
Misericordia University President Reads to 
Pre-School Children as Part of Mercy Week 

Misericordia University President Thomas J. Botzman, Ph.D., center, recently participated in a special 
story-time session with pre-school children from the Lake-Lehman Early Learning Center as part of 
Mercy Week and 90th anniversary celebrations on campus. Children participating in the program, first 
row from left, are: Brendan Brown, Thomas Rushton and Addison Runquist. Second row are: Mady-
son McHenery, Jake White, Ryan McGurk, Landon Rindock, Anders Runquist, Marco Lenza, Jenna 
Lehman and Sofia Sparacio. Third row are:  Joseph Guastella, Mason Ronczka and Ayden Richardson. 
Fourth row are:  Jack Oliver,  Addison Seifert-Blache, Cali Morris, Ryan Cambell and McKenzie Pedro. 
Fifth row are: Valentino Cassano and Devin Albee.

that honors the history of Miseri-
cordia University and its founders 
and sponsors, the Religious Sisters 
of Mercy. For its 90th anniversary 
this year, Misericordia University 
incorporated additional events into 
Mercy Week and has scheduled  
other  special programming for the 
celebration throughout the 2014-
15 academic year. 

November 2014

           Misericordia University 
President Thomas J. Botzman, 
Ph.D., recently participated in a 
special story-time session with 
pre-school children from the Lake-
Lehman Early Learning Center as 
part of Mercy Week and 90th an-
niversary celebrations on campus 
September  21-26 and throughout 
the academic year.
         President Botzman talked to  

the students while he sat on a chair 
in the middle of the Catherine Ev-
ans McGowan Room of the Mary 
Kintz Bevevino Library, and had 
them gather around him while he 
read, “Time for School, Mouse!,” 
by Laura Numeroff. Afterward, 
Misericordia University students, 
faculty and staff did arts and crafts 
with the students.
     Mercy Week is an annual event
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Special Notice: The pages of 
the Back Mountain Community 
News can not be used for any rea-
son without prior written approv-
al from the owner / publisher. 

Ham Dinner – Family Style
        Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire Company, Sweet Valley, will serve 
a ham dinner on Saturday, November 8.   Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30.  
Take-outs begin at 4:00.  Adults $10.00, children under 12 are $5.00 
and children under 6 eat free.  Call 477-5121 for more information.

House Committee 
Approves Bill 
Creating Disaster 
Assistance Act, 
Boback Says
     The House Veterans Affairs 
and Emergency Preparedness 
Committee unanimously passed 
Senate Bill 720, Rep. Karen 
Boback (R-Columbia/Luzerne/
Wyoming) said.  The legislation 
would create a state disaster assis-
tance program to provide grants 
to municipalities that suffer infra-
structure damage during a natural 
or man-made disaster, provided 
that the damage does not qualify 
for federal assistance.   
       “This program would be simi-
lar to those found in more than 20 
other states across the nation,” 
Boback said.  “As a member of 
the committee, I was proud to 
vote in favor of it and I know it 
will go a long way toward help-
ing communities deal with dam-
age from events such as flash 
floods, snowstorms, fires and tor-
nadoes.”
     The committee voted unani-
mously to include a Boback 
amendment which would extend 
powers of arrest for out-of-state 
law enforcement personnel, 
while they assist in a search for 
a fugitive.  This would only be 
allowed if there is a declaration 
of emergency by the governor, 
which has invoked the provisions 
of the Commonwealth’s Emer-
gency Management Assistance 
Compact with the surrounding 
states.
      “I authored this amendment on 
behalf of the Pennsylvania State 
Police, who asked for it follow-
ing the tragic shooting death of 
Corporal Bryon Dickson outside 
the Blooming Grove barracks 
last month,” Boback said.  “This 
clarifies a gray area in our current 
law.” The bill now goes to the full 
House for consideration.
    For more legislation news, go 
to www.RepBoback.com.
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Back Mountain Community News is Celebrating over 9 Years of 
Serving the Community! Call (570) 674-7772 to advertise. Read online 

every month Free of Charge at: www.communitynewsonline.net
It’s All Good News ... Where Community Matters.

Men’s Breakfast 
Group meets at 
Irem 
      The Back Mountain Men’s 
Ecumenical Group  meets at 
the Irem Country Club for their  
weekly breakfast meetings at  
8:00 a.m. on Tuesdays.   All men 
are welcome to join the group as 
they share fun,  fellowship and 
faith. 

Leaf Pickup for 
Residents of 
Dallas Township
     Leaf pickup for residents of 
Dallas Township will begin on 
Monday, November 17, 2014 
weather permitting, and will run 
through Friday, November 21, 
2014. There are no set dates or 
times for individual Township 
street pickup. All leaves must be 
bagged in bio-degradable com-
posting bags and placed by the 
road curb. Plastic garage bags 
will not be accepted. Residents 
are asked not to rake leaves into 
the gutters or roadways. The 
Township’s leaf machine will 
be in operation as well, weather 
permitting. Focus will be on the 
Township’s water problem area 
roads prior to any other. 
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•     Reflexology, Shiatsu
       Deep Tissue Massage

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

       Carol Novajosky opened her 
store, “It’s All About Home Coun-
try Primitives,” in Shavertown 
back in 1998. “I was hand-paint-
ing furniture for a long time before 
that,” said Carol who would sell 
those handcrafted items at vari-
ous craft shows. Now, she sells 
her hand-painted furniture and 
lots more through her on-line store 
with the same name.
       “All of our items are available 
every day, 24 hours a day, now 
through our web site,” said Carol. 
“Plus, we will be holding our an-
nual Holiday Open House on No-
vember 15 and 16.”
     The open house will be from 9 
am to 4 pm, on Saturday and Sun-
day, November 15 and 16. This 
year’s open house will be held at 
the Beaumont School which is lo-
cated off Route 309N on the way 
from Dallas to Tunkhannock. To 
get there, take a sharp right-hand 
turn just past Dominick’s Con-
struction, go over the bridge and 
the school will be on the right.
      “This year I will be closing 
our web site right after the Holi-
day Open House,” said Carol, who 
travels to Florida with her husband 
for the winter months. “We’ll re-
open the web site again in April. 
      The Holiday Open House will 
feature many primitive home dé-
cor items like rugs, wreaths, can-
dles, lanterns, and small furniture. 
There will also be curtains, table 
runners, garlands, and rugs. It’s All 
About Home Country Primitives 
also offers holiday flags, nesting 
boxes, stitched pillows, pottery, 
plates and decorative pieces made 
from wrought iron and tin.
      “We’ll have everything avail-
able at our open house,” said Car-
ol.  For more information, visit the 
web site at www.allabouthome-
countryprimitives.com.

The community is invited to attend an Alzheimer’s Interfaith Can-
dlelight Vigil presented by the Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation 
Center and the Alzheimer’s Association on Tuesday, November 11th  
at 6:00 at the center located at 4 E. Center Hill Road, Dallas. An 
ecumenical service will be held in the Chapel with clergy and music, 
followed by an outdoor lighting ceremony. The evening will conclude 
with light refreshments. For additional information please call (570) 
675-8600 ext. 115 or 195. The Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation 
Center hosts an Alzheimer’s Support Group on the first Thursday 
of each month at 10:00 am in the Meadows board room. This sup-
port group benefits caregivers by providing the opportunity to ad-
dress their concerns and learn about the newest developments in 
the treatment of this disease. Group members shown in photo above 
are: front, Maryan Daily; standing behind from left are: Bill Burrell, 
Karen Cox, Ralph Salafrio, Kay Fairley and Carol Yezilski.

“It’s All About Home Country Primitives” announces 
Open House weekend in November

Carol Novajosky, left, owner of It’s All About Home Country Primi-
tives, is pictured with her assistant Diane Detrick at the Dallas Soccer 
Craft Show.

Frequent customers of It’s All About Home Country Primitives are 
Kim Schoonover and her daughters Chasity and Jamie.

ALZHEIMER CANDLELIGHT 
VIGIL AT MEADOWS NURSING 
& REHABILITATION CENTER
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www.communitynewsonline.net Penn State W-B Wall of Fame 

Nominations Open
         Penn State Wilkes-Barre’s Athletic Department has set a March 
1st, 2015 deadline for nominations to the Wall of Fame. Supported by 
the Penn State Wilkes-Barre Alumni Constituent Society, the Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre Wall of Fame was established to recognize outstanding 
athletic and academic achievements of its student athletes, as well as 
achievements of its coaches, administration, and teams.
     Any person can nominate a name for consideration along with sup-
porting information. Nominees from previous inductions are automati-
cally considered each year for a maximum of ten years. Eligibility re-
quirements include: 
• Former student-athletes are made eligible for induction five years after 
completing their athletic eligibility.
• Coaches, administrators and other Penn State Wilkes-Barre employees 
who served the school for at least ten years and/or made significant con-
tributions to the program. These persons will be eligible five years after 
leaving the school for any reason.
• Others who made truly significant contributions to the athletic program 
over a prolonged period of time (more than fifteen years).
• Teams, student-athletes and coaches that have won a national champi-
onship are eligible immediately the following year after the champion-
ship.
• Any coach or administrator who served the school for twenty-five years 
or more becomes eligible immediately upon retirement.
• Former student-athletes who participated in at least one full athletic 
season and graduated with an associate’s degree from Penn State Wil-
kes-Barre.
• Former student-athletes who participated in two full athletic seasons 
and also graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree from Penn State Univer-
sity.
• Former student-athletes who participated in two full athletic seasons 
and then went on to receive their Bachelor’s Degree from another insti-
tution.
       The final selection is done after March 1st by the Wall of Fame selec-
tion committee. 
         The athletic office will notify the person(s) selected no later than two 
weeks after the vote by the selection committee. Additional information 
can be acquired through the Athletic Department and Brian Stanchak, 
Director of Athletics at bds23@psu.edu. 
       For more information, please contact Rachel Rybicki, Marketing 
Communication Specialist, at 570-675-9269 or rrybicki@psu.edu. 

Wyoming Valley Civil War Round 
table announces meeting
       The Wyoming Valley Civil War Roundtable will meet on Thursday, 
November 13, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the lower level of the Daddow-Isaacs 
American Legion, 730 Memorial Highway, Dallas.
        “The Gettysburg Story”  film dramatically tells the history of the 
greatest battle fought in the Western Hemisphere. The stories of characters 
who experienced the battle come alive through the dynamic, innovative 
imagery that captures the historic battleground, and directed by Jake Boritt, 
acclaimed documentary filmmaker.  Over the last 150 years, the Battle of 
Gettysburg has become the stuff of legend, told and retold using contempo-
rary technologies of each generation: from glass plate negatives to woodcut 
prints, black and white silent films, bestselling novels and TV miniseries.
        Now, using cutting edge technologies--including aerial drone cinema-
tography, the story of Gettysburg comes alive for the latest generation in a 
new way.  Come See!  Everyone is welcome.  Wyoming Valley Civil War 
Roundtable is accepting new members for the year or a three dollar dona-
tion per meeting for non-members.  Call John at 570 675-8936.

Winter Parking 
in Dallas Twp.
         Except in locations whereby 
ordinance prohibitations against 
vehicular parking are more re-
strictive, vehicular parking on 
Township roads is prohibited dur-
ing the period from November 1 
through and including April 30, 
between the hours of 6:00PM and 
6:00 AM. 
    Violators shall be subjected to 
a fine of $15.00 for the first of-
fense and $25.00 for the second 
offense.

Meadows to offer free memory screening
        The Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center will be offer-
ing free, confidential memory screenings on  Tuesday, November 18th 
from 9am to 4:30 pm. National Memory Screening Day is an initiative 
of the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America.
          Call (570) 675-8600 or visit the Meadows Nursing & Rehabilita-
tion Center at 4 East Center Hill Road, Dallas to register. 



     Heather H. Ruseskas, 
member of the Wyo-
ming Valley Chapter 
of the National Society 
of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
and Pennsylvania State 
Chairman of the Ameri-
can Indians Committee, 
was pleased to learn that 
the Pennsylvania State 
Society earned second 
place  in the nation for 
Donations to the Cheme-
wa Indian School in Sa-
lem, Oregon.
        The American Indian Committee raised money by selling fascinators, 
vintage gloves, fans, and evening bags at State Conference in Pittsburgh  
and Fall Meeting in Harrisburg. 
      The National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
is open to  any woman 18 years of older, regardless of race, religion, or 
ethnic background,  who can prove lineal descent from a patriot of the 
American Revolution. For more information, please contact Regent Ra-
gan Blidner at ragan@epix.net.
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Gate of Heaven announces Gingerbread House Contest
      Gate of Heaven Church, 40 Machell 
Ave, Dallas is holding a Gingerbread 
House Contest. Create your own Gin-
gerbread House at home and bring it 
to the church to be judged.  Rules and 
entry forms are available at the Church 
Office.  No entry fee.  
     In addition to the Gingerbread House 
Contest everyone is invited to the Christ-
mas Festival on Sunday, December 7 
from 12:30pm – 3:30pm. The event will 
include:  Public Judging of Gingerbread 
Houses, Mr. & Mrs. Claus, Youth Choir 
& Hand Bells, Cookie Decorating, 
Crafts, Life-Size Gingerbread Houses, 
Dress-Up Nativity, Homemade Soup, 
Wimpies, and Beverages. 
   Admission fee $2.00 (2 & under free). 
For more information call the Gate of 
Heaven Office at 675-2121 from 8am 
– 3pm. Above photo is of  the Life-Size Gingerbread House with Ryan 

Michaels, Jillian Selner, and Melanie Selner (inside the house).

State American Indian Committee 
Wins National Award
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Alzheimer’s 
Support Group 
meets monthly     The Meadows Nursing & 
Rehabilitation Center hosts an 
Alzheimer’s Support Group on 
the first Thursday of each month 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Meadows 
board room. This support group 
benefits caregivers by providing 
the opportunity to address their 
concerns and learn about the new-
est developments in the treatment 
of this disease.
   For more information, call (570) 
675-8600, extension 115 or 195.

of school for the holidays and miss 
receiving some of their meals at 
school.  
          Any individuals or groups 
wishing to conduct a food drive 
during  November and  Decem-
berto help with the food needed 
for the season are encouraged to 
schedule delivery to the food pan-
try as soon as possible.  
  Please call 570-696-2917 to 
schedule food drives and delivery 
dates so that volunteers can be on 
hand to receive, sort and organize 
the food.  All food items should 
carry current dates to ensure their 
quality and nutritional value.  
   The food pantry is located in 
the lower level of the Trucksville 
United Methodist Church Admin-
istration Building.
     Monetary donations for the food 
pantry holiday project may be sent 
to: Back Mountain Food Pantry, 
c/o Trucksville United Method-
ist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, 
Trucksville, PA  18708.  Checks 
should be made payable to the 
Back Mountain Food Pantry.
     Smaller amounts of donated 
food from individuals may be 
dropped off at Cook’s Pharmacy, 
Rt. 309, Shavertown; Hilbert’s 
Tractor Store, Rt. 415, Dallas; and 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, off Rt. 
118, Dallas, during their regular 
hours of operation.
      Suggested nonperishable food 
items needed during November 
and December are: cranberry 
sauce, stuffing mix, boxed dried 
potato mix, canned sweet pota-
toes, canned gravy, canned fruits 
and vegetables, macaroni and 
cheese, rice, pasta, canned evapo-
rated milk, hot chocolate mix, tea, 
canned hams, tuna fish, peanut 
butter, jelly, Jell-0, pudding mix, 
cake mixes, canned frosting, ce-
real, juice and soup.  
      The Board of Directors of 
the Back Mountain Food Pantry 
wishes to thank everyone for their 
support throughout the holidays 
and all year long.  The food pantry 
and the service it provides would 
not be possible without the gener-
ous support of the residents of our 
Back Mountain community.

Help is needed at the Back Mountain 
Food Pantry
     Help from the public is needed 
to restock the shelves at the Back 
Mountain Food Pantry.  Demand 
for food is up substantially during 
this holiday time of the year, and 
supplies are down due to summer 
vacations and family travel.  
   It is expected that about 200 
Thanksgiving food orders will be 
distributed to registered clients just 
in time for the holiday.  And as tem-
peratures begin to fall, as we head 
into the winter season, families and 
the elderly will have the dilemma 
of food vs. fuel, or food  vs. medi-
cations.   Also children will be out

News from the 
Back Mountain 
Memorial Library
       The Back Mountain Memo-
rial Library is pleased to announce 
the return of one of its most pop-
ular programs!  Save the date 
for...”Reading with the Penguins”!
       This program will be held in 
the Children’s Room on Tuesday, 
November 11 at 6 p.m.  A favor-
ite Penguins player will read while 
Tux has fun with the children act-
ing out the stories.  Bring your 
memorabilia to be signed. Call the 
library to pre-register, as space is 
limited.  Open to all ages.
     The Friends of the Back Moun-
tain Memorial Library welcome 
you to Leggio’s Italian Restaurante 
on Tuesday, November 4, from 5 
to 8 pm.  A percentage of the to-
tal sales (bar not included) taken 
in during that time, including eat-
in, take out and gift certificates 
purchased, will be donated to the 
library.  Look for the library dis-
play at the front of the restaurant 
and register to win a Leggio’s Gift 
Card as our thanks for your atten-
dance and support.
      The third film in the Quilting 
Series will be shown on Thursday, 
November 13 at 1:30 p.m. in the li-
brary.   This film series on Quilting 
highlights its history, culture and 
the politics of quilting.  Attendees 
may bring a quilt to show.  Please 
call the library at 570-675-1182 to 
pre-register.
      The Back Mountain Memorial 
Library’s annual Amnesty Week 
will be held November 17 to No-
vember to November 22.  Fines for 
any overdue materials returned to 
the library during this week, will 
be waived.  Fines for any previ-
ously existing fines, however, will 
still remain in effect.
     Reminder to Parents:  There 
are still openings for the 3 to 5 
year old’s Fall Story Hours.  These 
groups meet either on Wednesday 
or Thursday mornings from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m.  Please call the li-
brary for more information.
    The Library will be closed on 
Thursday, November 27 to cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving Day.  It will 
re-open on Friday, November 28 
with regular hours.

Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving 
Service date set
      The Back Mountain Minis-
terium, comprised of a group of 
churches in the Back Mountain 
community, will sponsor their an-
nual Thanksgiving Service at 4:00 
p.m. on Sunday, November 23.  
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 105 
Irem Road, Dallas will host the ec-
umenical interfaith service which 
is open to the public.  A combined 
community choir will meet at the 
church at 3:00 p.m. for rehearsal.  
       Worshipers are asked to donate 
nonperishable food which will be 
received and dedicated during the 
service to benefit the Back Moun-
tain Food Pantry, a nonprofit or-
ganization that provides food for 
families in need.  An offering will 
be taken to support the ministry of 
the Back Mountain Ministerium.  
There will be a time for fellowship 
and light refreshments after the 
service.  

Dallas High 
School Class of 
‘65 50th reunion 
planning meeting
       The 50th reunion planning 
committee will meet 6 pm on 
Thursday, November 6th, at To-
masino’s Original Pizza, Dallas 
Shopping Center. All classmates 
are invited to attend. 
       If you are a classmate and have 
not received your reservation and 
survey package please call Diana 
Pickett Berry at 570-675-0167. 
      Volunteers are needed for a 
variety of planning tasks: desk-
top publishing, decorations, and 
program ideas. Reunion activities 
will include: a casual dinner on 
Friday evening, July 24th, 2015 
at Appletree Terrace, a tour of the 
new high school building on Sat-
urday, July 25th, 2015 followed 
by lunch at the Grotto at Harvey’s 
Lake.
       The planning committee can be 
reached by email at DallasHS65@
frontier.com, call Harry Sweppen-
heiser at 570-836-2299 or Diana 
Pickett Berry at 570-675-0167.
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Frontier to Host Free 
Document Shredding Event 
for the General Public
    Frontier Communications [NASDAQ: FTR] will 
host a free document shredding event, open to the 
general public, in Frontier’s company parking lot on 
Route 309 North in Dallas on Friday, November 7, 
9:00 a.m. to Noon.
      Frontier customers and the general public will have 
the opportunity to shred their confidential documents, 
compliments of Frontier Communications. Individu-
als may bring up to four boxes/bags of “shred-able” 
material (e.g., old bills, financial statements, etc.) 
     Frontier’s Values include a commitment to ‘Use 
resources wisely,’” said Wayne Devine, Local Man-
ager, Frontier Communications. “That value trans-
lates into actions that are good for the earth and good 
for business. As an advocate for conserving energy, 
reducing waste, recycling and ‘going green,’ Frontier 
Communications is happy to make this document-
shredding event available to the public.”

Dinner and Bake Sale
Announced
        Baked Meat Loaf Dinner / Bake Sale at the 
Loyalville United Methodist Church on  Saturday, 
November 8, 2014. Serving 4:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.     
      Come and Enjoy Homemade Food & Great Fel-
lowship!   Adults - $9 / Children under 12 - $3.50.
   Takeouts available - call ahead. You may also leave 
a message with your name and  phone no. / # of din-
ners / pickup time at 570-477-3521.
   Next Hoagie Sale - December 9th, and the cost is $5 
each.  Christmas Dinner - Free  on December 25th at 
noon. Come and enjoy baked ham or baked turkey.           

Dallas Eastern Star Building 
Association plans craft show
      Dallas Eastern Star Building Association is plan-
ning their Holiday Craft & Gift Sale on Saturday, 
November 22 from 9 am - 3 pm at 15 Foster Street, 
Dallas,  (behind CVS Drugstore).
      “You may find a real treasure”. Eastern Star mem-
bers will be serving lunch and will be selling “Our 
Famous Welsh Cookies” which freeze well. Come 
out & enjoy doing some shopping & enjoy lunch with 
a friend. For vendor information call: Dianne Corby 
570-675-4893.

Above in photo are: Dominic Augustine, a junior at Dallas Senior 
High School, was among the participants at the Media Immersion 
Day held recently at Misericordia University. Augustine, shown cen-
ter, is flanked by Misericordia University student volunteers Taryn 
Talacka, Dallas, left, and Christa Porasky, Falls, right. 
The Misericordia University Department of Communications host-
ed 170 high school students at the annual Media Immersion Day on 
campus. The program was designed for high school students inter-
ested in learning about and gaining hands-on experience in graphic 
design, video production and editing, and journalism. 
The free workshop enabled the aspiring mass communications pro-
fessionals to work with and hear from alumni of Misericordia Uni-
versity who are seasoned communications and media relations pro-
fessionals in northeastern Pennsylvania, and from professors in the 
Department of Communications. They participated in four hands-on 
workshops, including photojournalism, graphic design, newspaper 
writing, and video production. They had the opportunity to practice 
with a studio camera in the Misericordia University television studio, 
and meet with the staff of the Highlander student newspaper. 

      Bernard “Buz” and 
Karen Boback recently 
celebrated their 40th 
wedding anniversary. 
They were married 
September 7th, 1974 at 
Gate of Heaven Church, 
Dallas, PA. 
  Monsignor Thomas 
Jordan officiated. Don-
na Passarella Kaskus 
served as her sister’s 
Maid-of-Honor. Rick 
Boback was Best Man.
     Karen is the daughter 
of the late Michael and 
Irene Passarella. Buz is the son of Bernard and the late Nancy Boback.  
The Bobacks reside at Harveys Lake.  They are the parents of Karen Bo-
back Kriegel and Dr. Bernard Boback.

Bobacks Celebrate Fortieth Wedding 
Anniversary

Misericordia University Department of 
Communications hosts 170 high school 
students for Media Immersion Day
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The Penn State Wilkes-Barre Women’s Volleyball team recently held their Dig Pink game to show their 
support for Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Shown above, from left are:  Brittany Acevedo, Shauntel 
Williams, Elissa Fleurisma, Jordan Chiavacci, Alison Rowski, Marissa Urban, Samantha Crossin, Kahli 
Kotulski,  and Jackie Rabender.

PENN STATE WILKES-BARRE WOMEN’S 
VOLLEYBALL TEAM RECENTLY HELD 

THEIR DIG PINK GAME
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Willy Wonka 
stirs up Lehman 
         Lake-Lehman Theatre Produc-
tion  Director, Gina Major, is ex-
cited to announce that WONKAS 
magically delicious story is com-
ing to the Lake-Lehman High 
School stage on November 15 and 
16, 2014!   There are two perfor-
mances only, Saturday night,  No-
vember 15 at 7 pm, and Sunday , 
November 16th. Tickets now on 
sale.   Call 570-901-1259 to order 
in advance for reserved seats, or 
buy general admission at the door, 
$8 for adults, $6 for youth high 
school aged or younger.
   Tickets can also be ordered via 
ginamajor@aol.com   If you have 
a group, we have a discount for 
you--but seats must be purchased 
in advance, so please use the email 
address provided above.

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

       The Harvey’s Lake Recre-
ational Committee held its annual 
Pumpkin Carving Contest on Sat-
urday, October 25 at Jonathan’s 
Restaurant at the lake. 
     “All ages could participate for 
the judging and there were prizes 
for all participants,” said Mike 
Rush, committee chairman. “We 
were sponsored by Patti Adam-
chick and Harvey’s Lake Power 
Sports and by Jonathan’s. We also 
had prizes donated for the judg-
ing.”
      Guests spent their time carv-
ing and decorating pumpkins. 
Food and beverages were served 
throughout the day. There were 
also hayrides for the children.

Harvey’s Lake Recreational Committee held its annual Pumpkin Carving Contest

Pictured with their fancily decorat-
ed pumpkins, from left, are Corinna 
Scoblick, Tammy Scoblick and Krista 
Scoblick.

Lots of different decorating ideas were shared at 
this table. From left are Matt Scoblick, Kaitlyn 
Fogarty, Jocelyn Fogarty, and Astin Sutterer.

Photo right: Carolyn Scull is pictured 
with family members, from left: grand-
daughter Ariel Scull, great-grandson PJ 
Garcia, and grandson Josiah Geritz.
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entering the contest until our cus-
tomers suggested it after they saw 
the senior portraits we took of Ka-
tie,” said Melissa. Katie had set 
up her camera on a tripod with a 
remote so she could take her own 
senior pictures. Melissa was there 
and took some photos with her 
own camera, too.
    “Katie is really the most pho-
togenic person I know. I love 
taking her picture,” said Melissa, 
who can be contacted through her 
Facebook page titled Moments by 
MJ Photography. “We will defi-
nitely be entering the contest again 
next year.”
       In the meantime, Melissa and 
Katie will be busy working togeth-
er at the Red Rooster Restaurant 
and at their various photography 
sessions.

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

       Two photographers, six photo-
graphs, and six ribbons, that’s how 
the equation worked out when two 
waitresses got together and decid-
ed to share their passion for taking 
beautiful pictures.
        “I’ve been taking pictures most 
of my life,” said Melissa Collura, 
who has a degree in Commercial 
Arts specializing in photography. 
“I do wedding photography, high 
school seniors, babies, and family 
photos. Together we do what we 
like to call unusual portraits.”
      Melissa met Katie Evans when 
she started  to waitress  at the Red

Rooster Pancake House and Fam-
ily Restaurant in Sweet Valley. 
Katie, whose aunt owns the res-
taurant, had already been working 
there for a while. 
     “We both work in the back room 
(at the restaurant), and on Sundays 
we have a great time together,” 
said Katie, a senior at Lake-Lehm-
an High School who plans to study 
photography in college. “It’s like 
one big family there. Most of our 
customers know us and they are 
very happy for us.’’
      The happiness and congratula-
tions came with the success these 
two women had at their first juried 
photography show at this year’s 
Bloomsburg Fair. Melissa and Ka-
tie each  entered three photos  and 

In this submitted photo, Katie Evans, left, and Melissa Collura dis-
play their winning photos at the Red Rooster Family Restaurant.

all six earned ribbons.
      “When I first walked in and 
saw a ribbon on one of Melissa’s 
portraits, I was so excited,” said 
Katie. “Then my boyfriend said, 
‘Come and look at this.’ When I 
saw a first place ribbon on one of 
my photos, I just started crying my 
eyes out. When I saw the other 
two, I just cried even more.” The 
pair had no idea they had won any-
thing because they thought some-
one would have called them with 
that news. They were a little disap-
pointed and therefore the surprise 
of finding ribbons on all six of their 
entries was really very special.
      “Everyone was so excited for 
us,” said Katie. “One woman, 
Mary   Hosey,   was   really  proud

of us. She is a retired teacher and 
amateur photographer who has 
given us lots of advice. She’s been 
really helpful.”
        Katie’s entries and ribbons 
were: 1st place for Beach Land-
scape for a photo from a family va-
cation at Myrtle Beach; 1st place 
for Portrait of a Person for a senior 
photo of a student from Coughlin 
High School; and Honorable Men-
tion for an Animal Portrait taken 
on a vacation to Animal Kingdom.
       Melissa earned the following 
ribbons: 2nd place for a photo of 
a fish taken at the National Aquar-
ium in Baltimore; 3rd place for a 
Black and White Portrait of her 4-
year-old son Tyler; and 4th place 
for an Animal Portrait taken at the 
Philadelphia Zoo.
  “We weren’t even thinking about

Local photographers bring home six ribbons from Bloomsburg Fair Photo Contest

Veterans Day Services Announced
    Dallas American Legion Post 672 and Harvey’s Lake American Legion 
Post 967 Honor Guard will hold a Veteran Day Service at Chapel Lawn 
Cemetery,  Rt. 415, Dallas.  The service will be November 9,  at 11am, at 
the Veteran Monument of Flags.   
        The Dallas Post Home will hold an additional service on Veterans 
Day, November 11, starting at 11:00am. The public is invited to attend both 
services. For information you can call  Post 672 Sr. Vice Cdr., John Emil, 
Sr. at 570-762-3184 or e-mail: emilsrjo@wmconnect.com.
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      The Boys Soccer Booster Club 
at Dallas High School held its an-
nual fall Craft Show on Septem-
ber 28. 
         The popular event was held 
in the common area of the high 
school where the many crafters 
displayed their wares. The pro-
ceeds from the Craft Show help 
to fund scholarships for graduat-
ing seniors as well as for general 
team needs.

Boys Soccer Booster Club at Dallas High School held  annual fall 
Craft Show

Photo right: Shopping for unique “Home Coun-
try Primitives” while at the craft show are: Lynn 
Magnotta, left, and Kathy Zawatski.

Running the cafeteria for the annual craft show, from left, are: Lisa 
Fuller, Ann Marie Francis, Shelly Maransky, Missy Scharff, Maria 
DeLuca, Leesa Macarty, and Donna Gergel.

Sara Loiselle, brought her children, from left, 
Christina, Sierra, and Sophia, to the craft show 
at Dallas High School.

Maya Buchman, left, and Andrea Walko, sold 
headbands and hair bows at the Craft Show. 
Their handmade items can also be purchased at 
www.etsy.com/shop/101giggles.

Katie Youells, whose children both played soccer 
when they attended Dallas, was on hand selling her 
handmade doll creations that are just the perfect 
size for American Girl Dolls.

Harveys Lake 
Protective
Assoc. plans fall 
dinner dance
     Harveys Lake Protective Assoc. 
plans fall dinner dance on Saturday, 
November 8, beginning at 6:00 p.m., 
located at Jonathan’s Boathouse Res-
taurant. The cost is $45 per person - 
checks payable to The Harvey’s Lake 
Protective Association. Music provid-
ed by DJNIK. Contact Robyn Jones at 
Harvlkskibum@yahoo.com or Megan 
Sgarlat Prynn at msprynn@gmail.com 
for additional information.
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From our family to yours ...

And Wishes for a Safe and Happy Holiday
Back Mountain Community News
It’s All Good News ~ Where Community Matters.

Mr. Douglas Klopp, Principal of the Lake-Lehman Jr/Sr High School has released the Home-
coming Court for 2014-2015 school year. Shown in photo above, from left are: Julia Pilch, An-
tonio Ferrari, Korri Wandel, Joshua Sayre, Alexis Oplinger, Matthew Edkins, Rachel Pilch, 
John VanScoy, Aleaha Blazick, Cory Hoyt and Anna O’Connell.  Missisng from the photo is 
Benjamin Pilch.

Lake-Lehman  Homecoming Court Lake-Lehman Marching Knights 
Win Competition

The Lake-Lehman Marching Knights competed in the Tournament of Bands Com-
petition held at Williamsport High School.  The group received a first place trophy 
with the percussion section receiving the award for High Percussion and the color 

guard receiving High Auxiliary.
     Their previous competition was 
held at Whitehall High School on 
Saturday, October 4, 2104.  The 
group received a second place 
trophy and the percussion section 
received the award for High Per-
cussion.
    Lake-Lehman Band director is 
Mr. Alex Higgins.  The Marching 
Band Staff includes Mr. Higgins, 
Brian March, Color Guard In-
struction, Chris Gerlin, Percus-
sion Instruction, Lexi Crawford, 
Pit Instruction, Kaitlyn Martin, 
Color Guard Instruction, Mike 
Nederhood, Pit Instruction, Pat-
rick Stanley, Wind Intruction and 
Kate Sochia, Wind Instruction.
    Lake-Lehman Band groups 
include Marching Band, Color 
Guard, Concert Band, Jazz Band, 
Indoor Percussion Ensemble and 
Indoor Color Guard Ensemble.  
     The Lake Lehman Band is sup-
ported by the Lake-Lehman Band 
Sponsors. Lake-Lehman Band 
Sponsor Group is a year round or-
ganization who host several fund-
raisers to support all of the Lake-
Lehman Band Programs. 
      The Lake-Lehman Band Stu-
dents invite all to attend their next 
fundraiser which is the Fall Craft 
Show on November  22, 2014 
at the Lake Lehman Jr/Sr High 
School.  For more information on 
the Lake Lehman Band Sponsors 
activities please visit  www.lake-
lehmanbandsponsors.com.

Photo by Christin Snyder



Community News • November 2014 • Page 14

By Don Berlew
Dallas Lions Club
Back Mountain Community 
News Contributor
       
  About five years ago while 
traveling around Pennsylvania 
with my wife, I drove through a 
few communities that were pay-
ing tribute to their local service 
veterans with banners on street 
light posts throughout their town; 
towns like Towanda, Lock Haven 
and the city of Harrisburg.  As a 
new member of the Dallas Lions 
Club I suggested that we should 
look into doing something like 
this for the Back Mountain.  I 
quickly realized that when you 
come up with an idea for a project 
you immediately become chair-
man of the project.  The commu-
nities that I had seen the banners 
had long stretches of flat streets.  
In the Back Mountain we have 
hilly streets.  If we were going 
to go with the project we would 
need to use the utility poles.  Us-
ing the utility pole would require 
that the banners would need to be 
higher than the banners hung in 
the communities where I first saw 
banners. 
         Our banners would have to 
be 14 feet from the ground and the 
size of the banners would have to 
be 30”x60”.  In order to proceed 
with the banner project the Dallas 
Lions needed help.
       First we needed the approval 
from the Dallas Borough Coun-
sel, with the help of Borough 
Manager, Tracy Carr and Mayor, 
Tim Carroll.  Next we needed a 
way to put up the banners and 
take the banners down.  This proj-
ect would not have been possible

without the commitment made 
by Frontier Communications to 
hang up and remove the banners.  
Wayne Devine and his crew at 
Frontier Communications have 
supported our project from day 
one.  The Dallas Lions Home-
town Hero project was on its way 
to becoming a reality.
    The Dallas Lions Club mem-
bership agreed from the begin-
ning that this would not be a fund 
raiser for the club and we would 
not make a penny from the proj-
ect.  We reached out to the public 
for sponsorships for the banners 
from families, friends, neighbors 
and local businesses and organi-
zations.  
    Sponsorship for each banner 
would be $200 with each banner 
costing $110 and $90 for fixtures, 
rods, attachments, etc.  If there 
was any income after expenses 
the  Dallas  Lions  Club  donated 

the money  to the 1st. Lieutenant 
Michael J. Cleary Fund.  Over the 
last 4 years we have been able to 
contribute over $1500 to the fund 
which helps returning veterans 
with both physical and mental 
difficulties.
      Our Dallas Lions Club mem-
bers did a nice job in getting the 
word out about the Hometown 
Hero Project.  We received imme-
diate help from Lisa Pretko and 
the Community News, publish-
ing our project and coverage from 
other local publications as well.  
My right hand man for this proj-
ect has been Lion Joe Canfield, a 
veteran of Korea.  Joe has put in 
countless hours cropping photos 
and researching the military back-
ground of all the past veterans and 
those currently serving. 
    This project was to be a one 
year event with banners going 
up on Memorial Day and run-
ning through the summer and 
taken down after Veteran’s Day.  
The banners would be returned 
to the sponsors at the end of the 
year. However, after the first year 
and years after, we heard from 
people, who  after seeing the ban-
ners throughout Dallas, wanted to 
sponsor a veteran.  We are now in 
our fourth year.  In 2011 twenty 
seven banners were on display.  
This year 100 banners are on dis-
play throughout the borough.      
      This project has been a real 
education for me, about some 
of the people from our area who 
have given so much to protect our 
freedom and our way of life.  Vet-
erans, both past and present, who 
have served in every branch of the 
military.
     My motivation for this project

was to honor our hometown he-
roes, but I would have to say I was 
also moved to start this tribute be-
cause of the tragic loss of one of 
our hometown heroes in Iraq in 
2005.  1st Lieutenant Michael J. 
C l e a r y 
w a s 
killed in 
a c t i o n 
on De-
cember 
20, 2005 
while as-
s i g n e d 
to the 
U . S 
Army’s 
3rd infantry division.  The loss 
of Michael shook the Dallas area.  
My wife and I were planning to 
attend Michael’s wedding to the 
daughter of good friends of ours, 
Allan and Barbara Roberts.  Mi-
chael and Erin were to be married 
shortly after Michael returned 
from Iraq.  At the time I only 
knew Michael from sports teams 
at Dallas High School.  Michael 
was one of the most well liked 
classmate and teammate.  I did not 
know Michael’s parents, Jack and 
Marianne Cleary, well at the time, 
however since then it has been 
my honor to know Jack and Mari-
anne and their remarkable fam-
ily.  Demonstrating courage and 
strength during this difficult time, 
the Cleary family began a fund in 
Michael’s name to help returning 
veterans.
      Because of  this project I 
learned a great deal about some of 
our veterans from our area.  Vet-
erans that should not be forgotten. 
Many of these veterans came from 
what Tom Brokaw refers to  as

the “greatest generation.”
        Frederick “Ted” Loveland 
served with the  U.S.Army during 
WWII.  At age 27 he was killed 
in action in France while serving 
with an infantry regiment.  

      Ted’s brother, Corporal Ray-
mond Loveland, who  also served 
in the U.S. Army in WWII, was 
killed at the age of 20.  Two trag-
edies in several months for the 
Loveland family.
      In 1945, T.Sgt. Charles Ray-
mond Billing was assigned to 
the Engineering Group in the 6th 
Army.
Their  
goal
was to
take
back the
Philipines
from the
Japanese. 

Remember Veterans Day - November 11, 2014



  First 
Lt. Ke-
ats Poad 
served 
dur ing 
W W I I 
as a 
naviga-
tor on 
L o n g 
R a n g e 
Bombers in the U.S. Army Air 
Force. He was killed in action on 
March 3, 1942 in Broom, Austra-
lia and is believed to be the first 
Back Mountain soldier killed in 
WWII.
     In addition to these WWII sol-
diers from the Back Mountain, 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice 
for their country, we had so many 
more veterans from our area that  
served in Europe and in the Pacific 
during WWII.  Places like North 
Africa, Sicily, the Rhineland, Bel-
gium (Battle of the Bulge), the 
Philippines, Pearl harbor and Iwo 
Jima.
     We had veterans on our Home-
town Hero banners who served in 
W W I I , 
K o r e a , 
V i e t -
n a m , 
Iraq  and 
Afghan-
i s t a n .  
Ve t e r -
ans like 
S t a f f 
Sgt. Jo-
seph J. 
Chisko, Jr., who served with  the
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Sgt. Billings was 34 when he was 
killed in action during the assault 
on Luzon.  Sgt. Harry S. Smith 
served 1942-1945 in the U.S. 
Army and was assigned to the 
35th Infantry Division in George 
Patton’s Third Army.  He was 
killed in action January 15, 1945 
and was a recipient of the Purple 
Heart Medal.
      Second Lt. James B. Davies 
II was a 
bombar-
dier in 
WWII on 
the B24 
“ H a p -
py Go 
Lucky”, 
assigned 
to the 
7 0 5 t h 
Bomber 
S q u a d -
ron Group.  On August 25, 1944 
the “Happy Go Lucky” was shot 
down during a bombing mission 
over Germany.  Davies was listed 
as missing in action later changed 
to killed in action. 
         Master Sgt. Joseph Donini 
was killed in action on April 6, 
1 9 4 5 
w h i l e 
s e r v -
ing with 
the U.S. 
Army Air 
F o r c e , 
544 Bom-
bardment 
S q u a d -
ron, 8th Air Corps (Mighty 8th).

U.S. Army’s 75th Infantry Divi-
sion, Cambodia,  and gave his life 
for his country, June 9, 1970.
     Veteran Richard M. Cum-
mings, U.S. Army assigned to 
the 4th 
Infantry 
D i v i -
sion in 
Vietnam 
and was 
killed in 
a c t i o n 
J a n u -
ary 13, 
1 9 6 7 .  
Richard 
was the first Back Mountain sol-
dier to lose his life in Vietnam.
      Some of the research we did 
on the service records of Sgt. Jack 
Evans was remarkable.  

Sgt. Evans was assigned to C 
Company 502 Parachute Infantry 
of the 101st Airborne Division 
during WWII.  He was one of 
just three men to survive out of 
his original company of 89 sol-
diers.  He fought in two invasions 
and four major campaigns and 
was awarded the Bronze Star and 
a Purple Heart with one cluster.
      I was lucky to have some en-
counters with some of the veter-
ans on our banners.  I was thrilled 
to be able to work with Paul 
Fiske’s family in 2012 to surprise 
Mr. Fiske with his banner at the 
Dallas        American       Legion. 

Sargent Paul Fiske served with 
the U.S. Army during WWII.  He 
participated in the Battle of Hurt-
gen and the Battle of the Bulge.  
He was awarded two Purple Heart 
Medals.  Paul enjoyed seeing his 
banner and I was told that Paul 
was quite a character.  He was 92 
years old at the time. Unfortunate-
ly Paul passed away the following 
year.
     

    
      I recall sitting at Ed Shilan-
ski’s kitchen table with all of his 
medals and photos from WWII 
laid out on the table.  Boatswain 
Mate Petty Officer Third Class Ed 
Shilanski served (1943-1946) in 
the U.S. Navy.  He was assigned to 
the aircraft carrier USS Langley.  
The ship received 9 battle stars 
for WWII service.  Ed showed me 
one of the most remarkable pho-
tos I’ve ever seen,  Ed standing on 
the deck of the Langley and in the 
background was a Japanese Ka-
mikaze plane just ready to crash 
into the ship.
    I received a call earlier this year 
from   Todd   Buckley   who   was

president of the Dallas Rotary at 
the time.  Todd said that the Ro-
tary wanted to sponsor a Dallas 
Lions Hometown Hero banner.  
I asked if they had a veteran in 
mind.  He said that was my call, 
and I asked if they did not mind, 
I’d like to place a banner of a 
childhood friend who lived across 
the street from me at the end of 
Ridge Street in Shavertown.  
      Freddy Keiper and I played 
on the same Little League team.  
Freddy played shortstop and was 
the smallest player on the team.  
Little League was fun but a little 
structured.  Freddy and I loved to 
play a game on an open lot at the 
bottom of Ridge Street.  A broom 
handle  and a couple of small, 
compact red rubber balls.  You 
threw as hard as you could using 
a chain link fence as a backdrop.  
It was almost impossible to hit 
the ball.  If you made any con-
tact we called it a hit.  But every 
once in awhile, if you timed it just 
right and you could feel it in your 
arms, you made perfect contact  
and watched the ball fly high over 
the trees, deep into the woods.  
For a moment you were Mickey 
Mantle and you took a long time 
circling the bases.  We played for 
hours and I remember the joy on 
Freddy’s face when he made that 
perfect swing and hit.

       Shortly after the Little League 
season was over Freddy’s fam-
ily moved away, and as the years 
went on, we lost contact with each 
other. 
      Years later, not long after I grad-
uated  from Dallas High School, 
I read a small article in our local 
paper that a former area resident, 
E4 Spc. George Frederick Keiper, 
was killed in a helicopter crash in 
Vietnam, September 15, 1968. 

Continued on next page.
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HONORING OUR HEROES - continued from previous page.
      The first thing I remembered about Freddy was the joy on his face 
when he made that perfect swing.  Freddy was 19 years old at the time 
of his death.  Several years ago on a trip to Washington, D.C.,  I found 
my stick ball buddy’s name on the Viet Nam Wall Memorial.
        It would be wonderful if we could avoid all wars, but unfortunately 
there are so many hot spots around the world.  In addition to Iraq and 
Afghanistan, just north of the 38th parallel those who would rather 
build a war machine than help his people to a better life.
    Our on-going war on terrorism recently got even harder with the 
addition of the murderous, barbaric, cowardly evil called Isis.  This is 
why we must maintain the most prepared, most technical advanced, 
most well equipped military in the world.  Our men and women in 
the military should have our full support, not only while they serve, 
but when they return, with the best medical care, education, housing 
and job opportunities.  Reports which came out a year or so ago about 
the conditions of veteran’s hospital should be regarded as a national 
embarrassment.
      We hope the Dallas Lions Hometown Heroes Project has reminded 
many in our area of the many local veterans who have served both past 
and present.  Some of these veterans, who people in our area may never 
have been aware of, should not be forgotten.  
       Thanks to my fellow Lions Club members for their help in this 
project; a special thanks to Frontier Communications for their support 
over the last 4 years; and thanks to all the families, friends, neighbors, 
local businesses and organizations who have sponsored Hometown 
Hero banners.  And of course, thanks to all the men and women from 
our area who have served, both past and present.  We owe them so 
much.  God Bless America. 

Above are some of the Dallas Lions Club members that worked to make the banner program a success.  
Front row left to right  are:  Jeffrey Miller,  Joe Czarnecki,  Frank Rollman, and Robert Shaffer. Standing 
behind are: Ed Hann, Larry Spaciano, David Spring, Don Berlew,  Jack Williams and Bob Popielarz. 
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The Lake-Lehman Band Sponsors Annual Fall and Holiday Craft Show will take place from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 22nd, 2014 at the Lake-Lehman Jr./Sr. High School.
Just in time for celebrating Thanksgiving and Christmas, up to 100 crafters will be on site offering holiday 
gift items and home decor. A wide variety of vendors will sell wreaths, wood crafts, hand crafted beaded 
& silver jewelry, candles, soaps and lotions, candy and fudge, doll clothes, quilted and crocheted pieces, 
pet related gift items, purses, photography, pottery, holiday ceramics, apparel / sewn items, folk art, hand 
painted items and more! Our Cafeteria will be open to serve you all day with delicious lunch items and 
homemade baked goods. Admission is free and all proceeds benefit the Lake-Lehman Jr./Sr. High School 
Band Programs. For more information  Call  570-256-3396, email to bandcraftshow@gmail.com or you 
can find out more at http://www.lakelehmanbandsponsors.com/craft-shows. Photo above by Christin Sny-
der.  Senior members of the Lake-Lehman Marching Knights from left to right are:  Jess Geiger, John 
Hospodar, Jasmine Moku, Lauren MacMullen, Nicole Lockard, Carolyn Price, Brittney Mahoney, Jared 
Kepnar, and Lila Szabo.

LAKE-LEHMAN BAND SPONSORS ANNUAL 
FALL AND HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW

Craft Fair Fundraiser announced
     On November 22 from 10:00 am – 5:00 pm, the Fellowship Church 
Youth Ministry will be hosting their 2nd annual Holiday Craft Fair to 
support students attending Student Life Missions Camp next summer. 
      Visitors will be able to shop from a variety of handcrafted items like 
jewelry, woodworking, decorations, and baked goods. Vendors from 
Scentsy and Pampered Chef will also be present. A portion of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the students attending camp. 
    Fellowship Church is located at 45 Hildebrandt Road in Dallas. For 
more information, visit fellowshipefc.org.
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community News Correspondent

       A very happy group of senior citizens meets together in Dallas two 
days a week for some exercise and lots of laughs. They start with an early 
morning yoga class at Big Bear Fitness.
      “They are amazing,” said instructor Michelle Reilly. “They have so 
much fun. They tell me they are going to the club and that they don’t even 
need the beer.” 
       The “club” is the Dallas Senior Center which is located in the Twin 
Stacks Building just around the corner from the gym. There, they play 
shuffleboard before returning to take Michelle’s Silver Sneakers Range 
of Motion class. 
      “We play shuffleboard, but if Carol (Hayer) is with us we only get to 
play two games,” teased Jim Reese, who has trophies from playing shuf-
fleboard in a senior center travel league. “It was a pretty serious league 
but this is all fun, now.”
       The Dallas Senior Center has a very active program for local se-
nior citizens. There are groups that meet there for 
card games and just to visit with friends. The center 
also has health screenings, including blood pressure 
checks and flu shots. Lunch is available for a nomi-
nal fee as long as you call a day ahead. 
        “They have guest speakers come in, too,” said 
Pat Dent. “They had a speaker on Identity Theft and 
one on fraud.” There is a calendar of events posted 
on the wall at the Senior Center.
      “I’ve been exercising for years, so this is great,” 
said Heni Grosdidier, who also takes a spin class 
and cardiac health class at Big Bear. “My daughter 
Bernadette Martin and her daughters Amanda and 
Chelsea also exercise there.”
        For more information about the Dallas Senior 
Center contact Nancy Restaino at 570-675-2179.

Laughter and exercise - the key to feeling great for active seniors

Getting ready to leave Big Bear Fitness to play shuffleboard at the Dallas Senior Center, 
from left, are: Carol Hayer, Carol Donlin, Ginny Orlowski, Pat Dent, Marilyn Johnson, 
Heni Grosdidier, and Jim Reese.

David Jenkins and Ginny Orlowski 
enjoy playing shuffleboard at the 
Dallas Senior Center.
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Chiropractic Is For Seniors Too
The use of chiropractic care is skyrocketing among older 
adults. Why? Studies show chiropractic helps with issues that 
are common for seniors, such as chronic pain, osteoarthritis, 
posture and balance.
Unrelenting pain can be a devastating problem for older 
adults, as it can lead to further impairment, such as depression 
and cognitive decline. Fortunately, chiropractic care is a  tried 
and true method for slashing pain caused by a common spinal 
disorder called vertebral subluxation. 
Vertebral subluxation is a condition that arises from mis-
aligned vertebrae (spinal bones) and can limit mobility and 
range of motion. Doctors of chiropractic use precise and spe-
cialized maneuvers, called chiropractic adjustments, to cor-
rect vertebral subluxations, thereby eliminating pain.
In addition, chiropractic care helps reduce osteoarthritis symp-
toms, correct posture and increse mobility. As the spine gains 
more flexibility and mobility, risks for falling decrease.
Learn more about chiropractic care that helps seniors with ev-
erything from everyday aches and pain to chronic issues. Drs. 
Klein use a Soft Touch technique without the twisting, crack-
ing or popping of the spinal joints. Drs. Klein and Spencer are 
currently accepting new patients, to make an appointment call 
(570) 675-3833. It’s not true to say everything possible is 
being done, unless chiropractic is included!!

WELLNESS COLUMN
Presented by: Roberta Klein, LDN, D.C. 

Nathanael Klein, Albert Klein, D.C.
and Ross Spencer, D.C.

KLEIN CHIROPRACTIC

      Several members of the Miseri-
cordia University Honors Program 
recently participated in a Day of 
Service at the Dorothy Day Catholic 
Worker Farm in Harveys Lake, Pa.
        Misericordia University students 
and faculty who volunteered were 
divided into two shifts to work on 
the self-sustaining, organic farm that 
provides produce to people in need in 
the region. Misericordia volunteers 
harvested beans (pinto and black 
beans), split wood and also tended 
to the animals on the farm. For their 
efforts, the farm donated two burlap 
bags of beans, about 10 pounds of 
green peppers, and 20 pounds of red 
cabbage for the Catherine McAuley 
Center in Scranton, Pa.
         The University Honors program 
requires students to participate in 
honors sections of their core courses, 
participate in Honors Exploration 
Seminars, complete an Honors Cap-
stone project and achieve a grade 
point average above 3.25.

Misericordia Honors Program students participate in a Day of Service

Several members of the Misericordia University Honors Program volunteered at the Dorothy Day Cath-
olic Worker Farm in Harveys Lake. Participating in the volunteer effort, from left, are Eric Lipscomb, 
bee keeper; Paul Fetzer, instructor, Department of History and Government, Misericordia University; 
Scott Blanchard, Ph.D., director, Misericordia University Honors Program; Larry Chapp, manager, 
Dorothy Day Catholic Worker Farm; and Misericordia University students Anna Parsons, Westminster, 
Md., and Christine Zopf, Northampton, Pa.

Franklin Fire 
Company to host 
Toy Bingo
        The Franklin Twp. Volunteer 
Fire Co. will again be holding a toy 
bingo at their Fire Hall on Satur-
day November 15th, 2014.  The 
event begins at 2pm and admis-
sion is just $5.00 with each book 
being $15.00. There will also be 
“Specials” that can be purchased 
separately. 
     We will have homemade foods 
available for purchase as well as 
free coffee for all.  Please consider 
coming out to support your local 
Volunteers, and at $20.00 for all 
day, you can’t go wrong!  The Fire 
Hall is located at 329 Orange Rd., 
which is an extension of 8th St.  
Toys already collected include bi-
cycle helmets, Webkins and items 
from the movie “Frozen.” 
     Your advance reservation is 
appreciated, but not necessary.  
Please call (570) 333-4124 or 
(570) 706-0302.  
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The Altar and Rosary Society of Gate of Heaven Church, Dallas, recently held its annual Birthday Tea.  
Nearly 200 guests attended the event.  Tables were decorated for a different month of the year and a 
birthday table.   This year’s table themes were:  Hearts & Flowers, Love Will Keep Us Together, May Is 
Mary’s Month, Welcome to the Carnival, Game Day,  4th of July Celebrating our Most Precious Free-
dom of Religion, Autumn Days, Happy Thanksgiving, O Holy Night, and Happy Birthday.  
Reverend Daniel A. Toomey started the afternoon with a blessing.  Altar and Rosary President Renee 
Benedetti welcomed the crowd and introduced the entertainment, The Joan Harris Center for Gifted 
and Talented Children Singers and Dancers.  Following the entertainment refreshments were served 
and a raffle and door prizes were awarded.  Chairwomen for the event were Renee Benedetti, Sharon 
Lumbis, Marianne Cogan, Dolly Hoffman, Linda Traver and Kathy Murray. In photo above, first row 
from left are: Pat Manorek, Rose Schmid, Sarah Strazdus, Marigrace Huntington, Renee Benedetti, 
Grace Aiello, Sunny Cesarini, Rev. Daniel A. Toomey. Second row: Sharon Lumbis, Marianne Cogan, 
Linda Traver, Kathy Selner, Marion Blessner, Amy Huntington. Third row:  Barbara Michaels, Tricia 
Strazdus, Ruth Hartzel, Barbara Strazdus. Fourth row:  MaryAnn Roberts, Valerie Aiello, Angie Mur-
ray, Maria Walp,  and Ann Marie Gries.

ALTAR, ROSARY SOCIETY ANNUAL BIRTHDAY TEA



Community News • November 2014 • Page 21

Some of the volunteers on hand to judge cars for the 
Economic Club Car Show, from left, are Justin Kele-
men, Jan Gerrity, Vaughn Kazokas, Pat Kelemen, 
and Steven Henritzy.

Dallas High School Economic Club recently held Car Show
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

     Members of the Dallas High 
School Economic Club held a car 
show on September 28. Over 100 
cars were entered in this year’s 
show and the beautiful weather 
encouraged a large number of 
people to visit and browse through 
the gleaming entries. Economic Club members Tyler Kerkowski, left, and Devin Michalec 

directed entries and visitors to the high school parking lot.

Members of the DHS Economics Club helped out throughout the car 
show. From left, are: Justyn Cave, Brendan Baloh, Tony Pace, Romy 
Morsy, and Connor Koscelansky.

Emily and Jacob Banta attended the car show 
with their father Russ who displayed his bright 
red 1990 IROC Camaro convertible.

Kevin and Kim Kochanski named their two cars for 
their daughters who are pictured with the cars. The 
’72 Cheville SS is named for Kaitlyn, left, and the 
2010 Camaro sports Kara’s name.

Taking advantage of the fundraising opportunity 
to sell snacks on the day of the Economics Club 
Car Show are members of the Theater Club and 
the Peer Helpers at Dallas High School. Seated 
from left, are Rachel Kon, Anastasia Baney, Vic-
toria Vespico and Griffin Stone. Standing are 
Carley Perloff, Krista Vivian, Kaitlyn Yakus, and 
Sara Schwartz.
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Is Your Financial Advisor for “Real”?
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., 
CEO of MF Advisers, Inc.
        I believe I should start off by educating 
those who are already using a financial “ad-
visor” (using that term loosely here) and/or 
considering using a financial “advisor” for 
the first time.  Do you know the main dif-
ferences between those individuals known as 
stockbrokers, financial advisors, investment 
advisors, financial consultants, independent 
RIAs, etc.?  I’m guessing many readers would say no – so here’s the main 
questions to ask (a bit of knowledge goes a LONG way) to find a REAL 
financial advisor:
• Would you rather have your financial advisor be legally obligated to al-
ways have your best financial interests in mind, or just do what is con-
sidered to be least acceptable (aka “suitable”) for your financial situation 
(definitions will follow)?
• Would you rather pay commissions to your financial “advisor” (and won-
der if those calls to make portfolio changes are helping you more or are 
boosting your advisor’s monthly production numbers), or pay a fee (%-
based on the investments managed for you), a retainer, and/or an hourly 
fee so there is less potential conflicts of interest as to what your advisor 
recommends you do with your money?
         Those are the ONLY 2 questions you really need to ask your “advi-
sor” – if the “advisor” is NOT a fiduciary (legally obligated to do what is in 
your best interests), you don’t even need to ask the second question…find 
a financial advisor who is a fiduciary.  The fiduciary term CAN apply to fi-
nancial advisors, investment advisors, IARs, CFPs, etc., so be sure to ask if 
they are ALWAYS acting as a fiduciary for clients and can prove it in writ-
ing – these same exact financial titles may not mean that they ALWAYS 
operate in a fiduciary capacity.
       Suitability is just a way of saying, “I could’ve sold you that annuity that 
only charged you 3.5% upfront and had better investment choices, but I 
decided to sell you this annuity that has not quite as many good investment 
choices as the other annuity and I get paid more…5% upfront instead” – 
sounds ethical, right?  As long as the firm that the advisor works for deems 
that the purchase of this annuity is suitable for the client’s financial situa-
tion, there is nothing to stop the advisor from doing it legally.  Do you think 
that is RIGHT?  Calm down – I didn’t make the rules…I’m just explaining 
them (since I’m sure many of you who are reading this are wondering AT 
THIS VERY MOMENT if your “advisor” has done this to you?)!
        Commissions can cloud the judgment of financial advisors, so it’s best 
to eliminate those advisors who still are paid under this old methodology 
(even if it’s only part of the way they get paid).  If your “advisor” is paid via 
commissions for sales of financial products, it’s time to fire this person and 
find a REAL financial advisor instead.  I know that hiring a new advisor 
can be difficult but now you’re armed with the 2 questions above – things 
just got a lot easier for you to narrow down the eligible field of qualified 
financial advisors (aka fiduciaries) to select as your partner for your ongo-
ing financial situation.
       Knowledge is power – now that you have this knowledge, hire a REAL 
financial professional and encourage others to do the same.  Thank you 
– you can now help others to make smarter financial decisions also…and 
make the world a better place.  Feels good, doesn’t it?  You’re welcome!
      Find an experienced financial advisor who is ALWAYS acting as a 
fiduciary, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her money from fees (NOT 
commissions), believes in having an abundance of investment choices for 
clients, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher - NOT a salesman - and 
chances are you’ve found the right financial advisor to help you prepare 
and plan for your future.
       For more information please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, 
email marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524.

The Meadows Nursing Center Auxiliary, Dallas, recently kicked off its annual Membership Drive that asks 
the community to help by either donating $10 as a sustainer member or to actively volunteer to help resi-
dents at the center. Since its inception in 1984, volunteers have donated over 350,000 hours of service and 
more than $346,243 to various departments in the center for essential equipment.  For more information 
about becoming a member and volunteer opportunities, call (570) 675-8600 ext. 195 or 115.  In photo above 
are:  front row, Winter Wenner and Cheryl Bombick. Second row: Lee Brosso; Mary  Law; Irene Transue 
& Cheryl Newberry. Third row l to r: Maryan Daily; Nancy Lamnberton; Louise Montigney; Amelia Yan-
chik; Ruth Wasserott  and Mary Bershee.

Meadows Auxiliary Membership Drive Underway
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

        Cub Scout Pack 232 from Gate 
of Heaven Church in Dallas held a 
Halloween party for the scouts and 
their families on Sunday, October 
19, in the gymnasium at the former 
school.
   Guests dressed in costumes and 
enjoyed some typical Halloween 
games and party snacks.
      The Cub Pack will be holding 
a Pancake Breakfast from 8 am to 
1 pm on Sunday, November 16, in 
the Gate of Heaven gymnasium.      
        The $5 tickets can be pur-
chased at the door or from scout 
leaders. During the breakfast, the 
Cub Scouts will also be accepting 
donations of new, unwrapped toys 
for the U.S. Marine Corps annual 
Toys for Tots program.

Cub Scout Pack 232 from Gate of Heaven recently held a Halloween Party

Dressed for the Halloween party for Cub Pack 232, 
from left, are cub scouts Tanner Manzoni, J.D. Jen-
nings, and Luke Hajkowski.

Ready to enjoy the Halloween party at Gate of 
Heaven, from left, are Kyle Langan, Nathaniel 
Wren, and Michael Hajkowski.

Photo right: Even the adult leaders of 
Cub Scout Pack 232 joined in the fun. 
From left are: Amy Jennings, Leroy Jen-
nings, Cub Scout Pack Master George 
Manzoni, and Tracy Manzoni.

Cub Scout siblings, Reese Woytowich, 
left, and Brittany Edmondson were ex-
cited to be included in the fun. 

Pictured prior to the start of the fun and 
games, from left, are Caleb Cackowski, Le-
roy Jennings, and Jacob Parsons. 

This Harry Potter crew are really, from left, Ty-
ler Edmondson, Aidan Jennings, and Reagan 
Woytowich.

Rep. Boback 
Announces Grant 
for Wyoming 
County 
Watershed 
       Rep. Karen Boback (R-Co-
lumbia/Luzerne/Wyoming) today 
announced the release of $77,000 
in grant funding for a stream 
bank stabilization project along 
Scoutrun Brook, a tributary to 
South Branch Mehoopany Creek 
in Forkston Township, Wyoming 
County.   The grant was awarded 
to the Mehoopany Creek Water-
shed Association.  
      “This is an area which has seen 
quite a bit of erosion from recent 
flooding,” Boback said.  “This 
funding will help reduce flooding 
in the area of this stream and cut 
down on sediment pollution.”
       The entire cost of the project 
is $106,000.  Work will include 
placing 800 feet of rock protec-
tion along the stream bank and 
the removal of gravel bars in the 
stream.  
      The funding comes from the 
Department of Community and 
Economic Development’s Water-
shed Restoration and Protection 
Program, which grants fund to 
projects which involve the con-
struction, improvement, expan-
sion, repair, maintenance or reha-
bilitation of watersheds across the 
Commonwealth.
       For more legislative news, go 
to www.RepBoback.com. 

The Called to 
God Gifted 
Workshop 
planned
     The Gate of Heaven Church, on 
Machell Avenue in Dallas is plan-
ning a Called to God and Gifted 
Workshop on Friday, November 
21 at 7:00 p.m., and a half day 
workshop on Saturday, November 
22 at 9:00  pm. Discover Gods call 
for your life.
      For more information call  
(570) 639-2620.



A Legacy of Giving
      The Back Mountain Memorial Library celebrated 
the beginning of its Evergreen Giving Program with 
a social gathering. The purpose of the Evergreen Giv-
ing Program is to provide opportunities for individu-
als, organizations, and philanthropic foundations to 
support the library with financial gifts that will com-
memorate special events, honor the memory of indi-
viduals, or celebrate the achievements of friends and 
family.
       The afternoon event was emceed by Ron Mo-
ran, Chairman, Back Mountain Memorial Library. 
He stated “The Library Board, Friends of the Library, 
and staff are excited to announce the launching of this 
new program that will provide much-needed finan-
cial support to the library for years to come. Similar 
programs have been successful in the Wyoming Val-
ley and we hope the public responds favorably to our 
program. Significant work and planning have gone 
into the project and we’re excited to launch the Ever-
green Program today.”
         Moran announced that the Evergreen Program 
was made possible by generous gifts contributed by 
three Founding Donors.  The first Founding Dona-
tion was made by Mike and George Messersmith, 
along with their sister Molly Messersmith Schifano, 
who were pleased to make their donation in memory 
of their parents. Both parents, George and Nancy 
Messersmith, were long-time patrons of the Library 
and were supporters of the Children’s Wing when it 
opened in 1999.
       The second Founding Donation was made by 
Mrs. Eleanor D. Fleming, in memory of her late hus-
band, Attorney Robert L. Fleming.  Dr. J.C. Fleming 
was one of the original civic-minded contributors to 
found the Back Mountain Memorial Library in 1945. 
His only son, Navy Lieutenant Bob Fleming, still on 
active duty, was also an early contributor to the new 
Library. Bob Fleming returned to Wyoming Valley to 
practice law and raise his family. In 1963 he served as 
Chairman of the Annual Library Auction and he and 
his wife, Eleanor, were active patrons and supporters 
of the Library in many ways over the years. Moran 
stated that, given the legacy of giving by the Flem-
ing Family, he was not surprised to learn of Eleanor 
Fleming wanting to be a Founding Donor for the 
Evergreen Program. Moran stated “I knew Bob and, 
of course, have known Eleanor for years. I smiled 
when I learned of Eleanor’s gift. It just made perfect 
sense.”
      The third Founding Donation was made by George 
and Maryann Finch.  They moved to the Back Moun-
tain in 1977. Their three daughters grew up using the 
library, attending story hours, participating in pro-
grams and activities and attending the auction, begin-
ning at a very young age.
George and Maryann and their children have been 
volunteering and using the library for over 30 years 
and now their grandchildren have joined them in vol-
unteering at the library. George and Maryann served 
as Co-Chairs of the 2013 Auction.  They are pleased 
to make this, three generational, gift to the library.
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Physician supervised 
programs using                
therapeutic massage for
injury treatment ~ 
How Can Massage Treat 
My Injury? 
        
By Dr. David B. Lewis
Lewis Chiropractic 
and Muscle Therapy
   
      Whether you have an acute muscle injury or a chronic, aching injury 
massage can help.  Your therapist will be using different techniques to 
stop muscle spasms, stretch and realign muscle fibers and fascia, break 
up scar tissue, release old trigger points, and remove waste and debris 
from injured muscles.  This will allow new blood to circulate; bringing 
in fresh oxygen to cells and tissue.  All of this speeds the healing of the 
damaged muscle while relieving pain and discomfort. 
     In addition, your massage will enhance circulation, relax the nervous 
system, improve joint function and flexibility, improve lymphatic flow 
and give you a sense of well-being. 
      Will Massage Ever Hurt? In general, massage is a relaxing experience 
that feels good.  In some cases, treatment of a tight muscle or treatment 
on a painful injury may at first cause some discomfort, which will lessen 
after several minutes.  A trained therapist knows that to have the most 
profound effect, deeper is not always better.  Pressure is suited to your 
comfort level and does not go beyond. 
     How Often Will I Need Treatment and For How Long? Frequency and 
length of treatment will depend upon how long you have had the injury, 
severity of injury, and how your body responds to treatment.  Initially, 
your therapist may need to see you twice a week for several weeks to re-
duce pain levels and start your recovery.  After that, you may need week-
ly massage until you reach a maintenance level of care.  The sooner you 
receive massage after an injury the quicker your healing will progress. 
      Will My Insurance Cover Massage Therapy? Massage is becoming 
more and more recognized as a valid modality to use in treatment of soft 
tissue injury.  As this acceptance continues to broaden, more private in-
surance companies will pay for massage when there is a medical need.  
Our office will check with your individual carrier to see if massage is 
available to you.  In most cases a doctor’s referral is needed and there 
must be proof of medical necessity. 
      Personal Injury Protection (PIP), primarily from car insurance, will 
cover massage with a prescription.  Workman Compensation Plans will 
also cover massage with a doctor’s referral as part of a rehabilitative pro-
gram. “Massage can break the cycle of spasm and pain, decreasing both.”         
For more information on massage therapy and how it can help you, call 
Dr. David B. Lewis at Lewis Chiropractic and Muscle Therapy, 570-899-
6453. His office is located at 169 Main Street in Shavertown. 

Misericordia celebrates Mercy 
Week 2014, honors faculty, 
staff for years of service 
     Misericordia University celebrated Mercy Week 
2014 and its 90th Anniversary by honoring staff and 
faculty for service during the 35th Annual Awards 
Dinner held recently in Sandy and Marlene Insalaco 
Hall. The 58 honorees were recognized for five-year 
increments of service, and included special recogni-
tion for Joan (J.J.) Jones, administrative specialist 
in the facilities department of Shavertown, Pa., who 
was commended for 40 years of service. Joseph Ro-
gan, professor of teacher education from Eynon, Pa.; 
Stevan L. Davies, professor of religious studies from 
Dallas, Pa.; and Charles Lajeunesse, professor of psy-
chology from Dallas, Pa., honored for 35 years of 
service. Elaine Halesey, professor of medical imaging 
from Hanover Township, Pa.; Joseph Mack, director 
of management information systems from Plymouth, 
Pa., and Jane Dessoye, executive director of enroll-
ment management from Pittston, Pa., were recognized 
for 30 years of continuous service.
      Also recognized at the dinner were Brian Bene-
detti, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; Glenn Bozinski, Kingston 
Township, Pa.; Fred Croop, Tunkhannock, Pa.; Sr. Pa-
tricia Lapczynski, RSM, Dallas, Pa., honored for 25 
years of service. 
      Recognized for 20 years of service were Jerry 
Bradford, Shavertown, Pa.; Dawn Evans, Hanover 
Township, Pa.; Ronald Hromisin, Dallas, Pa.; Sharon 
Hudak, Forty Fort, Pa.; George Hunter, Mountain Top, 
Pa.; Jennifer Luksa, Luzerne, Pa.; Annmarie Narcum, 
Dallas, Pa.; Brenda Pavill, Shavertown, Pa.; Ronald 
Pecukonis, West Wyoming, Pa.; Judith Weintraub, 
Harveys Lake, Pa.; and Georgia Young. Exeter, Pa.
       Employees honored for 15 years of continuous 
service at MU included Amy Caruso, Kingston, Pa.; 
Grace Fisher, Dallas, Pa.; Susan Helwig, Catawissa, 
Pa.; Tammy Kline, Dallas, Pa.; Barbara McCraith, 
Dallas, Pa.; Jo Anna Naylor, Shavertown, Pa.; and 
George Young, Exeter, Pa.
        Being recognized for 10 years of service were 
James Clarke, Hanover Township, Pa.; Jill Dillon, 
Mountain Top, Pa.; Michelle Donato, Plains, Pa.; 
Brian Herron, Luzerne, Pa.; Emma Mulhern, Wil-
kes-Barre, Pa.; Alicia Nordstrom, Drums, Pa.; Dona 
Posatko-Jenkins, Dallas, Pa.; Bernadette Rushmer, 
Shavertown, Pa.; Angelo Scaffido, Swoyersville, Pa.; 
Mark Van Etten, Dallas, Pa.; and Trevor Woodruff, 
Dunmore, Pa.
       Employees honored for five years of service were 
Courtney Burgess-Michak, Shavertown, Pa.; Angela 
Evans, Noxen, Pa.; Jacob Garner, Kingston, Pa.; Jes-
sica Garner, Kingston, Pa.; Michelle Hawkins, Bear 
Creek Township, Pa.; James Hedglin, Dallas, Pa.; 
Matthew Hornak, Dallas, Pa.; Evelyn Neunteufel, 
Dallas, Pa.; Jennifer Probst, Dallas, Pa.; Joseph Red-
ington, Scranton, Pa.; Sameera Redkar, Clarks Sum-
mit, Pa.; Bruce Riley, Tunkhannock, Pa.; Kathleen 
Scaler Scott, Flemington, N.J.; Christine Seybert, Dal-
las, Pa.; Kathleen Sheikh, Mountain Top, Pa.; Alyson 
Wilson, Harveys Lake, Pa.; Scott Woolnough, Larks-
ville, Pa.; and Anne Zaborny, Drums, Pa. 
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University ranks in the top tier of 
the Best Regional Universities – 
North category of U.S. News and 
World Report’s 2015 edition of 
Best Colleges and was designated 
a 2015 Best Northeastern College 
by the Princeton Review.

PA Senate and House of Representatives acknowledges the 90th anniversary of Misericordia 
University’s founding by Sisters of Mercy
      Misericordia University’s 90th 
birthday was observed recently by 
members of the Pennsylvania Sen-
ate and House of Representatives 
with citations that were delivered 
personally by Sen. Lisa Baker and 
Rep. Karen Boback.
     The citation from Rep. Boback

said, “the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania salutes Misericordia 
University as it recommits itself 
to the ideals and standards which 
have sustained it for ninety years; 
offers best wishes for a continued 
tradition of excellent service and

humanitarian endeavors in the 
years to come.’’
         An excerpt from Sen. Bak-
er’s citation stated, “Misericordia 
University has steadfastly endeav-
ored to provide the finest quality 
of education to its students, and 
has thereby helped to enhance the 
quality of life for all citizens of the 
community.’’
     Misericordia was founded in 
1924 by the Religious Sisters of 
Mercy as an all-women’s college. 
The broad-based liberal arts col-
lege became co-educational in the 
1970s. Today, MU offers bache-
lor’s, master’s and doctoral de-
grees in part and full-time formats 
to students of all faiths in the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, College 
of Health Sciences, and College 
of Professional Studies and Social 
Sciences.
     For more information about 
Misericordia University’s 90th an-
niversary celebration, please log 
on to www.misericordia.edu/MU-
turns 90 or  call  (570) 674-6400. 

Misericordia University was presented with citations from the 
Pennsylvania Senate and House of Representatives in honor of its 
90th birthday. Presenting the citations to the University, from left, 
are Sen. Lisa Baker, Misericordia University President Thomas J. 
Botzman, Ph.D., Sister Jean Messaros, RSM, vice president, Mission 
Integration; and Rep. Karen Boback.

Founded and Sponsored by the 
Sisters of Mercy in 1924, Mi-
sericordia University is Luzerne 
County’s first four-year college 
and offers 34 degree programs on 
the graduate and undergraduate 
levels in full  and part-time for-
mats.                           Misericordia
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Lisa at (570) 674-7772

Senator Lisa Baker looks on as Belle Boice of Noxen Township bags 
lettuce at Fertile Grounds CSA in Noxen. 
        Sen. Lisa Baker (R-20) re-
cently toured picturesque Fertile 
Grounds, a community-support-
ed agricultural center in Noxen 
where 45 varieties of vegetables 
are grown. The senator’s visit can 
be viewed on the half-hour-long 
“Baker Report,” her monthly cable 
TV show.            
       The CSA allows nutrition-
conscious citizens who sign up 
for membership to receive weekly 
drop-offs of just-picked produce, 
including kale, lettuce, potatoes, 
butternut squash, and cilantro.
      “This show highlights the natu-
ral beauty of our region and the all-
natural goodness of locally grown 
produce,” Baker said.  “As the 
owner and inspiration for Fertile 
Grounds, Deb Shoval is dedicated 
to the farm-to-table movement, 
and her passion and expertise 
makes for an extremely interesting 
show.” 
             Senator Baker also talks to

Baker’s November Cable TV Show 
Explores Fertile Grounds CSA

employees  and  area members of 
the CSA as they select their pro-
duce.
      “Fertile Grounds is a local 
treasure along Route 309, on the 
border of Luzerne and Wyoming 
counties,” Baker said. “If you are 
interested in joining a CSA for the 
2015 season, are already a member, 
or love gardening and cooking, this 
show provides a behind-the-scenes 
look at the growing fields.”
      Baker’s television program airs 
on Channel 7 of Adams Cable Ser-
vice; Channel 13 on Blue Ridge 
Communications; Channel 19 on 
Scranton’s Electric City TV; and 
Berwick’s Channel 10 on Me-
trocast Communications.  Please 
check local listings for exact times.  
The program is also accessible on 
her website at www.senatorbaker.
com  under the “Media Center” 
pull down menu. For more infor-
mation on Fertile Grounds CSA, 
go to www.fertilegroundscsa.com.

The Harveys Lake American 
Legion Post 967 made a contri-
bution of five hundred dollars to 
the Harveys Lake Police Depart-
ment on September 17, 2014. 
Shown in photo right, from left 
are: Bernie Castillo - Finance 
Officer, Charles Musial - Police 
Chief, Carl Carpenter - Com-
mander.

The Harveys Lake American 
Legion Post 967 made a dona-
tion of five hundred dollars  to 
the VA Hospital Canteen Fund 
on September 19, 2014. Shown 
in photo right, from left are: 
Joe Kelly - VA Liaison, Bernie 
Castillo - Finance Officer, Carl 
Carpenter – Commander, and 
George Tucker - VA Liaison.

The Harveys Lake American Le-
gion Post 967 made a donation 
of five hundred dollars to the 
Harveys Lake Ambulance Co. 
on September 23, 2014. Shown 
in photo right, from left are:  
Bernie Castillo - Finance Of-
ficer, Chris Davis - Ambulance 
Captain, and Carl Carpenter - 
Commander.

The Harveys Lake American 
Legion Post 967 made a dona-
tion of five hundred dollars to 
the Harveys Lake Fire Co. on 
September 23, 2014. Shown in 
photo right, from left are:  Ber-
nie Castillo - Finance Officer, 
David Davis - Fire Chief, and 
Carl Carpenter - Commander.

Harveys Lake American  Legion Post 967 made 
several generous donations
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0% Financing Available * for limited time.

Ensemble.
    The Lake-Lehman Band is sup-
ported by the Lake Lehman Band 
Sponsors.  The Lake-Lehman 
Band Sponsor Group is a year 
round organization who host sev-
eral fundraisers to support all of 
the Lake Lehman Band Programs.  
The Lake-Lehman Band Students 
are currently selling hoagies and 
discount cards to raise money for 
band competition trips.  The next 
fundraiser will be the  Fall Craft 
Show on November 22, 2014 at the 
Lake -Lehman Jr/Sr High School.  
For more information on the Lake 
Lehman Band Sponsors activities 
please visit www.lakelehmanband-
sponsors.com.

Lake-Lehman Marching Knights performed at the Bloomsburg Fair
       The Lake Lehman Marching 
Knights performed at the Blooms-
burg Fair on Tuesday, September 
23rd, 2014.  Participating Band 
Members included: Jared Camp-
bell, Lehman; Hailey Nogic, Hun-
lock Creek; Casey Shager, Noxen; 
Carly Trapani, Lehman; Ethan 
Mahoney, Sweet Valley; Nichole 
Lockard, Lehman; Andrew Leahy, 
Sweet Valley; Sage Visneski, Har-
veys Lake; Collin MacMullen, 
Shavertown; Joshua Szabo, Hun-
lock Creek; Rielly Sutliff, Sweet 
Valley; Nik Antinnes, Sweet Val-
ley; Zack Zaleskas,  Harveys 
Lake; Brittany Mahoney, Sweet 
Valley;  Jasmine Moku, Sweet 
Valley; Dale White, Noxen; Caro-
lyn Price, Lehman; Cierra Snyder, 
Shavertown; Lauren MacMullen, 
Shavertown; Madison Chulick, 
Lehman; Katie  Kaminski, Dallas;

2014 Lake-Lehman Marching Knights perform at Bloomsburg Fair Front Row (left to right):  Color 
Guard Members Mikayla Kidd, Harveys Lake; Dakota Williams, Shavertown; Jess Geiger, Harveys 
Lake; Lila Szabo, Hunlock Creek;  Ariana Dellarte, Harveys Lake. Marching Band Members on stage: 
Lauren MacMullen, Shavertown; Jasmine Moku, Sweet Valley; Carolyn Price, Lehman; Cierra Snyder, 
Shavertown;  Zack Zaleskas, Harveys Lake; Rielly Sutliff, Sweet Valley; Sage Visneski, Harveys Lake; 
Andrew Leahy, Sweet Valley; Collin MacMullen,  Shavertown; Casey Shager, Noxen; Jared Campbell, 
Lehman; Hailey Nogic,  Hunlock Creek; Carly Trapani, Lehman; Ethan Mahoney, Sweet Valley; Nich-
ole Lockard, Lehman; Joshua Szabo, Hunlock Creek; ; Nik Antinnes,  Sweet Valley; Brittany Mahoney, 
Sweet Valley; Dale White, Noxen; Madison  Chulick, Lehman; Katie Kaminski, Dallas; Rebecca Osiecki, 
Harveys Lake;  John Hospodar, Sweet Valley; Jared Kepner, Sweet Valley; Evan Judge, Sweet Valley.

Rebecca Osiecki, Harveys Lake; 
John Hospodar, Sweet  Valley; 
Jared Kepner, Sweet Valley and 
Evan Judge, Sweet Valley.   Partic-
ipating Color Guard Members in-
cluded: Kayleigh Konek, Lehman; 
Lacey Carey, Noxen; Ariana Del-
larte, Harveys Lake; Sierra Titus,  
Shavertown; Lila Szabo, Hunlock 
Creek; Jess Geiger, Harveys Lake; 
Mikayla Kidd, Harveys Lake; Da-
kota Williams, Shavertown and 
Shelley White, Shavertown.
      The Lake-Lehman Band director 
is Mr. Alex Higgins.  Lake-Lehm-
an Band groups include Marching 
Band, Color Guard,Concert Band, 
Jazz Band, Indoor Percussion En-
semble  and  Indoor  Color  Guard

Northmoreland 
Twp. Fire Hall 
announces Bingo 
and Dinner
         Bingo will be held on Mon-
day, November 17, at the North-
moreland Twp. Fire Hall in Cen-
termoreland.
       Doors open at 5:00 P.M. and 
early birds begin at 6:30 P.M. Food 
and beverage available.
      Roast beef dinner will be held 
on Wednesday, November 19, at 
the Northmoreland Twp. Fire Hall 
in Centermoreland.  Serving from 
4:30 P.M. until 7:00 P.M.  Adults 
$9.00 and children under the age of 
twelve $4.00.  Eat in or take out.  
Pay at door.  
      For more information call   
James Gilpin at 570-333-4906
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Like us. Share us.

Happy Thanksgiving From All of Us at the Styling Studio!

Call 570-675-4991


