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Dallas Rotary Children’s Christmas event
took on a new look

Shown in photo above, from left are: Art Peoples, Maureen Doerfler, Kim Reynolds, Jerry Reisch, Joan
Hockenbury, Paul Saxon, Melissa Saxon, and Santa played by Richard Burkhardt.
Contributed by Sandy Peoples
On December 19 the Dallas
Rotary Club held their annual Children’s Christmas Shopping Spree
in a new way. Because of the virus,
it was conducted as a “drive-thru,

pick up gifts” event. Rotary Chairperson Kim Reynolds and her
hard-working committee contacted
the parents and guardians of the
school-selected children, and volunteers shopped without the children, but by using their wish lists

to ensure that every child would
have a safe and Merry Christmas.
Many grateful families came
to the Lake-Lehman High School
parking lot to pick up their children’s gifts from Santa and Dallas
Continued on page 2.
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Dallas Rotary Children’s Christmas event took on a new look
Continued from cover.
Rotary’s hearty volunteers who
braved temperatures in the teens to
make sure that the 45 children from
Lake-Lehman, Dallas and Northwest School Districts would have a
“wishes come true” holiday.
The committee and shoppers
did an incredible job navigating
their way through adjustments and
changes during these challenging
times to make this special day possible for the children.

The Rotarians were joined by
Joan Hockenbury, the Manager of
McDonald’s in Shavertown, who
gave each child a warm knit hat, a
gift card for a free happy meal, and
a bag stuffed with other goodies.
Families drove in, one by one, to
have the Rotarians and Santa load
up their trunks with very large colorful bags full of clothing and a toy
or two to give these children the
Christmas experience that many of
us had as children.
As the children spotted Santa,
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they bounced up and down in the
back seats (as much as their seat
belts would allow) when they saw
that he had big bags of gifts “just
for them,” and parents in the front
seats were expressing their thanks
to Rotary for the help they so desperately needed this year. One
parent confessed that there would
have been no Christmas gifts at
their house this year if Rotary had
not stepped in to help. There were
smiles all around!
Working together, the Dallas
Rotary was able to make a difference in the lives of these precious
little children.

Read Back Mountain
Community News
FREE Online at:

www.communitynews
online.net

It’s All Good News ...
Where Community Matters.

Dallas Borough Schedule for the Curbside
Pick Up, Recycling of Christmas Trees

The Dallas Borough Road Department will commence curbside collection
of Christmas trees on January 4, 2021 and continue through until January 22,
2021. Christmas trees must have all decorations removed prior to being placed
curbside. Do NOT place trees on the roadway or in swales/ditches. Residents
are to refrain from placing their trees curbside prior to weather predictions for
snow and/or freezing rain events.
Dallas Borough thanks our residents for their assistance and cooperation in
the Christmas tree collection program. Any questions or comments may be
directed to the Administrative Office at 570-675-1389.

Back Mountain Memorial Library announces
the addition of new Memorial Books

In Memory of Aunt Lois, “How to Raise an Elephant” by Alexander McCall
Smith (large print), presented by Libby Vetter.
The following books are in Memory of Megan Elizabeth Oravitz and are
presented by Grammy and Papa, Christmas 2020: “Moo-Moo, I Love You” by
Tom Lichtenheld. “She Persisted in Sports” by Chelsea Clinton. “The Boy and
the Gorilla” by Jackie Azua Kramer.
The following books are in Memory of William Yankalunas and are presented by Michael and Tish Last: “National Geographic Kids Beginner’s World
Atlas”. “National Geographic Kids World Atlas”. “National Geographic Kids
My First Atlas of the World”. “National Geographic Kids Beginner’s United
States Atlas”. “National Geographic Kids United States Atlas”. “My First Atlas
of the 50 States” by Georgia Beth.
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Trucksville Early Education Center held their
annual Thanksgiving program

Food Pantry in
Sweet Valley open

The new food pantry in Sweet Valley, located inside the Church of Christ
on Main Road in Sweet Valley will be
open to those in need of food on the
first Friday of each month. Food donations are also being accepted. For
more information call 570-477-2320.

HELP WANTED

Person to do yard work and
maintenance on large property
on regular basis.
Dallas between Harveys Lake
and Route 309.
Call 570-849-0235

Dallas Rotarians ring the bells

Trucksville Early Education Center celebrated Thanksgiving with their annual Kindergarten holiday program. This year they performed for parents on Zoom. Children seated in front are: Brynlee Singer, Grace
McGarry. First row: Sue Collins, Arianna Cella, Maeve Withrow, Zeb Salazar-Traver and Caity Banks.
Second row: Braxton Baker, Brady Davis, Soraya Lotfipour, Natalie Kohl, and Devin Clark.

On December 4 and 5, more than two dozen members of the Dallas Rotary once again braved the cold weather to take turns ringing the bells
for the Salvation Army. They raised hundreds of dollars to fulfill their
mission to serve others. Rotarian Ted Horn was this year’s chairman
of this annual event. Shown in photo above, from left are: Rotarians
Janice Horn and Ken Chapple.
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Expires 1/30/21

Rural Health Corporation of NEPA (RHC)
Monroe - Noxen Health Center Conducts Blood Drive

RHC Monroe Noxen Health Center coordinated a recent blood drive with the help of the Miller-Keystone
Blood Center. A total of fifteen collections were received that day. Future blood drives are planned for the
community. The RHC Monroe-Health Center provides primary and preventive medical and dental care
as well as pharmacy services. For more information on all services and other locations, please see www.
rhcnepa.com
Shown in photo from left are: Johanna Jones RN, Samantha Lee, Hemali Javia DDS, Elizabeth David RDH,
PHDHP, Mary Ann Kapral, Sara Mead CMA, Gregg Novak DO, Beth Miner, Marybeth Fino RPH, Pam
Canvany, Cheryl Reeves, Lyric Womer LPN, and JoAnn Dutko PA-C.

Expires 1/30/21

News from the Back Mountain
Memorial Library

The recent alarming spike in coronavirus cases has led to the Library being temporarily closed to the public. Check our website for updates on our
status. We will continue to provide books and materials to our patrons
through curbside pick-up. Items throughout the Luzerne County Library
System will still be available, as well. Request your items by calling the
Library and speaking to a staff member, or you can place your holds from
home. We can provide a selection from a specific author or a certain genre if
you’re not sure what to request. A list of our newest books can be found on
our website. Patrons are limited to 7 holds at a time, and must have a valid
library card to request items. Once your items are ready for pick-up, you
have 2 days to come for them. Use the side door for pick-ups. You can also
call from the parking lot and a staff member will deliver them to your car.
The Children’s Room offers “Book Bundle” curbside selections for
those who are not sure what to select for their children. Answer a few simple questions and we will put together a bundle to suit their interests.
The Slightly Read Bookstore will continue to be open, but with reduced
hours and days. We recommend that you call before coming to verify that
they will be able to serve you.
If you are stuck inside by the weather—or by the pandemic—try our
cloudLibrary e-books system. Follow the step-by-step instructions on our
website to download the free app to your device, and you’ll never be caught
with nothing to read again!
The Library renovations are now well underway. We look forward to
seeing all the planning, fund-raising, and hard work result in a beautiful,
more spacious, more handicapped-accessible building. We think this is a
fitting celebration of the Library’s 75th Anniversary, by preparing for the
next 75 years of service to the community!
Those patrons who are members of the First Reader Book Club or our
Silver Screen DVD Club should renew their memberships for 2021 now.
The Book Club provides a dedicated selection of novels and non-fiction,
and the DVD Club has the latest releases of current movies.
The giant gingerbread house that graces the Children’s Room has led to
our Great Gingerbread Challenge. This season, make a “gingerbread” creation inspired by a favorite book. Bake it or draw it or craft it, take a picture
and we’ll post it on the BMML Children’s Room Facebook page for others
to see. Get creative and let us see what you can build!
Contact us at 570-675-1182 and find so much more at our website at
www.backmountainlibrary.org
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Lions Club bell ringing with Santa Residents of the Meadows received a special gift

The Dallas lions Club, as they have for several years, rang the bells for
the Salvation Army. The bell-ringing took place during Thanksgiving
week and was more productive than ever. Last year the club received
a plaque for the second highest amount collected for the local Salvation
Army and this year the collection was considerably higher.
Because of the pandemic so many people obviously are acutely aware
of the needs of the Salvation Army and were even more generous this
year. The Kettles were placed between City Market and the Wine &
Spirits store in Dallas.
Pictured from left to right are: Lions Don Berlew, Frank Rollman, Lion
Cubs Brianna and Chase Rost and Santa.

Christmas came early
for residents at the Meadows
Apartments in Dallas.
It was not Santa who
brought them gifts, but 14
year old Juliet Price. She had
been collecting donations for
this project since before her
birthday last month.
Her
birthday request was donations for these gift bags and
her friends and family donated generously.
Juliet made ornaments
for each of the 120 residents.
Every gift bag also contained
a hand-made card, some peppermint candy, and a few
small gifts. She decorated
each bag and filled them with
all of the goodies, then took
them to the residents at the
apartment building.
Juliet left the gift bags at
each person’s door. Hoping
to bless their Christmas when
they opened the door to find the beautifully decorated bag full of gifts.
Juliet has been organizing projects like this for a few years. Always trying to bless others. She would not be able to
reach so many if it was not for the help of her wonderful friends and family. Juliet says that, “She hopes that others
will be inspired by what she does, to do similar projects.” Juliet has already started planning her next project for the
spring! Shown in photo, Juliet is surrounded by gift bags that were given to the residents for the Holiday.
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Wyoming Seminary Lower School Students donate gifts to Children and Youth
Wyoming Seminary Lower
School students recently participated
in the school’s annual Holiday Gift
Giving Community Service Project,
benefitting the Luzerne County Children and Youth Social Services.
About 200 students in grades
4-8 and school faculty and staff purchased more than 400 gifts to be donated to Children and Youth, which
distributes the gifts to needy children
later in December.
This is the 26th year that Lower
School students have participated
in the gift-giving program. Several
eighth-grade students are seen with
some of the collected gifts; from left:
Phineas Ruderman, West Pittston;
Clare Griffin, Kingston; Elizabeth
Mantush, Hanover Township; and
Jayce Decker, Hunlock Creek.
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Dairy Maid attends Old Fashioned
Christmas

Dairy Maid Juliet Price attended the Old fashioned Christmas Event
at Delkanics Greenhouse. She gave customers key rings and wristbands that reminded them, “Your Milk Comes From a Good Place”.
Juliet also took some time to share information about the “Fill a Glass
With Hope” program. The dairy court collects donations and has fundraisers to support this program. Through The Fill a Glass With Hope
program fresh local milk is donated to the Weinberg food bank to be
distributed to local families who need it. If you would like more information about the Luzerne County Dairy Court, or the work they
do, please contact them through their facebook page “Luzerne County
Dairy Princess Promotions Team”. Pictured: Luzerne County Dairy
Maid Juliet Price.

Republican Women of Luzerne County are pleased to
announce two Young Republican Scholarship winners

Republican Women of Luzerne County are pleased to announce two Young Republican Scholarship winners for spring semester 2021. Lauren Golden of Wyoming, a sophomore at Wilkes University, won a $1,000
scholarship, and Jordan Harrison of Hunlock Creek, a junior at Wilkes University, won a $500 scholarship.
Criteria was to be a Luzerne County registered Republican student attending a Luzerne County college or
university. Judges awarded the scholarships based on the students’ applications and essays.
The scholarship checks were presented at the RWofLC December meeting and Christmas party at Leggio’s
Restaurant, Dallas, on December 9. Both Lauren and Jordan were invited to tell about themselves and their
plans for the future.
Presentation of checks from left are: Joyce Dombroski Gebhardt, Scholarship judge; Linda Shypulefski,
Scholarship Committee Chairperson; Terry Eckert, Scholarship judge; Jordan Harrison, Scholarship recipient; Lauren Golden, Scholarship recipient; Debra Betzko, Scholarship judge; Deborah Barbose, Republican Women president and Scholarship judge.
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Legion Logbook

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post
672 did not meet in December due to precautions
in the building. The covid epidemic is becoming
a determiment for all of the Post activities. However, I hope that on December 7, you remembered
its significance. Let us never forget December Clarence J. Michael
7, 1941. Anyone such as myself who was young
Past Commander
Dallas American
enough to remember the WWII years, as well as
Legion, Post 672
those veterans who fought and are still living, will
never forget those perilous times.
The one significant event that occurred this month was the ceremony of Wreaths Across America. The local ceremony was held at various cemeteries, the County Courthouse, and the VA under the auspices of
the Legion Riders of Luzerne County. This tradition began as one man’s
annual tribute to our veterans. Morrill Worcester owner of Worcester
Wreath Company of Harrington, Maine, as a 12-year old won a trip to
Washington, D.C. and visited Arlington Cemetery which made a lasting
impression upon him. He realized later on, that his fortune was due to the
values of the nation and the veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice for
their countrymen. In 1992 he had a surplus of wreaths and he decided to
put them on the graves at Arlington Cemetery. Many individuals and corporations helped. This went on for several years until 2005 when it gained
national attention. Many wanted to help at Arlington and also national
and state cemeteries across the USA and the Patriot Guard Riders became
an instrumental part. In 2007 Wreaths Across America was founded. In
2014 over 700,000 wreaths with thousands of volunteers continued the
practice. Today over 2,100 locations in the U.S., at sea, and abroad have
received wreaths. Donations are accepted and Post 672 has supported this
endeavor. Now, isn’t that a nice, positive story to end our year with?
Smile! I’ll have one more try. From the American Legion Magazine:
An Army recruit was assigned guard duty at 2 A.M., but couldn’t help
nodding off. He awakened to find the officer of the day standing before
him. Remembering the penalty for sleeping on duty, he kept his head
bowed for another moment, then looked up reverently and said “Amen”.
(Well, I tried).
Tentatively, our next monthly meeting will be on January 12 at 7:30
P.M. Commander Darlene Kupstas invites all Post members and prospective members to attend. Hope everyone had a MERRY CHRISTMAS
and wishes for all the best in the NEW YEAR!
Get your vaccine shot when available and God Bless America.

Robert H. Spitz Foundation Supports PA 211 NE/ Help Line

Family Service Association of
Northeastern Pennsylvania is excited to announce the Robert H. Spitz
Foundation is generously supporting PA 211 NE/ Help Line with a
grant in the amount of $10,000. PA
211 NE/ Help Line began services
in 1972 and have expanded operations since that time.
Gertrude C. McGowan, Esq.,
Chief Executive Officer, of the
Family Service Association of
Northeastern Pennsylvania which
oversees PA 211 NE said, “These
funds are desperately needed at this
time. There is more need than ever
due to the unprecedented impact to
the economy from COVID-19. We
are so grateful to the Robert Spitz
Foundation for its support.”
PA 211 NE which projects at
least 70% of its callers to be at or
below the Federal Poverty Level,
provides a free telephone, text, and web information and referral service to thousands of human services needs
ranging from food, housing insecurity, emergency shelter, aging, access to physical and mental health services,
child abuse/ neglect reports, drug and alcohol services, utility assistance, homelessness, and victim services.
The Family Service Association of Northeastern Pennsylvania was established in 1895 by a group of involved
and concerned members of the community to provide diverse services to children, individuals, seniors, and families
empowering them to achieve their full potential through building healthier relationships and stronger communities.
The Robert H . Spitz Foundation is a registered 501c3 nonprofit organization that supports initiatives and programs
serving the residents of Lackawanna County and Northeastern Pennsylvania. Scranton Area Community Foundation has served as the administrator of the Robert H . Spitz Foundation since 2016.
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New Year’s Financial Resolutions

Thank You for letting us serve you in 2020.
Looking forward to serving you in 2021.

By Martin A. Federici, Jr.,
CEO of MF Advisers, Inc. &
MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.

Let’s face facts: after the holiday season shopping is finished, most of us find that our bank accounts are somewhat smaller than we
hoped they would be. With that in mind, here are 10 steps everyone can utilize
to start off the new year on a smarter note money-wise and hopefully stick with
throughout the new year (goodbye 2020!):
1. Stop getting nickeled & dimed by everyone – and don’t start doing it to
everyone else. Why let stores, friends, family, etc., take advantage of you when
it comes to money? Be fair about money matters and don’t get taken advantage
of by anyone. Instead, use coupons, negotiate better deals / terms (especially
when it comes to insurances and large purchases), and ask firmly but nicely
(mind your manners!) for the money you’re owed. Please stop drawing the
short straw in these situations – you deserve better.
2. Put a budget in place AND stick to it. No sense in spending your money
without a clue – let’s figure out how to better use this green stuff, eh? Nothing
will help you do that better than really seeing what money comes in the door
and goes out. No excuses either – plenty of cheap and easy to use software/
apps/tools that can help you create/track your budget. After you do this, you can
figure out where you need to improve and work towards those goals.
3. Put a financial plan in place AND stick to it. See #2 above. Make sure
your investments/tax situations are where they need to be with your goals in
mind ... whatever those goals may be.
4. Eliminate terrible debt. The big-box store plastic is probably the #1
problem for most people. The only acceptable debts (if the interest rates are
reasonable) are mortgages, car loans, home improvement loans, business loans,
and college loans. Negotiate lower rates whenever possible – no need to pay
more interest than you should.
5. Get a sufficient emergency fund in place NOW. This way, you won’t
resort to using plastic when you have one of those “uh-oh” moments. Ideally,
save 3 mos. of income for starters...if you can get up to 1 year of income saved
for your “rainy day” fund, that would be best.
6. Improve your health ... yes, this affects your money! We’d all like
to spend less money on medications/prescriptions, doctor’s visits (except your
regular checkups), etc. Eating better (you can contact me about this too – I have
some knowledge to share) and regular exercise (try to start somewhere – even if
it’s just taking a walk to start the day, after lunch, and/or after dinner) are truly
your financial “friends”. If you make some healthy changes, you will spend less
money for many types of insurances going forward and enjoy a better quality of
life. Who doesn’t want to have more money and be healthier?
7. Take care of the (big) things you have. No sense in spending money
frequently on big-ticket items. Make them last for a while. Maintenance is key,
especially when it comes to vehicles, boats, your home, properties, etc.
8. Be satisfied with what you have. Too many people play that silly game
called “Keeping up with the Joneses”. Having the latest big-screen TV in every
room in your house is not wise if you don’t have enough saved for retirement or
for little Suzie’s college education. Prioritize the things that really matter – delay instant gratification instead of having the “I need this yesterday” mentality
that gets far too many people into financial trouble.
9. Avoid doing dumb things. What I mean is that people take legal action
against other people every day, so refrain from giving the sue-happy crowd any
reason to come after you. There’s a reason there are a lot of attorneys in the
good ol’ U.S. of A ..... and, last (but not least) ...
10. Learn something new financially every day. Even if it seems like something
trivial, the more you educate yourself about financial matters, the better financial decisions you’ll tend to make. Hire a qualified financial professional
who educates you on a regular basis – this 10th step (if you hire the right advisor) can easily help you with the previous 9 steps!
Happy New Year everyone – let’s make 2021 the best (financial) year yet!
For more information please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com , email
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524. About MF Advisers,
Inc., MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, fee-only RIA firm and fiduciary
based in PA & FL specializing in wealth management, investment advice,
and financial planning (including retirement planning).
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Keeping with a holiday tradition, the
Dallas Lions decorated the tree on the
Post Office lawn

The Dallas Lions Club recently decorated the tree on the Post Office
lawn in the center of Dallas and put up a Christmas display for all to
enjoy. The tree lights were lit on Thanksgiving Eve and the following were present for the lighting: First row: Lion Cubs, Brianna and
Chase Rost; second row: Lion President Dave Keating, Lions Don
Berlew, Frank Rollman, Eileen Gallup and Joanie Keating. The Lions
Club wishes all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Wyoming Seminary athlete to continue Academic and
athletic career at Holy Cross

Abigail Santo of Dallas, senior athlete on the Wyoming Seminary Blue Knights varsity girls field hockey
team, will continue her academic and athletic career at the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., a
NCAA Div. I program, in fall, 2021. The Holy Cross Crusaders compete in the Patriot League. Seen during
her announcement are, seated from left: Jennifer Santo, mother; Abigail Santo ’21, student-athlete; and
Kelly Santo ’23, sister. Standing: Mackenzie Gagliardi ’15, Sem assistant field hockey coach; Margaret Kerrick, assistant field hockey coach; Karen Klassner, director of athletics and varsity head girls field hockey
coach; and Kim Barbacci, assistant field hockey coach.

Wyoming Seminary rower Wasik
to attend Drake University

Noam Wasik of Harveys Lake, a senior crew team member at Wyoming
Seminary, will continue her academic and athletic career at Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa in fall, 2021. She will row for the Drake Bulldogs who compete in the NCAA Div. I, Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC). Seen following her announcement are, seated from
left: Dr. Leamor Kahanov, mother; Noam Wasik, student-athlete; and
Mitchell Wasik, father.
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Winter Special
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Luzerne County Dairy Court visited
Edie Mae’s Gift Shop recently for the
Christmas in the Creek Event

Happy New Year ~ Wishes for good Health and Happiness throughout 2021!
Located next to Wayne’s World and Ochman’s Coins & Jewelry.

The Luzerne County Dairy Court visited Edie Mae’s Gift Shop in
Sweet Valley recently for the Christmas in the Creek Event.
Alternate Princess Ally Steltz, and Dairy Maid Juliet Price talked to
customers about the importance of dairy and getting at least 3 servings
of dairy every day. They stopped to visit Santa at the event, and he
reminded them how delicious a glass of cold milk and some homemade
cookies are. Shown in photo above: Dairy Maid Juliet Price, Santa,
and Alt Dairy Princess Ally Steltz.

From our family to yours,

Back Mountain Community News
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Luzerne County Dairy Court
recently visited The Blooming Barn

The Luzerne County Dairy Court recently stopped in
to the Blooming Barn, as part of the Christmas in the
Creek event! Dairy court members shared information
with everyone about the importance of having at least 3
servings of dairy every day. They even enjoyed a cheese
sample while there. Thank you to The Blooming Barn
for this fun event! Pictured above are: Luzerne County
Dairy Maid Juliet Price, and Alternate Princess Ally
Steltz.

Luzerne County Dairy Court
recently made a stop at
Juniper Hollow

The Luzerne County Dairy Court recently made a stop
at Juniper Hollow as part of the Christmas in the Creek
event! Court members told everyone to look for the number 42 near the expiration date to be sure they are buying
milk from Pennsylvania. Dairy Maid Juliet Price handed
out keychains that said, “Your Milk Comes from a good
Place”. Ally Stelts the Alt. Dairy Princess gave everyone
recipes that encluded recipes featuring dairy products.
She reminded them to include at least 3 servings of dairy
in every day! If you would like more information, you
can contact the dairy court through their face book page
“Luzerne County Dairy Princess Promotions Team”.
Pictured above are: Luzerne County Dairy Maid Juliet
Price, and Alternate Princess Ally Steltz.
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Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1 PM to 6 PM
Wednesdays, 10 AM to 6 PM
Fridays, 1 PM to 5 PM, & Saturdays, 10 AM to 2 PM

Your dollars spent in locally-owned businesses have
three times the impact on our local economy.
Locally owned businesses are the businesses we count
on for donations to our local organizations and
contribute dollars to our local causes.
A marketplace made-up of many small businesses ensures lower prices
over the long-term and local business owners work
hard to fulfill the needs of the people within our community every day.
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