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Dallas HS Football Team helps the Dallas Rotary Club

Coach Rich Mannello and the Dallas High School football team were on hand a few days before the Dallas 
Rotary Wine & Brewfest to help set up for the event which was held on Saturday, June 22 at the Luzerne 
County Fairgrounds on Rt. 118, Dallas.  The proceeds from this annual event help the Dallas Rotary fund 
projects and programs that support children and senior citizens in our Back Mountain community and 
around the world.  The Dallas Rotary appreciates their efforts to make this annual event a success. Shown 
in photo above, first row from left are:  Coach Rich Mannello, Chase Hector, Josh Balara, Xander Shaner, 
Michael Starbuck, Nick Gashi, Benjamin Fife. Second row: Carter Thompson, Nate Spare, Gabriel Allen, 
Lucas Schultz, Colby Klinetob, Gavin Sypniewski, Thaddeus Mead, John Scherer, Aiden Fennell, Christian 
Shedlock. Third row: Jordan Kobaleski, Parker Bolesta, Rocco Ormando, Ryan Cuba, James Lehane, Matt 
Jesse, Jackson Wydra, Jake DelGaudio, and Ben Carpenter.



Game Commission to present Bald Eagle program
    The Pennsylvania Game Commission will be 
hosting an educational program on Bald Eagles at 
the Northeast Region Office in Dallas at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 17. This free program will cover 
bald-eagle biology and behavior, ecology and popu-
lation trends in Pennsylvania. 
       Only three pairs of bald eagles were found to be 
nesting in Pennsylvania as recently as the early 1980s. 
Thanks largely to improvements in Pennsylvania’s 
water quality and a highly successful reintroduction 
project, there are about 300 nesting pairs today. 
       “The recovery of bald eagle populations in 
Pennsylvania has been dramatic and they are now a 
common sight throughout the commonwealth,” said 
Game Commission NE Region 
Information and Education Supervisor William Wil-
liams. “However, bald eagles face continued chal-
lenges in order to thrive in an increasingly urbanized 
landscape.”  The Game Commission Northeast Re-
gion Office is located at 3917 Memorial Highay,  Dallas.  The office phone number is (570) 675-1143. No reserva-
tions are required.                                                                                                             Photo courtesy of Jacob Dingel.

Watercolor and Acrylic Paintings by 
David K. Nieman
      David K. Nieman, of Dallas, will 
be displaying his watercolor and 
acrylic paintings titled An Expres-
sion of Color on the Back Mountain 
Library Art Wall during the month 
of July.
       Originally from North Wales 
Pennsylvania, David came back to 
the area to study Fine Art at Wil-
kes University. He studied under J. 
Philip Richards, Bernice D’Vorzon, 
Richard A. Fuller, and Herbert Si-
mon. He began drawing and paint-
ing as a child, and studied art as 
somewhat of a major in high school, 
then moved on to college.
      Of his display, David states, “I 
enjoy color! To me, color is everything. Nature affords a great opportunity 
to explore it. The color of life is so vivid and vibrant. The way color inter-
acts in nature is truly one of the marvels of the world.” David mostly paints 
in watercolor and acrylic mediums. He paints in layers, moving from light 
to more vibrant as he goes. Because of this, he often works on several pieces 
at a time in order to move back and forth between them. He says this helps 
him from getting stagnant on a piece, or overworking one. 
      To see David’s work, find him on Facebook at David Nieman (the guy 
with the hat), or contact him by phone at 570-574-4495 or email at kent-
pauld21@gmail.com to purchase. All are welcome to view his work on the 
Art Wall throughout the month of July.
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Deadline for August issue of the Back Mountain 
Community News is Fri., July 26 at 9:00 am.
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Kunkle Fire Co. announces Golf Outing
    Join us for our annual golf outing (captain and crew) on Thursday, July 
11th at the Irem Country Club, Dallas. Registration: is at  11am., tee-off is 
at 12 noon.  Cost:  $75 and includes entry into all events, 18-holes of golf, 
riding cart, snacks, water, soda, and dinner (beer included with dinner) and 
a chance to win various prizes! Prizes for longest drive and closest to the 
pin as well as flight prizes. To register call (570) 675-3334. Golf attire is 
suggested, collared shirts required by course. Come out and support your 
local volunteers.

Harveys Lake announces Fire Co. Dance
      Join in the fun on Saturday, July 20, at The Irem Shrine Country Club 
Pavilion, Dallas, from 7:30pm to 11:30pm., doors open at 6:30pm.
    Four hours of dance music from Tom Slick and The Grease Slappers 
and Pop Star Drive (formerly AM Radio). Donations are $25 per ticket and 
includes beer, soda, pizza, hot dogs and a cash bar will be available. Tickets 
are available at Joe Nardone Gallery of Sound, Harveys Lake Borough Of-
fice, Dymond’s Farm Market and Bakery, in Shavertown or call (570) 639-
1981 or (570) 639-1398. No tickets will be sold at the door. 

Ham Dinner, Family Style
    Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire Company, Sweet Valley, will serve a ham 
dinner on Saturday,  July 27.   Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30.  Take-outs begin 
at 4:00.  Adults $12.00, children under 12 are $6.00 and children under 6 eat 
free.  Call (570) 477-5121 for more information.

Roads to be marked as “one way” for 
the Library Auction
      Dallas Borough Council announces the following roads will be marked 
as one way directional for traffic on July 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th, 2019 
in best interest of public safety in association with the 73rd Annual Back 
Mountain Memorial Library Auction:
    Franklin Street – One Way directional traffic from Huntsville Road toward 
Main Street.  Lehman Avenue – One Way directional traffic from Machell 
Avenue toward Huntsville Road. Norton Avenue – One Way directional 
traffic from Huntsville Road toward Machell Avenue.
     Please forward any questions and/or comments to the Borough Manag-
er’s Office 570-675-1389.

Pickin’ for Patriots Bluegrass Festival
      Join us for the first Pickin’ for Patriots Bluegrass Festival. This all day event 
will have music from Bobby Maynard & Breakdown, Robert Mabe, N o g -
gin Hill,  Steve Lutke Band & Appalachian Uprising, and R.J. Scouton. There will 
also be a variety of craft, merchandise, and food vendors, as well as arts, crafts, face 
painting, gem mining, goodies, and more for the kids.
     Plan to attend on  Saturday, July 13th,  at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds in 
Dallas, PA, from 9:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M., with a day chock-full of local vendors 
and toe-tappin’ bluegrass music.
    Proceeds from the event will be given to Patriots Cove. Patriots Cove is a non-
profit organization in northeastern Pennsylvania that was founded by a military vet-
eran and his spouse to empower other veterans, first responders, and their caregivers 
to heal and adapt to life after service. The Cove hosts events like restorative outdoor 
activities, environmental service projects, and educational events and retreats for 
Caregivers on an eighteen-acre refuge. 
    Tickets are $15 and can be purchased at the gate, the day of the event or at http://
www.luzfdn.org/cause-posts/patriots-cove-hfh/. You can stay all day or receive a 
stamp for re-entry. Call (919)-818-6201 for more info. www.patriotscove.org.

Game Commission to present program 
on Pennsylvania Bats
       The Pennsylvania Game Commission will be providing an educational pro-
gram on Pennsylvania bats at the Northeast Region Office in Dallas on Wednes-
day, Aug. 21, at 7:00 p.m. 
     Game Commission Northeast Region Diversity Biologist Rich Fritsky will 
be presenting information on bat biology and behavior, ecology, common myths 
and population monitoring. Several cave bat species in the eastern United States 
have been greatly affected by the fungus that causes white nose syndrome. The 
status of this devastating disease in Pennsylvania, and its future implications 
for PA bat populations, will be examined.  The Game Commission Northeast 
Region Office is located at 3917 Memorial Hwy. in Dallas. The office phone 
number is (570) 675-1143.  No reservations are required. 

Dallas Borough Lawn Care Reminder
      Dallas Borough property owners and tenants are reminded of the Bor-
ough Ordinance requiring the appropriate maintenance of lawns.  Grass is 
to be cut regularly as to not exceed 6 inches in height in accordance with 
the Property Maintenance Code.   Please be a good neighbor and help keep 
our community beautiful! Please refer any questions pertaining to the en-
forcement of Property Maintenance regulations to the Dallas Borough Code 
Enforcement Official at 570-675-1389.

Northmoreland 
Twp. Vol. Fire Co. 
plans events for 
July
       Northmoreland Township Vol-
unteer Fire Company will hold 
Monday Night Bingo on Monday, 
July 8, 2019 and Monday, July 
22, 2019 at the fire hall, located at 
1618 Demunds Rd. in Centermore-
land, just off Route 292. Early bird 
specials start at 6:30 PM, Regular 
games at 7:00 PM. Doors to hall 
open and kitchen begins serving 
at 5:00 PM. For more information, 
call Jim Gilpin at 570-333-4906 or 
570-996-7066. Where everyone 
gets lucky! Come support your lo-
cal volunteers!
      Northmoreland Township Vol-
unteer Fire Company will have a 
Drive-Thru Pulled Pork Dinner on 
Friday, July 26, 2019 from 4:30-
7:00 PM at the fire hall at 1618 De-
munds Rd. in Centermoreland, just 
off Route 292. The price is $8.00. 
It’s a great meal for summer! Sup-
port your local volunteers! 
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Moving up Ceremony was recently held at the Trucksville Nursery School. Shown in the photo above are 
students, seated from left: Emma Kelley, Nora Hannon, Rose Mara, Emma Lewis, Hadley Banks. Standing 
from left are:   Teacher, Sue Collins, Riley Scott, Elijah Balcziunas, Bradley Corridoni, Joseph Bonomo, JD 
Dessoye.  Missing from the photo is Jake Viquez.

Moving Up Day Celebrated at the Trucksville Nursery School

The  Luzerne County Dairy Court was recently invited to WRGN’s 
More Than a Yard Sale. They had a perfect day and enjoyed spending 
it sharing information about the dairy industry with everyone. They 
had a game with a giant spinning wheel, people could spin the wheel 
and answer a dairy question to earn a prize. They also reminded all 
who were there to look for the #42 in the plant code on their milk. This 
means that the milk is from a local PA farm. The dairy court members 
were also happy to enjoy the homemade ice cream as part of their 3 
daily servings of dairy. Pictured: Dairy Princesses Toni Traver, Kaelyn 
Traver,  and Dairy Maid Juliet Price. 

The  Luzerne County Dairy Court 
attended WRGN’s Yard Sale

Lake-Lehman announces sport physicals 
for all seasons, 2019-2020
     The Junior / Senior High School sports physicals are offered once yearly 
for all sports. All physicals will be conducted in the Nurse’s Office at the 
Junior / Senior High Building. 
     July 15, 9:00 am - all girls in grades 10, 11 and 12. July 16, 9:00 am - all 
boys in grades 10, 11 and 12. July 29, 9:00 am - all girls in grades 7, 8 and 
9. July 30, 9:00 am - all boys in grades 7,8 and 9.
    There are no make-up dates. The PIAA sport physical forms can be picked 
up in the Main Office, Nurse’s Office or on the Lake-Lehman website. All 
forms must be signed by the parent / legal guardian prior to the exam.



Susan F. Sordoni, MD, Receives Award 
from the American Medical Association 
Foundation
 Volunteers in Medicine 
(VIM) is pleased to announce Su-
san F. Sordoni, MD, is the recipient 
of a 2019 Excellence in Medicine 
Award from the American Medical 
Association (AMA) Foundation. Dr. 
Sordoni founded the Volunteers in 
Medicine clinic in Wilkes-Barre, PA 
and remains a dedicated volunteer at 
the organization. On Friday, June 7, 
2019, Dr. Sordoni received the Jack 
B. McConnell, MD Award for Excellence in Volunteerism during an awards 
ceremony at the AMA Foundation Reception in Chicago, IL.   This   award   
honors   a   physician   in   the   United   States   who   volunteers   to   provide   
care to underserved patients that lack access to health insurance. 
       Jack B. McConnell, MD opened the first VIM clinic in Hilton Head, 
SC, in 1994. Inspired by his work, Dr. Sordoni and a team of dedicated indi-
viduals opened a full-time, full-service free clinic for working low-income, 
uninsured residents in Luzerne County, PA in 2008. Since its inception, the 
clinic has a registered patient base of over 23,000 individuals. 
      “Dr.   Sordoni   has   dedicated   the   majority   of   her   medical   career   
to   providing   quality, compassionate care to individuals that cannot afford 
or do not have access to health insurance or medical care. Her leadership 
has enabled Volunteers in Medicine to grow from a clinic with one volun-
teer physician to an organization that has a core group of 150 volunteers that 
provide their time and expertise to patients daily. The clinic’s staff, board 
of directors and volunteers are extremely proud of this national recogni-
tion and couldn’t think of a more deserving individual”, said Kelly Ranieli, 
Executive Director of VIM. The Volunteers in Medicine clinic opened its 
doors to the community in June of 2008. The dental clinic opened in Janu-
ary of 2011 and quickly became a high demand community resource. Be-
havioral health services at the clinic expanded in 2015. Specialty services, 
medications and testing is also offered to provide holistic patient centered 
care. In photo above are: Dr. Patricia L. Austin, President of the American 
Medical Association Foundation, and Dr. Susan F. Sordoni, VIM Founder.
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The Dallas Lions Club recently honored Angelina Allen and Joseph Brennan with $750 book scholarships.  
The Joseph F. Canfield Memorial Book Scholarships were named in honor of the long-time member of the 
club who passed away in 2017.  
The awards were presented at a dinner meeting of the club in the banquet room of the Lakeside Skillet at 
Harvey’s Lake.  Canfield’s widow Peg and son Joe Jr. were invited guests at the awards presentation, as well 
as parents of the recipients.  Both Canfields gave remarks at the presentation.  
Allen will graduate from Dallas High School and Brennan will graduate from Holy Redeemer High School 
in June.  Angelina was active in the Key Club, Peer Helpers and was a member of the National Honor Soci-
ety.  She also played basketball and volleyball where she received several awards.  Angelina was a volunteer 
at St. Vincent’s Soup Kitchen, Ruth’s Place and CEO.  She will be attending Penn State in the Fall and is 
pursuing a career as a pediatrician.
Brennan is senior class president and was involved with his church and with boy scouts.  He worked at City 
Market and in the Summer he was working for a coal-based filtration company which took him to several 
cities throughout the East Coast.  He was on student council and was a member of the volleyball and golf 
teams and was also a member of the National Honor Society.  He also plans to enter Penn State in the Fall, 
pursuing a degree in medicine.

Dallas Lions Club recently honored local 
students with Book Scholarships
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Lake-Lehman Indoor Percussion Ensemble Advanced to Finals in TIA  Atlantic Coast Championship
      The 2019 Indoor Percussion Ensemble competed in the Tournament Indoor 
Association Atlantic Coast Championship in Wildwood, NJ on Thursday, May 
2nd,.  The 2019 Lake-Lehman Indoor Percussion Ensemble received Fifth 
Place for their show entitled  “Solitary” securing their spot in the Finals.
      The group was moved up to Scholastic A class after winning third place last 
year in the Scholastic Regional Class.  This was the first year Lake-Lehman 
Indoor Percussion has ever advanced to finals in Scholastic A class.  The group 
worked hard and ended their season in fourth place with a score of 91 in a very 
tight competition. Just 0.45 points separated fourth and second place.
     The group is under the direction of Brittany Naculich.  The program is writ-
ten and designed by Marc Garside.  Additional instructional staff include Zach 
Hanford, Zach Nash and Devin Welker. 
    The members of the 2019 Lake-Lehman Indoor Percussion Group include 
three Seniors:  Evan Judge, Cierra Snyder and Carly Trapani.  This is  the sixth 
competitive High School Indoor Percussion season for all three seniors.  Aidan 
Chapple, Madison Chulick, Richard Cronin, Justin Doran, Kayla Gliddon, 
Jeremy Hospodar, John Kaplanski, Mark Kucewicz, Seth Mieczkowski, Jared 
McLaughlin, Ella Mulligan, Jacob Olsen, Katie Parsons, Connor Price, Mat-
tie Round, Emily Spencer, Nathan Stanski, Jacob Stillarty and Brynn Tereska 
complete the ensemble. The Lake-Lehman Band director is Ms. Cheryl Ku-
likowski.  Lake-Lehman Band groups include Concert Band, Marching Band, 
Color Guard, Indoor Percussion Ensemble, Indoor Color Guard Ensemble and 
Jazz Band.

The 2019 Lake-Lehman Indoor Percussion Ensemble and instructors after their final competition. Above 
front row:  Brittany Naculich. Second row: Ella Mulligan, Katie Parsons, Brynn Tereska, Madison Chulick, 
Kayla Gliddon. Third row:  Emily Spencer,  Jacob Stillarty, Mattie Round, Jeremy Hospodar,  Jacob Olsen, 
Jared McLaughlin, Carly Trapani, Mark Kucewicz. Fourth row:  Marc Garside, Zach Nash, Justin Doran, 
Evan Judge, Connor Price, Richard Cronin, Nathan Stanski, John Kaplanski, Seth Mieczkowski, Aidan 
Chapple, Cierra Snyder, Zach Hanford, and Devin Welker.        Photo by  Zach Hanford.

Lake-Lehman photos continue on next page.



By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community News Correspondent

     “We are really very excited 
about our lineup for Bid Time 
Stories this year,” said Carol 
Warholak Sweeney, Publicity 
Chair for the 73th  annual Back 
Mountain Memorial Library 
Auction scheduled for July 11, 
12, 13, and 14.
       Bid Time Stories are schedule activities for children that will be held 
inside the library during the auction. Parents are invited to stay with their 
very young children but older children can be dropped off as long as the 
caregiver signs them in for the event.
      “We have several helpers signed up to assist,” said Debbie Miller, chair 
for Bid Time Stories for the second year. “We like to maintain a relaxed 
but supervised atmosphere.” The scheduled lineup starts at 6 pm on Friday 
night, July 12, when PJ Reptiles will be on hand with all sorts of reptiles for 
the children to meet and, maybe even, touch. There will be plenty of hand 
wipes available for clean-up. The 7:30 to 8:30 pm slot on Friday night will 
host a puppet show entitled “Galactic Starveyors,” about aliens who lose 
their imaginations. 
     On Saturday night, Bid Time Stories will begin at 6pm with Rob the 
Juggler. Much to the children’s enjoyment, he will be juggling sports equip-
ment. Children can also attend the second program on Saturday by signing 
up to read a book to a therapy dog. There will be several dogs in attendance 
and the children can either read or just sit by the dogs to hear others read 
them a story.
       Sunday night’s program starts at 6 pm with a story and craft presented 
by a children’s author. Following that is the ever popular TJ Balloon who 
will be making stylized balloon art for the children. 
     “Misericordia University has provided a grant that helps to defray the 
cost of most of these activities,” said Debbie. “Last year’s programs were 
very popular and well attended.” The majority of the Bid Time Stories will 
be held in the Children’s Room which can be accessed through the double 
glass doors to the far right of the auction block. There will be an easel set 
up there with directions. Don’t forget that attendance at the auction is easi-
est if you park and ride the shuttle to and from the Country Club Shopping 
Center in Dallas.
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2019 Senior Members of Lake-Lehman Indoor Percussion in 
Wildwood, NJ after they performed.  Above from left are: Cierra 
Snyder, Carly Trapani, and Evan Judge.

Photo right: Evan 
Judge on tenors 
practices before the 
final competition.

Carly Trapani on xylophone practices 
before final competition.

Cierra Snyder on vibraphone practices 
before final competition.

Photos above by Zach Hanford.

Bid Time activities for children held during 
the Back Mountain Libary Auction
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       Local young artists 
were recently honored for 
their artistic excellence.  
The students in Kinder-
garten through grade 6 re-
cently exhibited their best 
artwork at the School’s 
End Exhibit at Sue Hand’s 
Imagery, Dallas.
      Ribbons of Artistic 
Excellence were awarded 
to outstanding artwork on 
each grade level, for grades 
1-3.  Students in grades 4-6 
competed for first, second, 
and third place ribbons 
in various categories on 
each grade level.   Best of 
Grade Level rosettes were 
awarded on grade lev-
els 1-6, as well as special 
awards which were judged 
across grade levels for Best 
Still Life, Best Landscape, 
Best Seascape, etc.  The 
students study under the 
direction of award winning 
artist Sue Hand.        For 
information on art classes, 
visit suehand.com or call 
570-675-5094.
      Exhibiting artists in-
cluded: Patrick Bradshaw, 
Lilley Brandenburg, Madi-
son Bullock, Tyler Cavill, 
Gemma Ciravolo, Harper 
Coursen, Eli Daney, Aiden 
Dyer, Serina Florencio, 
Lexie Gauntlett, Maya 
Gross, Chase Harris, Pres-
ton Harris, Ashley Hudak, 
Logan Jacobs, Kaylin John-
son, Mason Kivler, Drew 
Klinetob, Kaya Koflanov-
ich, Andrew Lisman, Lind-
say Matinas, Adeline Mor-
gan, Ishan Mukul, Caroline 
Pitarra, Gina Pugliese,  
Grace Shepherd, Keerstyn 
Tabor, Aubrey Templeton, 
Orleana Templeton, Sophia 
Tomasino, Cameron Wil-
liams, and Esme Yonkoski.

Schools End Art Contest Winners Announced, Dallas, Wycallis and Lake-Lehman

Lake-Lehman students, front row: Lilley Brandenburg, Sophia Toma-
sino. Back row: Adeline Morgan, Grace Shepherd, Ashley Hudak, and 
Gemma Ciravolo.

Dallas Elementary students: Aiden Dyer, Drew Klinetob, Lexie Gauntlett, and 
Mason Kivler.

Wycallis Elementary students: front row: Tyler Cavill, Harper Coursen, Pres-
ton Harris. Second row: Andrew Lisman, Eli Daney, Chase Harris. Third row: 
Patrick Bradshaw, Ishan Mukul, and Maya Gross.

Dallas Middle School students: Lindsay Matinas, Esme Yonkoski, Keerstyn 
Tabor, and Gina Pugliese.
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Dallas High School class of 1969 plans reunion
      Nothing like a 50th  high school reunion to bring back memories! 
Dallas Class of 1969 will reconnect with old classmates, friends, and 
former teachers on August 24, 2019 at Irem Temple Country Club at 
6PM.  We 67 year olds will celebrate still being alive 50 years after 
graduation and enjoy our time together.       Since 50 years is such 
a milestone, we decided to revisit the 60’s era and have a Woodstock 
theme. “Music Mayhem and Memories” is our title. Costumes are op-
tional. Entertainment will be provided by “The Music Room”. This Live 
band will play songs we listened to as high school students and danced 
to at school functions.
    Committee members meeting monthly to plan this special event are: 
Jim Tupper, Carl Goeringer, Jim Roth, Sheldon Hoover, Ed Roman, 
Debbie Tanner Bayer, Sue Jozwiak Stearn, Patty Hughey Kern, Gladys 
Frantz Habeeb, and Judy Krogulski Nieman. Details are as follows:   
Irem Temple Country Club, on  August 24, 2019 from 6 PM to 7 PM, 
cocktails on the patio. 7 PM to 10 PM dinner and dancing,  casual dress. 
Cash bar  $55.00 per person.  Make checks payable to Dallas Class of 
1969- Mail to: Carl Goeringer, 227 Ian Drive, Shavertown, PA 18708. 
Email and mailing addresses are needed. To update our records send 
contact info to: lilsue15@gmail.com  or call 570-675-4905.

        Daddow-Isaacs Dallas Ameri-
can Legion Post 672 celebrated 
Flag Day by conducting their an-
nual flag-burning ceremony. 
       Adjutant George Tucker gave 
a short presentation on the impor-
tance of  burning tattered and torn 
flags.  He explained that a post box 
is in front of the Post where the pub-
lic can leave flags to be burned. Boy 
Scout Troop 287  under the leader-
ship of Scoutmaster Mark Chappell 
assisted in the flag burning. Shown 
in photo: Scoutmaster Mark Chap-
pell shows members of the troop the 
correct disposal of flags.

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 
celebrated Flag Day

Food Pantry hosts No Hungry Tummies 
Program
        The Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry have created 
a summer nutritional program to provide extra food for school age children 
during the months of June, July and August.
       The children are home all day and cannot take advantage of school 
breakfasts and lunches.  They might otherwise go hungry except for the extra 
assistance given by this innovative program.
While all non-perishable foods are needed and welcome at any time, the 
greatest needs to make this program work are breakfast and lunch foods that 
children can easily open and prepare for themselves.  These items include: 
cold cereal, instant oatmeal, canned milk, peanut butter and jelly, juice, maca-
roni and cheese, tuna fish, Spam, canned fruit, soup, granola bars, and pre-
pared Jell-O and pudding.
      Individuals or groups wishing to donate nonperishable food may call the 
pantry at 696-2917 for additional information or to arrange a mutually con-
venient time for our volunteers on duty to receive the food. 
       Food may also be dropped off at the following locations during regular 
operating hours: Cooks Pharmacy, Rt. 309 in Shavertown, Hilbert’s Trac-
tor Store, Rt. 415 in Dallas and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rt. 118, Dallas.  
Monetary donations may be mailed to the Back Mountain Food Pantry, c/o 
Trucksville United Methodist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville, PA  
18708.  The food pantry is a 501(c)3 charitable organization and all donations 
are tax deductible as allowed by law.
        The members of the Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food 
Pantry wish to thank everyone for their support all year long.



Youth Music Camp planned at Gate of Heaven Church
     Gate of Heaven Church invites 
area youth to participate in the Gate 
of Heaven Summer Youth Music 
Camp, which will be held from July 
8-12 from 9:30 AM to Noon at Gate 
of Heaven Church, 40 Machell Ave., 
Dallas. 
     The members of the camp will be 
featured in a Youth Mass on Sunday, 
July 14 at 11:30 AM. Area youth be-
tween the ages of 8 and 15 are wel-
come to attend. Daily activities will 
include games, snack time, choir 
rehearsals and lessons based on the 
Ten Commandments and kindness 
toward others. To register, call the 
church at (570) 675-2121. No par-
ticipation fee is required.  Photo above are members of the Gate of Heaven Youth Choir at a recent rehearsal.
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Legion Logbook

Clarence J. Michael
Past Commander
Dallas American 
Legion, Post 672

Lake-Lehman class 
of 1969 plans 
reunion
     The Lake-Lehman Class of 1969 
will be celebrating their 50th year 
reunion with a three day event. 
On Friday, July 12th, there will be 
golfing at the Irem Temple Country 
Club. All are welcome to play from 
beginners to ‘weekend warriors’. 
Non-playing partners are welcomed 
to join in as well. The format will 
be Captain and Mate. Tee Time: at 
noon. Fee: pay at Irem. $35. RSVP 
by June 23rd to: Donna Marie Krav-
abloski.   email:  govdm2000@
aol.com  Telephone: (570) 477-
5480   The evening of Friday, July 
12th, will offer a ‘Mixer’ (spouses 
optional) at Damien’s at Harvey’s 
Lake. This will start at 7:30 and will 
be a Dutch Treat event.
       On Saturday, July 13th there 
will be a “business-casual” buffet 
at Irem Country Club House from 
6-9pm. The cost is $30 per person 
with prepaid reservations sent to 
Josh Bryant at 85 Hickory Tree 
Road, Dallas, PA 18612. Checks 
can be made out to Todd Swanson. 
Deadline for reservations is Friday, 
July 5th.
    On Sunday, July 14th a Family 
PIcnic at Sandy Beach (Old Sandy 
Bottom Beach) starting at 3:30. This 
is a “bring your own place setting, 
beverage and a dish to pass event”.  
A $5 per person charge will be col-
lected at the gate. The charcoal grill 
will be ready for anything that you 
bring to grill. Phone reservations for 
the Sunday picnic to Sandra Serhan 
at (570) 519-0214 by Sun., July 7.

Boback Event to Raise Awareness 
of Destructive Insect
      On Wednesday, July 17, an awareness seminar focusing on the spot-
ted lanternfly is being hosted by state Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/
Luzerne/Wyoming) at 6 p.m. at Back Mountain Regional EMA, 3593 State 
Route 118 in Lehman Township. “Lackawanna, Luzerne and Wyoming coun-
ties have yet to report an official sighting of this destructive insect,” Boback 
said. “Nearby Carbon and Monroe counties, however, are on the quarantine 
list, and we’re trying to be proactive due to the potential damage that can be 
inflicted by the spotted lanternfly.”
        Declared a “public nuisance” by the Department of Agriculture, the spot-
ted lanternfly  poses a  serious threat to Pennsylvania’s economy. The 
insect feeds on,  and can destroy more than 70 varieties of plants, including 
hardwood trees, grapes, apples, peaches and hops. Local officials are bracing 
for impact, should that status change.  This event is contingent on sufficient 
pre-registration. If you plan to attend, please reserve your seat by contacting 
Boback’s Dallas district office at (570) 675-6000.

Don’t miss the annual 
Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction
Thursday, July 11 through Sunday, July 14

On the grounds located on Huntsville Road, Dallas

      Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion 
Post 672 held their monthly meeting on June 
14 to elect new officers for the upcoming year.  
History was made when one of our stalwart fe-
male members was elected Commander.  Dar-
lene Kupstas who was our Finance Officer was 
elevated to Commander.  Due to her diligence 
and perspicacity I know she will have a success-
ful term. 
        Past Commander Charles Fleming was 
elected to 1st Vice Commander and Harold 
Bolton will be our 2nd Vice Commander.   Other 
offices were non-contested.  Please congratulate 
and support our new officers who have undertaken these responsibilities.      
On the ballot question: WE WILL REMAIN NON-SMOKING. 
      A group of Post 672 members, Adjutant George Tucker, Chaplain Bill 
Lewis, and myself presented citizenship medals at the Dallas Middle School 
to Caitlin Curran and Seth Dyrli. The American Legion has been sponsoring 
these medals nationwide for over 90 years.  I still remember receiving mine 
at the former Plymouth High School and how proud I was to receive it. It 
is always a pleasure to address the Dallas Middle School students because 
Robin Moore, Coordinator, and Principal Mr . Shaffer have instilled basic 
courtesies in the students.  They also presented a new award in memory 
of Former Principal Tony Martinelli who instilled the same principals of 
courteousness. We have had many enjoyable interactions with the Dallas 
Middle School. 
       June 14 was a busy day.  After the school presentation, the Honor Guard 
paid another visit to Meadows Manor.  Since it was Flag Day, Reverend 
Bill Lewis gave an interesting history of the American flag from Colonial 
times to the present which was well-received.  Residents participated in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, and the closing hymn of God Bless America which is 
our Post’s monthly meeting close.
      Then members participated with the help of Boy Scout Troop 287 
in our annual flag-burning ceremony.  Old and tattered flags which had 
been brought to our Legion throughout the year were properly disposed of.  
Even with the howling wind, it was safely conducted.  Commander Fleming 
thanked all who participated and pizza was provided as a reward.  Quite a 
busy day!
        Remember The Wall That Heals  that is now in Bloomsburg will be set 
up at W.V.W. High School in Plymouth from September 5 to September 8.  
Over 58,000 Vietnam veteran’s names are listed on the Wall.  These veter-
ans paid the supreme price for our freedom, and must be remembered.  It is 
sponsored by VFW Post 1425 and donations can be sent to 111 West Main 
Street, Plymouth, PA 18651. 
       The Post is making plans for our popular annual Peach Sale which will 
be held in August.  More information will follow in future columns. One 
last note:  Pickin’ For Patriots a bluegrass festival will be held at the Luzerne 
County Fairgrounds on July 13 at 9 A.M. Vendors, music and food will be 
available. Proceeds will benefit Patriots’ Cove.
Our next meeting will be held on July 12 at 7:30 p.m. to  validate the elec-
tion.  All members and prospective members are invited.

Members of Girl Scout Troop 30262, Shavertown, recently advanced to 
Senior Girl Scouts.  To earn this new rank they completed all require-
ments needed at the Cadette rank. Shown during the ceremony  seated 
are: Abby Lauer, Danielle Konnick, Megan Ostrowski, Abby Quinnan, 
and Jacinda Rose. Standing: Danielle Day, Assistant Leader; Elliana 
Parra, Olivia Martin, Bella Molitoris, Madison Day, Emily James and 
Cindy Gill, Troop Leader. Missing from photo are: Melody Gill and 
Marissa Schuler.

Members of Girl Scout Troop 30262, 
recently advanced to Senior Girl Scouts
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Dallas AAC Recently Celebrated Father’s Day, Flag Day

The Dallas AAC honored Fathers and the Flag, celebrating the June holidays. The Silvertones, the center’s 
choral group performed various songs pertaining to dads and grandpa’s as well as the USA flag.  Singers 
pictured are; Seated: Jean Carey, Mary Ann Kubacki, Pat Hummel, Emily Jenkins.  Standing: Mary Ann 
Knepp, Paul Meade, John Dermako, Joe Kester, Budd O’Malia, and Nancy Restaino, Center Director.

When your loved one needs care ...
Just a phone call away.

Call today for information
on services available.



    Join us on Saturday, August 17th at the 
Idetown Fire Hall, Idetown Road, Dal-
las, from 1:00 to 6:00 pm for a special 
fund raiser dinner and basket raffle. This 
fund raiser is in memory of Dr. Ayers who 
dreamed of building a barn for his cows 
and all of the animals. He started the barn 
but sadly passed away two years ago from 
cancer, before having a chance to finish 
it.  All the money raised at the dinner will 
be donated to Hillside 
Farms for the barn, 
equipment, and the 
farm’s education pro-
grams for children with 
special needs. 
       Adults are $10 and 
children $5. This event 
is being organized as 
a senior class project 
by Brandy Ayers who 
wanted to do something 
special in memory of 
her cousin.
      Brandy is asking 
that if any business or 
organization would like to offer a monetary donation or basket for the raffle 
can do so by call her at (570) 762-2535 or Lori at (570) 592-0126. 
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Grief Support 
        A Grief Support Group is avail-
able at River of Life Fellowship 
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehm-
an, on an  as-needed basis.  If you 
need help, or just someone to talk 
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for 
further information.

Men’s Breakfast 
Group meets weekly
      The Back Mountain Men’s 
Ecumenical Group meets at the 
Irem Country Club for their weekly 
breakfast meetings at  8:00 a.m. on 
Thursdays.  All men are welcome 
to join the group.

Food Pantry in Sweet Valley 
open for those in need
     The new food pantry in Sweet Valley, located 
inside the Church of Christ on Main Road in Sweet 
Valley will be open to those in need of food on the 
first Friday of each month. Food donations are also 
being accepted.  For more information call 570-
477-2320.

Classmates from Lake-Lehman 
class of ‘59
       Lake-Lehman Class of 1959 invites all members to 
attend our 60th Class Reunion on Saturday, August 31, at 
River of Life Fellowship, Lehman, PA.  The meal cost is $15 
per person.  Reservations are required.  Casual dress.  For 
more info., or to make your reservation, call Dale, 570-760-
1146, Loydene at 570-477-3720, or Linda at 570-256-3249.

Dallas Class of 1974 plans reunion
      The Dallas High School Class of 1974 will have their 45th Annual Class 
Reunion on August 3, 2019 from 6 to 10 pm at the North Slope Brewing 
Company Rt. 309, Dallas. The reunion will feature a savory food buffet, 
cash bar, craft beer, trivia games, and live music by DymondCutter. 70’s Ap-
parel is encouraged but optional! The cost is $60.00 per person or $120.00 
per couple. Please send check or money order payable to “Barbara Roberts” 
by July 5, 2019 to: Barbara Roberts, P.O. Box 428, Dallas PA 18612.

Spaghetti Dinner and Basket Raffle 
Fund Raiser Planned

Harveys Lake Fire Co. Dance
    Join us at the Irem Shrine Country Club Pavilion in Dallas on Saturday, 
July 20 from 7:30 - 11:30 pm., doors open at 6:30pm. 
       Enjoy 4 hours of music by Tom Slick and The Grease Slappers and Pop 
Star Drive (formerly AM Radio). Donations are $25 per ticket and includes 
beer, soda, pizza, and hot dogs. Cash bar available.
       Tickets are available at Joe Nardone Gallery of Sound, Harveys Lake 
Borough Office, Dymond’s Farm Market & Bakery, Shavertown or by call-
ing (570) 639-1981 or (570) 639-1398. No tickets will be available at the 
door.
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Boy Scout Troop 281, Dallas, participated in the Memorial Day Parade

Flag Honor Guard in the Memorial Day Parade in Dallas are: Michael Strunk, John 
Redington, Connor Healy, and Max Gingo.

Flag Placement at Chapel Lawn Cemetery in Dallas. Troop 281 Honoring our fallen. 
First row: Noah Belfino, Brian Welby, Nicholas Belfino, Chase Specht, Phillip Specht, Nat 
Weely, Michael Ulichney, Shane Hummer, Aidan Somers, Noah Specht.  Second row:  Ben 
Bush, John Redington, Max Gingo, Matthew Oley, Logan Herman, Zack Coy, Michael 
Williams, Andrew Lewis, Jen Welby. Third row:  Paula Glacini, Cindy Williams, Andy 
Herman, Mark Chappel, Josh Coy, Nick Belfino, Not pictured were 14 others that partici-
pated and they also did flag placement at Fern Knoll Cemetery in Dallas
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Back Mountain Library announces addition 
of new Memorial Books
      In Memory of Pauline Kutz, “Gardentopia: design basics for creating beautiful out-
door spaces” by Jan Johnsen presented by Leslie Horoshko. In Memory of Pauline Kutz, 
“Past Present: living with heirlooms and antiques” by Susan Sully, presented by Julia 
and Ann Ross. In Memory of Pauline Kutz, “Antiques Handbook and Price Guide 2018-
2019” by Judith Miller, presented by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Podehl.
    In Memory of John McManus, “Cocker Spaniel” by Jane Simmonds, presented by 
Diane Goodell and Tom Gallagher. In Memory of Pauline Kutz, “Peonies: beautiful va-
rieties for home and garden” by Jane Eastoe, presented by Verda M. Beck. The follow-
ing books are in Memory of Pauline Kutz and presented by Patty Dowd: “Cottage by 
the Sea” by Debbie Macomber (large print), “Every Breath” by Nicholas Sparks (large 
print), “Dutch Girl: Audrey Hepburn and World War II” by Robert Matzen. The follow-
ing books are in Memory of Pauline Kutz and presented by Beth, Cathy,  Jessica, Dionna, 
Melanie, Sandy, and Chris: “ Dahlias: the beautiful varieties for home and garden” by 
Naomi Slade, “The Staub Cookbook: modern recipes for classic cast iron” by Amanda 
Frederickson, “ Vegetables Unleashed: a cookbook” by Jose Andres.   The following 
books are in Memory of Maryanne Gelso and are presented by Marsha and Sheldon 
Spear: “Magritte’s Marvelous Hat” by D.B. Johnson, “A Pig Parade is a Terrible Idea” 
by Michael Ian Black.
        Honor: The following books are in Honor of Cora, Katie, and Nicholaus Dreier and 
are presented  by James, Christine, Maryclare and Seamus McLaughlin: “The Pout-Pout 
Fish Cleans Up the Ocean” by Deborah Diesen, “The Earth Gives More” by Sue Fliess.

The Back Mountain Memorial Library lists the
following Upcoming Events
       The Back Mountain Memorial Library presents the 73rd  annual Li-
brary Auction! Join us for 4 nights of auction fun, as bidders vie for both an-
tiques and new goods.  But there’s so much more to enjoy.  Shop the many 
booths, buy a chance on a raffle basket or two, and have your choice of the 
many  food vendors while you greet your friends and neighbors - - all while supporting the Library!  
       Be sure to bring the kids for the Bid-Time events being held in the Children’s Room.  This year’s 
entertainment includes Galactic Puppets, a juggler, balloon animals, a reptile show, and more!  Other 
diversions are the Sand Art tent and a Games booth.  Catch the shuttle bus at Thomas’ Market in the 
Country Club Shopping Center for easy access to the Library grounds.  It all starts Thursday, July 11, 
and runs through Sunday.  Grounds are open from 4:00 to midnight. The summer isn’t complete with-
out a visit to this long-time community event.  The Library thanks you for your support!
       Time again for luscious fruits and delicious veggies: the Farmers’ Market will be back at the Dallas 
High School parking lot starting Saturday, July 6, from 9:00 to 2:00.  Locally-grown produce, baked 
goods, honey, jams, herbs, and more will be available for purchase.  The Market benefits the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library, and runs through October 12.
        This year’s Summer Reading  program, “A Universe of Stories”, has blasted off and will continue 
through the summer to the “Splashdown!” final party on August 22.  “Donuts and Discussion”, a book 
group for 9 to 12 year olds, still has a few spots available.  Read the selected book and discuss it over 
donuts with other tweens. Upcoming sessions are July 22 and August 5.  Call the Library to sign up and 
for the titles to read.
        A new Summer Reading group, “Readers Theatre”, is being held for children who have just 
completed grades 2, 3, or 4.  It runs from 2:00 to 3:00 PM on Mondays.  
Participants will read a story and then act it out, using imagination and im-
provisation to enter into the action.  Please call to sign up  for this fun activ-
ity which keeps reading skills sharp over the summer. Interesting upcoming 
Summer Reading programs include meeting local author Chetty D., who 
will hold a story time on his latest book, “Astro Duck”, Friday, July 19, at 
10:00 AM.  Naturalist Kathy Kelchner presents another of  her very popular 
programs Tuesday, July 23, at 1:00 PM on “Birds of  Pennsylvania”.  Come 
in Tuesday, July 30, at 1:00 PM for “Space Pillows”.   Debby Kirkwood 
will be guiding attendees in creating soft pillows that will make your space-
ship (or bedroom) cozy!    
       The Library invites you to spend a relaxing summer afternoon at their 
newest event,  “Books, Brew & BBQ” . This fundraiser for the Library 
renovation project features a BBQ meal and 1 craft beer, plus live music, 
raffle baskets, and a stunning view from the Irem Temple Country Club Pa-
vilion.   Craft beers will be provided by Susquehanna Brewing Co.  Join us 
Saturday, August 3, from 3:00 to 7:00, to have fun, dance, enjoy great food, 
meet your friends, and help the Library thrive!  Tickets are $24.00 each and 
available at the Library.
      News and Notices: The Library will be closed for Independence Day 
Thursday, July 4th .  Be aware that we also close at 12:30 during the days of 
the Auction, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.
       There is still time to volunteer at this year’s Auction by helping to set up 
the grounds.  Ages 12 and up, students or adults, are welcome to volunteer.  
Dates are July 7 to 10; times are Sunday, noon to 4 PM, Monday through 
Wednesday 9:30 to 4:30.  Keep in mind this is a great way to fulfill 
community service hours.  Call the Library to sign up. 
        The Slightly Used Bookshop announces their summer schedule.  They 
will be closed the week of the Auction.  Starting July 15 the bookstore will 
only be open Wednesdays from 10 to 7 and Saturdays from 10 to 2.  Regu-
lar hours return after Labor Day.  Contact us at 570-675-1182. And find so 
much more at our website at www.backmountainlibrary.org.

Don’t Miss the Annual
Back Mountain 

Memorial Library Auction!
July 11th thru July 14th!
Huntsville Road, Dallas
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Hunting License - NE Game 
Commission Office opens on 
July 6
     Pennsylvania Game Commission Northeast Region 
Director Daniel Figured announces the Northeast Region 
Office will be open from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 6, to accommodate persons wishing to purchase a 
hunting license.  
     “There is an annual rush to purchase general hunt-
ing licenses just prior to the initial sale of antlerless deer 
licenses,” Figured said. “We try to accommodate the 
increase in demand by offering additional office hours 
for license sales.” On Monday, July 8, county treasur-
ers will begin accepting antlerless license applications 
by mail from residents only, one per person, statewide. 
Normal business hours of the Game Commission North-
east Region Office are from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. The office is located at 3917 Memorial 
Highway in Dallas. The office phone number is (570) 
675-1143.

Dallas Rotary grateful for 
support from the community
    The members of the Dallas Rotary Club wish to thank 
our many friends and neighbors who supported our 7th 
annual Wine and Brewfest at the Luzerne County Fair-
grounds on June 22nd.   Along with our Golf Tourna-
ment at the Irem Country Club on September 16th, this 
fundraiser helps support our many projects and pro-
grams for children and adults in our community.
    Rotary is about leadership, compassion, an oppor-
tunity to give back, fellowship, making new friends, 
and family oriented projects and events.  Thank you for 
helping us do good things in the Back Mountain.   

Back Mountain 
Library Auction

July 11 thru July 14
Huntsville Road, Dallas
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Expires 7/31/19SUMMER HOURS:
Starting July 15 the bookstore will only be open Wed., from 10 to 
7pm & Sat., from 10 to 2.  Regular hours return after Labor Day. 

Hoagie sale 
planned
    The Loyalville United Methodist 
Church, 602 Loyalville Road, Har-
veys Lake is planning a Hoagie Sale 
on Tuesday, July 16, pickup time 
from 5:30 to 6:30 P.M.
   Hoagies made with salami, ham, 
bologna, and cheese, with the fol-
lowing packaged separately:  let-
tuce, tomato, and with or without 
onion. The cost is $5 each. Call 
church and order at 570-477-3521. 
Include name, phone number, and 
number of hoagies, and  please 
specify with or without onion.
    Cutoff date to order is Saturday, 
July 13,  at 570-477-3521
       Mark your calendar for the next 
church  dinner to be held on Satur-
day, August 10th - Spaghetti from 
4:30 P.M.- 6:30 P.M.

Idetown Fire Co. 
announces this 
year’s breakfast 
dates
       The Idetown Fire Company an-
nounces breakfast dates for 2019.  
July 7th, August  4th, September 
1st, October  6th, November 3rd 
and December 1st.   Our All You 
Can Eat Buffet includes bacon, ham, 
sausage, scrambled eggs, breakfast 
potatoes, pancakes, waffles, biscuits 
w/ sausage gravy, french toast sticks, 
made to order eggs and omelettes, 
OJ, coffee, fruit and pastries.  Cost 
is $10 for adult and $5 for  kids ages 
5-10. Time is 8am to 12 noon at the 
fire hall located at 138 State Route 
415, Dallas. Takeouts are available.

Date set for 
Dallas Rotary 
Charity Golf 
Classic
      Monday, September 16 has been 
set for the 37th annual Dallas Rotary 
Club Golf Classic to benefit Dallas 
Rotary Charities.
      The event will take place at the 
Irem Country Club, Dallas, and will 
begin with a shotgun start at 12:30.  
Watch for more details as they be-
come available.

At a recent meeting of the Dallas Borough Council, a presentation was 
made by Ted Horn, owner and supervisor of Disque Funeral Home, 
to Dallas Borough Police Department Chief James Drury.  The hand-
carried, light-weight personal Pop Ballistic Shield can be quickly de-
ployed and positioned in front of the officer to protect him or her from 
incoming gunfire.  The large bullet-proof surface area is folded for easy 
storage in the police cruiser, but can be popped open quickly with one 
hand.  It can also be used to protect civilians in the event of an incident.  
Ted and his wife Janice were pleased to be able to donate this life-sav-
ing device to the police department with the hope that the officers will 
never find themselves in a position where they have to use it.  From 
left: James Drury, Chief of Police, Dallas Borough; Ted Horn, owner 
and supervisor of Disque Funeral Home, Dallas; Tim Carroll, Mayor 
of Dallas Borough.   

Ballistic Shield donated to Dallas 
Borough Police Department
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      The Auction will run from Thurs-
day through Sunday with a rain date 
of Monday, July 15. Shuttle service 
is available to and from the Country 
Club Shopping Center in Dallas. 

A Summer Tradition, 73rd Annual Back Mountain Memorial Library Auction

Photo above: This is one of sever-
al baskets full of colorful melmac 
dinnerware that will be available 
for purchase at this year’s auc-
tion.

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

      The Back Mountain Memorial 
Library Auction will be held on July 
11, 12, 13, and 14 and the chair of 
the Antiques committee has been 
busy gathering goods for this year’s 
sale. 
      “We were very successful last 
year with items for a bar or a ‘man 
cave,’ so we have a nice collection 
of those kinds of things again,” 
said Diane Getz, Antiques Chair. 
“We have old bar signs, some neon 
lights, a guitar-shaped lighted Bud-
weiser sign, and even the door from 
a cab. Some really funky pieces.”
      The storage area is loaded with 
beautiful furniture including a wal-
nut table, an unusual marble-topped 
wash stand, an oak shaving mirror,

and four different glass-fronted 
cabinets. In addition, there are some 
very nice Victorian clocks, lovely 
quilts, framed artwork, and three 
Tiffany style lamp shades. There 
are also many lamps, chairs, some 
wrought iron furniture, and even a 
wedding gown.
       “We will have a Cash Corner 
again this year where we sell pre-
priced nice glassware, antique jew-
elry, and collectibles,” said Diane. 
“We replenish that throughout the 
auction so it is always worth a sec-
ond or third look.”
    “This year there will be a large 
viewing screen on the auction block 
so everyone will get a good look 
at what is being auctioned,” said 
Linda Martin, who also volunteers 
with the Antiques Committee. “It 
willmake it a lot easier for everyone 
to see especially the smaller items.”

Photo right: This donated door 
from a Metro cab is just one of 
the unusual items that you can 
purchase for your special place.

Photo shown right,  from left, are 
a Victorian child’s sled with bells, 
a wagon seat, and a 1960’s stroll-
er, all set to be sold at this year’s 
Library Auction.



Celebrate Your Financial 
Independence Day
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
MF Advisers, Inc. & MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.

     In honor of our nation’s birthday, I’d like to say 
Happy Fourth of July to all our readers!  In the 
United States, there are certain freedoms we are 
lucky to have compared to people in other nations 
around the world.  One of those freedoms is the ability to control our own fi-
nancial situation through our hard work, brains, and/or perseverance.  Ques-
tion is: how are you fairing in this very important area of life?  I’ve got a 
few ideas to help you celebrate your financial Independence Day (hopefully 
sooner rather than later and – if you’re there already - congratulations)!
       First, how’s your budget?  If you don’t have one, it’s hard to know 
whether you’re succeeding or failing in your inflow / outflow game.  If you 
have debt, you’re raising children, planning for college and/or retirement 
you need a budget.  Do yourself a favor and figure out a way to track what 
you’re doing with your money (lots of options today) because your finan-
cial Independence Day gets here a lot sooner when you have one in place.
      Second, how’s your financial plan?  Much like the budget you now have 
in place (you did make a budget, RIGHT?), you’ve got to figure out what 
goals you’re working towards and set a dollar amount AND a time frame to 
achieve said goals.  Flying by the seat of your pants when paying off debt, 
saving money for retirement, or saving for junior’s college fund is NOT the 
ideal course of action.  Why worry whether you’re on track to meet your 
goals when you can track your progress and know right where you stand?  
Financial Independence Day will never be achieved unless you get this in 
place as well.
       Third, work towards eliminating all bad debts, and – by bad debts – I 
mean unnecessary credit card balances (think store credit cards), any loans 
with high interest rates, etc.  Generally speaking, debt that is considered ac-
ceptable is mortgages (if you feel you’re paying too much, you can always 
look at  refinancing options), student loans (if rates are too high, see advice 
re: refinancing), and business loans (same applies for rates here as well).  
Debt generally keeps us from achieving our financial Independence Day 
sooner, so trying to eliminate it is one of the smartest things you can do 
(debt snowball, anyone?).
       If you implement (or plan to implement) these 3 financial practices into 
your life (perhaps you need the right financial advisor?), you’ve just upped 
your chances of reaching your financial independence day that much soon-
er.  Be a patriotic American this year and get yourself on track to celebrate 
your own financial independence day!  After all, you owe it to yourself as 
an American...and you’re welcome!
       Find an experienced financial advisor who helps clients achieve financial 
independence, works for an RIA firm, earns his/her money from fees (NOT 
commissions), believes in having an abundance of investment  choices for 
clients, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesperson, and 
chances are you’ve found the right financial advisor to help you prepare and 
plan for your goals. For more information, please visit  http://www.mfadvis-
ers.com, email  marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524.
       About  MF Advisers, Inc. ~ MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-
only RIA firm and fiduciary based in PA & FL specializing in 403(b)s, 529 
college savings plans, wealth management, investment advice, and finan-
cial planning (including retirement planning). With 20+ years of licensed 
experience, over 10 years of professional education, and an unwavering 
commitment to improving your financial situation, MF Advisers, Inc. is the 
advisory firm to best serve YOU. Facebook  |  Twitter  |  LinkedIN
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     The tradition of auction artists 
continues once again at the 73rd 
Annual Back Mountain Library 
Auction.  Sue Hand has painted the 
auction “in situ,” on location, for 
over 25 years.  She will be assisted 
by fellow artist, Michael Hiscox,  an 
art teacher at the Scranton School 
for the Deaf, who has participated 
for the past several years and who 
also teaches with Sue at her studio 
during the summer months.   
      Joining Sue and Mike this year 
will be three of their art students, 
Maya Gross, 6th  grade; Lindsay 
Matinas, 7th   grade; and Keerstyn 
Tabor, 7th  grade. 
      Visitors to the Auction will see 
the artworks come to life, July 11, 
12 and 13, the three days preceding 
the auction of their paintings.
      All three paintings produced by 
the auction art team will go over the 
auction block on the last evening, 
July 14, to raise money in support 
of the Back Mountain Memorial 
Library. 

The Tradition of Auction Artists continues at the Annual Library Auction

Shown above in photo, first row are: Sue Hand, Keerstyn Tabor,  Lindsay Matinas, and Maya Gross. Stand-
ing behind is Michael Hiscox.

Wyoming Valley 
Civil War Round 
Table announces 
meeting
     The Wyoming Valley Civil War 
Round Table will meet on Thurs-
day, July 11, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
lower level of the Daddow-Isaacs 
American Legion, 730 Memorial 
Highway, Dallas. 
     The program for the evening 
is entitled “I am sane! I am Mary 
Todd Lincoln” and will be pre-
sented by Meg Geffken, teacher and 
oral interpreter, from Benton.  Mary 
Todd Lincoln will reveal the story 
of her White House years and her 
institutional “stay.” After the death 
of her husband and three sons she 
was committed to an asylum for 
the insane, then legally proved her 
sanity. The program is open to the 
public.  A three dollar donation will 
be accepted for non-members. New 
members are always welcome. For 
information contact John at (570) 
675-8936.



Community News • July 2019 • Page 20

Boback Announces 
July Outreach 
Hours
     Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lacka-
wanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today 
announced her outreach events and 
satellite hours for July. Representa-
tives from several different orga-
nizations will offer assistance at 
her district offices throughout the 
month.
     “I encourage residents of the 
117th District to take advantage of 
these outreach opportunities. My 
staff and I look forward to helping 
people with their state-related mat-
ters,” said Boback.
     A member of Boback’s staff will 
be available at the following loca-
tions and times: Tuesday, July 9, 9-
11 a.m. – Hunlock Township Build-
ing, 33 Village Drive, Hunlock 
Creek. American Legion claims 
consultant will hold office hours at 
the Tunkhannock district office, lo-
cated at 133 W. Tioga St., Suite 4, 
in Tunkhannock from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Area veterans may seek assis-
tance and information pertaining to 
specific benefits and programs. Ad-
ditional meetings will be held on the 
first Wednesday of every month.
    The Mobile Veterans Center 
will be in the Brady and Cavany 
Ace Hardware Store parking lot in 
Eaton Township on Monday, July 
8, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Some of 
the services available for veterans 
and their dependents include indi-
vidual, group, family and bereave-
ment counseling; medical referrals; 
assistance in applying for Veterans 
Affairs benefits; employment coun-
seling; guidance and referrals; and 
alcohol and drug assessments.
    On Tuesday, July 9, a staff mem-
ber from the Pennsylvania Office 
of Attorney General will be at the 
Dallas district office from 10 a.m. 
to noon to provide assistance with 
consumer affairs and fraud issues.
       A representative from the Wilkes 
University Small Business Devel-
opment Center will be at the Dallas 
district office on Wednesday, July 
24, from 9-11 a.m. Constituents in-
terested in starting a small business 
or who need assistance with their 
business can receive free counsel-
ing and advice.
        For more legislative informa-
tion, visit Boback’s website at Rep-
Boback.com.

Trinity Presbyterian Church Men’s Club recently held a chicken barbecue
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

      Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Men’s Club held a chicken bar-
becue on Saturday, June 22, in the 
church hall in Dallas. The ever-pop-
ular menu included Tom Pickett’s 
recipe for barbecue chicken. An-
other popular part of the meal is the 
wonderful selection of home-baked 
desserts. 
     The next church sponsored din-
ner is scheduled for October. Trinity Men’s Club member Jim Snyder 

is pictured with youth volunteers Ella and 
Brandon Fleschut.

Some of the members of the Trinity Church Men’s Club 
who helped out at the dinner, from left, are Doug Stevens, 
President Ken Jones, Tom Pickett, and Rich Burkhardt. 

Alice Kocher, left, and Carol Hobbs were in 
charge of ticket sales for the dinner.

Photo right: Pastor Jennifer 
Baer posed for a photo with 
her daughter Natalie and 
Carlene McCaffrey, seated 
right.
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Harveys Lake Protective Association 
to Celebrate 100th Anniversary

Harveys Lake Protection Association Committee for the 100th An-
niversary Celebration to be held at the Beaumont Inn Pavilion on 
Saturday, August 24, 2019. Pictured above are committee members: 
Betsy Stankus, Susan Fischbein, Gerry DuBoice, Rose Bulman (Secre-
tary-Treasurer), and Frank Lutinski (President). Absent from photo: 
JoAnn Jones, Mark Sobeck and Ed Stankus.

Roast Beef Dinner Planned
    Patterson Grove will have a Roast Beef dinner on Friday, July 12, 4:30-
7:00pm.  Take out’s are available.   Patterson Grove Campmeeting also an-
nounces that Campmeeting will be July 21 – August 4, 2019.  Evangelist for 
the first week is Gary DeSanto and for the second week is Jerry Coleman.  All 
evening services begin at 7:15pm.  Weekday programs for children, youth, and 
adults.  Contact Patterson Grove Campmeeting, P.O. Box 64, Huntington Mills, 
PA 18622, for a brochure.

Robert Dolbear Receives 50-Year Masonic Service Award

George M. Dallas Lodge No. 531 Free and Accepted Masons recently presented Robert Dolbear Sr. with his 
50-year Masonic Service Award at the Village of Greenbriar Assisted Living Center.  Pictured above  at the 
presentation are: Bro. C. Randall Huff, Senior Warden, Bro. Jeffery O’Donnell, Worshipful Master, Bro. 
Robert Dolbear Sr., Bro. Barry Wagner PM, Secretary and Bro. William Brown PM.
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Representatives of the Gary A. Michak Memorial Scholarship Fund recently presented its first scholarship to a 
family who are members of the Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA. The first recipients of the scholarship are Shelby 
and Zaydyn Maxwell, of Wilkes-Barre, who enrolled in the Y daycare program this year. The scholarship helped 
Shelby start her career knowing that Zaydyn was safe at the Y.  Courtney Michak established the Fund in 2018 
in honor of her late husband, Gary, to support youth and families at the Wilkes-Barre Y. The Y currently hosts 10 
scholarship funds that provide a meaningful way for a family, foundation, or company to honor a special person 
while carrying his or her legacy forward. The Michak Memorial Fund is supported by a local charity bicycle event 
that is held annually in August. Last year, the Gary A. Michak Lake Fest Bike Ride raised $20,000 for the fund 
and organizers hope this year’s ride will be equally successful.  We are asking local businesses and friends of Gary 
to visit the rideforgary.org website to sponsor the event. All contributions are tax deductible and given directly to 
the Wilkes Barre YMCA.  
The Second Annual Gary A. Michak Lake Fest Ride 2019 will be held on August 3 in conjunction with Lake Fest 
at Harvey’s Lake. The ride starts at 8 a.m. from the Harvey’s Lake Beach Club (Pole 186). Riders can register 
online at rideforgary.org or on the day of the ride starting at 7:30 a.m. All cycling enthusiasts and friends are 
invited to participate. Triathletes are welcome to swim and run pre- and post-ride. It will also be a day of fun at 
the Harvey’s Lake Beach Club with music, food, and festivities. The ride will also include a wrap-up event with 
refreshments following the ride at the Harvey’s Lake Beach Club. The “Ride for Gary” committee is collaborat-
ing with Lake Fest, the YMCA, and numerous bicycle clubs, and is expecting a tremendous turnout for the event. 
Committee members are Courtney Michak, Randy Kemmerer, Charlie Hayes, Lauran Hall, Jennifer Abruzzo, 
Sean McGrath, Rich Brown, Joe McHugh, Frank Picchi, Sue Grabowski, Thomas Michak, and Ariana Michak. 
For additional information on the Ride or the scholarship, please call Courtney Michak at 570-255-5503, or log on 
to the committee’s website at rideforgary.org
Shown in photo above: The 2018 recipients of the Gary A. Michak Memorial Scholarship are Shelby and Zaydyn 
Maxwell, pictured center, who are members of the Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA. Presenting the scholarship are, 
from left, Randall Kemmerer and Courtney Michak, organizers of the annual Michak Bike Ride which supports 
the Scholarship Fund, and Jennifer Brennan (YMCA Director of Education and Child Care Services) and Jim 
Thomas (Chief Executive Officer YMCA).

Gary A. Michak Lake Fest Ride, Awards First Scholarship

George M. Dallas Lodge No. 531 Recognizes Service Anniversaries

George M. Dallas Lodge No. 531 Free and Accepted Masons recently recognized the following members for 
their service anniversaries.  Pictured from left are: Bro. Robert Besecker Sr. 60-years, Bro. Frank Wagner 
Jr. Past Master 60-years, Bro. James Besecker Jr. 70-years, Bro. Thomas Craig, District Deputy Grand 
Master of the 12th Masonic District of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, Bro. Harold Smith 50-years, Bro. 
Carl Coates 50-years, Bro. Frank Paczewski 50-years and Bro. Thomas Van Horn 50-years.
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Dallas Rotary Club recently held its 7th annual Wine and Brew Fest
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

     The Dallas Rotary Club held its 
7th  annual festival at the Luzerne 
County Fairgrounds on a sunny, 
Saturday, June 22. This year several 
breweries were added to the vendor 
list so the name was changed to the 
Wine and Brewfest.
     The event centers on tasting and 
purchasing wine, cider, and beer 
from a large selection of wineries 
and breweries. In addition, there 
was much more available during 
the fun day. 
     Vendors were on hand selling 
things like crafts, plants, tee shirts, 
jewelry, hats and even fan birds. 
Food vendors provide choices like 
barbeque, hot dogs, pizza, candy, 
desserts, and dips. “We have pulled 
pork, hamburgers, and a baked po-
tato bar, which is new this year,” 
said Brenda Spencer, who is with 
the Lake Lehman Band Boosters. 
“We even have frozen candy bars.”
       Lake-Lehman High School se-
nior KaileeAnna Steele volunteered

to help the Rotarians with the event 
as part of her senior project. “I 
helped set up the glassware today 
and helped to set up the VIP tent, 
among some other things,” said 
KaileeAnna. “I like to get involved 
with local projects, to help out our 
community.”
       The day also included music 
from the Dan Reynolds Duo, Big 
Daddy Dex, Stealing Neal, and 
Flaxy Morgan. Chairmen for this 
year’s event were Todd Buckley 
and    Colette   Mahoney.    If    you 

missed the fun at this year’s Dallas 
Rotary Club Wine and Brewfest, 
plan to attend the 8th  annual event 
next summer. 
      The Rotary Club is a volunteer 
organization with members who 
do good things for and in our com-
munity. For more information or to 
join, go to their Facebook page at 
Rotary Club of Dallas PA. 

Pictured ready to hand out commemorative glasses to ticket holders, 
from left, are Sandy Peoples, Kate Pitkat, Charlotte Williams, and 
Glenda Pomrinke. 

Photo right: Volunteers from the 
Rotary Club and the Luzerne 
County Fairgrounds board help 
at the annual event.  From left 
are: Paul and Melissa Saxon, 
Judy Kmetz, John Doerfler, Ron 
Fitch, and Ken Chapple.

Some members of the Lake-Lehman Band Boosters who worked at the 
food booth, from left, are Cindy DeRosa, Rob Neyhard, Bob Spencer, 
Tracey McGurk, and Brenda Spencer. 
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