Library’s Annual Holiday Open House will be held on Wednes-
day and Thursday, December 14 and 15, beginning at 11:00 a.m. each 
day.  Visit the library during these days and enjoy light refreshments, 
holiday punch and soft, instrumental music.
•   Extravagant Holiday Sale – Just in case you missed it, the Library’s 
popular Holiday Sale, will continue throughout the month of Decem-
ber! The sale is held in the Reference Room of the Library, located at 96 
Huntsville Road in Dallas and showcases a variety of holiday items:
     All items are priced to sell, so shop early for the best selection (…and 
remember, new merchandise is added daily)!
       The Back Mountain Memorial Library will be closed on Saturday, 
December 24 and Monday, December 26 to celebrate Christmas and 
also on Saturday, December 31 to celebrate New Year’s Day.
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Misericordia University staff holds cereal drive
for Domestic Violence Service Center 

The Community and Fiscal Committee of Staff Council at Misericordia University recently conducted its 
annual Cereal Drive, collecting more than 150 boxes of cereal for the Domestic Violence Service Center 
(DVSC), Wilkes-Barre. The group placed collection boxes across campus and received donations from 
students, staff and faculty. Jen Dotzel, outreach supervisor of DVSC, was on-hand to receive the dona-
tions. Committee members in photo above, front row, from left, are: Mike Hatcher, offensive coordinator, 
football; and Michael Hilstolsky, senior user services, technician, information technology; standing, Kathy 
Zawatski, development and events assistant, University Advancement; Sue Lazur, administrative assistant, 
Mary Kintz Bevevino Library; Kim Caffrey, executive assistant to the vice president, Office of Mission 
Integration; Georgia Young, administrative assistant, Campus Ministry; Jen Dotzel, outreach supervisor, 
Domestic Violence Service Center; Elizabeth Pedro, technical administrator, information technology, and 
Leslie Risko, staff accountant.  

The Dallas Rotary Club recently held an auction and raffle to benefit the Back Mountain Food Pantry.  
The event raised $1,000 and more than 375 pounds of food to help the pantry provide Thanksgiving 
dinner for more than 200 families in the Back Mountain Community.  From left: Rotarians Kerry 
Freeman, Todd Buckley, Kim Reynolds, Ann Marie Konek, President Jason Jolley, Eric Martin, Sandy 
Peoples, and Jerry Reisch.

Dallas Rotary Club holds fundraiser for food pantry
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St. Therese’s Prayer Shawl Ministry recently 
sponsored a parish outing

St. Therese’s Prayer Shawl Ministry recently sponsored a parish outing to the Dorothy Day Catholic 
Worker Farm at Harvey’s Lake. Visitors were given a tour of the farm and learned the hands-on 
process of crafting sheep’s wool into yarn. Attendance included: Archie Stephens, Brooklyn Stephens, 
Kayleigh Mikielski, Luciano Stephens, Charlie Stephens, Caleb Cherkauskas, Mea Knepper, Juliana 
Tosi, Layla Williams, Sharyn Williams, Adriana Stephens-Ministry Director, Dana Buchman, Paulette 
Dougal, Janice Leidy, Pat Kensinger, April & Mayze Gromel, Jeanne Peters, Annette Parmelee, Diane 
Reid, Leanne Mikielski, Deb Lozano, Donna Long, Charlotte Para, Jacqui Robbins, Carmina Chapp 
- DDCW Farm Owner, Nancy Carey. For more information about the farm, please call 570-639-3880.

At a recent Tuesday morning meeting of the Back Mountain Men’s 
Ecumenical Breakfast Group at the Irem Country Club, three 
World War II veterans were recognized for their service and posed 
for this picture with their guest speaker for the morning, Congress-
man Lou Barletta.  From left: Ken Cosgrove, Navy; Pete Roushey, 
Air Force; Willis Ide, Army; and Congressman Lou Barletta.

Men’s Group recognizes 
WWII Veterans    

Two local favorites, musicians Bobby Baird and Tim Zimmerman, 
joined forces at the annual veterans concert sponsored by the Back 
Mountain Men’s Ecumenical Group and the Shavertown United 
Methodist Church Fine Arts Committee.  
They performed a trumpet duet of “America” which was enjoyed 
by hundreds of attendees.  Robert “Bobby” Baird is a former First 
Class Petty Officer, United States Navy Band, Washington, DC, and 
Tim Zimmerman is the leader of Tim Zimmerman and the King’s 
Brass.

Concert Honors Veterans 
at Shavertown Church
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For more than a decade, the children, parents, grandparents and teachers at the Trinity Learning 
Center in Dallas have held their annual “Season of Thanksgiving Food Drive.”  The children and their 
families donated more than 170 pounds of food which was delivered to the Back Mountain Food Pan-
try.  Their donations helped fill more than 200 Thanksgiving baskets which were provided for families 
in need in the Back Mountain community this year.  
Shown in photo above, first row, from left are: Eli Evans, Isabell Wasielewski, Sophie Zielen, Nolan 
Nackley, Elsie Wincek, and Cassidy Daniels.  Second row: Liam Parry, Alanis Lamoreaux, Michael 
Welitchko, Zoe Evans, Owen Herman, Mason McCormack, and Ben Daniels. 

Learning Center children share their blessings with others in need

West Side Career and Technology Center recently awarded the hon-
or of October Titan of the Month to Mark Coolbaugh.  Mark is a se-
nior in the Electrical Program and a member of the National Tech-
nical Honor Society for outstanding academic achievement. During 
his high school tenure, Mark has received numerous academic hon-
ors of distinction, and last year, he placed third in the SkillsUSA 
competition for electrical competencies. He also participated in 
Junior Leadership Wilkes-Barre, working with students from area 
schools to offer an autism awareness day last spring. Mark enjoyed 
his experience in Junior Leadership because he learned about chil-
dren with autism while making friends with other high school stu-
dents from around the county.
When asked why he liked attending West Side Career and Technol-
ogy Center, Mark, replied, “I like Tech (WSCTC) because everyone 
is accepted here”.  Mark’s Electrical instructor, Raymond Eichler, 
noted that Mark is hardworking and always willing to help other 
students. He also gets involved in new activities like running wir-
ing for the school’s security system and wiring the newly renovated 
West Side Café for the phone and Point of Service system. Mark 
recently participated in the UGI Training Day program with UGI 
Trainer, Al Fereck, who designed and coordinated the training day. 
During Training Day, Mark volunteered to Rescue Randy the Dum-
my during a gas leak simulation.
At present, Mark is considering a career in the Navy, and is also ex-
ploring other learning options. In addition to receiving a certificate 
of achievement, Mark will be treated to pizza by Pizza Bella, Forty 
Fort. Pizza Bella recently agreed to be the 2016 – 2017 Titan of the 
Month Pizza Partner.  Shown in photo above from left are: David 
Paulauskas, J.O.C. President; Mark Coolbaugh, Electrical Pro-
gram, Luzerne, PA; Richard Rava, Assistant Director / Principal.

The Class of 2018 and the Beyond Harmony a cappella group at Misericordia University will pres-
ent, “Have a Holly Jolly Harmony,” a concert and tree lighting to benefit the Ruth Matthews Bourger 
Women with Children Program. The event will be held Friday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. in Huntzinger and Al-
den Trust Rooms 218-219 of Sandy and Marlene Insalaco Hall. The program will include the lighting 
of a Christmas tree and pictures with Santa. Refreshments will be served.  Tickets will be available at 
the door for $5 for adults and $3 for students, children, senior citizens and alumni. For additional in-
formation, please call the Misericordia Box Office at (570) 674-6719, email Emily DiGirolamo, Beyond 
Harmony performance director, at digirole@misericordia.edu or go to www.misericordia.edu/theart-
sandmore. The Class of 2018 and Beyond Harmony a cappella group members include, seated, Molly 
Betz, and standing, from left, Michela Torbik, Lisa Weiss, Emily DiGirolamo, Kelly Stuessy, Brianna 
Spilsbury,  Rachel Holochuck, Emily Bixler, Julie Millhouse, Madison Eberlin, And Stephanie Helsel.

West Side Career and Technology 
Center, Titan of the Month

Beyond Harmony to offer a cappella concert and tree 
lighting at Misericordia University 

Christmas Cash Bingo planned
The Lehman Jackson Elementary PTO invites you to our Christmas 
Cash BINGO on Saturday, December 3rd, 2016 at the Jackson Town-
ship Fire Hall, 1160 Chase Road, Shavertown.
       Doors open at 6:30 PM and the first game starts at 7 PM.  The cost is 
$10 for ten regular BINGO games. Wear your Christmas Hat or Sweater 
and try your luck at the $400 Jackpot.  There will also be special games 
which includes a Blue-Ray Prize Pack ready to put under the tree.
       To reserve your spot for the game please visit www.lje-pta.com/
bingo or contact Christin at 570-690-4301.  Food and beverages includ-
ing Christmas Cookies and a Hot Chocolate Bar will be available for 
purchase.
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A Veteran’s Recognition Program was held on Friday, November 11 at the Irem Clubhouse to honor 
those veterans residing at the Masonic Village at Dallas community.  The program featured patriotic 
music by Changing Habits, various speakers and refreshments.  Each veteran was presented with a 
thank you as well as a homemade card from students at Wycallis Elementary in Dallas. Shown in photo 
above seated from left are: Gerry Golembeski, Jack Bozette, Wally Richardson, Patrick McGough, Bud 
Beecham, Harry Warner, Don Carey, Paul Dreater,  and David Coyle. Standing behind from left are:   
Jim Wise, Rick Krokos, Clarence Michael, Ken Hayden, Bill King, Bob Boone, Norton Eberts, Henry 
Menapace, Marvin Cunningham, Al Exter, Morgan Lewis, Henry Popp, Jack Yeager, Jack Lago, John 
Gillespie, and Howard Castor.

Masonic Village at Dallas honors its Veterans

      Daddow-Isaacs Dallas Ameri-
can Legion Post 672  recently gave 
their annual donation to the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library.  A 
check for $500 was presented to 
Librarian Martha Butler.
      Commander Jim Baloga 
stated, “Since the Library was 
founded by World War II veterans 
when they returned from the war, 
it is fitting and proper for our Dal-
las American Legion to support it 
as much as possible.  Our dona-
tion is given on this Veteran’ Day 
to honor all who have served.”  
Shown in photo are, from left: 
Jim Baloga, Commander; Dar-
lene Kupstas, Treasurer; Martha 
Butler, Librarian; and Clarence J. 
Michael, Historian.

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672  recently 
gave their annual donation to the Back Mountain Library

Newly formed NEPA Lyme Support 
Group to meet, present documentary 
‘Under Our Skin’ 
       Misericordia University will host the inaugural meeting of the 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Lyme Support Group, a newly formed or-
ganization created to promote awareness and education, and provide 
support to those dealing with Lyme disease throughout the region. 
     The meeting will be held Tuesday, Dec. 6, at 6 p.m. in Huntzinger 
Room 218 of Sandy and Marlene Insalaco Hall on campus. Future sup-
port group meetings will be held the first Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. in the same location.
     Reservations for the inaugural NEPA Lyme Support Group meeting 
are requested, but not required. Please RSVP to Cassetori at michcas-
sot@comcast.net.
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Dallas Township will soon celebrate 200 years as a great place to work, live and play in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. In preparation for this historic milestone, the Dallas Days Bicentennial Committee has 
been established, and is already hard at work planning a series of events and activities for the Back 
Mountain community to enjoy throughout 2017. 
The Dallas Days Bicentennial celebration will kick off on Friday, April 7th, the actual day of the Town-
ship’s founding in 1817, with the Gold Shield Gala, a special event to recognize the Back Mountain law 
enforcement community, at Irem Clubhouse. Following the gala, a myriad of family-friendly events will 
be held monthly through December. Each event aims to bring the community together and showcase 
the history of Dallas Township, while highlighting the attributes that have helped shape it into what it 
is today. The slate of  events will include the Dallas Days Bicentennial Art & History Display, in May; 
the Dallas Days Bicentennial Car, Truck & Motorcycle Show, in June; Dallas Days Community Movie 
Nights for the kids, in June and August; the Dallas Days Old-Fashioned Firemen’s Bazaar & Fireworks, 
in July; Dallas Days Weekend and the relocation of the Dallas Harvest Festival (Dallas High School), in 
September; the Kiwanis Halloween Party and Dallas Days Bicentennial Pumpkin Decorating Contest, 
in October; Dallas Days Bicentennial Give-Back throughout November 2017; and Dallas Days Bicen-
tennial Old-fashioned Christmas tree Lighting and Holiday House Decorating Contest. Dates will be 
announced soon. 
As the hosts of the Bicentennial, the Dallas Township Board of Supervisors agreed to provide limited 
funds, as well as necessary man hours to assist with the many community-friendly activities that are 
being planned. However, to properly celebrate the 200th birthday year, additional funds will need to 
be raised from are individuals and businesses to help provide the commemorative events to residents 
at little or no cost. 
“Next year will be an exciting one for the Township, and the Back Mountain in general,” said Dallas 
Township Supervisor Liz Martin. “The main focus of these events is to bring our residents together in 
observance of this historic milestone. After all, it’s not every day that your community turns 200!”
Dallas Township was formed in 1817 from territory taken from Kingston Township. It was later named 
for Alexander James Dallas, an American statesman who served as the U.S. Treasury Secretary under 
President James Madison. 
About the Dallas Days Bicentennial Committee: The Dallas Days Bicentennial Committee is comprised 
of community-minded individuals who are working hard to plan a schedule of year-long events in honor 
of Dallas Township’s 200th birthday, on April 7, 2017. The Committee meets monthly. The Bicenten-
nial celebration will kick off in April with the Gold Shield Gala, and will conclude with an old-fash-
ioned Christmas tree lighting in December 2017. To learn more about the Bicentennial, please visit our 
Facebook page, Dallas Days Bicentennial Celebration. Volunteers and sponsors are both welcome and 
needed. Please call Dallas Township Supervisor Liz Martin at 570-674-2000, ext. 2008 for more infor-
mation about how you can help.
Shown in photo above are Dallas Days Bicentennial Committee members include: (seated, left to right) 
Brenda Pugh, Chelsea Tupper, Supervisors Liz Martin and Bill Grant, Alan Pugh; (standing) Jim Rob-
erts, Gary Kirk, District Judge Jim Tupper, Brian Tupper, Joe Hardisky, Eli Foss, Rich Fufaro, and 
Chris Purcell. 

Dallas Township Gearing up to Celebrate its Bicentennial
A year-long calendar of commemorative activities and events are being planned

Representatives of the Department of Social Work at Misericordia 
University, Dallas School District, and regional medical and emer-
gency responders recently collaborated on the Dallas High School 
Suicide Prevention Roundtable panel discussion for students at the 
high school.
The panel included Kori Britton, Wyoming Valley Alcohol & Drug 
Services; David Hage, M.S.W., L.S.W., C.-A.S.W.C.M., assistant 
professor of social work, Misericordia University; Tom Gilroy, psy-
chology and sociology teacher, Dallas High School; Back Mountain 
Regional EMS Chief Chris Good, Gina Kotowski, police resource 
officer, Dallas School District, and Diane Sherman, guidance coun-
selor, Dallas High School.
According to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, one 
person dies by suicide every five hours in Pennsylvania. Nationally, 
suicide is the leading cause of death among young people ages 10-
14, and is the second leading cause of death for people ages 15-34.
Gilroy and Sherman worked together to expand a classroom lesson 
plan about Emile Durkheim, a French sociologist, social psycholo-
gist and philosopher. They expanded the classroom lecture by de-
veloping the suicide prevention roundtable discussion so students 
could gain access to information about identifying students who 
might need extra support and preventing suicide. 
“Mr. Gilroy, Ms. Sherman and the Student Assistant Program team 
continue to serve as a resource for students who identify any per-
sonal concerns or peers who might exhibit any of the warning signs 
discussed during the panel discussion,’’ said Hage. “Dallas High 
School and the panel of community professionals demonstrated 
leadership in making the discussion about suicide public.
“They also champion the message that people who experience the 
warning signs are not alone. There is always hope. And most impor-
tantly, help is always available,’’ Hage added.
Dallas High School recently held a Suicide Prevention Roundta-
ble panel discussion for students at the high school. Participating 
in the program, from left, are: David Hage, M.S.W., L.S.W., C.-
A.S.W.C.M., assistant professor of social work, Misericordia Uni-
versity; Kori Britton, Wyoming Valley Alcohol & Drug Services; 
Gina Kotowski, Dallas Police Department; Tom Gilroy, Dallas 
High School, and Diane Sherman, Dallas High School. Absent from 
photo is Chris Good, Back Mountain Regional EMS.

Misericordia University Department 
of Social Work participates in suicide 

prevention roundtable discussion



Community News • December 2016 • Page 29

On Sunday, November 12, the congregation recognized their veterans who served our country in three 
of the five branches of the military.  They also conducted a project to gather items for the veterans who 
reside at the Veterans Hospital in Wilkes-Barre.  From left: Windsor Davis, Air Force; Allan Hobbs, 
Air Force; Neil Morrison, Coast Guard; Rev. Jennifer Baer; Clarence Givens, Navy; Hank Williams, 
Air Force; Art Peoples, Air Force.

Trinity Presbyterian Church hosted veterans event

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 recently gave a 
donation of $1,000 to the Noxen Food Bank. The Dallas Legion is 
proud to sponsor community activities.  If someone would like to 
join, please contact a Legion member or attend a Legion month-
ly meeting. Shown in photo above are:  Jim Baloga, Commander,  
Darlene Kupstas, Treasurer,  Pearl  Race,  George Tucker, Adjutant,  
Rodney Race,  and  Clarence J. Michael, Historian.

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American 
Legion Post 672 recently gave a

donation to the Noxen Food Pantry

We are proud to announce that the Back Mountain Bobcats have won the 2016 Wvwyfcc Super Bowl Championship. Played November 13, 
2016, at WVW Stadium Kingston, PA against the Hazle Twp Raiders they won 44 - 24. This is the third consecutive year they have earned 
this honor. They were escorted to the Ide Town Fire Hall by area Fire Departments where they enjoyed a pizza party.

Back Mountain Bobcats have won the 2016 
Wvwyfcc Super Bowl Championship

Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre 
Names Summer 
2016 Dean’s List 
        To be eligible for Dean’s 
List, undergraduate students must 
achieve a one semester grade 
point average of at least 3.5. The 
following students were named to 
the Summer 2016 Dean’s List at 
Penn State Wilkes-Barre:
  Fahad Mansoor Alawa-
dhi (Ajman, United Arab Emir-
ates), Joseph Bigelow (Medford, 
NJ), Emily Gates (Sandy Spring, 
MD), Connor Haggerty (Forty 
Fort), Lauren Jenkins (Forty Fort) 
Jim Eui Kim (Seoul, South Korea), 
Mallory Mailen (Clarks Summit), 
Bradley McGinty (Kingston), Pat-
rick Murray (Scranton), Jonathan 
Shuffler (Wilkes-Barre), Saman-
tha Spear (Kinnelon, NJ), Ryan 
Weilheimer (Marlboro, NJ), and 
Zachary Zimmerman (Shaver-
town). 
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      The Mary Kintz Bevevino Library re-
cently held a campus-wide collection drive 
to benefit the Blue Chip Farms Animal 
Refuge in Dal las. The event culminated 
with representatives of the animal shelter 
coming to campus and participating in the 
Trick or Treat with Blue Chip program that 
featured several puppies. 
       The Misericordia University campus 
community, under the direction of Colleen 
Newhart, access services manager, Mary 
Kintz Bevevino Library, donated various 
items to the Blue Chip Farm Animal Ref-
uge in Dallas, Pa. Participating in the Trick 
or Treat with Blue Chip program, kneeling 
from left, are Mariah Bostwick, Strouds-
burg, Pa.; Haley DiMassimo, Sugar Run, 
Pa.; Miranda Amey, Waxhaw, N.C.; Molly 
Noon, Ashland, Pa., and Natasha Chandra, 
Hillsborough, N.J.; standing from left, Ol-
ivia Natale, Staten Island, N.Y.; Colleen 
Newhart, Kristen Solowiej, Wyalusing, 
Pa.; Taylor Daton, Jackson, N.J., and Brit-
tany Morgan, Danville, Pa.

Dallas Rotarian and PA State Representative Karen Boback awarded the “old shoe” trophy to the win-
ner of the long standing football rivalry between the two local high schools, Dallas and Lake-Lehman.  
The Dallas team and their coach Rich Mannello were pleased to accept this historic honor.

Annie’s Blurb
        St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is 
pleased to announce the following 
events and activities for the month 
of December:
      The Retired Ramblers will hold 
their monthly breakfast meeting at 
the Lakeside Skillet on Thursday, 
December 15 at 8:32 am.
       Our annual intergenerational 
Christmas program will begin re-
hearsals on Saturdays, December 
10 and 17 from 10:00 am to noon.  
The program will be presented 
on Sunday, December 18 during 
the 11:00 am worship service.  A 
cookie reception will follow in the 
Social Hall.  We hope that families 
will attend together and join in our 
Christmas celebration.
        Our new discussion group 
“AsOne” will meet on Sunday, 
December 11 at 9:45 am (during 
the Sunday School hour).  The 
topic for December is “more for 
your stress management toolbox”.
        Christmas Eve worship: 7:00 
pm, a family-oriented service with 
candle lighting and Holy Commu-
nion; a Birthday party for Jesus 
will follow this service.  A tradi-
tional service of Holy Commu-
nion and candle lighting will also 
be held at 10:00 pm.
    Service of Lessons and Carols 
will take place on Sunday, De-
cember 25 at 9:30 am.  There is 
no Sunday School that day.  One 
worship service will be held on 
Sunday, January 1 at 9:30 am as 
well, and there will be no Sunday 
School that day.
         St. Paul’s welcomes you 
and your family to regular wor-
ship services on Saturdays at 5:30 
pm and Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 
am.  All are welcome!  St. Paul’s is 
a handicapped accessible building.  
COME and SEE all that St. Paul’s 
has to offer!  For more informa-
tion, please call 570-675-3859 or 
email stpaul@epix.net.

Dallas Rotary Club Awards “Old Shoe” 
Trophy to Local High School

Halloween-themed collection drive at Misericordia University 
benefits Blue Chip Farms

Candlelight Service
       The Sweet Valley Church of 
Christ at 5439 Main Road, Sweet 
Valley will be having a Christmas 
Candle Light Service, December 
21 at 7PM. Sweet Valley Church 
of Christ, 5439 Main Road, Sweet 
Valley, call 844-782-2266. svccco-
nnect.org.

Benton Community 
Members plan 
Winterfest
    Benton’s WinterFest is sched-
uled for December 10th and is 
getting much community support 
from businesses, the Borough of 
Benton, area Churches, the N4C’s 
and a good group of residents. The 
Winterfest has grown over the past 
three years of launching the event 
and this year we look forward to a 
Winterfest to remember.
        Benton’s Borough will be clos-
ing Main St. from Center Street to 
Church from 10-3 on December 
10th. Benton Christian Church, will 
be hosting Breakfast with Santa 
and Santa will be in the Christmas 
Village at 230 Main Street from 
12-3pm. There are more than 50 
vendors participating with quality 
holiday crafts and Christmas gifts 
for everyone. Come enjoy a horse 
drawn wagon ride, a tree decorating 
contest, carolers, live music and a 
choir recital in the Benton Method-
ist Church. 
      Come and visit Benton for the 
Holiday Winterfest and the sur-
rounding businesses ~ an Antique 
destination in Columbia County and 
the “Gateway to the Gamelands!”
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Lake-Lehman Band Booster Club recently held its annual Fall Craft Fair
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

      The Lake-Lehman Band 
Booster Club recently held its an-
nual Fall Craft Fair. 
        The sponsors appreciate the 
participation of the many vendors 
and those who visited the fair.

Photo right: enjoying a visit to 
the Lake-Lehman Band Craft 
Fair are, Ashley Dotter, Colton 
and Jonas Miniger.

Above from left are: , Alice Weaver, Claudia Wagner, and Jean 
Layden are pictured with wreaths, grave blankets, and cemetery 
logs that were on sale at the Craft Fair. Orders are also accepted at 
JCWreaths603@yahoo.com.

Checking out this beautiful display are Liz 
Kocher, left, and Nancy Bogart.

Sharon Kaminski, right, picked out some 
fancy cupcakes baked by Samantha, left, 
and Lori Giampetro. Orders are accepted 
year round at CafeValenti@hotmail.com.

Manning the table selling popcorn for the Lake Lehm-
an Cadet Band were Brenda Spencer, left, and Misty 
White. They will be the co-chairmen for the Craft Fair 
next year.

These friends who said they love to attend Craft Fairs are 
Rita Mauriello, left, and Clare Salerno.

Katie Kaminski, standing on the right, helped 
Andrew, Shauna and Tara Leahy sell tickets 
for the raffle. Each vendor at the Craft Fair 
donated an item for the raffle.

Band members Katie Kostrobala, left, and Kaileeanna 
Steele sold baked goods at the Lake-Lehman Craft 
Fair.

From left, Lynne Root, Bonnie Turchin, and Barbara 
Baigis, are pictured with some of the handcrafted “Fairy 
Houses” which each has a specially carved, unique door. 
They can also be found at “By the Roots” on Facebook 
and Etsy.
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