FEBRUARY 2019

Rossetti Memorial Juried Art Contest Call for Entries

Happy Valentine’s Day
from Pizza Bella!

Shown in photo above are trophy award winners from 2018: Mike Hiscox, Rossetti exhibit volunteer; Amelia
Grudkowski, Alyssa Pisano, Morgan Masters, Elizabeth Weed, Sue and Joe Hand, Rossetti contest sponsors.
All area students in grades 7 - 12 are invited to enter the 38th Annual Suzanne Maria Rossetti Memorial
Juried Art Contest. Joe and Sue Hand of Dallas sponsor the contest in memory of the daughter and the late
Peter and Louise Rossetti of Saugus, MA. All students in grades 7 – 12 residing in, or studying art within,
the geographical boundaries of the school districts of Dallas, Lehman, Tunkhannock, and Northwest Area
may enter the contest.
Entries must be delivered to Sue Hand’s Imagery, 35 Main Street, Dallas, between February 11 and February 20. Ribbons will be awarded in twelve different categories on each separate grade level by two panels
of three judges each. They will be judged separately on each grade level in a variety of categories including pencil, pastel, watercolor, acrylic, oil, ink, scratchboard, mixed media, fibers, photography, prints, and
miniature drawings and paintings. Photographs must be at least 8” X 10”. No entry may exceed a total size
of 48 inches in any direction. All 2-D entries must be mounted or matted, or framed (exception: works on
canvas board or stretched canvas), and must be accompanied by an entry form, available from area school
art teachers or from Sue Hand’s Imagery or online at www.suehand.com.
Continue on next page.

Community News • February 2019 • Page 2
Art Contest continued from cover.
All 2-D artwork, including matted
paper, must have a secure hanger on
the back. Artwork must have been
completed in the last 12 months and
may not have been entered in any
previous Rossetti art contest. Each
student may submit a total of three
(3) entries. In addition, a separate
awards jury of six artists will assign
many community-sponsored cash
awards and gift certificates. Deadline for entries is Wednesday, February 20 at 6:00 p.m.
The public is invited to the
Opening Reception of the 38th Annual Suzanne Maria Rossetti Memorial Juried Art show on Sunday,
March 3, 2019 from 1:00 – 4:00
p.m. at the Schulman Gallery on
the campus of the Luzerne County
Community College, Nanticoke. A
ceremony for special awards will
follow at 4:00 p.m. The exhibit
of winning artworks will continue
through Wednesday, April 10.
For a complete listing of all
rules, please call Heather Madeira
at 570-675-5094 or visit www.suehand.com.

Wyoming Seminary athletes to wrestle at Harvard University, University of PA

Two Wyoming Seminary senior wrestlers, both of Harveys Lake, will continue their academic and athletic careers at two NCAA Div. 1 Ivy League
universities in fall, 2019. The wrestlers are Michael Doggett, who will be attending Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass., and Jacob Stefanowicz, who
will be attending the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. Both will be competing in the Ivy League and in the EIWA.

Seen during Michael Doggett’s announcement are, seated from left:
Lisa Doggett, mother; Michael Doggett, athlete; and Jeffrey Doggett,
father. Second row, from left: Andre Bartlett, Sem assistant varsity
wrestling coach; and Scott Green, head varsity wrestling coach.

Deadline for March issue of the Back Mountain
Community News is Mon., February 25 at 9:00 am.

Seen during Jacob Stefanowicz’s announcement are, seated from left:
Rachelle Stefanowicz, mother; Jacob Stefanowicz, athlete; and Michael
Stefanowicz, father. Standing, from left: Scott Green, Sem head varsity
wrestling coach; and Andre Bartlett, assistant varsity wrestling coach.

Community News • February 2019 • Page 3

Dallas Rotary
Wine and Brew
Fest planned for
June 22

The Dallas Rotary Club, in association with the Dallas Area Fall
Fair, Inc., will be sponsoring its seventh annual wine festival on Saturday, June 22 at the Luzerne County
Fairgrounds, Rt. 118, Dallas, PA.
All proceeds will benefit Rotary
charities.
This year the wine festival has
been renamed the Wine and Brew
Fest to feature some of the area’s
finest local wineries and breweries
from the Back Mountain, the Endless Mountains and beyond. A variety of food and goods will also be
on sale by area vendors and craftsmen, and there will be live musical
entertainment all day long.
The Dallas Rotary Club is an all
volunteer, public service organization and will be holding this event
to support their various projects
and programs such as their annual
Christmas Shopping Spree for 45
area children, their annual Christmas luncheon for 60 members of
the Dallas Active Adult Center, their
book scholarships of $500 each for
six area high school seniors to use
during their first year of college, and
much, much more.
Visit their web site at www.
DallasRotaryWineandDine.com or
look for them on Face book for upcoming ticket information on line or
at local retailers.

Dallas High School class of 1969 plans
Indoor garage sale Friends of the
Library Announce reunion
planned
Nothing like a 50th high school reunion to bring back memories! Dallas
Join us on Saturday, February 9,
Luncheon
Date
Class
of 1969 will reconnect with old classmates, friends, and former teachers
2019 or snow date 2/16/19, for an
Indoor Garage Sale from 9am to
2pm., at the Dallas Chapter Eastern
Star Hall, 15 Foster Street, Dallas,
(Behind CVS Drugstore).
Someone’s recycled item maybe
just what you are looking for. Lunch
will be available and we have tables
to sit down. “our famous Welsh
Cookies will be for sale. For information call Dianne Corby at 570675-4893.

The Friends of the Back Mountain Memorial Library have set
Thursday, April 18 for their annual
Luncheon With A Special Author.
The event will take place at the Appletree Terrace, Newberry Estate,
Dallas. Tickets will go on sale in
March at the library on Huntsville
Road in Dallas. More details will
be announced as they become available.

Back Mountain Food Pantry reports:
temperatures are low and demand is
high

With the extreme cold weather upon us, many families are forced to
choose between food and fuel, and many of our elderly residents are forced
to choose between food and fuel and their much-needed medications. The
food pantry has a need for non-perishable foods during January, February
and March when very few food drives are scheduled to meet this demand.
All non-perishable foods are welcome at any time. Individuals or groups
wishing to donate food may call the pantry at 570-696-2917 for information or to arrange a mutually convenient time for our volunteers on duty to
receive the food.
Food may also be dropped off during regular business hours at Cook’s
Pharmacy, Rt. 309, Shavertown; Hilbert’s Tractor Store, Rt. 415, Dallas;
and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Rt. 118, Dallas.
The board members of the pantry wish to thank everyone for their support all year long.
Email your community news information and photos to Back Mountain
Community News at: communitynews123@comcast.net. To read the paper
online free of charge, visit: www.communitynewsonline.net. For information call 570-674-7772.

on August 24, 2019 at Irem Temple Country Club at 6PM. We 67 year olds
will celebrate still being alive 50 years after graduation and enjoy our time together.
Since 50 years is such a milestone, we decided to revisit the 60’s era and have
a Woodstock theme. “Music Mayhem and Memories” is our title. Costumes
are optional. Entertainment will be provided by “The Music Room”. This Live
band will play songs we listened to as high school students and danced to at
school functions.
Committee members meeting monthly to plan this special event are: Jim
Tupper, Carl Goeringer, Jim Roth, Sheldon Hoover, Ed Roman, Debbie Tanner
Bayer, Sue Jozwiak Stearn, Patty Hughey Kern, Gladys
Frantz Habeeb, and Judy Krogulski Nieman. Details are as follows: Irem Temple Country Club, on August 24, 2019 from 6 PM to 7 PM, cocktails on the
patio. 7 PM to 10 PM dinner and dancing, casual dress. Cash bar $55.00 per
person. Make checks payable to Dallas Class of 1969- Mail to: Carl Goeringer,
227 Ian Drive, Shavertown, PA 18708. Email and mailing addresses are needed.
To update our records send contact info to: lilsue15@gmail.com or call 570675-4905.

Lake-Lehman High School Class of
1969, to celebrate 50 year reunion

Lake-Lehman High School Class of 1969 will celebrate a 50-year class
reunion for three days; Friday July 12th, Saturday July 13th, and Sunday
July 14th in 2019. All classmates (including West Side Tech graduates
from LLHS ‘69) are invited to any or all of these events. Friday will feature a 12:30 golf game in the morning at Irem and a dutch-treat ‘mixer-ice
breaker’ in the evening with a location to be decided. Saturday there will
be a business-casual buffet dinner at Irem Country Club from 6-10 at a cost
of $30 per person with prepaid reservations required. The cost will be $30
per person plus a cash bar. And Sunday there will be a family style picnic
with a ‘bring a dish’ to share and a $5 donation per person for expenses at
Harvey’s Lake Beach Club formerly Old Sandy Bottom Beach.
Our planning committee welcomes all classmates and former teachers to
participate. We are now in need of contact information (email and mailing
addresses) for all classmates. In order to get more information or an invitation please send your contact information to: Todd Swanson at: tcswanson@reagan.com or call him at (570) 762-2887.
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Lake-Lehman Junior High
Students of the Month

Each month the faculty and staff at the Lake-Lehman JSHS recognize
four students of the month based on their demonstration of citizenship, leadership, and scholarship. Pictured with Principal Klopp are
the November Students of the Month. From left are, 7th Grade: Benjamin Wnuk and Julianna Conte. 8th Grade: Holly Egbert and Hunter
Orlofski.

Boback Announces February
Outreach Hours

Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today announced her outreach events for February. Representatives from several
different organizations will offer assistance at her district offices throughout
the month. Please note these events are weather permitting. Should there
be inclement weather, please contact our district offices for any changes to
this schedule.
“My staff and I are here to help with state-related issues,” said Boback. “I
offer these monthly outreach hours to ensure residents of the 117th District
can access many of the great opportunities for veterans assistance, help with
federal issues, information about starting a small business, and more.”
On Wednesday, February 6, the American Legion will hold office hours
at the Tunkhannock district office, located at 133 W. Tioga St., Suite 4, in
Tunkhannock from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Mobile Vet Center will be in the
Ace Hardware-Brady and Cavany Store parking lot in Eaton Township on
Monday, February 11, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Some of the services available for veterans and their dependents include individual, group, family and
bereavement counseling; medical referrals; assistance in applying for Veterans Affairs benefits; employment counseling; guidance and referrals; and
alcohol and drug assessments.
On Tuesday, February 19, Veterans outreach hours will be offered at the
Dallas district office from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A claims consultant from the
Wilkes-Barre Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) will be on hand to address
questions and concerns of local veterans and their families.
On Wednesday, February 20, a representative from the Center for Independent Living will be available for appointments at the Tunkhannock
district office. Please call the Tunkhannock office at 570-836-4777 to make
an appointment.
A representative from the University of Scranton Small Business Development Center will be at the Tunkhannock district office on Wednesday, February 27, from 10 a.m. to noon. The University of Scranton Small
Business Development Center provides educational programs and no-cost,
confidential consulting services to entrepreneurs looking to start or grow a
small business. For more legislative information, visit Boback’s website at
RepBoback.com.

Back Mountain Memorial Library announces the addition
of New Memorial Books

In Memory of Lainey Cooper Johnson, “Lucy Ladybug” by Sharon King-Chai, presented by Kathryn Young. In
Memory of Mark E. Smith, “Making the Most of It” by Mark E. Smith, presented by Becky Gilbert and Family.
The following books are in Memory of Mary Hynick and are presented by Becky Spencer, Richard and Polly
James: “Peppa Pig and the Career Day” ~ “Who is Judy Blume?” by Kirsten Anderson.
The following books are in Memory of Rosemary Orrson Hosey and are presented by The Simonds Family: “Nature Craft” by Fiona Hayes, “Paint Lab for Kids” by Stephanie Corfee, “The Big Book of Bible Stories to Make” by
Fiona Hayes. The following books are in Memory of Mary Pitcavage and are presented by Breakfast Girls: “Who
was Napoleon?” by Jim Gigliotti, “Who were the Tuskegee Airmen?” by Sherri L. Smith, “Always Watch Out
for Flying Potato Salad” by Henry Winkler, “The Soggy, Foggy Campout” by Henry Winkler, “You Can’t Drink
a Meatball through a Straw” by Henry Winkler, “The Secret Sheriff of Sixth Grade” by Jordan Sonnenblick, “Ice
Cream and Dinosaurs” by Eric Litwin, “Peppa Pig and the Halloween Costume” ~ “Not So Different: what you
really want to ask about having a
disability” by Shane Burcaw.
The following books are in
Memory of Megan Elizabeth
Oravitz, Christmas 2018 and are
presented by Grandparents John
and Kathleen Oravitz: “Find the
Constellations” by H.A. Rey, “Panda-monium” by Stuart Gibbs, “Ivy
& Bean: one big happy family” by
Annie Barrows, “There’s a Zombie
in My Bathtub” by Henry Winkler:
HONOR ~ In Honor of Foster Children, “Unwanted” by Knox Tolbert,
presented by Vincent and Michelle.
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Northmoreland
Volunteer Fire
Company plans
events for
February

Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire Company will hold
Monday Night Bingo on Monday,
February 4, 2019 and Monday,
February 18, 2019 at the fire hall,
located at 1618 Demunds Rd. in
Centermoreland, just off Route 292.
Early bird specials start at 6:30 PM,
Regular games at 7:00 PM. Doors
to hall open and kitchen begins
serving at 5:00 PM. For more information, call Jim Gilpin at 570-3334906 or 570-996-7066.
Want a night off from cooking
dinner? Northmoreland Township
Volunteer Fire Company will have
a Roast Beef Dinner on Wednesday,
February 27, 2019, from 4:30-7:00
PM at the fire hall, located at 1618
Demunds Rd. in Centermoreland,
just off Route 292. Prices are $9.00
for adults, $4.00 for children. Let us
cook your dinner!
There’s plenty of food! Come
out and support your local volunteers!

Lehman-Jackson Elementary recognizing students for “Be Your Best” program

The following students were selected for the “Be Your Best” program for the month of December for exhibiting the value of being helpful at
Lehman-Jackson Elementary.
Shown in photo above, front row from left are: Brayer Stanley, Landon James, Lilly Brewington, Mitchell Ronczka, Kennedy Dye, Alexis Hudak,
and Sierra Teetsel. Second row from left are: Julia Sholtis, Gracie James, Brynna Park, Finley Norconk, Steven Bucholtz, Logan Deyo, Logan
Womach, Cameron Janick, Kylie Lee, and Emma Salko. Standing behind are: Shelene James (sixth grade teacher), Katie Harteis (second grade
teacher), Kristin Gannon (fifth grade teacher), and Donald James (principal). Missing from photo: Alexa Thompson.
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Dallas Rotary recognizes
NE Sight Services

At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of Dallas, the speakers were
Sara Paperno and Amy Feldman from the Northeast Sight Services.
Their organization, formerly called the Association for the Blind, celebrates their 100th anniversary this year. They help blind and visually
impaired people to achieve the best possible quality of life and prevent
vision loss through education and early detection for people of all ages.
They talked about the advances the organization has made to help
their clients, and demonstrated some of the sight assisting screenings
and devices that are now available to assist individuals to live a fuller
life. They offer an array of social services to people with varying degrees of vision loss from low vision to legal blindness to total blindness.
Club President Kim Reynolds presented a check to the representatives
of Sight Services to assist with their mission. From left: Kim Reynolds,
Sight Services President and CEO Sara Paperno and Sight Services
Representative Amy Feldman.

Wyoming Sem Names Back Mountain Fall Sports MVPs
Wyoming Seminary Upper School
recently named the Back Mountain
athletes who received Most Valuable
Player Awards, Coaches Awards and
Gold Awards for the fall season. Athletes who earned four varsity letters
or three varsity and one junior varsity letters in their sport receive Gold
Awards.
In girls cross-country, sophomore
Caroline Siegel of Dallas received
the Coaches’ Award. In field hockey,
senior Kathryn Barilla of Dallas received the Gold Award.
In golf, Robert Wilson of Dallas received the Gold Award. In
boys soccer, senior Edward Miller
of Shavertown received the Most
Valuable Player Award. Miller also
received the Gold Award. In girls
tennis, sophomore Shailee Desai
of Shavertown received the MVP
Award.
Read the Community News
FREE online at:
www.communitynewsonline.net
To submit community news
and photos email:
communitynews123@
comcast.net
To advertise call (570) 674-7772.
Back Mountain Community News
It’s All Good News ...
Where Community Matters.

Shown in photo above are, from left: Robert Wilson, golf; Edward
Miller, soccer; Shailee Desai, tennis; and Caroline Siegel, cross country.
Not present for photo: Kathryn Barilla, field hockey.

Winter Special
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony recently held to celebrate grand opening of
the Cleary Family Activities Center at Patriots Cove
Patriots Cove is pleased to announce their newest addition to its
facility, a two-story building to host
activities for veterans, first responders, and their caregivers. Patriots
Cove purchased the building in
October 2018, and received a grant
from the Home Depot Foundation
with the help of Home Depot in
Dickson City, PA, to renovate and
furnish the inside.
Patriots Cove facilitated the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony January 26th,
to honor the Cleary family and share
the Cleary Family Activities Center
with community supporters, volunteers, and representatives from
Home Depot. Jack and Marianne
Cleary spoke to the efforts being
made by Patriots Cove, and their
new initiative to connect, inspire,
and empower veteran spouses.
“We’re happy to introduce our
Activities Center, which is dedicated

to the amazing Cleary Gold Star
Family,” says Melissa Swire, CoFounder and Vice President of

Patriots Cove. We honor Jack and 1st
LT. Michael Cleary for their service,
Marianne’s commitment as a spouse

and mother, the family’s ultimate
sacrifice, and their dedication to remembering Michael through serving our veteran community. Patriots
Cove would not be here without
Jack. We will always remember and
carry their love to all who come to
Patriots Cove.”
“Jack, Patrick, and Marianne’s
unwavering support has made Patriots Cove possible, says Jeff Swire,
Co-Founder and President of Patriots Cove.Their dedication to serving
the veteran community in our region
has helped numerous organizations
flourish. We are lucky to call them
family, and hope our Cleary Family
Activities Center will bring healing
to
those
we
serve.”

The Cleary Family Activities Center will be utilized for one day events,
such as fly-tying and rod building for
service members, as well as crafting
for patriots, education seminars, and
respite events for caregivers. 
Patriots Cove is committed to
protecting the environment while
providing a place for wounded veterans and first responders, as well as
their caregivers, to enjoy a healing
in a tranquil outdoors experience.
Whether injuries or illnesses are
emotional, physical, or spiritual, our
mission is to reconnect individuals
with nature to promote healing within. Patriots Cove is based in Noxen,
PA. For more information, visit patriotscove.org.
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Legion Logbook

The American Legion is celebrating their
100th Anniversary this year which represents
a milestone in my opinion. Each month I will
dedicate a portion of my remarks to the history
of this very significant organization of which
we are a part.
The American Legion was formed in Paris,
France, March 15-17, 1919. The constitution
was adopted in St. Louis, May 9-10, 1919. It
was Federally chartered by Congress SeptemClarence J. Michael
ber 16, 1919. The first National Convention
Past Commander
Dallas American
was held in Minneapolis, November 11, 1919.
Legion, Post 672
It garnered 685,000 members in the first eight
months.The first youth resolution supported the
Boys Scouts of America. The American Legion Auxiliary was founded.
Poppy was selected as official flower. They dedicated the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. They led Allied Generals in U.S. victory tour. Co-established National Education Week. Consolidated mix of Federal services into
one Veterans Bureau. Led conferences to draft first U.S. flag code. Raised
$5 million dollars in 1924 to aid disabled veterans and orphans. More about
the American Legion’s history in upcoming columns.
Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 met on January 8 to
conduct business. Carl Moyer mentioned to me that our Post has over 80
years of history. In this age of many distractions, it is worthy of mention
that our Post 672 is still an active, community-minded organization that
still marches on. Any veteran who wishes to join can contact any present
member or attend one of our monthly meetings.
George Tucker, Adjutant, informed us that we have 478 Legion members. We also have members of the Ladies Auxiliary, the SAL, the Legion
Riders and Associate members.
Larry Lansberry of the Legion Riders gave a monthly report. The Riders gave a $2,000 donation for our new sign which will be put in place very
shortly. The Riders will hold a spaghetti dinner on March 23 at the Post.
They will also have a pastie sale. Art Pimm reported on the annual Ride
For Honor that will take place on Memorial Day. Kunkle Fire Department
which sponsors the chicken barbecue sale has been contacted. A meeting
with Representative Boback was held on January 17 at 6 PM to plan the
event. Art also talked about updating events on the Post 672 website. Donations were passed for $1,000 to the Patriot’s Cove and $1,000 to Musicorps
For Veterans. Joe Kelley read letters from the local VA acknowledging all
of the donations our Post made during the year. I called attention to the
fact that the Wall That Heals exhibit honoring our Vietnam veterans will
be shown in Plymouth on September 3. I suggested we invite Clyde Peters
who managed to schedule this exhibition to speak at one of our meetings.
An important announcement for all of our faithful attendees at our
annual Pig Roast. It will be held in March rather than February, in the
hopes that better weather conditions will prevail. Further announcements
concerning the Pig Roast will be forthcoming.
The next monthly meeting of the Post will be on February 5 at 7:30
P.M.. Commander Charles Fleming invites all members and prospective
members (men and women) to attend. Happy Valentine’s Day and GOD
BLESS AMERICA!

Shop the Back Mountain Community News

Your dollars spent in locally-owned businesses have three times the
impact on our local economy. Locally owned
businesses are the businesses we count on for
donations to our local organizations and
contribute dollars to our local causes. A
marketplace made-up of many small
businesses ensures lower prices over the
long-term and local business owners work hard
to fulfill the needs of the people within our community every day.

Plans being made for this year’s Dallas Breakfast Buffet
Join the Kunkle Fire Company
High School Rummage Sale
for their February Breakfast Buffet
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain
Community News
Correspondent

“We have tons of great
stuff,” said Michaela Marek,
who together with her fiancé
Mark Hummel, are co-chairmen for the Dallas High
School Lock In Rummage
Sale. “We started collecting right after last year’s ended and we have three
storage units filled.” This year’s Rummage Sale will be held from 8 am to
2 pm on Saturday, March 9 and from 10 am to 1 pm on Sunday, March 10.
The sale is held in several areas of the Dallas Middle School including the
cafeteria and the gymnasium. Donations are accepted throughout the year
but many donations come in the day before the event.
“Starting at 4 pm and going until 7 pm, on Friday, March 8, we will have
volunteers available to help unload donations from cars,” said Michaela.
“You can just drive to the main doors of the Dallas Middle School to drop
off donations. For very large items, you can email ahead of time to make
arrangements.” Some of the better items will be displayed throughout the
cafeteria where you can also purchase food during the sale. Breakfast will
be available in the morning and lunch items will be served in the afternoon
both days.
“We already have over 30 baskets to be raffled during the sale. They
were a big hit last year,” said Michaela. They can always use more so you
are welcome to donate a basket from your business or from a themed collection of items you are ready to let someone else enjoy.
The Rummage Sale will offer lots of furniture this year, both fixeruppers and newer pieces. They have jewelry, purses, “Man Cave items,”
and clothing. They also have a large selection of kitchenware, home décor
and holiday decorations. “We don’t accept any exercise equipment, TV’s,
computers or mattresses,” said Michaela. “But we do take books, CD’s,
DVD’s, and games.” They also accept all old textiles that have outlived
their usefulness. “We sell them for recycling so they help us and help the
environment,” said Michaela. These items include but are not limited to old
mattress pads, tablecloths, throw rugs, clothing, and cloth purses. So, don’t
fill your garbage cans, donate your old, stained things to be recycled. The
committee just asks that all such items be bagged separately and clearly
labeled, “Rags.”
100% of the Rummage Sale proceeds benefit the Dallas High School
Lock In Committee which is chaired this year by Terri Shaner and Deanna
Habib. The committee uses the funds to throw an alcohol-free and drug-free
Lock In party for seniors on the night of their graduation. Statistics show
that to be one of the most dangerous nights in the life of a teenager. This
party keeps the graduates safe and they have a great time throughout the
night.
Volunteers are still needed to help with the Rummage Sale. The committee needs help with set-up on Friday, March 8, throughout the sale itself,
and especially with clean-up starting at 1 pm on Sunday, March 10. Anyone
can volunteer from parents in the district who want to learn about and continue the tradition to anyone needing to earn community service hours, or
just if you have the time and interest. For more information, to donate, or
to volunteer, email dhslockin@gmail.com. You can use these cold winter
days to clean out your closets and drop off your donations on March 8. 
“We think this is a great way to help the community as both a place to
donate and a place to buy nice things at great prices all while giving the
seniors a safe party,” said Michaela, who enjoyed her own Dallas High
School Lock In Party not too many years ago. “We have something for
everyone.”

on Sunday, February 10, from 8:00
am to 12 noon at the Kunkle Fire
Company Social Hall, 815 Kunkle
Road.
Tickets are $10.00 for adults and
$5.00 for children. Tickets are available at the door. For more information call 570-675-3334.

All you can eat
soup and salad
supper announced

The members of the Mount Zion
United Methodist Church on Mount
Zion Road in Harding are holding an “all you can eat soup and
salad supper” on Saturday, February 2, from 4:30 until 6:30. Up to
10 different soups, chilis, a variety
of breads, beverages, and desserts
will be offered. Dinners cost $7 for
adults and $4 for children. Everyone is welcome for good food and
good fellowship.

Annual Community
Conservation Mixer

Pheasants Forever Chapter 803
is proud to Sponsor the Annual
Community Conservation Mixer
to increase public awareness about
conservation projects and activities
in the area and across the country.
There will be individuals available
with information on planning and
enhancing the habitat on your property. This is also an opportunity to
meet your neighbors, the volunteers,
of all organizations represented. A
night to tell some hunting stories of
this past season, reduce the cabin fever and have some Great Food.
Join us on Saturday, February 23, 2019 from 6pm-9pm (doors
open at 5:30). RSVP by February
19, 2018, no walk-ins available
seating is limited. The cost is $25
per person includes – great food and
beverages (soda, beer & wine).
Checks can be made payable to:
NEPA Pheasants Forever and mailed
to: NEPAPF Community Mixer, c/o
Chris Traver, 1305 Meeker Road,
Dallas, PA 18612. For more information visit nepapf.org.
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Spaghetti Dinner

Noxen Neighborhood Center Corp.,
aka SOWYCO, is planning a Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, February, 16
from 4 P M – 6 PM at the Beaumont
School on the first floor. Tickets for
adults are $8.00 and children 3- 12
years of age, $4.00. A 50/50 drawing
and basket raffles.

Community News • February 2019 • Page 11

Eagle Scout Project Boback to Lead House Committee on Children’s Issues
State Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) has been apBlood Drive for the pointed
to serve as majority chairman of the House Children and Youth ComRed Cross
mittee in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives for the 2019-20 session.
Organize by Thomas Hajkowski,
for details call (570) 239-3449. Join
us on Friday, February 1 from 2 PM
to 6:30 PM at the Gate of Heaven
Gym, Machell Ave, Dallas.

It is the first chairmanship for Boback, who was sworn-in to begin her seventh
term in office.
“I consider myself a strong advocate for our young people, having been a
public school teacher, as well as a parent and grandparent,” said Boback. “This
is a very active committee and I’m looking forward to leading it in the coming
legislative session.”
Boback taught in the Tunkhannock Area School District for 33 years and
is a former adjunct professor at Misericordia and Wilkes universities. She also
developed and helped implement a leadership program offered in schools in her
legislative district.
In recent years, the House Children and Youth Committee has taken up key
pieces of legislation involving adoption, child abuse and grandparents’ rights.
Boback herself has authored legislation protecting our children, having sponsored Act 94 of 2014, which mandated
pulse oximetry testing for newborns; and last session’s House Bill 1152, which would have provided civil immunity
for any damage that may be done to a vehicle when forceful entry is necessary to rescue a child.
“House Bill 1152 passed the House but was not taken up in the Senate,” Boback added. “I hope to re-introduce
it this session and get it to Gov. Tom Wolf’s desk for his signature.
Questions about this or any legislative issue may be directed to Boback’s Dallas district office at (570) 6756000 or her Tunkhannock office at (570) 836-4777.
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Food Pantry in Sweet Valley Mother, Daughter Tea Planned Men’s Breakfast
Grief Support
A mother and daughter tea party is planned for Sunday,
A Grief Support Group is availopen for those in need
February 24 from 1-3pm at the Jackson Township Fire Hall. Group meets weekly
able at River of Life Fellowship
The new food pantry in Sweet Valley, located
inside the Church of Christ on Main Road in Sweet
Valley will be open to those in need in the month of
February. Food donations are being accepted. For
more information call 570-477-2320.

Mothers and daughters of all ages are invited to sip tea and
enjoy finger sandwiches, salads and desserts. Don’t forget to
wear a fun hat for the event.
Proceeds will benefit the Lake-Lehman Theatre. Call Liz
Bucholtz at 570-332-5413 for more information.

The Back Mountain Men’s
Ecumenical Group meets at the
Irem Country Club for their weekly
breakfast meetings at 8:00 a.m. on
Thursdays. All men are welcome
to join the group.

Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman, on an as-needed basis. If you
need help, or just someone to talk
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for
further information.
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Back Mountain Memorial Library announces the
following upcoming events
The Back Mountain Memorial
Library lists the following upcoming events, call or come in to sign up
for these events and programs. Registration for Winter/Spring Story
Times will begin Tuesday, February 5 at 9:30 AM.
Several sessions are available
for toddlers through 5-year-olds.
Classes include stories, fingerplays,
music, and a craft. They will run 8
weeks, through the week of February 18 to the week of April 8. Introduce your child to learning and instill a love of the Library at the same
time! Call the Children’s Room for
more information.
Presenter Bonnie Witkosky will
talk about experiencing the culture
of another country in your own
home by hosting an international
exchange student. Come to the Library Wednesday, February 20 at

Open Wednesday - Saturday, 9am-5pm

7:00 PM for this informative program.
The New Year is a great time
to join one of our Book Discussion
groups. The Thursday group meets
the third Thursday of the month
at 10:00 AM; this month’s date is
February 21. The Monday Morning
book group meets the last Monday
of the month at 10:00 AM, which
will be February 25th. Call ahead
of time for the work being read, and
learn the pleasures of delving into a
good book.
News and Notices: We have
added some new titles to the graphic novel collection. If you want to
read about the characters in recent
films, Aquaman and Venom now
have a place on the shelf, and Captain Marvel’s stories will fill you in
on her backstory before her upcoming movie is released.
The “Christmas Extravaganza”
holiday shop volunteers would like
to thank everyone who made this

season’s fundraiser such a glowing
success. This festive sale provides
patrons with Christmas gifts and décor while benefiting the Library.
Reader Recommended: Patrons
and staff are enthusiastic about
these titles, several patrons have
recommended “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens, highly
praising the plot and the writing
style. “Nine Perfect Strangers” by
Liane Moriarty is also proving to
be a spell-binding addition to her
string of popular novels. Contact us
at 570-675-1182. And find so much
more at our website at www.backmountainlibrary.org.
Read the Back Mountain
Community News online
Free of Charge at:
www.communitynewsonline.net

Email your community information
and non-profit events to:
communitynews123@comcast.net
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Amethyst Glass by Jan
Lohmann on display at the
Back Mountain Memorial
Library

Jan Lohmann, of Harvey’s Lake, will be displaying her
collection of Amethyst glass at The Back Mountain Memorial Library during the month of February. It was natural for
Jan to want to collect Amethyst glass due to her love of the
color purple. As with any collection, she started out with one
vase and it continued to grow when she saw another piece, and
then another. In addition to the glass, she also receives various
pieces of purple jewelry as gifts from friends and family since
they know the color makes her happy.
Of her collection, Jan states “I don’t have a place in my
home to display my purple glass, so I am happy to place it in
the library case. The light shines through the glass and highlights its beauty!” All are welcome to view the collection in
the library display case during the month of February.

Seasonal Acrylic Paintings on
Display at the Back Mountain
Memorial Libary

The Back Mountain Memorial Library will have a collection
of acrylic paintings on display during the month of February.
The paintings depict various seasonal scenes ranging from a
snowy mountain, a tranquil lake in the summer, to a colorful
autumn scene by a river.
All paintings will be for sale and can be purchased at the
library. All are welcome to view the acrylic paintings on the library Art Wall during the month of February.

Kiwanis Club of Dallas
recently donated money
for students at
Lake-Lehman

The Kiwanis Club of Dallas recently donated money
for students who were in need of financial assistance yet
did not meet the threshold from the federal guidelines for
free / reduced lunch. Beverly Atherholt, Treasurer of the
Kiwanis Club presents a check to Doug Klopp (Principal)
of the Lake-Lehman School District.
Anyone interested in joining the Kiwanis please
contact Beverly Atherholt at (570) 675-7295.

Shop the Back Mountain Community News ...
Where Community Matters.

Your dollars spent in locally-owned businesses have three times the impact on our local
economy. Locally owned businesses are the businesses we count on for donations to our
local organizations and contribute dollars to our local causes. A marketplace made-up of
many small businesses ensures lower prices over the long-term and local business owners
work hard to fulfill the needs of the people within our community every day.

Juliet Price from Sweet Valley helps
Keystone Mission for her 12th Birthday

For her 12th birthday, Juliet Price from Sweet Valley asked her friends
and family to donate new warm socks, gloves, hats, and scarves to the
Keystone Mission in Wilkes-Barre, instead of giving her birthday gifts.
She is blessed with very generous loved ones, and she was able to collect 4 large bags full of donations. The warm clothing was taken to the
Keystone Mission to be given out to the community where it is greatly
needed. Keystone mission is doing wonderful work helping the communities of Wilkes-Barre and Scranton as well. They are always in
need of warm clothing to distribute this time of year. If you would like
to donate to Keystone Mission, you can contact them at: Keystone Mission, 290 Park View Circle, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702.

Honor
Your Hero at Patriots Cove
A new memorial to honor America’s military, veterans, and first responders is being built at Patriots Cove

Noxen, Pennsylvania– Patriots Cove has a unique opportunity to pay tribute to current, past, and fallen service
members. The Honor Your Hero project was created as a way to commemorate the life and service of military
and first responders, and support their families. Patriots Cove hopes to ensure that the life, legacy, and sacrifice of
America’s heroes are never forgotten.
“We remember so heroes live forever, as it is our duty to thank those who have and continue to serve and protect
us.” “We want families that have sacrificed their loved ones for our communities and country to know their hero
will never be forgotten,” explains Retired Sergeant First Class, Jeff Swire. For $50 dollars, loved ones can personalize a commemorative brick to be placed at Patriots Cove. Six lines of personalized text allows the name, rank,
branch, and any other significant information. Classic brown bricks will be
added to a memorial designed by the Patriots Cove team. American Legion Posts, VFW Posts, Fire Stations, Emergency Services, Law Enforcement Departments, and any other related organizations or associations, can participate
in this program by honoring their post or individuals. Visit www.thatsmybrick.com/patriotscove to purchase a brick.
Patriots Cove is a nonprofit organization serving patriots through outdoor retreats. Their facility is built
to accommodate emotional, physical, and spiritual challenges veterans and first responders face as a
result of their service.
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Dallas Rotary Club Members rang the
bell for the Salvation Army

On December 7 and 8, 2018, members of the Dallas Rotary Club once
again rang the bells for the Salvation Army raising hundreds of dollars
to help with both their missions to serve others. From left: Rotarians
Joe Stager and event chair Jon Pomrinke.
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Mr. Douglas Klopp - Principal of the Lake-Lehman JSHS has released the 1st
Marking Period Honor Roll for the 2018/2019 school year

7th Grade High Honors: Delila Arnold, Seth Berry, Olivia Buckman, Brianna Carr, Isabella Cassano, Alexi Chervenitski, Tyler Coenen, Julianna Conte, Hailey Corey,
Ainsley Daubert, Faith Depiero, Callie Dieffenbacher, Molly Fielding, Kaitlyn Hazeltine, Faith Hollenbach, Lucy Honeywell, Adam Hoover, Jace Hynick, Molly Jenkins,
Evan Kaiser, Ava Klopp, David Kottler, Ryan Krakosky, Brianna London, Abigail Matysik, Sean Matysik, Colin Mikolaichik, Paige Moss, Ava Nastasiak, Drew Nice,
Teagan Norconk, Cienna Pace, Conner Partington, Ronald Pawlowski, Ava Rogowski, Abbygail Roman, Frances Scarboro, Cheyanna Snyder, Peter Stec, Adora Stroud,
Brynn Tereska, Allison Vitanovec, Lydia Vivian, McKayla Williams, Benjamin Wnuk, Aaron Wood, Tanner Yanchick.
7th Grade Honors: Sarah Bednarek, Mackenzie Belschner, Ashley Benyo, Brandan Blaine, Austin Borger, Benjamin Burke, Lauren Callahan, Michael Carpenter, Mason
Dale, Harley Dorshefski, Bryon Folmar, Lyndsy Frey, William Geist, Victoria Harris, Claudia Hopper, Jeremy Hospodar, Kyra Hoyt, Brenna Hunt, Jason Jones, Mark Kucewicz, Kayla Lettieri,
Jasen Lobacz Jr., Alexis Long, Madison Long, Michael Lugiano, Ava Magdalinski, Connor Martin, Jacob McHenry Jr., Matthew Morcavage, Stephanie Newell, Cameron Paul, Francis Pinnacoli,
Mason Pritchard, Justin Pudimott, Jules Quare, Patrick Remley Jr., Benjamin Roberson, Hailey Rutcavage, Jasmine Shefler, Sydney Sleyo, Garrett Sutton, Emilee Thrash, Jesse Traver, Kate
Walters, Joshua Williams Jr., Raelynn Work.
8th Grade High Honors: Abigail Beyer, Marissa Brdaric, Rylie Bucknavage, Phoebe Cronin, Sara DeRosa, Kara Domzalski, Jacob Doran, Olivia Dowling, Mackenzie Dwyer, Holly Egbert,
Caleb Elderkin, Jake Eury, Graedon Finarelli, Aidan Gaus, Brynn Giordano, Ava Gubbiotti, Eric Hanley, Kaelyn Hinkley, Nicholas Hockenbury, Ava Hudak, Sarah Jubis, Hailey Kline, Karl
Kopczynski, Anton Koss, Braden Law, Giovanna Limongelli, Amanda McGurk, Damian Napierkowski, Braelyn Neville, Hunter Orlofski, Autumn Palka, Dana Post, Faye Post, Angela Prest,
Kalee Raczkowski, Madison Raspen, Landon Schuckers, Evelyn Seifert-Blache, Joseph Shiskowski, Aleah Shonis, Alona Skidmore, Charles Sleyo III, Ava Smith, Amanda Thompson, Julia
Trumbower.
8th Grade Honors: Talyia Adamitz, Sam Alba, Vivienne Aloi, Giana Antonello, Michael Battin, Corey Bean, Scott Brennan Jr., Andrew Bucholtz, Owen Burchell, Peyton David,
Lauren Domzalski, Jennifer Eddy, Rachel Galasso, Chad Honeywell, William Jesso, Travis Jones, Meagan Judge, Cole Kaiser, Stephen Kapsick, Kieran Karlowicz, Margaret Kolanda, Kylee Kosek, Conner Kubiski, Emily Leahy, Alexander Lindbuchler, Ethan Mathes, Margaret McLaughlin, Haylie Meader, Jessie Meehan, Jagger Miller, Allyson Moyer,
Miranda Olexy, Gavin Paraschak, Zachery Rager, Vernon Roman, Owen Roxby, Parker Rynkiewicz, Hannah Sayre, Emma Simon, Luke Stone, Bo Voelker, Sierra Vogan, Andrew
Warzynski, Lanie Weaver, Colin Wood, Darrell Yale.
9th Grade Principal’s Honors: Zachary Aben, Mckenna Budzak, Aidan Chapple, Barbara Comerosky, Joselyn Contardi, Sophia Dabsheh, Claire Dougherty, Caroline Duffy, Michael Ford, Megan Hogan, Evan Hoover, John Kaplanski, Alexa Karlowicz, Nicole Leo, Brooke Martin, Grace O’Donnell, Maddison Park, Lilian Raczkowski, Trista Schechterly,
Melanie Selner, Sarayah Smith, Mia Sult, Tessa Zimmerman.
9th Grade High Honors: Maya Buckman, Evan Cercone, Sarah Coley, Santino Diana, Kylee Eltringham, Cameron Fleeger, Dustin Heinrich, Hannah Hosey, Catherine Hossage,
Lily Johns, Brittany Lanning, Madison Lasinski, George Manzoni, Jennifer Martin, James Matysik, William McCarroll, Dea Middleton, Cole Morio, Brady Newman, Matthew
Nice, Mason Price, Chase Purdy, Emily Spencer, Abbey Stokes, David Tillery, Emily Wright.
9th Grade Honors: Mason Bagheri, David Blaine, Philip Blaski, Noah Budzak, Jessica Deangelis, Nicholas Finarelli, Hayden Fisher, Adrian Flores, Victoria Gabel, Emily Gee,
Avery Giordano, Jacob Herceg, Corey Johnson, Seth Karnes, Katja Kolanda, Mason Konigus, Ian Kopczynski, Ethan Leone, Emrys Nikbakht, Edmund Orlofski IV, Kaitlyn Parsons, James Pudimott, Hailey Rambus, Krista Scoblick, Mason Shell, Jacob Stash, Jillian Ulozas, Casey Weaver, Joshua Wickard, Olivia Williams, Ty Woodrosky, Ally Young,
Kelley Zimmerman.
10th Grade Principal’s Honors: Elizabeth Blaski, Rhiannon Borchert, Bryce Burgit, Faith Butler, Rylee Critchosin, Paige David, Justin Doran, Riley Egan, Ryan Eiden, Anya
Gramlich, Sean Hanley, Erica Jones, Walker Kmetz, Kaleigh Koss, Katelyn Krzysik, Gianna Kurtz, Michael Longstreth, Samuel Lukasavage, Erin McLaughlin, Annika Meeker,
Natasha Mihalko, Connor Morgan, Blaise Napierkowski, Grace Naugle, Emily Novak, Maggie Paciga, Maxwell Paczewski, Liam Pembleton, Ava Radel, Gabrielle Shonis, Rachel
Shook, Jessica Spencer, Luke Spencer, Madelyn Stuart, Zachary Stuart, Samantha Sutton, Claudia Wallace.
10th Grade High Honors: Ethan Adams, Matthew Ash, Madison Brdaric, Richard Cronin, Savanna Eneboe, Kaitlyn Ferrara, Mikayla Goldsmith, Matthew Good, Kortney Harry,
Mark Hutsko, Halle Jones, Katie Kaplanski, Hayden Klopp, Mikayla Krakosky, Rocco Limongelli, Elyse Martin, Hannah Matysik, Rebecca Meehan, Lyndsey Sayre, Randi
Shaver, Aubrey Solack, Emma Stroud, Jasmine Talbot, Corrine Tronsue, Jhon Masao Valle, Joel Wilson, Amanda Winter, Marshall Woodrosky, Rayven Work.
10th Grade Honors: Lillian Aloi, Jared Barber, Emily Blaine, Kylee Blazick, Faith Bradley, Kayla Callan, Chase Cole, Jacqueline Davenport, Patrick Depiero, Alaina Hartzell,
Morgan Headman, Kolton Hummel, Ryan Hunt, Brandon James, Nathanael Jubis, Spencer Judge, Joshua Kane, Colby Kennedy, Amber Kocher, William Labar, Ashley Mieczkowski, Camryn Obsitos, David O’Connell, Kalani Price, Sarah Prince, Emilyann Remley, Robert Ritinski, Gavin Ruger, Timothy Schechterly Jr., Tristan Sheffler, Micheal Smith,
Jakob Trumbower, Nicholas Zaboski.
11th Grade Principal’s Honors: Ayden Carey, Lauren Chapple, Madison Chulick, Fionuala Daly, Paige Edwards, Hayley Evans, Eva Fine, Kayla Gliddon, Brianna Hodle, Morgan Masters, Nathan May, Paige Motovidlak, Kylie Nevel, Abigail Paczewski, Mattie Round, Sarah Salus, William Shaver, Angeleah Sopko, Amy Supey, Shelby Traver, Maclyn
Vasey, Joseph Walser, Lily Wood.
11th Grade High Honors: Samantha Aben, Madeline Aloi, Alana Antonello, Seanna Ashton, Brandy Ayers, Jessica Benyo, Sarah Derhammer, Christian Diana, Christopher Farrell, Diane Harris, Emma Hoats, Abigail Hopkins, Alyssa Kapsick, Susan Kemmerer, Jaedyn Kolb, Katelyn Konopinski, Matthew Kubasti, Robert Lugiano III, Andrew Martin,
Eryn McMonagle, Bryan Morio, Nicholas Mrochko, Madeline Newman, Morgan Patla, Nathan Salus, Autumn Savitski, Ceaira Smith, Jennifer Swartz, Josiah Thomas, Makenzi
Walsh.
11th Grade Honors: Emily Bacon, Lucia Bassett, Andrew Battin, Faith Beere, Grayson Bruno, Kailea Cerene-Adkins, Rylee Chapin, Kaci Coole, Allyson Denmon, Lauren Deremer, Jason Eiden, Giovanni Ferrari, Matthew Galasso, Klaudia Gocek, Zachary Gray, Ethan Grzymski, Angel Haines, Zachary Healey, Nathan Hoover, Amber Hoyt, Logan Hoyt,
Casey Kaminski, Myka Kapitula, Aidan Kukosky, Jaymes Martin, Cherokee May, Nicole Miles, Hailey Nogic, Conor O’Brien, Sarah Orbin, Joshua Rager, Michael Recinos, Sean
Sabaluski, Lily Schechterly, Emma Simmonette, Kyle Sincavage, Emily Smith, Kayley Smith, Sierra Spencer, Bryce Taylor, Christopher Traver II, Chloe Weaver, Dylan Wesley,
Makayla Zacharias, Gabriel Zielinski.
12th Grade Principal’s Honors: Stephanie Ayers, Macenzi Barker, Abigail Bartuska, Julia Bucholtz, Emily Burgit, Joelle Burke, Christopher Cercone, Stephanie Chaga, Morgan Critchosin, Casey Dale, Nicholas Fegely, Mackenzie Fleeger, Dillon Ide, Andrew Jubis, Evan Judge, Hannah Kasko, Hunter Kline, Hannah Lukasavage, Jesse Lutz, Morgan
Marchakitus, Amanda May, Tyler McGuire, Samantha Mihalko, Mikella Monaco, Joshua Orehotsky, Caylin Patla, Lauryn Pembleton, Jacob Prest, Rachel Price, Savannah Purdy,
Julia Sabol, Jessica Salus, Casey Shager, Eva Sicurella, Trinity Skovira, Sophia Soifer, Elmer Souder, Sarah Stanski, Donald Thompson, Angelina White, Abigail Winter.
12th Grade High Honors: Vania Aldape Almanza, Rebecca Bonomo, Madison Budzak, Michael Bulzoni, Paige Covert, Ibrahim Dabsheh, Jessica Evans, Gabrielle Fitzgerald, Dakota Heinrich, James Herceg III, Terrance Meehan, Mikaela Meeker, Alexis Mitchell, Thomas Nalbone III, Alyssya Raczkowski, Jonathan Raspen, Jacob Stokes, Justin Timonte,
Carly Trapani, Alexandria Weber, Madalyn Wright.
12th Grade Honors: Aryan Blazick, Carlyn Blight, Madison Borum, Mason Cross, Paige Eiswerth, Matthew Field, David Hogrebe, Brandon Hoyt, Mariam Iukuridze, Jordyn
Jones, Richard Kemmerer III, Katrishka Kipp, Jacey Kleintob, Walter Knorr III, Megan Krakosky, Frank Kutz, Derrick Lanning, Robert Long III, Julianna McMahon, Gabrial
Mitchell, Kyle Naugle, Chloe-lyn Osborne, Amberlyn Partash, Natasha Pavlichko, Keiona Roberts, Corinna Scoblick, Matthew Sczyrek, Cierra Snyder, Noa Szmir, Nicholas
Vodzak, Claudia Wolfe.

Boy Scouts will scout for food in the
Back Mountain in March

On Saturday, March 2, Boy Scout Troop 281 of Dallas will continue
to carry on the tradition and participate in the Scouting for Food program. The scouts will collect non-parishable food donations to be delivered to the Back Mountain Food Pantry in Trucksville. Show your
support to the scouts and help feed those in need by donating food
items on Saturday, March 2, 2019.
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Never underestimate the power of a woman
with a crochet hook
Ninety eight year old Ruth Glahn, a Meadows
N&RC resident, has been warming hearts and chilly
knees with her crocheted wheelchair blankets for
years. When she first picked up a crochet hook at the
age of ten, she had no idea how her favorite pastime
would help so many.
As a member of the Church Women United Lap
Robe Ministry, hundreds of her blankets have been
distributed to area nursing homes and the WilkesBarre VA Medical Center. Just in the last five years,
she’s made over 500 blankets!
Ruth said it takes about two weeks to make a
lap blanket, which she works on during visits with her
friend, Meryl Davis, of Dallas, who then delivers the
blankets to the nursing homes. Ruth made the beautiful red, white and green blanket, (in the photo) to be
raffled off to a lucky winner, with the proceeds benefiting the Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation Center’s
Auxiliary. The Meadows Auxiliary is so grateful for
Ruth’s donation. She is truly an inspiration…spreading love one row at a time.

Idetown Fire Co. announces
Family Care
2019
breakfast dates
The Idetown Fire Company announces breakfast dates for 2019. February Pantry is
3rd, March 3rd, April 7th, May 5th, June 2nd, July 7th, August 4th, September
1st, October 6th, November 3rd and December 1st.
Our All You Can Eat Buffet includes bacon, ham, sausage, scrambled eggs,
breakfast potatoes, pancakes, waffles, biscuits w/ sausage gravy, french toast
sticks, made to order eggs and omelettes, OJ, coffee, fruit and pastries. Cost is
$10 for adult and $5 for kids ages 5-10. Time is 8am to 12 noon at the fire hall
located at 138 State Route 415, Dallas. Takeouts are available.

anticipated to
open in
February

A Family Care Pantry is anticipated to open in February 2019
at Shavertown United Methodist
Church. The Family Care Pantry will provide personal care and
household cleaning products to qualified families in the Back Mountain
Communnity. A portion of donations received from the Living Nativity, November 30 to December 2,
at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds
will be used to fund this ministry.
Donations of the following items
will also be welcomed throughout
the year: toilet paper, paper towels, dishwashing soap, all purpose
cleaners, garbage bags, laundry
detergent, dryer sheets, soap, shampoo, deodorant, feminine products,
toothpaste. Hours of operations for
the Family Care Pantry will be announced at a later date. Shavertown
United Methodist Church is located
at 163 N. Pioneer Avenue, Shavertown. For more information about
donations to the Family Care Pantry, please call the church office at
570-675-3616.
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Five Tips to Prepare For Taxes Kingston Twp.
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.

It’s that time of year – tax preparation season
is here! I’m sure some of you dread this time of
year, but I’ve got a few suggestions that can make
it a bit more bearable and help you in the long
run.
1. If you’re not the do-it-yourself type, hire an
experienced, professional tax preparer to handle
your returns. Stay away from the generic chain
tax prep services – they tend to significantly overcharge for preparing returns ... as in charging by the form (which we view as being a rip-off) instead of using an hourly rate (much fairer).
2. Make sure you have all needed tax documents. Sounds simple enough,
but being organized about collecting your tax documents (where did I put
that W-2?) makes life much easier for your preparer (and you too)!
3. Your preparer should ask you many questions, especially if it is the first
time they are preparing your returns. Even after the first year, personal/
financial situations change over time, and any qualified tax preparer will
know to ask the important questions (law changes, new possible deductions, etc.) so you don’t leave anything on the table.
4. If you work with a CPA, hopefully they offer advice for your specific tax
situation during and after preparing your returns. This can be very important for not only the current year (can a traditional IRA contribution lower
your tax bill?) but the following year as well (should you contribute more
to you 401(k) at work?). Offering suggestions that can improve the amount
you get back (or help you pay less than you have in the past) can be very
valuable for some.
5. Your tax professional should be willing to speak with any other professionals you have hired. There are many reasons why insurance professionals, professional financial advisors, attorneys, etc. should speak to your tax
preparer (with your permission of course) to coordinate on issues that may
be important and need to be looked at from different perspectives. This
way, you get the input of trusted professionals on issues that overlap into
several areas of your personal financial/tax situation. Find an experienced
local tax preparer who works for a professional tax preparation firm, earns
his/her money from hourly/job fees (NOT charging by the form), believes
in helping their clients improve their tax/financial situations, and has the
heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesman, and chances are you’ve
found the right tax preparer to help you with your tax situation.
For more information, please visit http://www.mftax.com, email marty@mftax.com, or call (570) 760-6524..
About MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. is a fullservice tax preparation & accounting firm based in PA & FL specializing
in tax preparation, tax planning & advice, and accounting services. With
10+ years of licensed experience, over 10 years of professional education,
and an unwavering commitment to helping you, MF Tax & Accounting,
Inc. is the tax & accounting firm to best serve YOU. Facebook | Twitter |
LinkedIn.

To advertise in the Back Mountain
Community News,
call Lisa at (570) 674-7772

or email: communitynews123@comcast.net
Read the paper online, free of charge at:
www.communitynewsonline.net
Serving the community for over 13 years with all good news.

Winter Parking
Ordinance

Kingston Township’s winter
parking Ordinance will be in effect
beginning Nov. 1 until March 31.
Parking is prohibited on Township
streets between the hours of 10:00
pm and 6:00 am daily. Also stated in
the Ordinance is that parking is prohibited on Township streets during
snow storms and for eight (8) hours
after the end of a snow storm.

Wyoming Sem
Announces
Upper School
Dean’s List For
First Term

Wyoming Seminary Dean Tom Morris has announced the Back Mountain
students named to the Upper School
Dean’s List for the first term of the
2018-2019 academic year.
Dean’s List High Honors: Khizar
Ali, Dallas; Nicole Amoachi, Shavertown; Dakota Banks, Dallas; Katarina Banks, Dallas; Kathryn Barilla,
Dallas; Nicolas Bufalino, Wyoming;
Christina Cikowski, Hunlock Creek;
Shailee Desai, Shavertown; Michael
Doggett, Harveys Lake; Madison
Federici, Dallas; Bernard Frantz,
Shavertown; Kyle Hromisin, Dallas; Christina Kaspar, Dallas; Ethan
Kruger, Shavertown; Sophia Kruger,
Shavertown; Charles Leo, Shavertown; Oliver Lew, Dallas; Sarah
Maseychik, Dallas; Jessie Miller,
Dallas; Zane Nardone, Shavertown;
Kyleigh O’Hara, Dallas; Benjamin
Paglia, Shavertown; Heather Paglia,
Shavertown; Mia Raineri, Shavertown; Tyler Reinert, Shavertown; Abigail Santo, Dallas; Victoria Smulowitz, Shavertown; Jacob Stefanowicz,
Harveys Lake; Emily Williams, Dallas; Vivian Wright, Dallas; Sara Zaykowski, Dallas.
Dean’s List: Ekta Arora, Trucksville; Margaret Barilla, Dallas; Aishani Chauhan, Shavertown; Diane
Friedman, Shavertown; Evan Hromisin, Dallas; Nicole Joanlanne, Dallas; Kirsten Kizis, Dallas; Max Kraus,
Shavertown; Alexander Kristeller,
Dallas; Halee Kush, Shavertown;
Payton Lepore, Wyoming; Francis
Nockley, Shavertown; Noam Wasik,
Harveys Lake; Robert Wilson, Dallas;
William Youngman, Dallas.

Happy Valentine’s Day
from all of us at CK’s
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Bourger Women with Children Program at Misericordia University
honors winter graduate
The Ruth Matthews Bourger Women with Children Program (WWC) at Misericordia University honored
winter 2018 graduate Laverne Donovan of Sunbury in a Mulier Fortis ceremony in the Mercy Hall Chapel on Dec.
17. Donovan graduated during the university’s winter commencement ceremony on Dec. 16 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in health care management.
The WWC program is only one of eight of its kind in the country that provides housing to single mothers at the
poverty level and their children while they earn their a bachelor’s degree on campus. Donovan, who completed her
degree in three and a half years, will start work as a health care recruiter at Maxim Healthcare Services in York on
December 24.
The Mulier Fortis ceremony involved fellow members of the WWC program and the presentation of a Misericordia ring to Donovan by Sister Jean Messaros, R.S.M., vice president for mission integration. She also received
a lavender cord from Katherine Pohlidal, program director. Lavender was the favorite color of Catherine McAuley,
foundress of the Sisters of Mercy who established Misericordia in 1924. It represents spirituality and valor. The
Sisters of Mercy’s mission of helping women and children inspired Sister Messaros to establish WWC in 2000.
Donovan is the 30th graduate of the program.
Those who spoke included Stacy McCarter, who served as a mentor to Donovan, and Donovan’s mother,
Yvonne Donovan of Sunbury. The program currently has the capacity for 16 mothers and up to two children each at
three homes on campus. Information about the program is available at www.misericordia.edu/wwc.
For more information about Misericordia University , please call (570) 674-6400 or visit www.
misericordia.edu. Founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 1924, Misericordia University is Luzerne County’s
first four-year college and offers 56 academic programs on the graduate and undergraduate levels in
full- and part-time formats. Misericordia University ranks in the top tier of the Best Regional Universities
– North category of U.S. News and World Report’s 2019 edition of Best Colleges. The Princeton Review
recognizes MU as a 2019 Best Northeastern College and MONEY Magazine includes Misericordia in its
2018-19 “Best Colleges” list.

Annual Christmas Party held at Fern Wood Manor

Fern Wood Manor held their annual Christmas
Party. There was music, goodies, presents, and of
course Santa Claus to deliver them. Everyone enjoyed the Holiday treats. The Staff and Residents
at Fern Wood Manor would like to wish everyone a
Happy and Healthy New year.

The staff of Ruth Matthews Bourger Women with Children Program at
Misericordia University recently honored graduate Laverne Donovan,
who earned a Bachelor of Science degree in health care management
while a student mother in the program. Shown from left are Katherine Pohlidal, program director; Lavern Donovan, graduate; Sandy
Johnson, program coordinator, and Sister Jean Messaros, R.S.M., vice
president for mission integration, who founded the program in 2000.
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Game Commission
Biologist to speak
on Black Bears

Lackawanna County Audubon
Society to host program at Pennsylvania Anthracite Heritage Museum
Pennsylvania Game Commission
Northeast Region Wildlife Management Supervisor Kevin Wenner
will be presenting an educational
program titled Black Bear Ecology
and Management at the Pennsylvania Anthracite Heritage Museum in
McDade Park on Sunday, Feb. 17,
at 2:30 p.m. The program is being
hosted by the Lackawanna County
Audubon Society.
This program includes the history of black bear populations in
Pennsylvania and highlights their
biology and how the Game Commission monitors bear populations
and manages bears.
Wenner is responsible for directing and coordinating all wildlife management programs within
the 13 counties that comprise the
Game Commission’s Northeast
Region and has been employed by
the agency since 2004. He earned
his Bachelor of Science degree in
Wildlife and Fisheries Science from
Penn State University in 1999.
The Pennsylvania Anthracite
Heritage Museum is located at 22
Bald Mountain Road in Scranton.
This program is free and open to
the public. No reservations are required.
Questions concerning this program can be directed to William
Williams at the Game Commission
Northeast Region Office in Dallas
at (570) 675-1143 Ext. 5008.
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Festive Friday’s at Adventure’s in Learning
Brings Holiday Spirit to the Residents at
Mercy Center in Dallas

The Back Mountain just got a
bit brighter this past Friday thanks
to preschool students at Adventures
in Learning Child Care. The children at the learning center are truly
learning the meaning of giving and
spreading joy this holiday season.
Preschool teachers Kerri Manning and Nicole Friscia have shifted their traditional curriculum to
teach the children songs for holiday
caroling, a dance routine to some
festive tunes and designed holiday crafts to pass out as gifts; the
fortunate recipients of this holiday
cheer are the residents at the Mercy
Center nursing facility located in
Dallas.
They call it Festive Friday! On
each Friday in December the preschool students perform caroling
and a dance routine in the cafeteria
for the residents along with hallway caroling on all three the floors
for everyone to enjoy. In addition
with spreading joy through song
for the residents, the children were
able to hand out donated table top
Christmas trees and handmade lap
blankets which were also donated.
“The residents were thrilled and
overjoyed with everything today”
one employee was overheard saying.
Adventures in Learning staff
along with owner, Lori Russell, are very involved within the community and giving back- so it is a natural progression to pass those values along to the children. Lori has been serving the Back Mountain community for over 30
years and has spent many Christmas seasons with the children in her facility, each year offering a new experience
of good deeds. “If we could only hold the wonder of children at Christmas”, Lori stated.
Lori speaks of the children’s excitement and great joy with their upcoming performances as the children prepare
and practice throughout the week. “The children are engrossed in the festivities, they have taken control of their
song choice, holiday wardrobe and decorated a wagon to tote their gifts and friends in. Taking pride in their good
deed has become top priority and is encouraged by their teachers.”
The preschool children have also been invited to multiple tree lighting ceremonies at the Misericordia University
and Mercy Center campuses. Watching the children preform first hand allows you to see the pride that beams from
them, knowing they are spreading holiday cheer. “I feel it’s important for the children to be involved in Festive
Fridays because we need to teach them, to be a lighthouse in the Back Mountain, is to let our light shine to those
around us” Miss Nicole stated while preparing her children perform.
Miss Kerri said it well with a little help from a familiar author “it is important to realize that it’s just as much
fun to spread cheer at this time of the year as it is to receive gifts. Dr. Suess gives it to us properly ‘maybe Christmas’
he thought ‘doesn’t come from a store, maybe Christmas perhaps means a little bit more’.” Spreading joy and cheer
without spending money is exactly what the preschoolers are doing this December.
When the hustle and bustle of the season begins to bog you down, take a moment and remember the reason why
we celebrate this time of year, why we hold it in such high regard. This season represents, innocents, like that of a
child, good will, reflection and family- whomever we choose to be our family, immediate and extended.
Breath deep, take a sip of hot cocoa and remember to enjoy the season, just like you did when you were a child;
sing a holiday song, do a good deed, make someone smile, and enjoy the season – just like the preschool class at
Adventures in Learning.

Community News • February 2019 • Page 22

Community News • February 2019 • Page 23

Open Wednesday - Saturday, 9am-5pm
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