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Nehemiah and Ezra Ide Family Reunion Back Mountain
Nehemiah and Ezra Ide Family Reunion was to be held on Saturday
June 27th, at Francis Slocum State Park, Kingston Township, PA, has been
postponed with a later date to be determined. This has been done to keep
all family members safe due to the COVID 19 pandemic. In July, the committee will convene to decide the outcome of the 2020 reunion. We will
be following the guidelines of Governor Wolf and the CDC with how to
proceed in the decision.
You may still send donations to the family in support of the reunion
and the Idetown Cemetery to the following address: Ide Family, P.O. Box
176 Lehman, PA 18627. If you have any questions please contact Betsy at
ephillips1@frontier.com or by the Facebook Group Nehemiah and Ezra
Ide Family Reunion. Thank you all for your patience in deciding what is
best for all family members.

Back Mountain Community News
Special Notice

During these uncertain times and while the stay-at-home continues to be in
place, local businesses that are open will receive the Back Mountain Community News as they have in the past.
For your convenience, the Back Mountain Community News is always
online to read free of charge at: www.communitynewsonline.net.

Deadline for the July issue of the
Back Mountain Community News is
Thursday, June 25 at 9:00 am.
Please note: Due to some email concerns with Comcast not always
being reliable, if you send an email to:
communitynews123@comcast.net and you receive a return
message undeliverable - please forward to
lisapretko@icloud.com

Memorial
Library
Auction
notice

The Back Mountain Memorial Library in Dallas has announced that this year’s Antiques &
New Goods Auction schedule for July 9 thru 12
has been postponed. Martha Butler, Library director, said organizers are hoping to schedule the annual event sometime this fall.
This would be the 74th year for the auction,
a major fund-raiser for the library which has been
closed since mid-March when the Governor ordered non-essential businesses to close due to the
COVID-19 crisis. According to Butler, volunteers
will be exploring new ways to help raise funds for
the Back Mountain Memorial Library.

Misericordia University
students who were candidates
for graduation

Lia Barbacci, Dallas, Nursng, BSN; Peter Decker,
Dallas, Information Technology, BS; Alyssa Elick, Dallas, Organizational Management, MS; Stuart Elick, Dallas,
Organizational Management, MS; Catherine Falzone, Dallas, Biochemistry, BS; Heather Harvey, Dallas, Statistics,
BS; Anita Holmes, Dallas, Communications, BA; Allison
Lamoreaux, Dallas, Information Technology, BS; Madison
Mokychic, Monroe Township, Early Childhood and Special
Education, BS; Erin Muldoon, Dallas, Speech Language
Pathology, MS; Joshua Orlandini, Dallas, Medical Imaging, BS; Julia Ramirez, Dallas, Early Childhood and Special
Education, BS; Lia Ruggerio, Dallas, Speech Language Pathology, MS; Rochelle-Jade Scott, Dallas, Business Administration, BS; Jessica Vera, Dallas, English, BA; Anne Yanik,
Dallas, Health Science, BS; Emilee Zawatski, Dallas, Health
Science, BS;
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Baker Bill Halts
Driver’s License
Suspensions During
Judicial Emergency

The shutdown of the courts in
mid-March has created a serious
complication for those who commit traffic violations and for the
officials charged with enforcing the
laws. But action taken by the state
Senate today offers clarification, according to Sen. Lisa Baker (R-20),
who worked with representatives
from the judicial system to forge
solutions.
“Individuals who are prevented
from paying or challenging their
citations could be facing license
suspensions that are not warranted,”
explained Baker. “These suspensions would make it harder for them
to get their lives back on track as
things start to reopen.”
The remedy halts PennDOT’s
ability to suspend driver’s licenses
during judicial emergencies, or until
the court provides appropriate alternatives for people to plead their
cases. It is part of a package of bills
to address some of the unforeseen
consequences of the actions taken
to slow the spread of coronavirus.
Legislation delaying the Statue
of Limitations for civil and criminal
cases, granting extensions for court
filings, and giving individuals extra
time to make payments or court appearances were already approved by
the Senate and are awaiting a vote in
the House.

Dallas Borough Announces Spring Rummage sale postponed at Trinity
Church, Dallas
Cleanup Schedule and Regulations Presbyterian
The Deacons at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 105 Irem Road, Dallas
Dallas Borough Council has announced the schedule for the annual
spring cleanup to be held this year July 13th to July 18th at the Dallas Borough Municipal Building, 25 Main Street, Dallas. The hours of operation
will be from 7:30 A.M. to 6 P.M. Monday through Friday and 8:00 A.M. to
2:00 P.M. on Saturday. Spring cleanup is only available to Dallas Borough
residents.
Regulations will be enforced for the 2020 spring cleanup. Dallas Borough will require all residents to obtain an admission permit for the cleanup
and the following fee schedule will be implemented: Cars, SUVs or Minivans require a $15.00 permit (unlimited entry). Pick Up Trucks, Cargo Vans
or Utility Trailers require a $25 permit, (one trip per permit /three permit
maximum per residence). Large vehicles or trailers over one ton require a
$90 permit (one trip per permit / one permit maximum per residence).
Proof of residency such as a tax bill or driver’s license will be required
to purchase the necessary permit. Admission permits will be issued to the
occupants, not owners of Dallas Borough rental units.
In an effort to avoid delays at the drop off site during cleanup week, residents are asked to pre-purchase their permits during Borough office hours
Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Dallas Borough
Municipal Building. No refunds will be issued.
Residents are reminded that the Borough will not accept household
garbage, recyclables including yard waste, toxic or hazardous materials,
asbestos, large construction debris, paint/paint cans, batteries, electronics
and ashes. The Borough will accept a limited number of non-commercial
vehicle tires at a fee of $3 for each tire.
Bulky furniture items and large appliances require an additional fee of
$5.00 per item. All refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, and dehumidifiers MUST HAVE DOCUMENTATION that all Freon and other gases
have been removed. ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF ANY ITEMS
is at the discretion of the Dallas Borough Road Department personnel and
Dallas Borough administration. Questions about spring cleanup should be
directed to the Dallas Borough Administrative Office at 570-675-1389.
Email your community news information and photos to:
Back Mountain Community News at: communitynews123@comcast.net.
To read the paper onlinefree of charge, visit: www.communitynewsonline.net.
For advertising information call 570-674-7772. Serving the community for
over 15 years with All Good News ... Where Community Matters.

have postponed their annual rummage sale which was to be held in late
May. They are hoping to hold it on Friday, August 28th and Saturday,
August 29th. They will reconfirm those dates as soon as their plans can
be finalized. They appreciate the interest and support of area residents
for this much-anticipated annual event, and hope that they can bring it to
the community this summer.

Rural Health Corporation of NEPA offering
COVID-19 ANTIBODY Testing

Rural Health Corporation’s (RHC) seven health centers, located in Luzerne
and Wyoming counties, are currently offering COVID-19 ANTIBODY testing
at all locations. Antibody testing has the potential to help healthcare professionals identify individuals who have been exposed to COVID-19 and who have developed an immune response. Working with Quest Laboratories, the turnaround
time for test results will be 2-3 days.
Adding COVID-19 ANTIBODY testing to the current COVID-19 testing
being offered at all of our centers speaks to the commitment of RHC to continue
our mission of providing quality, accessible and affordable care to the community in order to keep our neighbors safe and educated.
For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 1-833-2835887 or visit www.rhcnepa.com.
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Special Notice
from the
Wyoming Valley
Civil War
Roundtable

Due to the pandemic and social
distancing requirements, The Wyoming Valley Civil War Roundtable
is canceling the remainder of its
meetings scheduled for 2020.
We look forward to resuming our
monthly meetings in March, 2021.
Thank you for your continued support of the Civil War Roundtable.

8th Annual Dallas
Rotary Wine and
BrewFest, date
reset for October
3rd

The Dallas Rotary Club, in association with the Dallas Area Fall
Fair, Inc., will be sponsoring its 8th
annual Wine and BrewFest on Saturday, October 3rd at the Luzerne
County Fairgrounds, Rt. 118, Dallas, PA. All proceeds will benefit
Rotary charities.
The members of the Dallas Rotary Club and the Fall Fair Board
wish to thank their sponsors, vendors and patrons for their patience
and support as we all navigate these
uncharted waters due to the virus.
The event will adhere to all PA public gathering guidelines in place at
the time.
The Wine and BrewFest will
once again feature some of the area’s
finest local wineries and breweries
from the Back Mountain, the Endless Mountains and beyond. A variety of food and goods will also be
on sale by area vendors and craftsmen, and there will be live musical
entertainment all day long.
The Dallas Rotary is an allvolunteer, public service organization and will be holding this event
to support their various projects and
programs to benefit and enrich the
lives of our Back Mountain Community residents.
Visit their web site at www.DallasRotaryWineandDine.com
or
look for them on Face book for upcoming ticket information online or
at local retailers.

A special service held to honor George Kocher at Perrego Cemetery

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

George Kocher and Ed Dubil
knew each other practically forever.
In fact, they were second cousins.
“His father and my mother were
cousins. We would see each other
every year at the Kocher family reunion,” said Ed. “My grandfather
was president of the family organization and attendance was mandatory. But really, everybody went to
it and enjoyed it.”
Ed and George didn’t become
best friends, though, until later in
life after both had completed their
military service, George with the
Navy and Ed with the Army. They
ended up living just a few houses
apart on the same street at Harveys
Lake.
“My wife wanted to come
back here after we left the service.
She was a Puterbaugh and we were
able to buy the main house on the
Puterbaugh farm,” said Ed, who had
served in Viet Nam and Ethiopia. By
then George Kocher had established
an excavation business and was doing the work for the Harveys Lake
sewer installation.
“I noticed his truck go by a few
times and then he knocked on my
door to talk about the sewers,” said
Ed. “We just became good friends.
We were always together. In fact,
if anyone was looking for me, my
wife would always say, ‘He’s probably somewhere with George.’”
Throughout the years, Ed and
George spent a lot of their time taking care of the Perrego Cemetery
off Lakeside Drive at Harveys
Lake. The cemetery was established
in 1852 by Able Perrego when he
buried his wife Sarah there. Ed said
there are stories about others that
may have been buried there earlier
but that is the first recorded burial.
For many years, George Kocher
was a trustee of the cemetery along
with Ed Dubil and Ed’s aunt by
marriage Eleanor Puterbaugh. Eleanor is known to many in the area
because she ran the store at Sunset
Beach and also served as the Postmaster at Harveys Lake.
“The new part of the cemetery
was property originally set aside
for the Alderson United Methodist
Church but they decided to build

t h e
church
d o w n
the road.
Eleanor and
I made
arrangements to
deed the
property to
the cemetery so we could sell plots
there to help take care of the rest of
the cemetery,” said Ed. “Just about
everything is done there on a volunteer basis. George helped me with a
lot of the maintenance.”
The older part of the cemetery is on a rocky sloped hill. Most
of the space is already filled but in
the spring of 2019 they were able to
bury three members of a family on
that hill. “We were trying to get the
site cleaned up and ready for Memorial Day. I was there raking out
the area when I heard George coming up the hill on the tractor with
the rake on the front of it. I was surprised to see him because it was a
Wednesday and he usually went for
dialysis on Wednesdays,” said Ed.
“I waved, turned back to my raking,
but then I heard an odd noise. When
I turned around to look, I couldn’t
see George.” Ed rushed to see what
had happened. He saw his best friend
pinned under the overturned tractor. Although he tried, he couldn’t
move the tractor. He flagged down
a passing motorist who phoned for
help. The two men then together
managed to pull George out and
the paramedics took George to the
hospital where he died on May 24,
2019 at the age of 72.
Ed Dubil didn’t want people
to forget his friend George Kocher.
He had a plaque made to commemorate George and all of the
volunteer work he did for cemetery.
A socially distanced gathering was
held on Memorial Day to display
the plaque at Perrego Cemetery. In
addition, Ed had a duplicate plaque
made to present to George’s wife
Marion and their two sons, Scott
and George.
“He was a licensed plumber before he started the excavating business. He could do anything,” said
Ed. “He was a really nice man.”

Above Scott, Marion and George Kocher gather at Perrego Cemetery,
Harveys Lake.

Above Marion Kocher accepts a special plaque made in recogition for
the years of dedication and volunteer work in memory of her husband
George E. Kocher.
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Dallas Rotary Cares

At a recent Zoom meeting of the Rotary Club of Dallas, the
members held a discussion on what the Rotary could do to reach
out to our community to let the caregivers and residents of our senior care homes know that they are appreciated and not forgotten.
Soon the idea was born to visit many of the senior facilities in
the Back Mountain and deliver some Tender Loving Care via boxes
of individually wrapped snacks and some treats from McDonald’s.
The Rotarians knew that they would not be allowed to enter the facilities, so Dallas Rotary Chairperson for this project, Heather Fritz,
pre-arranged for staff members to meet them at the entrances to
receive their gifts of snacks, treats and personal care products.
The Rotarians delivered their many boxes to the Meadows
Assisted Living, The Meadows Nursing Home, Greenbriar, The
Mercy Center and Lakeside Nursing Home. The staff members
were very pleased to see the Rotarians and eager to distribute the
boxes of goodies to the residents and staff members. They also
delivered shampoo, tooth paste, soap and puzzle books where they
were needed. The Rotarians were very touched by the sign outside
of the Meadows buildings that read: “Heroes Work Here.” The Rotarians carried their own sign that read: “Dallas, PA Rotary Cares.
Thank you and enjoy some treats on us!” The project was funded
through the club’s charity account budget and extra private donations made by their members themselves, all in recognition of their
motto, “Service Above Self.”
At the Meadows Assisted Living, the Dallas Rotarians were
greeted and welcomed by Meadows personnel: from left, Linda
Boston, Dietary Department; Janet Mazur, Administrative Assistant; Melissa Margotta, PC Administrator. Rotarians: Dallas Rotary President John Doerfler, Rotarian Maureen Doerfler, Rotarian
Janice Horn.
Shown in photo right, at the Meadows Nursing Home, the Dallas Rotarians, from left, Janice Horn, Maureen Doerfler and Club
President John Doerfler were greeted and welcomed by Meadows
Activities Department personnel Raine Race, Katie Cilvik and Director Laura Wingard.
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Dallas Lions Club
awards Book Scholarship

Kelly Young of
Shavertown was recently
provided a $750 Joseph
J. Canfield Memorial
Book Scholarship from
the Dallas Lions Club.
She is the daughter
of Judy Young and is a
2019 graduate of Dallas
High School. She was
involved in her church’s
youth group for many
years and vacation bible
school and the “Gift”
play at the Back Mountain Harvest Assembly
Church for three years.
At Dallas High School,
Kelly was a member of
the student council and the National Honor Society. She attended the
Science Olympiad in Global Education and went to Ecuador with her
Spanish class. She was in the Future Business Leaders of America and
was also involved with the track and golf team. She has been accepted
at several colleges including Kings and the University of Scranton. The
club’s scholarship check will be mailed to Kelly because of the COVID19 restrictions rather than being presented to her at a dinner meeting of the
club. Picture is a recent picture of Kelly with her mother, Judy.

Dallas Lions Club
awards Book Scholarship

The Dallas Lions Club recently provided a $750 Joseph J. Canfield
Memorial Book Scholarship to Nathan Roppelt, son of Kristen and
Bob Roppelt of Shavertown. Nate is a 2020 graduate of Holy Redeemer High School and was ranked in the top half of his class. He
earned his Eagle Scout award in June 2019 and is a member of the
National Honor Society. He is also a member of he National Academy
of Future Physicians and Medical Science Delegate. He has been accepted at Washington and Jefferson College and will be a member
of the Fellows Program there. The club’s scholarship check will be
mailed to Nate because of the COVID-19 restrictions rather than being presented to him at a dinner meeting of the club. Pictured above
is a recent picture of Nate with is mother and father.
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Dr. Kathleen Cieplak Owens appointed president of Misericordia University for 2020-21
The Misericordia University
Board of Trustees has appointed
Kathleen Cieplak Owens, Ph.D., to
serve as president of the institution
for the 2020-21 academic year. Dr.
Owens’s term as president will begin on July 1, 2020 and end on June
30, 2021. Dr. Owens is president
emerita of Gwynedd Mercy University in Lower Gwynedd Twp.,
where she served as president from
2002 until her retirement in Aug.
2017.
“The Board believes Dr. Owens’s extensive professional accomplishments and experience with the
Mercy Mission in Catholic higher
education will serve our university
well as we manage our presidential
transition and the planned recovery
from the unprecedented COVID-19
crisis,” said Christopher L. Borton,
chairperson of the Misericordia
University Board of Trustees.
Gwynedd Mercy College transitioned to university status in
2013 during Dr. Owens’s tenure
as president. She led the development of new academic programs
at the undergraduate and graduate
levels, including doctoral programs
in nursing and education, as well as
additional online degree and international programs. She completed
a campus master plan and transportation improvement plan, added
several new and renovated campus
facilities,and helped to drive enrollment growth, which included the

establishment of new instructional
locations in Pennsylvania, including Center City Philadelphia, East
Norriton and Bensalem.
While leading Gwynedd Mercy’s first comprehensive capital
campaign, Dr. Owens secured the
largest gift in the institution’s history which resulted in the Frances
M. Maguire School of Nursing and
Health Professions, and exceeded
the campaign goal nine months before the end of the campaign.
“I am both excited and humbled
to have the opportunity to serve the
Misericordia University community
during this transition period,” said
Dr. Owens. “There is likely no other
circumstance that would call me to
take a sabbatical from my retirement than my commitment to the
mission and core values of Misericordia University and the Sisters of
Mercy. I am well aware of the university’s extraordinary accomplishments under the leadership of Dr.
Tom Botzman, and I look forward to
engaging all constituents in building
upon the university’s legacy by supporting the core values of Mercy,
Service, Justice and Hospitality.”
Dr. Owens served in leadership
roles on several national and regional boards, including as board
chairperson for the Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities of Pennsylvania. She was also
board chairperson for the Southeastern Pennsylvania Consortium for

Higher Education, vice chairperson/
executive committee member of the
Council of Independent Colleges,
board chairperson for the Pennsylvania Association of Colleges and
Universities, board member for the
Conference for Mercy Higher Education, executive committee member for the Association of Catholic
Colleges and Universities, presidential sponsor for the American Council on Education’s Pennsylvania
Women’s Network, and board
chairperson/trustee emerita for
Project Home, a Philadelphia-based
organization dedicated to serving
people who are homeless. She completed service as a trustee at Medaille College in Buffalo, New York,
and a term on the NCAA Division
III Presidents’ Council.
Dr. Owens was recognized for
her leadership and service in Pennsylvania as the recipient of the Philadelphia Smart CEO Award for Top
Female CEOs, Outstanding Leadership Award presented by Synergis
Education, Montgomery County
Foundation’s Woman of Distinction
for 2016, and Montgomery County
Community College Foundation’s
Woman of the Year in 2017. She was
awarded citations from the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and
Pennsylvania Senate in 2017 for exemplary service to higher education
in the Commonwealth. Dr. Owens
currently serves on the Board of
Trustees at Lewis University,

a private Roman
Catholic and Lasallian university
in Romeoville,
Illinois.
Earlier in her
higher
education career, Dr.
Owens served as
vice president of
academic affairs
at Saint Francis
University in Loretto, as well as
dean and professor in the
College of Arts
and Sciences at
Lewis University. She received
her doctoral and
Bachelor of Science
degrees
from Loyola University Chicago,
and her master’s
degree from DePaul University
in Chicago, Illinois.
Dr. Owens will replace Thomas J.
Botzman, Ph.D., as president of Misericordia University. Dr. Botzman
is completing a highly successful
seven-year term as Misericordia’s
president. He has accepted the president’s position at the University of
Mount Union in Alliance, Ohio.
The search for Misericordia’s

president for 2021-22 and beyond
will begin in late summer as the
Board of Trustees will conduct a national search to select Dr. Botzman’s
long-term successor.
Dr. Owens currently resides in
the Chicago area with her husband,
Don Zamborsky.
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Legion Logbook

“In Flanders Fields” by John McCrae...In Flanders fields the poppies blow, Between the crosses,
row on row, That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing fly, Scarce heard
amid the guns below. We are the Dead, short days
ago We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, Love
and were loved, and now we lie in Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe; To you from Clarence J. Michael
Past Commander
failing hands we throw The torch; be yours to
Dallas American
hold it high. If ye break faith with us who die We
Legion, Post 672
shall not sleep, though poppies grow in Flanders
fields.
Please recite that poem a number of times, really think what it
means ... and see that it epitomizes Memorial Day! Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 took that poem as an admonition that our
Post should do something to honor our fallen veterans on this caronavirus-tainted Memorial Day. As usual we gathered (replete with masks) to
replace the worn flags at the various veterans graves.
Our Commander Denise Kupstas organized a Memorial Day ceremony at our Post grounds. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by
all. Chaplain Bill Lewis offered the prayers, Commander Kupstas and
John Emil, Sr. offered remarks, Historian Clarence J. Michael recited
“In Flanders Fields”, the Post Honor Guard offered a seven gun salute,
and Taps by John Emil, Sr., closed the dedication. The entourage proceeded to the center of Dallas by the round-about and changed the tattered American and POW flags with the help of the Legion Riders. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited, a seven-gun tribute was offered, and
Taps closed the abbreviated ceremony. Hopefully, many of the Back
Mountain residents lit a candle or candles as our National Commander
had suggested, and contemplated the sacrifices of these fallen veterans,
so that everyone could enjoy their traditional barbecues.
GOD BLESS AMERICA! Keep safe and be aware of the safe-distancing practices.

COVID-19 color phase information:

Yellow Phase

Telework must continue where feasible
Businesses with in-person operations must follow safety orders
Child care open with worker & building safety orders
Restrictions in place for prison & congregate care
Schools closed for in-person instruction
Stay at home restrictions lifted in favor of aggressive mitigation
Large gatherings prohibited
In-person retail allowed (curbside/delivery preferred)
Indoor recreation, health & wellness facilities
(such as gyms, spas) and all entertainment
(such as casinos, theaters) remain closed

Green Phase

Aggressive mitigation orders lifted
Individuals must follow CDC and PA Department of Health guidelines
All businesses must follow CDC
and PA Department of Health guidelines

For more information, visit online at:
www.health.pa.gov
Be Safe ~ Stay Healthy
and together we will get through
these uncertain times.
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Make Sure Your Beneficiaries Are
Accurate

By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
MF Advisers, Inc.
& MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.
There are numerous life events that can make
us reconsider who we want to leave money to in
our 401(k)s, IRAs, 403(b)s, annuities, life insurance policies, brokerage accounts, etc. Unfortunately beneficiaries can pass away too soon
(death); sometimes beneficiaries are no longer
spouses (divorce); sometimes there’s a new additional to a family (birth
and/or marriage), and sometimes hurt feelings may influence beneficiary
changes (often not the wisest decision).
Often these life events involve so much that people sometimes forget
to review/change their beneficiary selections, and that can cause headaches
down the road if they’re not addressed in a timely manner.
I’ve heard too many stories re: that former couple who got divorced and
one person remarried, but forgot to take the former spouse off as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy...how do you think the current spouse feels
when she watches not only her beloved husband pass away, but also watches the ex-wife get the life insurance proceeds? According to PA law, there’s
nothing that the current spouse can do in that situation (and it could’ve been
avoided with a simple beneficiary review).
Instead of forgetting to make these important changes shortly after they
occur, make sure to be proactive and update your beneficiaries as soon as
possible on all applicable accounts. If you work with a qualified financial advisor and/or professional insurance agent, hopefully he/she is aware
enough to make beneficiary updates an important part of the customer review process (so you’re up to date and avoid issues). If your advisors reach
out to you proactively to prepare the beneficiary update paperwork in a
timely fashion, your advisors are doing the right thing for your situation.
It’s the little things like making sure your beneficiaries are accurate
that can make a huge financial difference in your lives, so why leave it to
chance? Get it done now; make a list of all applicable accounts (or your
advisor can do that for you), and make the necessary beneficiary changes
(don’t forget to update your will, living will, POA, and health care directive
as well) – you’ll be glad that you did (and so will your loved ones).
Find an experienced financial advisor who reviews beneficiary selections during life events, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her money from
fees (NOT commissions), believes in having an abundance of investment
choices for clients, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesperson, and chances are you’ve found the right financial advisor to help you
prepare and plan for your goals.
For more information, please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com , email
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524. About MF Advisers, Inc.,
MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-only RIA firm and fiduciary based in
PA & FL specializing in 403(b)s, 529 college savings plans, wealth management, investment advice, and financial planning (including retirement planning). With 20+ years of licensed experience, over 10 years of professional
education, and an unwavering commitment to improving your financial
situation, MF Advisers, Inc. is the advisory firm to best serve YOU.
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To advertise, email: communitynews123@comcast.net
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Local Civil Air Patrol Cadet earns Prestigious Amelia
Earhart Award

Nineteen year old Cadet Captain Frederick Herman is a
member of Luzerne County Composite Squadron located
at the Wyoming Valley Airport. The squadron, one of more
than fifty squadrons in the eastern part of Pennsylvania,
is part of the Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the
United States Air Force. The seasoned cadet says he
wants to fly the organizations’ airplanes on life saving missions and rescue operations and he is well on his way.
Captain Herman has his private pilot license, which
he was able to earn while he was still in high school. He
is now working on his instrument rating which will allow
him to fly aircraft relying only on the airplanes instruments
when there is little to no visibility. He is also working on
furthering his knowledge by becoming a Civil Air Patrol
pilot. There is extensive training beyond the private pilot
license in order to be able to fly the Civil Air Patrol corporate airplanes.
Captain Herman is one step closer to his goal, now
that he has achieved his Amelia Earhart Award. The Amelia Earhart award marks completion of phase three of the
Civil Air Patrol cadet program and recognizes sustained
excellence in all four areas of cadet life which include;
leadership,  aerospace, fitness and character. When a cadet earns this prestigious award, it also qualifies them to
represent the United States in the International Air Cadet
Exchange.
Amelia Earhart was an American aviation pioneer who set many flying records and became the first woman to
fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean. She was also the first person ever to fly solo from Hawaii to the United States
mainland. She died doing what she loved when she disappeared while trying to fly around the globe.
According to Captain Herman “earning the Earhart wasn’t easy. It took a lot of hard work and a lot of study.
The final test on aerospace and leadership was a comprehensive review of the total of my four years in this organization”. Herman first joined when he was fifteen years old because he loved airplanes and wanted to fly. “This
was a dream as far back as I can
remember”, he stated. Captain Herman’s father, squadron commander
for the Luzerne County Composite
Squadron, is also a pilot, “We’re
extremely proud of his accomplishments and hope he can serve as an
example to our younger cadets in
the program”, he stated. Captain
Herman says Civil Air Patrol has
certainly played a big role in his flying experience and he will continue
working towards his ultimate goal
and that is to earn Civil Air Patrol’s
pinnacle award, the General Carl
A. Spaatz. Less than one percent of
cadets achieve this level.
Civil Air Patrol is the longtime
auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force and
as such is a valued member of its
Total Force. In its auxiliary role,
CAP operates a fleet of 560 singleengine aircraft and 1,550 small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (sUAS).
It performs about 90% of continental U.S. inland search and rescue
missions as tasked by the Air Force
Rescue Coordination Center and is
credited by the AFRCC with saving
an average of 82 lives annually.
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Social Distancing Ceremonies held for Memorial Day
Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American
Legion Post 672 held an abbreviated ceremony at the Post Legion
Grounds and the center of Dallas.
Prayers were led by Chaplain
Bill Lewis, the Pledge to the Flag
was recited, speeches were given,
Flanders Fields poem was recited,
a gun salute was offered, and Taps
ended the shortened ceremony.
Commander Darlene Kupstas
stated, “Even though the coronavirus has interrupted our traditional
parade ceremonies, our Legion
must honor our fallen veterans on
Memorial Day. We have replaced
worn flags on veterans graves earlier in the week, and today’s ceremony will honor that “torch” that
was thrown to us by those fallen in”
Flander’s Fields”, so they may rest
in peace.
In photo right: Commander Darlene Kupstas offered a speach for
the Memorial Day holiday.
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Students at Misericordia
University qualify for the dean’s
list for the Spring 2020 semester

Students at Misericordia University qualify for the dean’s list with a
3.55 grade point average or higher. The following students were named
to the dean’s list for the Spring 2020 semester: Soumyadip Acharyya,
Dallas, PA; Diane Bennett, Dallas, PA; Paige Boyle, Dallas, PA; Christopher Cercone, Dallas, PA; Peter Decker, Dallas, PA; Ayanna Dexter,
Dallas, PA; Jacqueline Dottor, Dallas, PA; Zachary Dottor, Dallas, PA;
Olivia Evans, Dallas, PA; Ashlynn Fitzgerald, Dallas, PA; Micayla Grey,
Dallas, PA; Heather Harvey, Dallas, PA; Makenzie Kapitula, Dallas,
PA; Allison Lamoreaux, Dallas, PA; Justin Marshall, Dallas, PA; Jessica
Martin, Dallas, PA; Madison Mokychic, Monroe Township, PA; Joshua
Orlandini, Dallas, PA; Julia Ramirez, Dallas, PA; Sara Reichold, Dallas,
PA; Peyton Ross, Dallas, PA; Kendra Saba, Dallas, PA; Heather Shively,
Dallas, PA; Chase Shustack, Dallas, PA; Zachary Strazdus, Dallas, PA;
Jacob Stritzinger, Dallas, PA; Jessica Vera, Dallas, PA; Alexis Wyandt,
Dallas, PA; Anne Yanik, Dallas, PA; John Zardecki, Dallas Township,
PA; and Emilee Zawatski, Dallas, PA.

Back Mountain Community News is publishing Special Signs of Thanks

During these uncertain times, the Back Mountain Community News is publishing special signs of thanks in the
Community News. Email your photo holding your sign of thanks and showing your appreciation to those keeping our
community functioning during this pandemic.
Show your appreciation to our medical personnel, first responders, service personnel ~ military members, truck
and delivery drivers, pharmacies, banks, grocery, restaurant, gas station and convenient market employees, farmers,
and utility workers ~ anyone you would like to thank for their service.
To submit your photo holding your sign of thanks to those continuing to serve our community, email: communitynews123@comcast.net and be a part of saying thank you! Group and pet photos are also welcome.
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Crystal Lee named 2020 Outstanding Adult Learner at
Misericordia University

The Center for Adult and Continuing Education at Misericordia University
recently named Crystal Lee of South Abington Twp., as the university’s 2020
Outstanding Adult Learner of the Year. She was one of five students recognized
by the Luzerne County Council on Adult Higher Education for overcoming obstacles and demonstrating perseverance, innovation and extraordinary dedication
to reach their educational goals.
Lee, a single mother of an 11-year-old daughter, works full time as a private
duty home health and hospice aide, and volunteers in her community. As a parttime student at Misericordia University, she has achieved academic excellence
while balancing work, education and family responsibilities. She is scheduled to
receive her Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree in August.
Lee attributes her decision to enroll at Misericordia University to a very
persistent patient, Minnie Occhipinti, and says pursuing a degree changed her life. “At a time in my life when
everything seemed like it was falling apart, she believed in me and encouraged me to complete my degree,” Lee
said. “Nursing school is stressful, yet it was the crucible I needed to burn away self-doubt and change into an
independent, confident and sometimes outspoken woman. I don’t take this ability to provide for my family or
complete my degree for granted.
“I went to college right out of high school, but traditional higher education programs at the time were not designed for those who needed to work full time to support themselves. Misericordia is different because they have
many programs designed specifically for working adults. Right from day one, I felt that Misericordia faculty
were invested in my success,” she added. One such faculty member, Catherine Luksic, M.S.N., R.N., assistant
professor of nursing, described Lee as a student “who demonstrates a love of learning and a level of commitment necessary to succeed in a demanding nursing program and beyond,” in her letter of recommendation. “I
consider Crystal a positive role model and an inspiration to others,” Luksic added.
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Wyoming Seminary athlete to play Back Mountain Food Pantry, we are here for you
The Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry, located in the Trucksville United Methodist Church,
football at Seton Hill University wishes
to thank everyone in our community who helped us restock our shelves so we can continue to help our

neighbors through these challenging times. We are also grateful to Weinberg/CEO for their assistance with inventory to deliver a balanced array of food to our clients.
Demand is always higher when, through no fault of their own, people are unable to work due to company
closures. The pantry has kept up with our current client base and is ready, willing and able to help new clients as
the need arises. Residents living in the Dallas School District and Lake-Lehman School District may apply for
assistance by calling 570-696-2917.
During the summer months, thefood pantry will once again conduct the No Hungry Tummies Program where
we ask residents to donate ready to eat food for children who will not be able to benefit from breakfasts and lunches
provided by the school system.
Individuals, or groups wishing to donate food from a food drive, may call the pantry at 570-696-2917 for more
information or to arrange a mutually convenient time for our volunteers to be on duty to receive the food. All nonperishable foods are welcome at this time and any time. Nonperishable food may also be dropped off at Cook’s
Pharmacy in Shavertown, Hilbert’s Tractor Store in Dallas and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Dallas during regular
business hours.
Monetary donations may be sent to: The Back Mountain Food Pantry, c/o Trucksville United Methodist Church,
40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville, PA
18708. The Back Mountain Pantry
is an approved 501c3 charity and
donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
The all-volunteer Board of Directors of the food pantry wishes
to again thank everyone for their
support during the unusual times in
which we currently live. Our volunteers have been faithful to our
mission, and we wish to thank them
for their dedication and hard work.

Todd Phillips of Dallas, senior member of the Wyoming Seminary Blue
Knights varsity football team, will continue his academic and athletic
career at Seton Hill University, Greensburg, a NCAA Div. II program,
in fall, 2020. The Seton Hill Griffins compete in the PSAC. Seen during
his announcement are Todd Phillips, athlete; Joseph Phillips, father;
and Mary Lou Phillips, mother.

Shop the
Back Mountain
Community News ...

Where Community Matters.
Your dollars spent in locally-owned
businesses have three times the
impact on our local economy.
Locally owned businesses are the
businesses we count on for
donations to our local
organizations and contribute
dollars to our local causes.
A marketplace made-up of many
small businesses ensures lower prices
over the long-term and
local business owners work
hard to fulfill the needs
of the people within
our community every day.

Back Mountain
Community News
It’s All Good News!

Signs of Thanks

Thank you from Emmie.

Back Mountain Community News is publishing Special Signs of Thanks

During these uncertain times, the Back Mountain Community News is publishing special
signs of thanks in the Community News. Email your photo holding your sign of thanks and
showing your appreciation to those keeping our community functioning during this pandemic.
Show your appreciation to our medical personnel, first responders, service personnel ~ military members, truck and delivery drivers, pharmacies, banks, grocery, restaurant, gas station and
convenient market employees, farmers, and utility workers ~ anyone you would like to thank
for their service. To submit your photo holding your sign of thanks to those continuing to serve
our community, email: communitynews123@comcast.net and be a part of saying thank you!
Group and pet photos are also welcome.
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Maggie is thankful for her family.

Wyoming Seminary Announces Winner of
Annual Oratorical Contest

Xiaobu Zhou, a Wyoming
Seminary junior from Chongqing, China P.R.C., won the
school’s 2020 Oratorical Contest held recently on the Upper
School campus. In her speech,
titled “What is Happiness?,”
she described why she believes
Americans are growing more
unhappy and what people can
do to find more happiness in
life.
Juniors Shailee Desai of
Shavertown and Sandra Hategekimana of Kigali, Rwanda
also competed in the contest. Desai discussed the late Kobe Bryant and how his life can inspire
others to strive for excellence in their work, studies and community service. Hategekimana
offered her ideas on how failure can lead to success and how to use belief in self, effort and
gratitude to overcome failure.
The three students were chosen as finalists from a field of 17 students who responded
to the invitation to prepare 10-minute persuasive speeches under the direction of Ivy Miller,
Wyoming Seminary director of libraries and public speaking teacher. A team of faculty judges
scored the students on their delivery, stage presence, logic in argumentation and strength of
supportive evidence.
Sem has held the Oratorical Contest for more than one hundred years. The annual competition tests students’ abilities to research and argue an issue with reason and conviction. Shown
in the photo are: Xiaobu Zhou of Chongqing, China P.R.C., a junior at Wyoming Seminary,
won the 2020 Wyoming Seminary Oratorical Contest. Shown following the contest are, from
left: junior Shailee Desai, Shavertown, contest finalist; junior Xiaobu Zhou, contest winner;
and junior Sandra Hategekimana, Kigali, Rwanda, contest finalist.
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