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First Grade Class at Wycallis Elementary School
Recently Presented a Patriotic Concert

Some of the Wycallis first graders are all ready to get the show started.
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
The first grade class at Wycallis
Elementary School presented a Patriotic Concert in the school gymnasium on February 15. The morning

program was performed for the
whole student body and the students
repeated the show for family membersin the afternoon.
The first graders sang, “You’re a
Grand Ole Flag,” “Yankee Doodle
Dandy,” “Three Cheers for the Red,
White
and
Blue,” and

“My Country Tis of Thee,” among
other patriotic tunes.
Deborah Pike, music educator at
Wycallis, and physical education
teacher Karen Arnaud worked with
the children to prepare them for the
terrific show.
More photos page 4.
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Boback Seeking Input About Bingo Law Kunkle Fire Co.
Seminar
announces take
Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) would like to
gauge the public’s interest in a Bingo Law and Small Games of Chance
Seminar. The purpose of the seminar is to inform nonprofit organizations
about new regulations.
Boback would like to offer relevant organizations in the 117th Legislative District the opportunity to participate in this event. For more information, contact her Dallas district office at 570-675-6000.

Deadline for April issue of the Back Mountain
Community News is Tues., March 27 at 12 noon.

& bake pizza sale
fundraiser

The Kunkle Fire Company in
Dallas Township is conducting a
Take & Bake Pizza Sale for Good
Friday, March 30.
Old Forge Style pizza is available by advanced orders only and
can be ordered through any Kunkle
Fire Company member or by calling 570-675-3334. Plain or Onion
Pizza is $10; Pepperoni or Pepperoni & Onion Pizza is $12.
Pickup is at the Kunkle Fire Station located at 3943 State Route 309
in Kunkle (Dallas Township) from 4
PM to 6 PM March 30th. Delivery
is available for orders of 10 pizzas
or more.

Patterson Grove
Camp meeting
Association
announces events

Patterson Grove Campmeeting
Association, 1128 Bethel Hill Rd,
Shickshinny, PA 18655, 150th Committee announced that information
is now available for three events
during their Celebration from July
22 – August 5, 2018.
The Victorian Christmas Tea on
Wednesday, July 25, the Ice Cream
Contest on Saturday, August 4,
and the Entire Bible Proclamation
Service on Sunday, August 5 are
featured on their website at www.
pattersongrove150years.org. More
information is available from the
150th Celebration chairperson,
Linda Shypulefski at 570-256-3249
or shyps@epix.net. All events of
the two week Celebration are open
to the public.

Trinity Presbyterian,
Dallas to host World
Day of Prayer
Service

On Friday, March 2 at 1:30 p.m.,
the Women of Trinity Presbyterian
Church, 105 Irem Road, Dallas will
host the annual World Day of Prayer
Service in the Back Mountain. This
service is a worldwide movement
of Christian women that began in
Canada in the 19th century. Their
motto continues to be “Informed
Prayer and Prayerful Action,” in
the belief that prayer and action are
inseparable as people all around the
world unite to affirm their belief and
faith in Christ.
This year the World Day of
Prayer Service was written by the
women of Suriname. The theme is
“All God’s Creation is Very Good.”
A fellowship tea will follow the service.
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Sale – Craft, Vendor, Books & Gently
Used Items

Join us on Saturday, March 24, 2018 at the Dallas Eastern Star Building
Association, 15 Foster Street, Dallas, (Behind CVS Drugstore) from 9:00
to 3:00pm. Eastern Star members will be serving lunch and selling “Our
Famous Welsh Cookies”. A varity of Items will be available along with
lunch, Featuring Haluski and Homemade soup. Come out & enjoy doing
some Shopping & enjoy lunch with a friend. For vendor information call:
Dianne Corby 675-4893

Rummage sale dates set at Trinity
Presbyterian Church, Dallas

The Deacons have set June 1 and 2 for their gigantic rummage sale in
the Fellowship Hall at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Dallas. The sale will
take place from 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 1, and from 9 a.m. to
noon on Saturday, June 2. Saturday will be bag day: all you can stuff into
a large brown grocery bag for only $2. Trinity is located at 105 Irem Road,
Dallas, across Rt. 309 from the Country Club Shopping Center.

Dallas Rotary Wine and Dine Festival
planned for June 23

The Dallas Rotary Club, in association with the Dallas Area Fall Fair,
Inc., will be sponsoring its sixth annual wine and dine festival on Saturday,
June 23 at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds, Rt. 118, Dallas, PA. All proceeds will benefit Rotary charities.
The Wine & Dine Festival will feature tastings of the finest wines from
the Back Mountain and Endless Mountains areas and beyond. A variety
of food and goods will also be on sale by area vendors and craftsmen, and
there will be live musical entertainment all day long.
The Dallas Rotary Club is an all volunteer, public service organization
and will be holding this event to support their various projects and programs
such as their annual Christmas Shopping Spree for 45 area children, their
annual Christmas luncheon for 60 members of the Dallas Active Adult Center, their book scholarships of $500 each for six area high school seniors to
use during their first year of college, and much, much more.
Visit their web site at www.DallasRotaryWineandDine.com or look
for them on Face book for upcoming ticket information on line or at local
retailers.

Kingston Township Winter Parking
Ordinance

Kingston Township’s Winter Parking Ordinance will be in effect until March 31, 2018. Parking is prohibited on Township streets between the
hours of 10pm and 6am daily. Also stated in the Ordinance is that parking is
prohibited on Township streets during snow storms and for eight (8) hours
after the end of a snow storm.

Scouting for food in the Back Mountain
on March 3

On Saturday, March 3, scouts from Troop 281 in Dallas will take part
in a more than 30 year tradition to participate in the Scouting for Food Program. They will collect donations from families who wish to participate by
donating non-perishable food items. All food will be delivered to the Back
Mountain Food Pantry in Trucksville to be distributed to local families in
need. Show your support to the scouts on Saturday, March 3 by donating
non-parishable food items and help those less fortunate in need.

Back Mountain Food Pantry needs
your help to provide Easter food
baskets for families in need

The Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry in Trucksville has again approved providing baskets of food for their clients to help
them have a nice Easter meal with their families. Participation from the
community is needed to help make this happen.
All non-perishable foods are welcome at this time and any time. Individuals or groups wishing to donate food may call the pantry at 570-6962917 for more information or to arrange a mutually convenient time for
volunteers to be on duty to receive the food.
Nonperishable food may also be dropped off at Hilbert’s Tractor Store
in Dallas, Cook’s Pharmacy in Shavertown, and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
in Dallas during regular business hours.
Monetary donations may be sent to: The Back Mountain Food Pantry,
c/o Trucksville United Methodist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville,
PA 18708. The Back Mountain Food Pantry is an approved 501c3 charity
and donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
The board members of the food pantry wish to thank everyone for their
support all year long.

Ham Dinner
Family Style

Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire
Company, Sweet Valley, will serve
a ham dinner on Saturday, March
24. Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30.
Take-outs begin at 4:00.
Adults $12.00, children under 12
are $6.00 and children under 6 eat
free. Call 477-5121 for more information.

Trinity Men’s
Club plans
spaghetti and
meat ball dinner

On Saturday, March 3, the Men’s
Club of Trinity will sponsor a spaghetti and meat ball dinner including homemade desserts and assorted
beverages.
Dinner will be served from 5:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship
hall at the rear of the church. Takeouts will be available from 4:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The cost will be
$8.00 for adults and $4.00 for children. Children three years old and
younger eat for free.
All proceeds will benefit the
programs of the church. For more
information, call the church office
at 570-675-3131.
To place your community news
information, email:
communitynews123@comcast.net

Community News • March 2018 • Page 4
Patriotic concert continued from cover.

Above first grade boys are pictured before the start of the
Patriotic Concert at Wycallis Elementary School. From left
are: Chase Lindbuchler, Dominic Marianacci, Izaiah Pagan,
Sawyer Valkenburg, and TJ Alapati.

Photo right: from left, Sophie Jenkins, Amelia Wilson and
Casey Yoder were excited to sing some patriotic songs for the
Wycallis Elementary concert assembly.
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announced
Spring Vendor
Scouts Earn The Thomas Edison Supernova Award Bingo
The Lehman-Jackson Elementary
PTO BINGO will be on Saturday,
March 3rd, at the Jackson Township
Fire Hall. Doors open at 6:30 PM and
the first game starts at 7 PM. The cost
is $10 for ten regular BINGO games.
There will also be special games and a
50/50 drawing. Jackpot is up to $1100.
Food and beverages will be available
for purchase. For Bingo updates join
the BINGO at Jackson Twp fire hall
Chase Rd Facebook group or visit
www.lje-pto.com. Proceeds benefit the
Lehman-Jackson Elementary students.

Fair

The Lehman-Jackson Elementary PTO will be sponsoring a
Spring Vendor Fair on Saturday,
March 24th, 2018 from 10 AM
- 2 PM at Lehman Jackson Elementary School, Market Street,
Lehman. Space available for
Artists, Crafters, Direct Sales
Consultants & Small Business
Owners. Please visit http://lje-pto.
com/event/spring-vendor-fair/ for
more information.

Wyoming Valley Civil War Round
Table plans meeting
Scouts from Troop 241 (Lehman) and Troop 444 (Sweet Valley) recently earned the Boy Scout’s highest
STEM/Nova award, the Thomas Edison Supernova Award. The BSA’s Supernova awards program challenges scouts to explore and learn about Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM). These scouts
studied STEM through a variety of different requirements. First, they earned the Dr. Bernard Harris Supernova Award early in 2017. Some of the additional requirements included earning STEM-based merit
badges, participating in STEM-related competitions or workshops, demonstrating STEM to Cub Scout
dens, and writing a research paper on a STEM-based invention or breakthrough. These scouts worked
diligently for over two and a half years to earn this prestigious award. Congratulations on a job well done!
Shown above from left are: Jacob Herceg, Casey Weaver, Brady Newman - all from Troop 241, and Ian McCue, Eli Scott, Tyler McGuire, from Troop 444.

The Wyoming Valley Civil War Round Table will meet on Thursday,
March 8, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. in the lower level of the Daddow-Isaacs American Legion, 730 Memorial Highway, Dallas, PA. The program for the evening is entitled “Fort Delaware in the Civil War” and will be presented by
Bruce E. Mowday, award winning author and newspaper reporter. Mowday
has authored several books on history, sports, business and true crime and
has appeared on the Discovery ID channel, C-Span, the Pennsylvania Cable
Network, Hollywood and Beyond, Watcha Got, and Philadelphia and local
television programs. Mowday is past president of the Brandywine Battlefield
Park Associates and is currently a board member of the Valley Forge Park
Alliance and the Chester County Conference and Visitors Bureau. He is a
frequent speaker for various civic and historical groups.
The program is open to the public. A three-dollar donation will be accepted for non-members. New members are always welcome. For information contact John at (570) 675-8936.
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Annie’s Blurb

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Dallas, off Rte. 118) is pleased to announce the following activities and
worship services for the month of
March.
AsOne, an adult discussion
group, will meet on March 11 with a
presentation by Chris Prater regarding Personal Finances.
St. Paul’s is pleased to support
our youth in their fundraising efforts
to enable them to travel to Houston,
TX in July for the ELCA Youth
Gathering. A pretzel sale will be
held the weekend of March 24-25.
Please call the church for details.
Each week during Lent, St.
Paul’s hosts a Wednesday evening
Lenten meal at 6:00 pm, followed
by Holden Evening Prayer at 6:45
pm. Palm Sunday services are at
8:30 and 11:00 am featuring Holy
Communion and a narrative reading
of The Passion According to Mark.
The intergenerational Palm Sunday event, “Holy Week”, will take
place on Sunday, March 25 at 9:45
am. Go back in time to follow Jesus’ footsteps through the week
leading up to his death and resurrection. Also on Palm Sunday will be
our annual Easter Egg Hunt beginning as 12:15 pm. Be sure to bring
a basket to collect your eggs!
Maundy Thursday worship is at
7:00 pm on March 29. Good Friday
worship on March 30 is at 7:00 pm.
Vigil of Easter will be observed at
7:00 pm on Saturday, March 31.
Sunrise Worship on Easter Sunday
will be held at 6:30 am on April
1. Celebration of the Resurrection
with Holy Communion will be observed at 8:30 and 11:00 am on Easter Sunday.
Each Wednesday of the month
at 10:00 am our Bible Study group
meets at the Masonic Village. The
current topic is the book of Luke.
Back Mountain Quilters meet
each Thursday at 9:00 am. Back
Mountain Railroad Club meets
March 12 and 26 and the second and
fourth Wednesdays of each month.
Retired Ramblers meets on the
third Thursday of each month at
the Lakeside Skillet, Harveys Lake
at 8:32 am. You don’t have to be
a Lutheran to join this lively group!
Next meeting is Thursday, March
15. Please call the church office at
570-675-3859 for more information.

Designer handbag bingo announced

Win Coach, Kate Spade, Michael Kors Purses & Young Living Oils!
Several games, several purses and many chances to win! Door prize, raffle
baskets and & 50/50’s. Food and drinks available. $20 = 4 games per card,
booklet of 15 games. Special Games on sale too! Benefits Halloween at
The Luzerne County Fairgrounds, Fairground fair
updates & Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church & Confirmation Class.
Sunday, March 18th, from 2 PM - 4:30 PM, at Jackson Township Fire
Hall, 1160 Chase Road, Shavertown. Visit https://www.facebook.com/
events/2083473275217009/ for tickets and information.

Fly fishing book collection on display at
the Back Mountain Memorial Library

Chowder Sales Fridays in Lent

Prince of Peace Episcopal Church, 420 Main Street Dallas, is offering
Chef John Hudak’s Clam Chowder every Friday during the Season of Lent.
The offering of New England and Manhattan Clam Chowder alternates
weekly. Orders must be placed with the church by noon on Wednesday of
each week. For more information about the soup sale or to place an order
visit our website www.princeofpeacedallaspa.org or contact the church office at 570-675-1723.

Diabetes Awareness Event For
Children & Adults planned

Join us on Wednesday, April 18, with a Special Guest Speaker, Daniel
O Huston, RN MSN, BC-ADM, Health Manager embedded at the General
Internal Medicine Clinic at Geisinger Medical Center. The event will be
held at the Back Mountain Regional EMA Building at the entrance to the
Luzerne County Fairgrounds, 3593 State Route 118, Dallas.
Free Blood Pressure Screenings offered by Geisinger Health and Wellness. Light refreshments, literature, and door prizes. Free to the entire community; bring your family and friends.
Reservations appreciated but not required: please call 570-477-3308.
Event invite on facebook page Lake Silkworth Area Lions Club, or send an
email to pop-up@epix.net. Due to size restraints, attendance restricted to
first 100 responding.

Gary Smith, of Plains, will be showcasing his fly fishing book collection at the Back Mountain Memorial Library throughout the month
of March. Gary has been collecting books on fly fishing for about fifty
years. He bought his first Henry van Dyke authored book for five dollars at a secondhand shop and was intrigued by the style of writing as
well as the history the book covered. Gary says that this made him start
looking for more books similar to these early works. His collection then
grew from there and into other areas of fly fishing like paperweights
and bronze statues. He admits that it “got a bit out of hand” as his
fly fishing library now exceeds over one thousand books! Gary enjoys
looking for fly fishing books and collectibles at thrift stores, estate sales
and on eBay, where he has found many beautiful paperweights containing unique colorful flies. Members of the community are invited out to
see Gary’s fly fishing book collection throughout the entire month of
March at the Back Mountain Memorial Library.
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Noxen’s 13th
Annual Mother’s
Day Pow Wow
planned

Join us for a weekend celebration on Saturday and Sunday, May
12th and 13th. (Vendor Set-up
days are Thursday and Friday, tear
down Monday). Located at Noxen
Fire Co. Grounds, 3493 Stull Road,
Noxen, PA 18636. Take PA Route 29
North or South to Center of Town &
Follow Signs—1 block away.
Open to the public, free parking
and free admission with handicapped accessible.
Gates Open 10 am with story
telling and flutes followed by Grand
Entry at Noon. Circle open: Saturday 12-6 and Sunday 12-5pm.
MC: Mark One Hawk and COHEAD DANCERS:
Chrissy
“Prancing Deer” and Ben “Kahnansgi” Reichart, Dianne “Running Wolf” and Joe “Spirit Wolf”.
Drums: Eagle Thunder, Mother
Earth Drum, Itchy Dog, All Drums
Welcome. Native American Fry
Bread and food by Noxen Volunteer
Fire Company. Native Vendors Arts
and Crafts - Shirts – Leather – Bead
work –Bulk Beads- Books – CD’s
– Blankets, Sloppy Joe “wimpie”
contest Friday evening, free to enter,
CASH prize to the winner. Saturday
and Sunday breakfast and dinner
provided for dancers and vendors.
Saturday Evening Meal – Potluck
– Bring a dish to share!
In an effort to keep Mother Earth
clean, please bring your own dinner
set, plate, fork, spoon, etc. Camping is allowed but electric is limited
and at the price of $7.00 per day
payable upon arrival and prior to
set-up. No camping spaces will be
reserved, first come first serve basis
so come early. All dogs must have
current registration and rabies tags
displayed - no exceptions.
No alcohol – No drugs – No
guns. No Politics of Any Kind.
Committee has the right to remove
anyone. For more Information or
interested drums/vendors Contact:
Natalie (570)947-2097 or noxenpowwow@yahoo.com.
Read the Community News free
of charge online at:
www.communitynewsonline.net
To advertise call Lisa at
(570) 674-7772

Trinity children turn weekend of Below Stairs at Hayfield, Women
football into weekend of caring Servants Tour planned

When we talk about servants the first thing that pops into ones mind is
Upstairs Downstairs and Downton Abbey. Usually the image is of a woman
in black with a white apron and a silly hat. Servants were the backbone of
homes for decades, and almost all of them were women. In fact most women who worked in the United States in 1900, were working as servants.
But what was it really like for the people who worked below stairs? And
what was it like in the United States to be in service? These are some of
the questions that will be answered on the 45 minute tour, “Below Stairs at
Hayfield; Women Servants” on March 24, 1:30pm by Arts at Hayfield. The
tour will take people through the stately mansion of Bertha and John Conyngham, Hayfield House, but from the perspective of the girls who worked
there, rather than the Conynghams who lived and entertained there.
The tour is $10 (cash or check only) and includes a high tea at the
end. Space on the tour is limited so advanced registration is required. Book
your spot by calling Janis Winter at 570-675-9232 or registering online by
visiting our website at: artsathayfield.org or at https://goo.gl/7nWRh9 by
March 22. The tour leaves from the Academic Commons building, located
just past the Nittany lion statue, on the Penn State Wilkes-Barre Campus in
Lehman, PA.

On Sunday, February 4, some of the children and other scouts at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Dallas, used large soup pots to collect donations from the congregation for the Souper Bowl of Caring. The offering totaled more than $150. All proceeds will go to benefit the clients of
the Back Mountain Food Pantry.
Shown in photo above, first row from left are: Calvin Baer, Sam Sgarlat, Grayson McKinley, and Scarlett McKinley. Second row from left
are: Iva Kukosky, Michael Williams, and Natalie Baer.
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Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center to hold Kindergarten Class at Trucksville
Early Childhood Education Center
a “Spring EGGstravanza”
celebrated the 100th day of school

The Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center will hold a “Spring EGGstravanza” on Saturday, March
24th from 10 am to 1 pm. This free, family event will feature kid’s crafts, an Auxiliary-sponsored Bake Sale,
vendors selling a variety of crafts and gifts, and the Easter Bunny! For more information, call (570) 6758600 ext. 115 or 195. In photo left to right: Elyssa Pollock; Katie Cilvik; Chris Gordon; Nick James; The
Easter Bunny; Cristina Tarbox; Amy Belles and Camille Fioti.

The Kindergarten Class at Trucksville Early Childhood Education
Center celebrated the 100th day of school with a party and very creative “100 day” displays from the students. Mrs. Sue Collins is pictured with her class. Absent from the picture is the Teacher Aide Mrs.
Ann Sweeney.

Read the Back Mountain Community News
online free of charge at:

www.communitynewsonline.net
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Meadows Manor to Host Free Community
Education Event

The Meadows Manor will host a free community education event presented by the
Alzheimer’s Association on Thursday, March 8th at 5:30 pm. Jeffery Dauber of the
Alzheimer’s Association will present on Healthy Living for Brain and Body. This
event will also feature an open question and answer session in regards to Alzheimer’s
disease, related dementia and the support and services the Association could offer.
Please contact The Meadows Manor directly to reserve your seat for this event at
(570) 675-9336. Shown above are: Paul Komensky, Melissa Margotta, Janet Mazur,
Jeffery Dauber, Sharon Ritsick, Donna Cumbo and Tammy Malloy.

Lake-Lehman JH Students of the Month

Each month the faculty and staff at the Lake-Lehman JSHS recognize four students of
the month based on their demonstration of citizenship, leadership, and scholarship.

Pictured with Principal Douglas Klopp are the December 2017 Students of the Month.
From left to right: Victoria Gabel, Mason Shell, Karl Kopczynski, Amanda McGurk.

November 2017 Students of the Month, from left to right are: Damian Napierkowski, Holly Egbert, Principal Doug Klopp, Avery Giordano, and Zachary Aben.
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From our Family to Yours ...
Happy Easter!

Back Mountain Community News
It’s All Good News
Where Community Matters!
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Winter Driving Safety, Education program was
recently held at the Dallas Active Adult Center

A Senior Winter Driving Safety & Education program was held at the Dallas Active Adult Center. Andrea
Higdon from the Triple A conducted the presentation on skills and situations encountered in freezing and
hazardous road conditions. Pictured are some of the Dallas AAC member participants. First row: Shirley
Weidner, Jannette Grieves, George Parrish, Bette Truscott, Joe Malak, Susie Malak, Tom Law. Second row:
Presenter, Andrea Higdon, Ed Skelly, Sue Worth, John Dermako, Jean Schineller, Dave Smith, Sue Klaips,
Jerry McNulty, Bob Watlack, John Gula, and Joe Kester.

Dallas American Legion Post 672 held
their annual Oratorical Contest

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 recently held their
annual Oratorical Contest. The three judges were John Emil, Sr., Darlene Kupstas and Clarence J. Michael, Coordinator. Timekeeper was
George Tucker. First Place winner was Issa Dahdal and Second Place
went to Joseph Caccia. Both young men have participated for three
years. Issa will now compete in Sectionals since he won in District 12
and InterDistrict competition. Recognition was given to Past Commander Jim Baloga for resurrecting the Oratorical Contest. Shown in
photo above are: George Tucker, Darlene Kupstas, Issa Dahdal, Joe
Caccia, Clarence J. Michael, and John Emil, Sr.

Eclectic Collection by Verve Vertu Artists on display
at the Back Mountain Memorial Library
Eclectic Collection by Verve Vertu Artists, Creations by various artists
from the Verve Vertu art studio will
be on display at the Back Mountain
Memorial Library throughout the
month of March.
The Verve Vertu studio has been
in existence for twelve years and has
been located in Dallas for the past
five. It is a studio comprised of over
thirty artists with talents in a variety
of mediums ranging from fiber art to
watercolors and pastels. Located at
24 Main Street in Dallas, the studio
is open to the public for group as well as private classes and parties.
The studio welcomes the community to stop in and view the exhibits in their gallery and shop their boutique
for one of a kind gifts and unique artwork. Their pieces are not only regionally known, but internationally, finding
new homes as far as Tibet and Sweden. The hours of Verve Vertu are Monday to Thursday 9-3, Wednesdays 9-6,
and every third Saturday of the month 10-2. All are welcome to view the various artists’ eclectic works on the Art
Wall at the Back Mountain Memorial Library throughout the month of March. Pictured from left: Verve Vertu arts
coordinator Gwen Harleman, artists Shaun Lambert, April Cross, and Michael Hungarter.
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Prince of Peace Episcopal Announces
Holy Week & Easter Schedule

Holy Week, the final week of Lent, is when Christians remember the
Passion of Christ. Prince of Peace Episcopal Church, 420 Main St. in Dallas, invites you to attend any or all services to travel through this most
holy time together.
The week begins with Palm Sunday, the Sunday of the Passion, March
25. The Liturgy of the Palms with Holy Eucharist begins at 9:30 AM in the
church yard, weather permitting. On Maundy Thursday, March 29 a light
soup and bread supper will be held at 6:00 PM, followed by worship at
7:00 PM. The liturgy includes foot washing and the last celebration of the
Eucharist before the Great Vigil of Easter. The service ends with the stripping of the altar. On Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 PM participants will
remember the day Jesus died on the cross with the Good Friday Liturgy.
The Easter Season is the joyous celebration of the Resurrection of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Great Vigil of Easter, on Saturday,
March 31 at 8:00 PM, is the celebration of all celebrations and begins the
Easter Season. This service will begin outdoors, in the church yard, weather
permitting. Easter Sunday Holy Eucharist is at 9:30 am on April 1. The
annual Church School Easter Egg Hunt for children 10 and under will follow the service.
Visit Prince of Peace online for more information at www.princeofpeacedallaspa.org. The Episcopal Church welcomes YOU!
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LEGION LOGBOOK

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post
672 held their monthly meeting on February 6. The
weather played havoc with attendance. I was very
anxious to monitor the smoke eaters since a Super
Bowl Party usually brings out many smokers. For
what it is worth the air appeared to be smoke-free on
Tuesday night. Hopefully, this will solve the smokers
vs. the non-smokers problem We will have another
vote after the three-month probationary period.
Clarence J. Michael
Plans were discussed concerning the Childrens Past Commander
Dallas American
Easter Party on March 24. The Ham Raffle to supLegion, Post 672
port this party will be held on March 18. Representative Boback”s Honor Ride will be held on May
27 to raise monies for various veteran organizations. Kunkle Fire Company will again sponsor the chicken barbecue which was very successful
last year. It was so successful that when I went to order two takeouts, they
had been sold-out. So get there early. Last year’s Honor Ride was very
successful, and the monies were contributed to the Lt. Michael J. Cleary’s
organization.
A $2,000 contribution to the VA’s Canteen Fund was agreed upon. The
fund has a number of activities for the veterans: bingo games, a Christmas
Party, purchase of various clothing items, trips, and a host of other things
that show our veterans that they are not forgotten.
The Scholarship Fund was discussed due to the report on dwindling
funds. This was mainly due to our lack of a Golf Tournament in 2017. We
will monitor how many applications we receive, and have a further discussion. I will keep you posted. Any one who wishes to donate to our Scholarship Fund, can contact me or any member of the Post.
The annual Pig Roast will have taken place, and the monies derived will
be used to fund our many activities. The Back Mountain community has
always supported this event. The weather was not that cooperative, but over
200 hearty individuals braved the cold to eat a hearty, delicious meal. In the
crowd I saw State Senator Lisa Baker and Representative Karen Boback
accompanied by their spouses, and when I saw Lisa Pretko and her crew, I
knew our dinner would be successful.
The Ladies Auxiliary representatives were greatly appreciated as they
filled in various slots. Commander Art Parks wanted to offer his thanks to
all who attended.
A Spaghetti Dinner will be held on March 3 from 4-8 P.M. Remember
there is Karaoke on Wednesday and Friday. Come and sing with our smoke
eaters going full blast to clean the air. Keep me posted on your opinion
concerning the effectiveness of the smoke eaters. I would appreciate any
feedback. The next monthly meeting of Post 672 will be held on Tuesday,
March 6 at 7:30 P.M. Commander Art Parks invites all members and prospective members to attend. GOD BLESS AMERICA!

Media chairs support Bowl For Kids’ Sake

Big Brothers Big Sisters of The Bridge has announced that Jon Meyer
and Renie Workman of WNEP-TV and Frankie Warren of Magic 93 are serving
as media chairpersons of Bowl For Kids’ Sake 2018, which will take place on
March 24 at Stanton Lanes in Wilkes-Barre. The event is the largest annual
fundraiser for the Big Brothers Big Sisters of The Bridge program. Shown, from
left: Jon Meyer, Renie Workman, Tanya Olaviany, program director, Big Brothers Big Sisters of The Bridge; Frankie Warren. Big Brothers Big Sisters of The
Bridge is a program of Catholic Social Services and works in partnership with
the United Way of the Wyoming Valley. For more information about Bowl For
Kids’ Sake, call (570) 824-8756 or visit www.bbbsnepa.org/bfks2018.

Clothes Closet
to Re-Open

Clothes Closet is now open
on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays
of each month. The clothes
closet is located at The River
of Life Fellowship Ministries,
22 Outlet Road, Lehman. For
details call 570-675-8109.
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News from the Back Mountain Memorial Library Dallas AAC Easter Spring Activity
Discover life in a 19th century
mining town as Eckley Miners’ Village brings their Traveling Trunk
Show to the Library on Wednesday,
March 7, at 3:00 PM. There will be
hands-on artifacts and costumes to
examine, and a Power Point presentation will take you back in time to
an important period in the history of
the area. This “Afternoon Enrichment” program extends a special invitation to seniors and older adults
to enjoy an afternoon out while
exploring our local history. Call the
Library to register.
The Pens are coming to town!
The Library’s annual “Family Night
with the Penguins and Tux” is
scheduled for Tuesday, March 27th,
at 6:00 p.m. Scranton Wilkes-Barre
Penguins ice hockey players Tom
Kostopoulos and Adam Johnson
with Mike O’Brien and Tux will be

visiting the Library.
The players will talk to the families about the importance of reading,
about being a team player, and about
their careers as professional hockey
players. Tux will then entertain the
children with his antics as the players read to the children. Please call
the library to register your family
for the program because space is
limited.
The Color Therapy group will
be meeting at 11 AM on Fridays,
March 9 and 23. Bring your own
supplies or use ours. No registration is required; simply stop in and
enjoy coloring in a quiet space, and
let your stress melt away.
News & Notices: Our new fiction section, graphic novels, is off to
a SUPER start. One patron, formerly of New Jersey, said that libraries
there offer graphic novels. “That is

the only way I could get my son to
read,” he reported, and was glad
to see our selection. Read more
stories of characters you may only
know from the movies, as they were
meant to be experienced. There is a
limit of 3 books per person.
The Library will be closed
March 30 for Good Friday. Saturday, March 31, we will reopen with
regular hours. Reader Recommended: Titles our patrons and staff are
enthusiastic about. Now available is
“Artemis”, the highly-anticipated
new novel from Andrew Weir. His
first book, “The Martian”, was the
sleeper hit of 2014. Those who enjoyed “The Girl on the Train” might
like new twisty thriller “The Woman in the Window” by A. J. Finn.
And can “The Great Alone”, Kristin
Hannah’s new novel, match the tremendous acclaim her previous book
“The Nightingale”, met with? Try
these new additions to the collection and see what
you think.
Contact us at
570-675-1182.
And find so much
more at our website at www.backmountainlibrary.
org.

Helen Grebski gave a presentation and demonstration on International
Egg Decorating. Members made Spring cut out cards (Wycinanki).
Pictured are: Helen Grebski (seated) and members with their cards
and eggs are: Marlene Matosky, Ginny Luke, Dolores Goble, Jannette
Grieves, and Dave Smith.

Annual Night at
the Races

The Lake-Lehman Band is hosting its annual night at the races at
Jackson Township Fire Hall, 1160
Chase Road, Shavertown, on Friday, March 16th, 2018.
Your $10 donation includes
your horse and dinner. We will
also have a 50/50 and basket raffles. The doors will open at 6:30
with races starting at 7:15 pm.
You do not have to be present to
win. This is a 21 and over event.
For more information and tickets
please visit: https://www.facebook.
com/events/1779405395702537/ or
email cws@lakelehmanbandsponsors.com.

Grief Support

A Grief Support Group is available at River of Life Fellowship
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman, on an as-needed basis. If you
need help, or just someone to talk
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for
further information.

Men’s Breakfast
Group meets weekly

The Back Mountain Men’s
Ecumenical Group meets at the
Irem Country Club for their weekly
breakfast meetings at 8:00 a.m. on
Tuesdays. All men are welcome to
join the group.
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Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Boback Announces
Outreach Hours
Center celebrated Valentine’s Day

Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center celebrated Valentine’s
Day in grand style. In the weeks leading up to the event, staff, residents
families and visitors alike were able to vote for who would be King and
Queen for the day. The voting was close and the winners celebrated during the afternoon program. Everyone enjoyed entertainment provided
by George Rittenhouse and also had a sweet treat to celebrate the day.

Above are: Taft Truska and Anna Geary.

Above are: Michael Bigus and Stella Killeen.

Rep. Karen Boback (RLackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming)
announced her outreach events and
satellite hours for March. Representatives from several different organizations will offer assistance at her district offices throughout the month. The
satellite hours have resumed for 2018
and will be offered through October.
Please note these events are weather
permitting. Tuesday, March 13, at the
Hunlock Township Building, located
at 33 Village Drive, Hunlock Creek,
from 10 a.m. to noon.
On Wednesday, March 7, the
American Legion will hold office
hours at the Tunkhannock district office, located at 133 West Tioga St.,
Suite 4, in Tunkhannock from 10 a.m.
to noon.
Veterans outreach hours will be
offered on Tuesday, March 20, at the
Dallas district office from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. A claims consultant from the
Wilkes-Barre Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) will be on hand to address questions and concerns of local
veterans and their families.
For more legislative information,
visit Boback’s website at: RepBoback.com.
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The Wycallis PTO recently held its first “Family Fun Paint Night” fundraiser

The Wycallis PTO recently held its
first “Family Fun Paint Night” fundraiser
on Friday, February 9.
Under the instruction of Erin Murray,
a local art teacher and business owner of
Home is Where the Art Is, 90 attendees enjoyed a night of creativity and fun. Painters were able to choose from a beginner or
advanced level painting with a Valentine’s
Day theme. With these options available,
all age groups were encouraged to attend.
Painters ranged in age from Pre-K to
moms, dads, and grandparents alike. All
money raised from this event will benefit
the PTO and help to fund future activities
for Wycallis students.

Above: Mom, Caroline Miller with sons, Stephen and Christopher.
Above: Mom, Brenda Kopalek with daughters Katerina and
Adriana.

Above are: siblings Sophia, Michaela, Noah, Marissa, and Briana
Greco.

Above: Dad, Chase Susko with daughter, Marina and son, Chance.
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Back Mountain Chamber Launches its Northeast Sight Services for the Blind Receives Support
2018 Spring Food Drive
from Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
The Back Mountain Chamber, with support from its members, local merchants, area schools, banks, and more, has launched its annual Spring Food
Drive which will benefit the Back Mountain Food Pantry.
“The Food Drive Committee of the Back Mountain Chamber will launch a
three-week-long community-wide food drive beginning March 4th. Collection
containers will be placed throughout the Back Mountain at businesses, banks,
schools, etc. All food, and monetary donations, will be donated to the Back
Mountain Food Pantry which benefits families in the Dallas and Lake Lehman
School Districts.” said Bill Race, Co-Chair.
This is the fourth year for the Chamber’s Spring Food Drive, and they
are asking the public to support it once again. The Chamber’s goal is to collect several tons of food. All non-perishable items will be accepted. Monetary
donations can be made payable to the Back Mountain Food Pantry and mailed
directly to the Back Mountain Chamber at 1192 Twin Stacks Drive, Dallas, PA
18612. All monetary and food donations will be delivered to the Food Pantry.
This year’s food drive will run March 4th – March 24th and collection containers will be placed at the following locations: Back Mountain Memorial Library,
Bernie’s Pizza, Chris’s Auto Repair, Dallas School District Schools (4 schools),
Family Hearing Center, FNCB, Frontier, Hilbert’s Equipment & Welding, Inc.,
Hillside Farms Dairy Store, Ideaworks Marketing, I’m Big Now Preschool /
Kindergarten, J & J Deli, Jack Williams Tire, Lake-Lehman School District
Schools (4 schools), Luzerne Bank, Michael Eckman Fitness, Misericordia
University, NAPA Dallas Auto Parts, NBT Bank, Offset Paperback Manufacturers, Penn State Wilkes-Barre, Pulverman, Rep. Karen Boback’s Office, Senator
Lisa Baker’s Office, The Medicine Shoppe, Thomas’ Family Markets – Dallas
& Shavertown, Tom Ochman Coins & Jewelry, and Wild Birds Unlimited.
Members of the BMC’s Food Drive Committee are Bill & Sandy Race (cochairs), Kristyn Ecenrode, Doreen Johnson, Bill Leandri, Donna Luksh, Atty.
Thomas Mosca, Cindy Post-Mitchell, Susan Slocum, Cindy & Lew Thomas,
Chelsey Tupper. Back Mountain Chamber provides a formal structure that
brings organizations, educational facilities, and government together to accomplish our purpose to create a strong, thriving, growing business environment
that supports community, culture, and commerce. For more information, contact the Back Mountain Chamber at 570-606-7672 or email at bmcbussdev@
gmail.com Visit us online at www.backmountainchamber.org.

Highmark Blue Cross Blue
Shield is once again generously
sponsoring Northeast Sight Services’
children’s vision screenings through
its Prevention of Blindness program
with a $3,500 grant. Northeast Sight
Services recently invited Highmark
Blue Cross Blue Shield Community
Affairs representative Katie Kemmerer to one of the children’s vision screenings at Trucksville Early
Childhood Education Center.
Each year, Northeast Sight Services provides vision screenings for
thousands of children and adults in
Luzerne, Pike, Wayne and Wyoming
Counties. These screenings help
to detect potential vision and eye
health problems, often before symptoms are noticed. Children’s vision
screenings are conducted at daycare
centers, preschools, and kindergarten
registrations. All of the vision screenings are provided free of charge. For
more information or to schedule a
vision screening at your facility, call
570-693-3555, ext. 227 or email Denise@northeastsight.org.
The mission of Northeast Sight
Services is to help blind and visually
impaired individuals achieve the best possible quality of life by providing compassionate services and to prevent vision loss through education and early detection for people of all ages. Shown in photo are, front Row seated (left to
right): Damien Shrader, Claire Pippenger, Emma Kelley, and Bradley Corridoni. First Row (standing, left to right):
Anthony Favata, Miles Arkless, Madelyn Ropietski, Cade Acuff, and Sam Carpenter. Second Row (standing, from
left to right): Amy Feldman, Director of Development, Northeast Sight Services, Sara Peperno, President/CEO,
Northeast Sight Services, Denise Culver, Prevention of Blindness Coordinator, Northeast Sight Services, and Katie Kemmerer, Community Affairs,
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield.
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THE FINANCIAL EQUATION:
Five Tips to Prepare For
Taxes
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.

It’s that time of year – tax preparation season will
be here before you know it! I’m sure some of you
dread this time of year (especially since there are new
tax laws that go into effect for the 2018 tax year –
don’t get confused!), but I’ve got a few suggestions
that can make it a bit more bearable and help you in the long run.

Cecelia Galante to
speak at the Back
Mountain
Memorial Library
Author Luncheon

1. If you’re not the do-it-yourself type, hire an experienced, professional tax preparer to handle your returns. Stay away from the generic chain tax prep services
– they tend to significantly overcharge for preparing returns …a s in charging
by the form (which we view as being a rip-off) instead of using an hourly rate
(much fairer).
2. Make sure you have all needed tax documents. Sounds simple enough, but
being organized about collecting your tax documents (where did I put that W-2?)
makes life much easier for your preparer (and you too)!
3. Your preparer should ask you many questions, especially if it is the first time
they are preparing your returns. Even after the first year, personal/financial situations change over time, and any qualified tax preparer will know to ask the important questions (law changes, new possible deductions, etc.) so you don’t leave
anything on the table.
4. If you work with a CPA, hopefully they offer advice for your specific tax situation during and after preparing your returns. This can be very important for not
only the current year (can a traditional IRA contribution lower your tax bill?) but
the following year as well (should you contribute more to you 401(k) at work?).
Offering suggestions that can improve the amount you get back (or help you pay
less than you have in the past) can be very valuable for some.
5. Your tax professional should be willing to speak with any other professionals
you have hired. There are many reasons why insurance professionals, professional financial advisors, attorneys, etc. should speak to your tax preparer (with
your permission of course) to coordinate on issues that may be important and
need to be looked at from different perspectives. This way, you get the input of
trusted professionals on issues that overlap into several areas of your personal
financial/tax situation.
Find an experienced local tax preparer who works for a professional tax preparation firm, earns his/her money from hourly/job fees (NOT charging by the form),
believes in helping their clients improve their tax/financial situations, and has the
heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesman, and chances are you’ve found the
right tax preparer to help you with your tax situation. For more information, please
visit http://www.mftax.com, email marty@mftax.com, or call (570) 760-6524.
About MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. is a full-service
tax preparation & accounting firm based in PA & FL specializing in tax preparation, tax planning & advice, and accounting services.With 10+ years of licensed
experience, over 10 years of professional education, and an unwavering commitment to helping you, MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. is the tax & accounting firm to
best serve YOU. Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
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The Friends of the Back Mountain
Memorial Library will host their 30th
Annual Luncheon with a Special Author
at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 19th at
the Appletree Terrace, Newberry Estate,
Dallas. The guest speaker will be local
author and educator, Cecelia Galante.
Cecilia Galante is the author of four
middle-grade novels, three young-adult
novels, an 8-book chapter book series,
and two adult novels. Her first book,
The Patron Saint of Butterflies, (2008)
was the recipient of numerous awards,
including an Original Voices Award by
Borders, an Oprah Pick for Teens, and
a Best Book of the Year by the NAIBA.
The Sweetness of Salt, (2010) was
nominated for a Best Fiction Pick for
2011 by YALSA, and The Summer of
May, released in May, 2011, was selected as a Summer Favorite by The
Washington Post. Her most recent middle-grade novels, The World From Up
Here, (2016) was recently awarded the
Library Guild Award, and Stealing Our
Way Home, was given a starred review
by Publishers Weekly. She has another
middle-grade novel forthcoming with
Scholastic in the summer of 2018.
Cecilia teaches eighth grade English
at Wyoming Seminary Lower School
and is on the faculty at Wilkes University where she teaches in the creative
writing low-residency program. She
lives with her three children in Kingston, Pennsylvania.
A social hour will begin at 11:00 a.m.,
and the buffet luncheon will be served at
12:00 noon. All proceeds from the luncheon, sale of books, the basket raffle
and plant sale will benefit the library.
Tables of eight are encouraged and may
be reserved. Checks in the amount of
$27 per person should be made payable
to the Back Mountain Memorial Library
and mailed or delivered to 96 Huntsville
Road, Dallas, PA 18612 by April 7th.
You may also obtain and complete your
registration form and leave it with your
check at the main desk at the library.
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Amore – Bridal Buzz

I am so grateful that
winter is (hopefully) behind
us. Although I love how
picturesque the winter is, I
prefer the scent and sounds
of spring.
Although I was open by
appointment or chance during the months of January
and February, I was busy
working behind the scenes
planning new and exciting changes for Amore
– Bridal Trinkets!! What are they you ask? We are
building an etsy store, and now offer video consultations.
I know that time is a precious commodity, especially for brides. From the moment that the ring is
put on her finger she has a lot of plans to make. Pick
a date, church, find a venue to hold the reception.
When that is done, the real fun begins, shopping for
the dress!!! Once that is accomplished, Bridal Trinkets is next on her list. Any and every accessory for
the bride can be found here. Veils, headpieces, jewelry, engraved gifts…
As I mentioned before, I am now offering video
consultation appointments. I am excited about this.
This is how it works. A bride would call my store at
570-675-3105 or email me at mary@bridaltrinkets.
com so we can set an appointment convenient for
the bride. At that time, I let the bride know what
information I need, such as the color and style of
the dress, the flower girl and bridesmaids colors and
styles. We then discuss what type of look she wants.
Does she like pearls, crystals or rhinestones? What
about styles? Delicate, larger, sparkles? By the time
we have the actual video appointment, (which should
take no more than 15 minutes), I will have made several styles of jewelry, headpieces, and veils that I can
show her. It is a free personal service that can easily
fit into any bride’s time schedule. Once a decision is
made, the bride comes in for a “jewelry fitting” and
leaves with her order. Planning a wedding should be
a positive and fun experience,
Amore, which is the trendy, funky and casual side
of the store is packed with new custom designed jewelry. The look shown in fashion magazines ranges
from large, colorful and bold to delicate and neutral
colors. We offer necklace and earring sets, bracelets
and earrings. I just finished designing brightly colored Swarovski crystal earrings with sterling silver
accents. They are very unique. The entire collection
is priced at only $5.00 a pair.
We have a tremendous selection of fashion
scarves in different sizes and patterns. They look expensive, but prices start at only $5.00. A scarf can
really change the look of any outfit. It also makes
a great gift! Stop in for a demonstration on tying a
scarf.
More exciting changes are coming. More information will be available next month. Until next time,
spread good cheer, kindness and smiles.
Ciao, Mary

Host Families Needed!
Share Your Heart, Home

The Dallas Rotary will be taking in an exchange
student through the Rotary Youth Exchange Program.
This student will be attending Dallas High School for the
2018-2019 school year. They are in need of three volunteer families to open up their homes for the exchange
student.
The exchange student will be in each home for about
three-and-a-half months but be in your hearts forever.
The student is hoping to become a part of your family
and be involved in daily life activities.
The student comes with his/her own spending money
and health insurance. Host families provide room and
board. It is a great experience for the entire family! A
host family can be single parents, retired couples, families with children, or no children. The host family needs
to live in the Dallas School District area.
Why Host? Fulfill the dream of an international student ~ Share your family traditions, values, and American customs ~ Expand your family’s horizons, connect
them to the world, and expose them to new cultures ~
Long-lasting memories ~ Learn about other countries,
cultures, languages, and much more without leaving
your home
For more information contact Melissa Saxon, (Dallas
Rotary Club Youth Exchange Officer), Phone Number:
(570) 852-9591 or Email: msaxonyeo@gmail.com.

Expires 3/31/18

Help Support our
Back Mountain Businesses.
Shop & do business Local.

Your dollars spent in locally-owned
businesses have three times the impact
on our local economy. Locally owned
businesses are the businesses we
count on for donations to our local
organizations and contribute dollars
to our local causes.
A marketplace made-up of many
small businesses ensures lower prices
over the long-term and local business
owners work hard to fulfill the
needs of the people within our
community everyday.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
from the

Back Mountain Community News
It’s All Good News ...
Where Community Matters.
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Meadows Auxiliary sponsors Winter State Representative Karen Boback Announces Bid for
Wonderland parties for residents Re-Election, Pledges to continue providing taxpayers,
and Northeast families with a strong voice

The Meadows Auxiliary recently sponsored two Winter Wonderland
themed parties for the residents of the Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center. To celebrate the season, the Activities staff transformed
the second and third floor dining rooms with stunning blue, silver and
white décor. Blue and white lights twinkled through blankets of snow
draped throughout the rooms with clusters of snow capped evergreen
trees serving as a backdrop. The 130 residents enjoyed musical entertainment by pianist Paul Oschal as they snacked on chocolate dipped
cake balls, a snowman shaped cheese dip and crackers and blue raspberry lemonade. Shown in photo above are, front row from left: Alyssa
Pollock, Activities; Cynthia Sickler, Activities Director; Katie Cilvik,
Activities and Irene Holloway, resident. Second row from left: Ruth
Searfoss; Sophie Gadomski and Mabel Jenkins, residents. Standing behind from left are: Joey Black and Betty Prutzman, volunteers; Amy
Belles, Assistant Volunteer Coordinator; Camille Fioti, Volunteer Director and Paul Oschal, entertainer.

FREE Wi-Fi

HARVEY’S LAKE, PA – State Representative Karen Boback has announced her bid to run for re-election to the State House in Pennsylvania’s
117th District. In making her announcement, Boback said, “I am humbled
by the overwhelming support I have received and continue to receive in my
bid for re-election. It is an honor to have garnered the trust of so many of
my constituents.”
The 117th District includes portions of Luzerne and Lackawanna counties,
and all of Wyoming County. Boback is seeking the Republican nomination,
and has pledged to continue providing taxpayers, and the families of Northeast Pennsylvania with a strong voice in Harrisburg and here at home.
As Chairman of the Northeast Republican House Delegation, Boback is
in a position to have a greater impact in having a positive voice for the northeastern part of the state. “It is a privilege to serve the hard working men and
women of Northeast Pennsylvania in the State House,” said Rep. Boback. “I
have worked diligently every day for our principles, and to ensure our community remains a great place to call home. I am proud of my accomplishments and want to continue the positive momentum in my district, and that’s
why I am seeking re-election.”
Karen is a strong advocate for small businesses, manufacturers and the
agriculture industry across the state that drives economic development, and
provides the job growth our families need. She is a recipient of the “Guardian of Small Business” award presented
by NFIB. Boback has a strong reputation of working with both sides of the aisle to make Pennsylvania more competitive in keeping and attracting jobs, promoting fiscal responsibility within state government, and making road
and bridge safety an important focus for our region.
“Growing up in the northeast, my parents instilled in me the values of honesty, integrity, courage and hard
work,” said Rep. Boback. “Along with an unwavering commitment to the people I serve, these are the same qualities I bring to my job everyday as a representative.”
Karen continues to focus on the issues that impact the families who live within the three counties that have been
such an integral part of her life. “I was born and raised in Lackawanna County, spent over 45 years of my professional life in Wyoming County, and have been a resident of Luzerne County for over 50 years.This district truly is
my home.”
“Since being elected to the State House, I have kept my word to the citizens I represent by putting politics aside
and voting my district.” said Rep. Boback. “Serving the needs of veterans, seniors, children and families of the
district’s 36 municipalities is a pleasure because it represents where I was born and raised, worked and grew my
family.”
In her most recent election, Karen received over 87% of the vote. Reverend Charles Gommer, Campaign Chair
Friends of Karen Boback, said, “Karen is dedicated to her constituents, and to the hard working taxpayers of our
state. She is there when needed, and as a result of her dedication, Karen continues to win the overwhelming support
and votes of those she serves.”
John D. Brougher, Colonel (USAF), Retired, Honorary Campaign Chairman Friends of Karen Boback added,
“I am honored to be affiliated with Karen Boback. Her dedication and support of the military, veterans and their
families has been outstanding not only in our district, but throughout the Commonwealth. Thank you, Karen!”
In Harrisburg, Karen continues to work with like-minded legislators to solve some of the toughest challenges
our state faces. She strongly supports Senate Bill 76, and is the longest running local legislator to be a proponent
of eliminating school property taxes, which is why she earned the support of the PA Taxpayers Cyber Coalition
(PTCC) in past elections. “As a member of the Appropriations Committee, I continue to push for the elimination of
school property taxes to ensure working families and seniors are able to stay in their homes,” said Rep. Boback.
Karen understands that representing the needs of the 117th District in Harrisburg is an important part of her
job, but also knows serving local residents here at home is a top priority. “I have always worked to provide my
constituents with the very best community outreach services possible,” said Rep. Boback. “I host a Veterans Expo
and Recognition Program; Senior Informational Expos; Healthy Habits and Wellness Events; Anti-fraud and Theft
Prevention Seminars; Concealed Carry Seminars; and Opioid Dangers 101 Forums. I also offer office hours for
veterans affairs; small business development consultations with a professional; as well as providing satellite hours
throughout my district. I developed a leadership program utilized by three school districts and co-founded the Luzerne-Wyoming Counties Elder Abuse Task Force. I always strive to accommodate the needs of my constituents.
My goal has been to make my office a resource center in our community, and to make my district the best place to
live, work, play, raise a family and retire.”
An issue that has been near and dear to Karen’s heart is her hard work to advance opportunities for women and
girls across our Commonwealth. She was recently honored to have been appointed to serve on the Pennsylvania
Commission for Women. “Being chosen to serve on the Pennsylvania Commission for Women is truly a highlight
of my career. I believe it is a wonderful chance to do even more by working with this exceptional group of civic,
business and community leaders to advance opportunities for women and girls across the state,” Rep. Boback
said.
Dr. Boback is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania where she earned a PhD. She is very active in her
church and community. Karen has been married to her husband Buz for forty-four years. They have two children
and one grandchild. For those who want to join the Friends of Karen Boback team call 570-639-2265.
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