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Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center’s
Kindergarten Class held a Thanksgiving Program

Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center’s Kindergarten Class entertained family and friends with
their Thanksgiving Program on Friday, November 17. In addition to telling the story of Thanksgiving, the
children sang songs, told what they were thankful for and ended with a Thanksgiving feast. Shown above
from left are, seated: Sophia Greco, Owen Casey-Williams, Emilee Fiske, Sylas Lotfipour, Addison Larson,
Grace Withrow, Rocco Hozempa-Mahlstadt. Standing are: Hudson Stoodley, Julia Clark, Courtney Brittain, Benjamin Corridoni, Macie Sell, Addison Brieling, Third row are: Mrs Collins (Kdg Teacher) and
Mrs. Sweeney (Kdg Teacher’s Aide).
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Lake-Lehman’s Building Hope Club recently organized
a fundraiser for Blue Chip Animal Refuge

Junior High students from Lake-Lehman’s Building Hope Club recently organized a fundraiser for Blue
Chip Animal Refuge in Dallas. The mission of the Building Hope Club is to inspire and promote community
service in both the school and local community. For this project, they raised a total of $417.74 in donations.
Pictured from left-right are: club members Megan Hogan, Grace O’Donnell, Nicole Leo, Sophia Dabsheh,
Braelyn Neville, Jenna Harvey, Katie Parsons, and Skylar Poelma.

Deadline: Tuesday, December 26 at 12:00 noon
Next Publication Date: Friday, December 29
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Sweet Valley Area Dallas Borough
Crime Watch
Traffic Enforcement
The Sweet Valley Area Crime
Watch meets monthly on the second
Tuesday every month, 7:00 PM at
the Sweet Valley Church of Christ,
5439 Main Road, Sweet Valley. For
information call 570-477-3655.

Grief Support

A Grief Support Group is available at River of Life Fellowship
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman, on an as-needed basis. If you
need help, or just someone to talk
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for
further information.

Dallas Chapter
Eastern Star
Building Association,
Welsh cookie sale

Pre-order by December 8 for
pickup on Saturday, December 16.
“Our Famous Welsh cookies will
be available for the Christmas Holiday. To order call Dianne Corby at
(570) 675-4893. Leave name and
phone number on the answering
machine. Please say your phone
number twice. I will call you back.
“Welsh Cookies” $4.50 per dozen
and cookies freeze well. In case of
in climate weather pick up will be
scheduled for another day. Pickup
will be held at the Eastern Star Hall,
Foster Street & Woodlawn Ave.,
Dallas, behind CVs drugstore.

Dallas Rotarians decorate the Triangle for the Holidays

Mayor Timothy J. Carroll and
Police Chief James Drury announce
there will be increased police presence and traffic enforcement of the
regulatory traffic signs in the construction areas in Dallas Borough.
Motorists disregarding traffic signs
put themselves, their passengers, the
public and the roadway contractors
at risk. Please respect our community by obeying all regulatory traffic
signs.

Lake-Lehman
Elementary PTOs
welcomes back The
Harlem Wizards

The Lake-Lehman Elementary
PTOs have teamed up again to bring
The Harlem Wizards back to LakeLehman Jr/Sr High School on January
13th, 2018. We are currently seeking
game sponsors to help us with this
great community event. Sponsorships, concession stand donations and
t-shirt donations are greatly appreciated. Please visit www.harlemwizards.backmtnpa.com for more information or contact Christin Snyder @
570-690-4301.
Group fundraising packages are
also available. If you are a non-profit
group who would like to earn money
by selling 50 or more tickets please
contact us today. Presale tickets will
be available for $10/each in December. Please check the website for updated information on ticket sale dates
and times.

On a recent very cold Saturday morning, several Dallas Rotarians did their annual trek to the triangle at
Routes 309 and 415 in Dallas and decorated it for the holidays to wish everyone a happy holiday season.
From left: Jon Pomrinke, Jason Jolley, Ron Fitch, Dan Jones, Nick Stredny, Kim Reynolds, Melissa Saxon,
Des Harris, Heidi Manning, and Paul Saxon.

Veterans recently Honored at The Meadows Manor

In honor of Veteran’s Day, The Meadows Manor had a wonderful celebration for those who served in our
armed forces. Entertainment was provided by Reflections and the Veterans were recognized for their service
and dedication to our country. Shown in photo above, from left are: John Schultz - U.S. Navy, Earl Lozier
- U.S. Navy, Daniel Sobashinski - U.S. Navy, John Evanina of “Reflections” who provided the entertainment
for the event - U.S. Navy, Dorothy Blase - U.S. Army Nurse, Edward Day - U.S. Army, Lee Baker - U.S. Air
Force and Bob Jeglinski - U.S. Marine.
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Second graders at Wycallis Elementary School in Dallas presented the annual Hoedown
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

The second graders at Wycallis Elementary School in Dallas
presented the annual Hoedown on
November 16 in the school’s gymnasium. The morning performance
was for the entire student body. The
gym was filled with parents and
grandparents for the afternoon’s
presentation.
The show features songs, square
dancing and skits. The children benefit from the inter-curricular activity
because they study the history of the
American West, use their art skills
to make the props, help write the
skits, learn the music and practice
dance moves in Physical Education
classes.
“My favorite part is to see how
they progress from not being able to
do any of this to the level of
performing in the show,” said Karen Arnaud, the Physical Education
teacher who coordinates the show
every year with music teacher Deborah Pike. “The children really enjoy it, too.”
Photo right: pictured in Mrs.
Francis’ classroom before lining
up for the show, from left, are
Brayden Kilduff, Odessa Kanton,
Eric Kuzma, Kylie Landi and
Jose Lopez.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
Church All you
can eat soup and
salad supper

Because everyone enjoys soup,
members of the Mount Zion United
Methodist Church on Mount Zion
Road in Harding are holding another “all you can eat soup and salad
supper” on Saturday, December 2nd
from 4:30 until 6:30. A variety of
soups, chili, salads, breads, beverages and desserts will be available.
Meals cost $7 for adults and $4 for
children under 12. For more information, please call Karen Daniels
at 570 885-1650. Everyone is welcome!

All smiles before the show, from left, are Liam Bustin, Elnathan Sileshi,
Ava Adams, Alexis Lefkoski and Chloe Fitch.

Students in Mrs. Kosak’s class are pictured before their big show. In
front are Alivia Wall, left, and Amanda Lewis. Standing from left are
Joshua Jackubowski, Luke Grove, Ryan Zimmerman, Sydney
Haydu and Peyton Strobel.

PE teacher Karen Arnaud, left, and music teacher Deborah Pike were
excited to welcome visitors to the annual Wycallis Elementary Hoedown.
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Oil on Canvas Paintings by Samir
Abdo on display at the Back
Mountain Memorial Library

Oil on canvas paintings
by Samir Abdo of Damascus,
Syria will be on display at the
Back Mountain Memorial Library throughout the month of
December. The display is entitled Images of Damascus.
Abdo, who was born in
Lebanon in 1970, has been
painting in different styles for
the past 28 years. He received
his degree from The Fine and
Applied Arts Institute and then
worked as an art teacher for
26 years. Samir participated in
multiple art shows in Damascus between 1999 and 2008.
During this period he was working and selling his paintings from
his shop in the Old City section of Damascus, where most of them were
purchased by tourists. Abdo was also doing private sessions for college students where he would teach them painting and engineering drawing. Samir
and his family immigrated to the United States ten months ago and he says
he was unable to paint until they got settled into their house.
Samir adds that he is “very grateful for this opportunity to have my
art displayed at the Back Mountain Library where I can share some images
of my Old Town that is very dear to me.”If you are interested in reaching
Samir to purchase paintings or to inquire about commissioned pieces, he
can be reached at samirabdo190@gmail.com.

Kingston Township All You Can
Winter Parking
Eat Breakfasts
Ordinance
Planned
Kingston Township’s Winter
Parking Ordinance will be in effect until March 31, 2018. Parking
is prohibited on Township streets
between the hours of 10pm and
6am daily. Also stated in the Ordinance is that parking is prohibited
on Township streets during snow
storms and for eight (8) hours after
the end of a snow storm.

The Shavertown Fire Department has the following date set for
their monthly breakfast fundraiser:
December 16 (breakfast with Santa). Adults are $8 and children under 12 years old are $3. The breakfasts will be hld at 170 North Main
Street, Shavertown, PA. Help support your local volunteers.

Toys for Tots drop-off location
Rep. Karen Boback announced that
her Tunkhannock district office, located at
133 West Tioga St.,
Suite 4, is serving as a
Toys for Tots drop-off
location this year.
You can drop off a
new, unwrapped toy
at the bin in the office
until early December.
For more information
about the program
visit http://www.toysfortots.org/default.
aspx.”

Dallas School
District Awarded
Safe Schools
Grant

Dallas School District has been
awarded a $19,990 Safe Schools
Equipment Grant announced Rep.
Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming).
The grant, distributed by the
Pennsylvania Department of Education, will be used by Dallas School
District to assist in reducing unnecessary student disciplinary actions
and promote a climate of greater
productivity, safety and learning as
well as to procure the resources and
training necessary to create a physical environment that fosters the
safety and well-being of students
and staff.
“This is an excellent use of funds
and I commend Dallas School District for pursuing this program,”
said Boback. “As a former educator, I am committed to ensuring our
schools foster a positive learning
environment. This grant will help
Dallas School District continue
their great work in this area.”
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Christmas Festival, Gingerbread House
Contest

Dallas AAC celebrated Veterans Day

Family Christmas Festival and Gingerbread House Contest will be held
on Sunday, December 3, from 12:30-3:30pm at the Gate of Heaven Parish
gym. 40 Machell Avenue, Dallas.
There will be a Gingerbread House contest (rules &entry forms available
at GOH, dress up nativity, cookie decorating, life size Gingerbread houses,
visit from St. Nick, crafts & games, affordable homemade soup, whimpies,
milk and hot chocolate. For forms and information call 570-675-2121.

Dallas AAC celebrated Veterans Day with a special lunch and program. Forty center members who served
in the military were recognized with a roll of honor. Each branch of the military was saluted with the singing
of it’s service song. Also, patriotic songs were sung led by The Silvertones, the center’s choral group.
Veterans who attended are as follows: Front Row. Andy Pecsi, Tom Law, John Dermako, Joe Malak, John
Mikulka, Joe Kester. John Gula. Back Row: Donnie Stanczak, Jerry McNulty, Dave Smith, Jim Daubert,
Dennis Shovlin, George Parrish, Bob Watlack, and Bill Garber.

Read the Back Mountain Community News free anytime
www.communitynewsonline.net
To advertise call Lisa at 570-674-7772
It’s All Good News! ... Where Community Matters.
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Christmas Tea To Benefit Lake-Lehman Scholarships

The Lake-Lehman Foundation Holiday Tea will be held at Irem Clubhouse on Sunday, December 10 from 1
to 4 pm. All proceeds from the event benefit scholarships for Lake-Lehman students. The event will feature
the much anticipated basket and gift raffle, featuring gift certificates from Back Mountain and area businesses, as well as unique theme baskets donated by members of the community. This year’s entertainment
will be provided by the Lake-Lehman High School’s select vocal ensemble the Black Knight Chorale. The
BKC, as it is known by its members, is a twenty-five person ensemble under the direction of Mr. Matthew T.
Shaul, the chorus director at Lake-Lehman High School. The group specializes in chamber music across all
genres and time periods. The ensemble works to maintain a signature voice in both solo and full ensemble
singing, where any singer could come forward and be heard equally. Over the three years since the ensemble’s founding, members of the ensemble have attended festivals at the County, District, and Regional level
and have been active leaders in the music and drama programs at Lake-Lehman. The cost is $25 per person.
Please make reservations accompanied by payment before December 5. For reservations, call 570-592-5763
or email ellen.a.boyer@gmail.com. Pictured above from left to right are some members of the BKC gathering to practice holiday songs for the tea: Dan White, Anna Del Pino, Sarah Orbin, Fiona Daly, Mariana
Leal-Huerta, Kaelyn Adams, Dale White, Nicole Wojciechowski, Samantha Spencer, Richie Cronin, Jordyn
Jones, Lucia Bassett and Hannah Matysik.

Men’s Breakfast
Group meets weekly

The Back Mountain Men’s
Ecumenical Group meets at the
Irem Country Club for their weekly
breakfast meetings at 8:00 a.m. on
Tuesdays. All men are welcome to
join the group.
Serving the community for over 12
years with all Good News ...
Where Community Matters.
Call Lisa at (570) 690-7581
or email: communitynews123@
comcast.net to advertise.

FOR SALE

Duraflame Heater
(2 remotes)
Model 5hm7000-b335
voltage 120 vac, 60 hz
125 amps 1500 watts
Excellent condition,
asking $50.00

Call 570 675-8780
after 1:00 pm
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Dallas High School Championship Baseball Team Visits State Capitol

The Dallas Mountaineers, which
captured the state’s 4A baseball title
this year, paid a visit to the Capitol on
November 13, 2017.
While there they met with Sen.
Lisa Baker, an alumna of the school,
who introduced the team in remarks
from the Senate floor. They also had
the opportunity to visit the Senate
floor and pose for pictures with the
senator. The team defeated South
Park High School 5-0 in the title
game played at Penn State’s Medlar
Field.
Shown in photo right, front row,
from left are: Assistant Coach John
Kashatus, Head Coach Ken Kashatus, players Christo Huntington, Mike Caravaggio, Mike Collins and Darren Kerdesky, Senator Lisa Baker, players Adam Sutton, Beaudyn Lewis, Andrew
Kovalick, E.J. Williams, Ethan Zawatski, J.D. Barrett and Alex Kapral.
Standing behind are: Players Justin Finarelli, Will McCrum, Nick Kocher, Drew Patton, Josh Lydon, Mike Luksic, Ben O’Connell, Charles Giacometti and Matt Mathers, Assistant Coaches
Jim Casey, Bob Aten and Paul Narcum.
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Annie’s Blurb

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is
pleased to announce the following
events and activities for the month
of December: Our intergenerational
Advent Celebration will take place
on Sunday, December 3 during the
Sunday School hour (9:45-10:45
am). Everyone is welcome to attend. Be sure to stop in the Narthex
and see the display of unique Advent
calendars, on loan from members of
the congregation. The Retired Ramblers
will hold their monthly
gathering at the Lakeside Skillet
on Thursday, December 21 at 8:32
am. All are invited to share a meal
and light conversation accompanied
with a laugh or two with our fellow
church members and their friends.
Please plan to attend. No reservations needed.
Our annual intergenerational
Christmas program will begin rehearsals on Saturdays, December 9
and 16 from 10:00 am to noon. The
program will be presented on Sunday, December 17 during the 11:00
am worship service. We hope that
families will attend together and
join in our Christmas celebration.
Our discussion group “AsOne”
will meet on Sunday, December
10 at 9:45 am (during the Sunday
School hour). The topic for December is “Chrismons: Part 2”.
The Back Mountain Railroad
Club will meet on Monday, December 11 at 7:00 pm.
St. Paul’s is a handicapped accessible building. COME and SEE
all that St. Paul’s has to offer! For
more information, please call 570675-3859 or email stpaul@epix.
net.

Read the Community
News FREE online at:

www.communitynewsonline.net
To submit community news and
photos email:
communitynews123@comcast.net.

To advertise call Lisa at
(570) 674-7772.
Serving the community
for over 12 years.
Locally Owned & Operated.
It’s All Good News ...
Where Community Matters!

Senator Lisa
Coat Drive planned
Phillips named Head Annual
Eye Care Specialists, based in Kingston Pennsylvania, is
Baker Announces Baseball Coach
holding their annual Coat Drive for the children and families of Luzerne County and Columbia County Head Start
December Office
Joe Phillips of Dallas has been named head organizations. This is the 10 th year the local company has
baseball coach at Wyoming Seminary Upper collect coats through generous donations of new and genHours in
School, announced Karen Klassner, Sem director of
used coats donated by patients, vendors, and the general
Wyoming County athletics. Phillips, who served as an assistant coach tly
public. The collection is currently in progress and will run
Senator Lisa Baker announced
that Field Representative Tom Yoniski will be available for consultation
from 1:30 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, Dec. 5 in the Commissioners’ Office Conference Room inside
the Wyoming County Courthouse, 1
Courthouse Square, Tunkhannock.
Appointments are welcome but not
necessary.
Constituents are encouraged to
visit with any questions or problems
relating to state matters. Concerns
may also be addressed by visiting
Senator Baker’s district office at
22 Dallas Shopping Center, Memorial Highway, Dallas, by visiting her
website at www.senatorbaker.com
or by calling (570) 675-3931.

at Sem during the spring 2017 season, most recently
coached t-ball, minors, majors, teeners and American Legion teams in the Back Mountain baseball
program. During his ten-year tenure at Back Mountain, he served as the All-Star head coach for five
years, leading his Little League, teeners and legion
teams to five District 31 championships, Section 5
championships and state playoffs. He also coached
the Dallas junior high baseball team for four years,
served as the Penn State Wilkes-Barre head baseball coach for one year and served as player/coach
for the Hilldale baseball club for 12 years, winning
several championships.
An outstanding baseball and basketball player
at Coughlin High School and a four-year starter at
shortstop for Penn State University, Phillips also
played in adult hardball leagues for 20 years. He
was inducted into the Plains Sports Hall of Fame
in 1995 in recognition of his accomplishments in
baseball, basketball and football.

through December 15th.
Eye Care Specialists has once again teamed with The
Penguins for the for the kids and families affiliated with the
Luzerne County Head Start Program. They will place collection boxes at the The Toyota SportsPlex on Coal Street.
There will also be a collection box at the Wilkes-Barre
Scranton Penguins home game on December 8th.
New and Gently used coats for Children and Adults
are being collected at Eye Care Specialists’ Rutter Avenue
location as well as their satellite offices in Berwick, Dallas,
Hazleton, Nanticoke, Scranton, West Pittston. Coats may
also be dropped off at the Head Start Beekman Street location in Wilkes-Barre, the The Toyota SportsPlex (Coal St.,
Wilkes-Barre), or at the Penguins home game on December
8th . The Head Start Program serves over 1,000 children in
Luzerne County alone. Although their preschool education
program is primarily for children, Head Start also has programs to assist the rest of the family as well. As the holiday
approaches us give the gift of warmth to a child

FREE Wi-Fi

Huntsville United Methodist Church
celebrated their 140th Anniversary

The Huntsville United Methodist Church celebrated their 140th anniversary of being in the Back Mountain. The church was filled with
lots of friends and a great time was had by all. A brunch was held right
after the service. Shown in the photo from left around the table are:
district superintendent Reverend Marion Hartman, Pastor Ian Hastings, Delana Cool, John Weaver, Michael Hazleton, Alexis Weaver and
Katelyn Cool. Sitting at the kids table was a big hit!
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Winners of the Veterans Appreciation Art and Essay Contest

Pictured above with Rep. Karen Boback are the winners of the Veterans Appreciation fifth-grade art and
essay contest: Dulcie Zeveney, second place, art; Nicholas Salsberg, third place, essay; Robert Panko, first
place, art; Kyla O’Brien, first place, essay; Kelly Sherman, second place, essay; and Madison Lewis, third
place, art. The winners were invited to read their essay or show their artwork at my Annual Veterans Event
held at Misericordia last month.
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News from the
Pro Rehab celebrated its 20th anniversary with a Grand Opening
Back Mountain
Celebration for its Newest Location
Memorial Library By MB Gilligan
Come visit us during our O p e n
House on Wednesday, Dec. 20 and
Thursday, December 21. The Library appreciates our patrons’ support throughout the year, and invites
them to stop in for punch, homemade cookies, and other desserts.
Relax and enjoy seasonal music
while you are here.
The Library will be closed Saturday, December 23 and Monday,
December 25 for Christmas, and
Saturday, December 30 for New
Year’s. Need a little Christmas?
Our Holiday Shop will be open
through December with an amazing stock of gifts, trees, wreaths,
cards, floral arrangements, tableware, wrapping paper, and enough
decorative items to turn your home
into a holiday wonderland. Shop all
month, as new arrivals are added
weekly.
The Slightly Used Bookshop
has received a generous donation of
art books. There are books on art
museums and galleries, as well as
numerous How-To
books on watercolor, oil painting, photography, colored pencils,
and more. All are very reasonably
priced. Remember that the Bookshop is always a great place to shop
for gifts. Civil War books for that
history buff or Amish romances for
a special friend are a thoughtful way
to fill a Christmas stocking. A book
is always the right size.
Have an interesting collection
you would like to share with our patrons? You are invited to spotlight
your items in our display case. Past
collections have ranged from baskets to Barbies, from paperweights
to pottery, from coins to camels.
Call the Library to reserve your
month.
Reader Recommended: Titles
our patrons and staff are enthusiastic about “Killing Season” by Faye
Kellerman, “Fairytale” by Danielle
Steel, “Martin Luther” by Heinz
Schilling. Contact us at 570-6751182 or find so much more at our
website at www.backmountainlibrary.org.

Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

Pro Rehab celebrated its 20th anniversary with a Grand Opening celebration for its newest location at 220
East Center Hill Road, Dallas. “We
started out in Plains with two physical
therapists, a physical therapist assistant and a pool,” said Lynn Distasio,
clinical coordinator and Chief Operating Officer for ProRehab. “Now,
we have nine facilities ranging from
Moosic in Lackawanna County to a
site very close to Columbia County.
It is exciting.”
ProRehab offers physical therapy
and although nearly 90% of its clients
are referred for therapy by a physician some people seek out rehab on
their own. There are several trained
physical therapists, physical therapy
assistants, as well as wellness coordinators on site.
Athletic Republic shares the
site in Dallas and is essentially a fitness club offering training for athletes of any age. Athletic Republic
is open seven days a week and 1 1/2
sessions are held for groups ranging
from two to six people. Sports performance coaches assist the groups
to use the various state-of-the-art
training equipment. The facility has a
treadmill that can incline to nearly 35
degrees and runners can reach speeds
over 20 mph. There is a leg press machine that can sense the difference
in strength of each leg and will help
to train the lower body. Athletic Republic also has a plyo floor which is a
cushioned wood surface with several
patterns on it. The athlete is tethered
in place while working through various jumping routines to increase agility and quickness.
“We always use a test, teach and
train sequence and we also focus on
recovery,” said Distasio. “We offer
sports performance training to increase speed, agility and power and
then we train in sport specific areas.”
Pro Rehab in Dallas is open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from
7:30am to 7:30pm and on Tuesdays
and Fridays from 7:30am to 4pm.
Most insurances are accepted. For
more information call ProRehab at
570-675-2300 or Athletic Republic
at 570-675-2600.

Senator Lisa Baker presented a certificate to ProRehab on its 20th anniversary. Pictured from left are
Michele Cassetori, Maurita Elias, Bob Elias, Dr. Patrick J. Kerrigan, Michael Prociak, Senator Lisa Baker,
Lynn Distasio, Don Cassetori, Eric Paczewski, and Ann Marie Durako.

The members of the staff at the Dallas ProRehab and Athletic Republic, from left, are: Joseph Pretko,
Cheryl Jayne, Michelle Mayerski, Ryan Duffy, Holly Saraka, Dave Johns, Sarah McNeal, Carly Wozniak,
Ericka Hornak, Hunter Baran, Steve Pileggi, Eric Paczewski, and Lynn Distasio.

Sports Performance Coaches Josey Rupert, left,
and Loren Schemery are ready to help with your
strength training.

Gisele and Eugene Kim took a tour of the facilities
during the Open House.
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Dallas Senior and Businessman at 17 Prince of Peace

Christmas Service
Schedule

By Cassidy deLeur
Back Mountain Community
News Student Contributor

It is believed that after high school,
a student’s life will begin. A senior of
Dallas High School, John Stachnik,
chose to defy this expectation and
instead speed up the process. His
business “Prevailing Apparel” was
forged out of passion and the love for
the craft of fashion and clothing.
He states, “I’ve always wanted
clothing to stand out, and be a wow
factor when someone sees them.” He
strives to surpass his competitors by
creating fashionable, yet comfortable
attire for anyone to wear.
So far, he is living up to his standards, as when the business was
launched, over seven hundred dollars was made within the first three
days. For a new and upcoming streetwear brand, this is a huge feat to
accomplish. If you are interested in viewing his products, visit https://
www.prevailingapparel.com/.

Quiet and
Contemplative
Prayers on Winter
Solstice

Take a break from the hectic
pace of the holidays to reflect & replenish on Wednesday, December
20 at 7:00 PM, at Prince of Peace
Episcopal Church, 420 Main Street
in Dallas.
This quiet service will
include prayer, candlelight, and quiet music. The Winter Solstice is the
shortest day and longest night of the
year. All are welcome to attend.

Prince of Peace Episcopal
Church 420 Main Street, Dallas will
celebrate the Christmas Eucharist
at a traditional Christmas Eve service on Sunday, December 24, at
4:30 p.m. The church will continue
the Christmas celebration with a
Service of Lessons & Carols with
Holy Eucharist on Sunday, December 31, at 9:30 AM. All are invited.
For more information please visit
the parish website www.princeofpeacedallaspa.org.

Advent Service of
Song & Prayer

Peace, Hope, Love: Advent Service of Song & Prayer to be held at
Prince of Peace Episcopal Church.
The Music Center at Prince of
Peace Episcopal Church invites you
to an evening of beautiful choral
music interspersed with prayer, on
Sunday, December 3 beginning at
7:30 PM. A group of very talented
musicians from the area will be performing a variety of Advent/peace
music under the direction of Jennifer Hunter. There is no charge for
this event. Prince of Peace is located at 420 Main Street in Dallas.
For more information on this and
other events, please visit the parish
website www.princeofpeacedallaspa.org or contact the church office
570-675-1723.
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LEGION LOGBOOK

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post
672 had a very interesting meeting this month. We
had the largest attendance in years. A suggestion of a
name change proved to be a controversial topic.
Commander Art Parks opened up the floor for
suggestions and an overwhelming majority voted to
keep the Post name of Daddow-Isaacs. As one person stated, “If it ain’t broken, why change it.” It was
great to see the large turn-out for our monthly meet- Clarence J. Michael
ing. Maybe we need another controversial topic Past Commander
Dallas American
to swell our meetings. I might suggest adopting a
Legion, Post 672
NON-SMOKING requirement at our next meeting.
The Post decided to have an Anniversary dinner
on November 11 (Veterans Day) beginning at 3 P.M. It was open to the
Legion, Ladies Auxiliary, SAL, and Legion Riders. Tickets to the event
had been distributed and over 125 people responded. It was catered by the
Checkerboard and the people were heard to comment on how good the food
was. Commander Art Parks welcomed all the guests.
Senator Lisa Baker and State Representative Karen Boback presented a
citation from the State Legislature to Commander Art Parks. John Emil, Sr.
who oversaw the Anniversary Dinner provided a list of Post 672’s contributions to the community, and acknowledged all the past commanders. Margaret Baloga and Ginger Spencer, wives of deceased commanders, were
also present. As Historian, I presented some information on the formulation of the National American Legion, the Pennsylvania American Legion,
and Post 672. I had phone calls asking me, “Who was Isaacs? Who was
Daddow?” And many of us wondered that ourselves. A few days before
the dinner Linda Van Orden called me and asked to meet about the naming.
She had gone on Ancestry.com and looked up Daddow and Isaacs. She had
also contacted the Great Granddaughter of Isaacs who sent her some written information and a photo. Thus I could share more information about
both of thee. They are both buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, and were WW
I veterans. I also had a table filled with past momentoes of the preceding 80
years. Pictures and news articles predominated. My wife ,Morag, had just
arrived home from a visit to her sister in England to make it a more enjoyable night for me.
At the monthly meeting we discussed the monument which was moved
during the construction of the roundabout, the Turkey Raffle on November
19, Jeff Swire’s Patriot Cove Project, and the Pearl Harbor Day Breakfast
on December 9. It was also decided to donate $1,000 to the Back Mountain
Food Bank and the Noxen Food Bank, and $500 to the Back Mountain
Memorial Library.
Our next monthly meeting will be on December 5, 2017, at 7:30 P.M.
Commander Parks invites all members and prospective members to attend.
GOD BLESS AMERICA!

Thank you for your service.
Back Mountain Community News

Dallas Days Bicentennial Old Fashioned
Christmas Tree Lighting

Join in the fun on Saturday, December 9, 5:00-8:00 p.m., Dallas Days Bicentennial Old-Fashioned Christmas Tree Lighting & Donation, to be held on the
site of the former Dallas Township School. Enjoy a kick-off to the holiday season as the Back Mountain community gathers for the lighting of a special Bicentennial Christmas tree. Food, activities, Santa and old-fashioned fun. Bring
an unwrapped toy for a local child in need. Local vendors are welcome; additional information for the event, and application form for free vendor spaces
can be found at www.dallastownship.org, or by calling the Dallas Township
municipal office, at (570) 674-2000, ext. 2008.

Clothes Closet
to Re-Open

Clothes Closet is now open
on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of
each month. The clothes closet
is located at The River of Life
Fellowship Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman. For details
call 570-675-8109.
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Learning Center children share their Mark D. Kraynack, Harvey’s Lake, named
Senior Operations Manager for R.N. Fitch and
blessings with others in need
For more than a decade, the children, parents, grandparents and
teachers at the Trinity
Learning Center in Dallas have held their annual
“Season of Thanksgiving
Food Drive.”
This year the children and their families
donated more than 175
pounds of food which
was delivered to the
Back Mountain Food
Pantry. Their donations
helped fill more than 200
Thanksgiving baskets
which were provided for families in need in the Back Mountain community this year. From
left: Aubree Chopyak, Lydia Schell, Sam Ratuszny, Brock Bolton, Brittany Edmondson, and
Dante Pietraccini.

Sons, a division of McGrath Enterprises, Inc.

Mark D. Kraynack, of Harvey’s Lake, PA has been named Senior
Operations Manager for R.N. Fitch and Sons, a division of McGrath
Enterprises, Inc., Dallas PA.
A lifetime resident of the Back Mountain, with over 30 years of
Operations Management Experience, Mr. Kraynack brings an extensive
background in HVAC, Plumbing, and Heavy Equipment Operations
Management to R.N. Fitch and Sons. Mark Kraynack joined R.N. Fitch
and Sons in December of 2016, to fill the position of Job Costing and
Dispatch Manager. In his new role, Mark will be responsible for day
to day Management of Operations, Project Management of Plumbing,
HVAC, and Excavation Projects in both the Residential and Commercial divisions of R.N. Fitch and Sons, as well as company Safety and
Fleet Management.
Prior to joining, R.N. Fitch and Sons, Mr. Kraynack served as Supervisor of Buildings and
Grounds for Dallas Area School District for 22 years. Among the many highlights of his career,
Mr. Kraynack represented the district’s interests by providing oversight for $3M in building additions and $43M in new construction of the District’s high school. Mr. Kraynack holds certificates in
Boiler Maintenance, HVAC Systems, Water and Geothermal systems, as well as residential and commercial electrical systems. Mr. Kraynack and his wife Susan have 2 children and 2 grandchildren.
R.N. Fitch and Sons, has been serving the Back Mountain Area of the Wyoming Valley since
1959. R.N. Fitch and Sons provides commercial and residential, service and sales, of Heating and
Air Conditioning Systems, General Plumbing, Well Water Pumps and Water Purification, Reverse
Osmosis, Septic and Dosing systems, as well as, various excavation services.
R.N. Fitch and
Sons was acquired in 2016 by Sean C. McGrath, Owner and President of McGrath Enterprises, Inc.
Since purchasing the company in 2016, McGrath Enterprises, Inc. has expanded the company’s commercial services footprint to Wilkes-Barre, Hanover Township and Mountaintop, PA.

Dallas Borough
Traffic Enforcement

Mayor Timothy J. Carroll and
Police Chief James Drury announce
there will be increased police presence and traffic enforcement of the
regulatory traffic signs in the construction areas in Dallas Borough.
Motorists disregarding traffic signs
put themselves, their passengers, the
public and the roadway contractors
at risk. Please respect our community by obeying all regulatory traffic
signs.

Christmas-Give-Away
fundraiser planned

The women of the Altar & Rosary Society of Gate
of Heaven Parish, Machell Ave, Dallas are conducting a
fundraiser by selling Christmas-Give-Away Tickets.
The tickets are $5.00 each for a chance to win based
on the daily evening 3 digit PA Lottery drawing for the
month of January 2018. This is a perfect Christmas
gift for family, friends, and anyone on your Christmas
list, your mail carrier, hair dresser, barber, mechanic, etc.
Don’t miss out on this great gift giving idea! Tickets
are available at the church office or by calling 570-6755198 or 675-1277.
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Merrill Lynch Financial Advisors form Dallas Rotary sponsors fundraiser for food pantry
Koehl, Youngman, Levy & Rosenthal
Wealth Management Group
Merrill Lynch announced that
the Koehl Youngman Group and
Levy Rosenthal and Associates
have merged to form the Koehl,
Youngman, Levy & Rosenthal
Wealth Management Group.
“The combined experience of
these advisors and their team members enables the Koehl, Youngman,
Levy & Rosenthal Wealth Management Group to continue to offer
personalized wealth management
strategies and tailored advice and
guidance to individuals, families
and businesses of Wilkes-Barre,”
said Chris Reber, Eastern Penn.
market executive.
The Koehl, Youngman, Levy
& Rosenthal Wealth Management
Group includes: Wealth Management Advisor Chip Koehl, a native
of Trucksville, Pennsylvania, who
joined Merrill Lynch in 1987.
Wealth Management Advisor
Charles L. Youngman, CPRC® a
native of Dallas, Pennsylvania,
joined Merrill Lynch in 2001.
Wealth Management Advisor Frederick R. Levy, a native of
Kingston, Pennsylvania, joined
Merrill Lynch in 1981.
Wealth Management Advisor
Stephen J. Rosenthal, a native of
Kingston, Pennsylvania, joined
Merrill Lynch in 1997.
Senior Financial Advisor Robert
S. Rolland, a native of Dallas, Pennsylvania, joined Merrill Lynch in
2009.
Financial Advisor Matthew D.
Shaffer, CFP® a native of Scranton, Pennsylvania, joined Merrill
Lynch
in
2012. 
To advertise in the
Back Mountain
Community News, call Lisa at
(570) 674-7772 or email:
communitynews123@comcast.net
To send community news
information, email:

communitynews123
@comcast.net

Read the paper online,
free of charge at:
www.communitynewsonline.net
Serving the community
for over 12 years!

Team Financial Advisor William A.
Stella, a native of Scranton, Pennsylvania, joined Merrill Lynch
in 2015. He received a bachelor’s
degree in accounting from the University of Scranton.
The group also includes registered client associates Lori A. Piazza-Timchack and Amy M. Lynott,
and client associates Jill Varzaly and
Susan Long.
The Koehl, Youngman, Levy &
Rosenthal Wealth Management
Group is located in the Merrill
Lynch Wilkes-Barre, Pa. office at
600 Baltimore Drive and can be
reached at 570-829-8010
or by
visiting www.FA.ml.com/KYLR

On Thursday, November 9th, the Dallas Rotary Club held their annual auction and raffle to raise food
and funds for the Back Mountain Food Pantry. Through the generosity of their club members, they raised
$1,157.00 and 300 pounds of food. Committee members, from left: Eric Martin, Kerry Freeman, Jerry
Reisch, Kim Reynolds, Ted Horn, Kate Pitkat, Paul Saxon, and Chairperson Sandy Peoples. Ann Marie
Konek was not available for the photo.

From our family to yours ...

Merry Christmas and wishes for
a Healthy & Happy New Year!
Back Mountain Community News

Community News • December 2017 • Page 17

Trinity Presbyterian Church in Dallas Wyoming Seminary Student Government Delivers
recognized their veterans
Thanksgiving to Needy Local Families

On Sunday, November 12, the pastor and congregation at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Dallas, recognized their veterans present from several branches of our military. From left: Art Peoples, Air Force; Neil
Morrison, Coast Guard; Windsor Davis, Air Force; Pastor Jennifer
Baer; Allan Hobbs, Air Force; and Clarence Givens, Navy.

Happy Holidays ~ Merry Christmas!
Wishes for all the very best in the New Year!
Back Mountain Community News
It’s All Good News ... Where Community Matters

Thanksgiving was a more festive holiday for several local families, thanks to dinner baskets delivered to
area homes by members of the Wyoming Seminary student government. The annual Thanksgiving basket
project is a tradition for 50 years at Sem and is funded by donations collected at the school’s Thanksgiving
chapel, a pie sale done by Metz Culinary Management, and additional funds raised by student government.
Students shopped for turkeys and other food items at local grocery stores before packing the items in the
school student center and distributing them directly to seven families identified by Commonwealth Home
Health and Hospice.
Shown above in photo are: Wyoming Seminary student government members seen with Thanksgiving dinner items for area needy families are, first row from left: Niko Katsuyoshi, Morgan Hill, Calif., freshman
class vice president; Rebecca Hammerman, Shavertown, junior class vice president; Kyra Stella, WilkesBarre, sophomore class officer; Ziming Liu, Qingdao, China P.R.C., senior class vice president; and senior
Tian Lan, Zhuhai, China P.R.C., Swetland Hall representative. Second row from left: Kiran Sharma, Mt.
Bethel, senior class president; Christian Roberts, Trucksville, postgraduate representative; James Hughes,
Kingston, senior class officer; and postgraduate Zadok Scott, Aledo, Texas, Carpenter Hall representative.
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Carols by Candle
Light planned at
the Shavertown
United Methodist
Church

On Sunday, December 10th at
7:00 PM, the Shavertown United
Methodist Church Fine Arts Concert Series will present Carols by
Candlelight. The annual Christmas concert will be an evening of
carol singing accompanied by The
Anthracite Brass, hand bells, piano
and organ. SUMC choirs and guest
singers will also be singing and
playing special arrangements of favorite Christmas and Advent carols.
A reception will follow the concert
and a free will offering will be received. All are welcome.
The church is located at 163 N.
Pioneer Ave., Shavertown. For
more information, please call 570675-3616.

A Christmas Carol

Cross Creek Community
Church, located at 370 Carverton
Road, Trucksville, is pleased to
announce that they will have three
showings for “A Christmas Carol”
on Friday, December 8th, Saturday,
December 9th and Sunday, December 10th at 6:30pm. A Christmas
Carol” is based on the novel written
by Charles Dickens with an interesting twist at the end!
Pastor Dave Martin encourages
all our friends, family and neighbors
to join us for this free event as we
come together to welcome in the
Christmas season.
Join us as we perform “A Christmas Carol” with our very own cast
and crew, including favorites like
Ebenezer Scrooge, Jacob Marley
and Tiny Tim, acting out this old
time favorite!
For more information please call
the church office at 570-696-0399
or visit our website at www.crosscreekcc.org.

Outreach Hours
Set for December,
Says Boback

Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today
announced her outreach hours for
December. Representatives from
several different organizations will
offer assistance at her district offices
throughout the month. Please note:
Offices will be closed on Monday,
December 25, due to the holiday.
The Mobile Vet Center will
be in the Ace Hardware-Brady and
Cavany Store parking lot in Eaton
Township on Monday, December 4,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
On Wednesday, December 6th,
the American Legion will hold office hours at the Tunkhannock
district office, located at 133 West
Tioga St., Suite 4, in Tunkhannock
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
A claims consultant from the
American Legion will provide the
assistance. Area veterans may seek
assistance and information pertaining to specific benefits and programs. Additional meetings will be
held on the first Wednesday of every month.
For more information and to register, visit www.RepBoback.com
or call her Tunkhannock district office at 570-836-4777.
Veterans outreach hours will be
offered on Tuesday, December 19th,
at the Dallas district office from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. A claims consultant
from the Wilkes-Barre Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) will be
on hand to address questions and
concerns of local veterans and their
families.
A representative from the University of Scranton Small Business
Development Center will be at the
Tunkhannock district office on
Wednesday, December 27th, from
10 a.m. to noon. The University of
Scranton Small Business Development Center provides educational
programs and no-cost, confidential
consulting services to entrepreneurs
looking to start or grow a small
business.
Please note that these days and
hours may change due to inclement
weather.
For more legislative information, visit Boback’s website at
www.RepBoback.com.
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Dallas High School Drama Club presented the comedy, “Harvey” VFW Service

Officer to help
Veterans, Senator
Baker’s Office

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community News Correspondent
The Dallas High
School Drama Club
presented the comedy,
“Harvey,” on November 10 and November
11.
Jake Thomas
portrayed Elwood P.
Doud, the male lead in
the play. Female lead
was played by senior
Emma Oley. Harry
McKeown directed
the students and Audrey Ide handled
costumes in her 58th
school play.

Above are the senior
members of the cast,
from left, are: Emma
Oley, Brandon Fox,
Megan Daily and
James Sobieski.

Dallas sophomore John Toussaint and junior
Nichole Conrad had important roles in the
high school play.
Photo right: Dallas sophomore David
Janoski grabs onto Jake Thomas in a
scene from the play, “Harvey.”

State Sen. Lisa Baker, R-Lehman Township, invites veterans of all
ages and from all service eras to
utilize the Pennsylvania Veterans
of Foreign Wars Service Officer
Network to receive free information and assistance for government
benefits including VA healthcare,
compensation, pension, education
and dependent benefits. Surviving
spouses can also use these Service
Officers at no charge to learn about
their eligibility for VA benefits.
On Friday, Dec. 8, a VFW
Service Officer will be available
for scheduled appointments at Sen.
Baker’s office, 22 Dallas Shopping Center, Memorial Highway,
Dallas. All veterans, not just VFW
members, can request appointments
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. To schedule an appointment at this location
please call (570) 675-3931.

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion
Post 672 and the Sons of the American
Legion (SAL) recently donated to the
Back Mountain Memorial Library

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 and the Sons of the
American Legion (SAL) recently donated $800 to the Back Mountain
Memorial Library. Some moneys will purchase books in honor of
Past Commander James Baloga (deceased), and a contribution to the
Childrens Library to support their upcoming STEM Program. The
library was founded by returning WW II veterans. The legion also
made donations of $1000 each to the Back Mountain Food Bank and
to the Noxen Food Bank. Shown above: Clarence J. Michael, Charles
Fleming, John Emil, Sr., SAL Adjutant, Martha Butler, Head Librarian, Darlene Kupstas, Finance Officer, and George Tucker, Adjutant.
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Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672
Celebrated its 80th Anniversary
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

The Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 celebrated its
80th anniversary on November 11.
Over 125 guests enjoyed a sit-down
dinner at the Legion. Post Historian
Clarence Michael prepared a large
display of memorabilia including
photos, news articles and scrapbooks for the guests to enjoy.
Photo right: Friends, from left,
Janice Russell, Willis Ide, Bob
Johnson, and Lois Ide enjoyed
the anniversary party at the Dallas American Legion.

Officers of the Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 are pictured. From left are: Executive Committee member Charles Fleming, Finance Officer Darlene Kupstas, 1st Vice Commander John Emil, Sn.,
Commander Art Parks, Adjutant George Tucker, and Service Officer Joseph Kelly.

Help Support our
Back Mountain
Businesses.
Shop & do business
Local.

Navy veteran Rudy Gaydos, seated, got a visit from
American Legion District Commander Albert Rowles, left, and District Adjutant Thomas Kobusky.

Mike and Lisa Culver attended the 80th anniversary dinner at the American Legion.
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Happy Holidays & Merry Christmas
from Bridal Trinkets

Thank you for Voting us Best Accessory Shop.
Stop in and see why.
Behind Burger King in Shavertown

Call (570) 675-3105

“Thank you for a Great 2017”
Sean C. McGrath, Owner/President
185 Huntsville Road, Dallas
Office: (570) 675-0646
Fax: (570) 675-7169
Email: smcgrath@rnfitch.com
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning,
Excavating and Water Well Systems
24 Hour Customer Service
www.rnfitch.com

Seasons Greetings
from our family to yours!

Ochman’s
Coins & Jewelry

Wishing You & Yours A
Wonderful Holiday Season
A Healthy &
Happy New Year!
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THE FINANCIAL EQUATION:

Your New Year’s Financial
Resolutions

By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
MF Advisers, Inc. &
MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.
Let’s face facts: after the holiday season shopping is finished, most of us find that our bank accounts are somewhat smaller than we hoped they
would be. With that in mind, here are 10 steps
everyone can utilize to start off the new year on a
smarter note money - wise and hopefully stick with throughout 2018:
1. Stop getting nickeled & dimed by everyone– and don’t start doing it
to everyone else. Why let stores, friends, family, etc., take advantage of you
when it comes to money? Be fair about money matters and don’t get taken
advantage of by anyone. Instead, use coupons, negotiate better deals/terms
(especially when it comes to insurances and large purchases), and ask firmly
but nicely (mind your manners!) for the money you’re owed. Please stop
drawing the short straw in these situations – you deserve better.
2. Put a budget in place AND stick to it. No sense in spending your money
without a clue – let’s figure out how to better use this green stuff, eh? Nothing will help you do that better than really seeing what money comes in
the door and goes out. No excuses either – plenty of cheap and easy to use
software/apps/tools that can help you create/ track your budget. After you do
this, you can figure out where you need to improve and work towards those
goals.
3. Put a financial plan in place AND stick to it. See #2 above. Make sure
your investments/tax situations are where they need to be with your goals in
mind ...whatever those goals may be.
4. Eliminate terrible debt. The big - box store plastic is probably the
#1 problem for most people . The only acceptable debts (if the interest rates
are reasonable) are mortgages, car loans, home improvement loans, business
loans, and college loans. Negotiate lower rates whenever possible – no need
to pay more interest than you should.
5. Get a sufficient emergency fund in place NOW. This way, you won’t
resort to using plastic when you have one of those “uh- oh” moments. Ideally, save 3 mos. of income for starters...if you can get up to 1 year of income
saved for your “rainy day ” fund, that would be best.
6. Improve your health ... yes, this affects your money! We’d all like to
spend less money on medications/prescriptions, doctor’s visits (except your
regular checkups), etc. Eating better (you can contact me about this too – I
can advise you in this area) and regular exercise (try to start somewhere –
even if it’s just taking a walk to start the day, after lunch, and/or after dinner)
are truly your financial “friends”. If you make some healthy changes,
you will spend less money for many types of insurances going forward and
enjoy a better quality of life. Who doesn’t want to have more money and be
healthier?
7. Take care of the (big) things you have. No sense in spending money
frequently on big - ticket items. Make them last for a while. Maintenance is
key, especially when it comes to vehicles, boats, your home, properties, etc.
8. Be satisfied with what you have. Too many people play that silly
game called “Keeping up with the Joneses”. Having the latest big - screen
TV in every room in your house is not wise if you don’t have enough saved
for retirement or for little Suzie ’ s college education. Prioritize the things that
really matter – delay instant gratification instead of having the “I need this
yesterday” mentality that gets far too many people into financial trouble.
9. Avoid doing dumb things. What I mean is that people take legal action
against other people every day, so refrain from giving the sue - happy crowd
any reason to come after you. There’s a reason there are a lot of attorneys in
the good ol’ U.S. of A .... and, last (but not least) ...
10. Learn something new financially every day. Even if it seems like
something trivial, the more you educate yourself about financial matters, the
better financial decisions you’ll tend to make. Hire a qualified financial
professional who educates you on a regular basis – this 10th step (if you hire
the right advisor) can easily help you with the previous 9 steps! Happy New
Year everyone – let’s make 2018 the best (financial) year yet!
For more information please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, email
marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524.

Back Mountain Chamber Donates to Misericordia University’s
Women with Children Program

The Back Mountain Chamber recently donated $1,000 to Misericordia
University’s Women with Children
Program (WWC). The Chamber’s
Cultural Event Committee held its
fifth-annual cultural event, ‘Back to
Country’, on September 8th at the Irem
Country Club Pavilion. The Chamber
held a basket raffle and all proceeds
were donated to this Program.
Katherine Pohlidal, Director of the
Ruth Matthews Bourger Women with
Children Program said, “The remarkable demonstration of community support, like this generous donation received from the Back Mountain Chamber, helps the RMB Women with Children
Program to thrive. Knowing that we have supporters in our region that believe in our mission, propels our students and
their families forward toward academic and professional success. Each donation counts and truly makes a difference in
the lives of our women and children for which we are forever grateful.”
Attending the check presentation from left are: Sandy Johnson, Ruth Matthews Bourger Women with Children
Program Coordinator, Dr. Thomas Botzman, Misericordia University President; Bill Leandri, Back Mountain Chamber
Executive Director; Katherine Pohlidal, Ruth Matthews Bourger Women with Children Program Director; Sandy Johnson-Race, Back Mountain Chamber Co-Chair of Cultural Event.

Seasonal items available to purchase to
help the Back Mountain Memorial Library
The Back Mountain
Memorial Library display case will be showcasing donated items
from the community
that will be for sale
throughout the month
of December.
The items will becollectible Christmas
figurines and decorations like those shown
in the photo.
These are unique,
one-of-a-kind items
that will add a special
element to your holiday décor. While you
are browsing the display case, please feel free to take a look at our Christmas
tree beside it that will be displaying holiday ornaments for sale as well.
Members of the community are invited out to see this special display
of Christmas collectibles throughout the entire month of December at the
Back Mountain Memorial Library.
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Misericordia University Department of Social Work
participates in suicide prevention roundtable discussion

Representatives of the Department of Social Work at Misericordia University, the Dallas School District,
and regional medical and emergency responders recently collaborated on the Dallas High School Suicide
Prevention Roundtable panel discussion for students at the high school. The panel included Kori Britton,
Wyoming Valley Alcohol & Drug Services; David Hage, M.S.W., L.S.W., C.-A.S.W.C.M., assistant professor
of social work, Misericordia University; Tom Gilroy, psychology and sociology teacher, Dallas High School;
Back Mountain Regional EMS Chief Chris Good, Gina Kotowski, police resource officer, Dallas School
District, and Diane Sherman, school counselor, Dallas High School. According to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, one person dies by suicide every five hours in Pennsylvania. Nationally, suicide
is the leading cause of death among young people ages 10-14, and is the second leading cause of death for
people ages 15-34. The panel discussion identified risk factors, warning signs and how to take action. Shown
above in photo are: from left, Matt Kelly, high school counselor; Kori Britton, Wyoming Valley Drug and
Alcohol; Star Finney, Maria Ostrum, Diane Sherman, high school counselor; Cherilyn Keating, high school
counselor, and Maddie Arthur; second row, Alex Charleton, Brandon Fox, Tony Carvaggio, David Hage,
M.S.W., L.S.W., C.-A.S.W.C.M., assistant professor of social work, Misericordia University, and Officer
Gina Kotowski, school resourse officer.

Misericordia University staff holds cereal drive for
Domestic Violence Service Center

The Community and Fiscal Committee of Staff Council at Misericordia University recently conducted its
annual Cereal Drive, collecting more than 150 boxes of cereal for the Domestic Violence Service Center
(DVSC) in Wilkes-Barre. The group placed collection boxes across campus and received donations from students, staff and faculty. DVSC staff members Jen Dotzel, outreach supervisor, and Lori Ianni, medical advocate and counselor, received the donations. Committee members, front row from left, are Leslie Risko, staff
accountant; Jolene Miraglia, administrative assistant, Department of Occupational Therapy; Lori Ianni,
medical advocate and counselor, DVSC; Jen Dotzel, outreach supervisor, DVSC; Elizabeth Pedro, technical
administrator, Information Technology, and Georgia Young, administrative assistant, Campus Ministry;
second row, Kathy Zawatski, administrative assistant, Student Success Center; Sue Lazur, administrative
assistant, Mary Kintz Bevevino Library; Michael Hilstolsky, senior user services technician, Information
Technology, and Kim Caffrey, executive assistant to the vice president, Office for Mission Integration.
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