DECEMBER 2019

Dallas Township Old Fashioned

Christmas Tree Lighting
Saturday, December 7th
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Back Mountain Little League Lot

Free Pictures with Santa & Mrs. Claus
Free Hot Chocolate
Children’s Activities
Food for Sale
Fire Truck Rides
Ice Rink (if frozen)
Fellowship Church Choir
Vendors & Much More!
The community is asked to bring an unwrapped and unopened toy to the event. All items will go to local
Back Mountain Children in need. Parking will be at the Country Club Shopping Center and the Trolley
will transport attendees over to the Tree Lighting. The Trolley will run until 8:00 pm.
Enter the Ugly Sweater Contest! Contest rules are available on the Dallas Township page under event
information and on the Dallas Township website www.dallastwp.org. Happy Holidays!
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The Dallas Lions Club shares their holiday spirit outside the Dallas Post Office

The Dallas Lions Club recently decorated the tree on the Post Office lawn and put up several items for the Holiday Season. This year, thanks to our friends at Huntsville Nursery & Landscaping, we replaced the old overgrown tree with a brand new one. The new tree was donated by the Nursery and the Lions certainly appreciate their help. Shown in the photo from left to right
are: Lions Ed Hann, Don Berlew, David Spring, Diane Corbett, Lion Cubs Chase and Brianna Rost; Ralph Edwards and Ari Mastroff from Huntsville Nursery, Lions Paul Kutney and Dan
Corbett. Lighting of the tree and display took place on Thanksgiving evening at 8:00 p.m.

Deadline for January issue of the Back Mountain
Community News is Thursday,
December 26 at 9:00 am.
Please note: Due to some email concerns with Comcast not always
being reliable, if you send an email to:
communitynews123@comcast.net
and you receive a return message undeliverable please forward to lisapretko@icloud.com
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A special display of paintings on display Back Mountain Memorial Library Display Case
Back Mountain Memorial Library Display Case Elly Miller, of
at the Back Mountain Library
Shavertown, will be displaying her collection of menorahs at The
Back Mountain Memorial Library during the month of December. Ranging from colorful ceramic, ombre blue and floral themed
to her very first brass menorah, Elly has a vast array for viewing.
The Hanukkah menorah recalls the expulsion by Judas Maccabaeus of invading forces from the Temple of Jerusalem. He and
his followers sought oil for the temple’s menorah so the sanctuary
can be rededicated but they found only enough for one day. Miraculously, that tiny amount burned for eight days. The Hanukkah
menorah includes a candle for each day the oil burned, plus the
shammes candle, used to light the others. Hanukkah begins Sunday, December 22nd.

Dallas Rotarians decorate the triangle for the Holidays

A special display of paintings focused on the Back Mountain area will be
exhibited at the Back Mountain Memorial Library during the month of
December.
Eight watercolors will be presented from area artist Sue Hand, who grew
up in the Back Mountain, and has lived and worked here most of her life.
All the paintings are being offered as a fundraiser for the library.While
their retail values range from $350-$650, each painting is from the artist’s
personal collection and may be “adopted” by a new owner for a minimum
donation of $200 (or more!) to the Back Mountain Memorial Library.
Included in the display are views of the fields above The Lands at Hillside
Farms, roses at Misericordia University, fresh snow at Lake Louise, the
1888 cornerstone of the Dallas United Methodist Church, and the antique
oxen yoke as it hung on the side of the old Risley Barn, the original barn for
the library’s annual auction. Stop by the library during the month of December for an excellent opportunity to view some familiar scenes, do some
holiday shopping, and support your local library all at the same time!
Above in photo is Sue Hand with a few of her paintings that will be at the
Library.

On a recent chilly Sunday afternoon, several Dallas Rotarians did their annual trek to the triangle at Routes
309 and 415 in Dallas. They decorated it for the holidays with a festive welcome and best wishes sign and a
beautifully lighted Christmas tree to wish everyone a happy holiday season. Kneeling from left: Jason Jolley, President John Doerfler, Ted Horn, Ken Chapple, Todd Buckley. Standing from left: Fred Hunt, Kerry
Freeman, Project Chairman Joe Stager and Paul Saxon.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters seeks volunteers

Lake-Lehman 7th Grade Students of the Month

Big Brothers Big Sisters of The Bridge is in
need of volunteers interested in becoming a Big
Brother or Big Sister. Volunteers are asked to spend
an hour or two per week with their Little Brother or
Little Sister match.
Big Brothers Big Sisters is a nationally recognized, professionally supported one-on-one
mentoring program. Shown are members of the
Big Brothers Big Sisters of The Bridge staff. First
row, from left: Alison McAlarney, program specialist; Mary Martin, program specialist; Pilar Marino, youth enrollment specialist; Kristie Swetts,
program specialist. Second row: Wala Tillman,
program specialist; Brenna Courtright, program
specialist; Ashley LaFontaine, program specialist;
Amanda Sivco, program supervisor.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of The Bridge is a
program of Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of Scranton. For information about becoming a Big Brother or Big
Sister and a “Defender of Potential” call 1-800-955-4376 or visit www.bbbsnepa.org.

To place your community news
information, community photos,
notices of upcoming events,
or to advertise email:
communitynews123@comcast.net
Serving the community with
All Good News for over 14 years!
Where Community Matters.

Each month the faculty and staff at the Lake-Lehman JSHS recognize selected 7th grade students of the month based on their demonstration of
citizenship, leadership, and scholarship. Pictured with Principal Klopp
are the September Students of the Month: Savannah Chaparro and Kevin
Partash.
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Back Mountain Food Pantry needs help
during holiday season

It is expected that more than 150 Thanksgiving food orders will be requested and distributed by the Back Mountain Food Pantry to registered clients just in time for the holiday. And
as temperatures begin to fall, and we head into the winter season, families with small children
and the elderly will have the dilemma of food vs. fuel, or food vs. medications. Children will
be out of school for the holidays and miss receiving some of their meals at school placing an
added demand on the pantry.
Help from the public is needed to restock the shelves at the pantry to meet this demand.
Any individuals or groups wishing to conduct a food drive during November and December
to help with the food needed for the season are encouraged to schedule delivery to the food
pantry as soon as possible.
Please call 570-696-2917 to schedule food drives and delivery dates so that the volunteers
can be on hand to receive, sort and organize the food. All non-perishable food items should
carry current dates to ensure their quality and nutritional value.
The food pantry is located in the lower level of the Trucksville United Methodist Church
Administration Building across the street from the church.
Monetary donations for the food pantry holiday project may be sent to: Back Mountain
Food Pantry, c/o Trucksville United Methodist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville, PA
18708. Checks should be made payable to the Back Mountain Food Pantry. The pantry is
now an approved 501(c)(3) charity, and all donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
Smaller amounts of donated food from individuals may be dropped off at Cook’s Pharmacy, Rt. 309, Shavertown; Hilbert’s Tractor Store, Rt. 415, Dallas; and St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, off Rt. 118, Dallas, during their regular hours of operation.
Suggested nonperishable food items needed during November and December are:
cranberry sauce, stuffing mix, boxed dried potato mix, canned sweet potatoes, canned gravy,
canned fruits and vegetables, macaroni and cheese, rice, pasta, canned evaporated milk, hot
chocolate mix, tea, canned hams, tuna fish, peanut butter, jelly, Jell-0, pudding mix, cake
mixes, canned frosting, cereal, juice and soup.
The Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry wish to thank everyone for
their support throughout the holidays and all year long. The food pantry and the service it
provides would not be possible without the generous support of the residents of our Back
Mountain community.

Harveys Lake Borough Council “Trumpet of Praise”
Randy Stahl and his Trumpet of
will host an Open House
Praise will be visiting Emmanuel AsHarveys Lake Borough Council will host an Open House
at the Strive Multisport building, located at 4975 Memorial
Highway, Harveys Lake, on Friday and Saturday, December
6th and 7th, 12 noon to 5 p.m.
The building, which formerly housed the Villa Roma
restaurant, is being considered for purchase to serve Harveys
Lake Borough as a municipal building and community space.
Pertinent information about the building will be shared during both sessions.

Back Mountain Memorial
Library announces Memorial
Books

In Memory of Virginia Curtis, “Celestial Bodies: a
novel” by Jokha Alharthi, presented by The Municipality of
Kingston Township. In Memory of Virginia Curtis, “Home
Work: a memoir of my Hollywood years” by Julie Andrews,
presented by Barbara Vogan.
In Memory of Dr. Jorge Abrantes, “A History of New
York in 27 Buildings” by Sam Roberts, presented by Norma
Leandri. In Memory of Constance Sclafani, “Atlas Obscura: an explorer’s guide to the world’s hidden wonders” by
Joshua Foer, presented by The Benco Family Foundation.
The following books are in Memory of Virginia Sweezy
Curtis and are presented by Phyllis and Lewis Phillips:
“Galway Girl” by Ken Bruen “The Body on the Train”
by Frances Brody. The following books are in Memory of
Sophie Pappas and are presented by The Village at Greenbriar: “The Way I Heard It” by Mike Rowe, “Books Make a
Home” by Damian Thompson.

sembly of God Church on Sunday,
December 15th at 10:45 am. All are
welcome to join us for this exciting
event! There is no charge: free will
offering will be taken.
The church is located 1 mile from
Sandy Beach or go past the Skillet
Restaurant to the next right. For further info, call 570- 639-5858

Christmas on the
Farm

Everyone is invited to join Trucksville United Methodist Church at the
Lands at Hillside Farms, 65 Hillside
Road, Shavertown, PA, on Sunday,
December 15, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00
p.m.
Join us as we celebrate Christmas
on the Farm and all it has to offer including our Choirs and Musicians,
inside the Dairy Store, and the opportunity to make Christmas Tree
ornaments. Hillside Farms is selling
s’mores and hot chocolate around the
campfire and everyone is welcome
to leave the hustle and bustle of the
holidays behind for an afternoon of
Christmas music and song. Please
call the Church Office at 570-6963897 with any questions.
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Cub Scout pack visit to Rep. Karen Boback

Community Care Cabinet, housed at Shavertown United
Methodist Church, is in need of personal and health care items

Cub Scout pack 281 of Dallas recently visited the Dallas district office of
Representative Karen Boback where they learned about state government
and what it is like to be a State Representative. Above front row from
left: Logan Womach, Chase Specht, and Noah Specht. Back row from
left: Den leader Michelle Specht, Cubmaster Nick Belfino, Phillip Specht,
and Nicholas Belfino.

Want to help your neighbors in need? The local Community Care Cabinet, housed at Shavertown United
Methodist Church, is in need of personal and health care items (e.g., toilet paper, shampoo, deodorant)
which we provide free of charge to qualified families in the Dallas and Lake Lehman school districts. For a
list of items needed, please see https://www.shavertownumc.com/community-care-cabinet or call (570) 6754666. Pictured from left to right: Alice Newell, Cathy Nicks, Cathy Berkey, Pat Jachimowicz, Nancy Mesick,
Joyce Anderson, and Karen Tomasura.

Cookie, Soup and Jar Mixes on sale for the
Holidays

Pre-order “Our Famous Welsh Cookies”, Soups and Jar Mixes for the
Christmas Holiday to benefit Dallas Eastern Star. To order call Cynthia Mahalick
570-674-5504. The Welsh Cookies are $5 per dozen and these cookies freeze
well. Homemade soup $8 per quart. Choose from Beef, Chicken Noodle, Potato
& Ham & Bean Soup.
To insure your order call by Friday, December 13. Pick up date is Saturday,
December 21. May be some extra Cookies, Soup and Mixes available to purchase
on this day at the Eastern Star Hall Building, Foster Street and Woodlawn Avenue,
behind CVs Drugstore.
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I’m Big Now donates to Emily’s Gracious Gifts

During the month of November, I’m Big Now students collected new toys for Emily’s Gracious Gifts. Emily’s Gracious Gifts is a charity organization that collects toys in memory of Emily Grace Longmore and
her birthday of November 28th. In memory of Emily, these toys will be given to children at Janet Weis
Children’s Hospital in Danville, PA. Pictured are: Connor Hickman, Nico Alunni, Matteo Cella, Seth Kronenwetter, Charlotte Beutel, Addison Carpenetti, Sedona Piazza, Avery Alexis, Camryn Kresge, and Shane
Barry.

From Our Family to Yours ...

Merry Christmas & All The Best in the New Year!

Wyoming Sem Student Government Delivers
Thanksgiving to Needy Local Families

Thanksgiving was a more festive holiday for several local families, thanks
to dinner baskets delivered to homes in Wilkes-Barre, Hanover and Kingston by members of the Wyoming Seminary student government. The annual Thanksgiving basket project is a tradition for 52 years at Sem and
is funded by donations collected at the school’s Thanksgiving chapel and
additional funds raised by student government. Students shopped for turkeys and other food items at local grocery stores before packing the items
in the school student center and distributing them directly to six families
identified by Commonwealth Home Health and Hospice.
Shown above in photo are: Wyoming Seminary student government members seen with Thanksgiving dinner items for area needy families are, from
left: Sophia Kruger, Shavertown, sophomore class representative; Kyra
Stella, Wilkes-Barre, senior class representative and student government
vice-president; Shailee Desai, Shavertown, senior class president and student government president; Abby Santo, Dallas, junior class representative and chair of the special projects committee; Ben Zhao, Mountain
Top, sophomore class vice-president; and Jake Ruderman, West Pittston,
sophomore class representative.
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Trinity Learning Center children News from the Back Mountain
experience sharing
Memorial Library

For more than a dozen years, the children, parents, grandparents and
teachers at the Trinity Learning Center, located in Trinity Presbyterian
Church, Irem Road, Dallas, have held their annual “Season of Thanksgiving Food Drive.”
This year the children and their families donated several pounds of food
which were delivered to the Back Mountain Food Pantry in Trucksville. Their donations helped fill more than 150 Thanksgiving baskets
which were provided for families in need in the Back Mountain community this year. Shown in photo above, seated from left are: Logan
Udamsak, Emmie Heil, Logan Sordoni. Standing from left are Noah
Hawley, Kayden Courter, Harper Harrison, and Parker Eyet.

The Back Mountain Memorial Library lists the following Upcoming
Events - call or come in to sign up for these events and programs.
The Library recently received an interesting donation from a former
Dallas resident. She and her husband were moving to a new home and
needed to part with their large book collection. They invited friends in for
wine, cheese, and a chance to buy books at $10 a box. They sold 50 boxes
and donated the proceeds to us! This former patron has such warm memories of the Back Mountain Memorial Library from her childhood, taking
home all the books she could carry and embarking on, as she phrased it, a
“lifetime of reading”.
We consider our patrons our community. A library is not just books; it’s
a place for like-minded individuals who share the viewpoint that learning
never stops. Who believe that having a curious outlook, a questing spirit,
and an active imagination can enrich and broaden a person’s life. And who
appreciate finding a welcome here, where others value these things, too.
So thank you all for using our Library, whether borrowing books, using
the public computers, bringing children to Story Hours, studying, tutoring,
accessing the wi-fi, reading the newspapers, or attending programs. In this
season of goodwill, we wish you all peace and happiness in the New Year.
To show our appreciation for our patrons’ support through the year, the
Library is holding an Open House on Wednesday, December 18, and Thursday, December 19. Stop in for punch and homemade cookies and relax to
seasonal music any time between 11 AM and 6 PM. Thank you!
For many patrons, our Christmas Extravaganza
sale is an essential part of the holiday season! Shoppers can find holiday décor, gift items,
Nativity sets, candles, wreaths, Christmas tableware, linens, vintage collectibles, and so much more to make your holidays shiny and bright. The
Holiday Shop is open through Christmas, and new items will be added all
season. All proceeds benefit the Library. Come in for a very merry holiday
experience. Also keep in mind our
Slightly Read Bookshop is a great
place to shop for presents. Books, puzzles, movies, and more at bargain
prices can fill that stocking or fit under the tree. Not sure what a friend
might like? We have gift certificates!
News and Notices: We will be closed December 24 and 25, for Christmas Eve and Christmas, and December 31 and January 1 for New Year’s
Eve and Day. Contact us at 570-675-1182 or cisit online and find so much
more at our website at www.backmountainlibrary.org.

Boback Announces
Outreach Hours

Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today announced her office’s outreach schedule for the month of December. As
always, these events will be weather
permitting and feature representatives
from several organizations offering
their assistance.
On Tuesday, December 17, a representative from the VFW will be
at Boback’s Dallas district office,
located at 105 Lt. Michael Cleary
Drive, Dallas, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
to assist veterans. There is no appointment necessary for the VFW outreach
hours. On Thursday, December 26, a
consultant from PA Career Link will
be at Boback’s Dallas district office
from 1 to 3p.m. to offer assistance to
disabled veterans. Please call her Dallas office at 570-675-6000 for more
information.
On Monday, December 30, the
American Legion will hold office
hours at Boback’s Dallas district office, located at 105 Lt. Michael Cleary
Drive, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A claims
consultant from the American Legion
will provide the assistance. Area veterans may seek assistance and information pertaining to specific benefits
and programs. Additional meetings
will be held on thefourth Tuesday of
every month. Appointments can be
made by calling 570-675-6000.
For more legislative information,
visit Boback’s website at RepBoback.
com.
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Legion Logbook

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672
held their monthly meeting on the second Tuesday of
the month, November 12, at 7:30 P.M.
I am reading articles concerning the fall of the Berlin
Wall’s 30th Anniversary. That is very meaningful to
me since I was stationed in Kaserne Barracks, Stuttgat, Clarence J. Michael
Germany, when the wall actually was built. The small
Past Commander
Dallas American
Intelligence unit I was with was flown into West Berlin
Legion, Post 672
and I saw the wall in person. It was an ominous scene
around Checkpoint Charlie. I have a few pieces of the wall that were given to
me by some friends.
Hopefully, you remembered to celebrate Veterans Day. We have so much to
be thankful for and should always remember to honor these heroes. Our Post
had a busy day. It began with a flag-raising ceremony at the High Meadows
with the people who live there lining the windows and offering high-fives; then
a ceremony on Post 672 grounds honoring our veterans with the sound of honking horns from Memorial Highway; then a return to the Meadows at 2 P.M. for
a program for the residents.
Joe Kelley, V.A. representative, read some thank you letters from the V.A.
One for sponsoring a bingo on October 2 where veterans can win canteen
books; one for sponsoring veteran trips to the Penguin’s games; and one letter
from the Luzerne Foundation thanking our Post for donating $2,000 towards a
track chair for the use of veterans at Patriot’s Cove. Donations were approved
for $500 to the Back Mountain Food Bank, $500 to the Noxen Food Bank, $200
to the Back Mountain Memorial Library. It was noted that $1,800 was donated
to Misericordia for the American Legion team’s use of their baseball field.
December 7 at 9 A.M. the Post will host a breakfast in remembrance of Pearl
Harbor Day. 50 and 60 year old members will be given special recognition.
High School students grades 9-12 please remember our Essay and Oratorical Contests. Contact me for information (570) 675-0488.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
God Bless America!

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion
Post 672 recently held a Turkey Raffle

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 recently held their annual Turkey Raffle on Sunday, November 24. The monies accrued by the
raffle are used to support the Children’s Christmas Party. A large crowd
participated, and 25 turkeys were raffled. Participants conducting the
raffle were from the Legion Post 672, the Ladies Auxiliary, and the Legion
Riders. Any individual wishing to join any of these organizations, should
contact the Post. Above are some of the volunteers of the Legion that participated in the annual event.

Dallas Rotary donates dictionaries to Third Grade Students
All third graders in the Back Mountain
schools were recently given their own copy
of a student dictionary. The Dallas Rotary
Club dictionary project committee, chaired
by Rotarian Ken Chapple, distributed more
than 325 books to Dallas and Lake-Lehman
School District students.
The third grade teachers, school principals and students welcomed the Rotarians
and thanked them for their dedication to literacy and education. Since the inception of
the Rotary dictionary give away program,
more than 7,300 books have been gifted to
Back Mountain students.
Seated, from left, Dallas third grade students Jackson Medrano and Izaiah Pagan.
Rotarians standing, from left: Kristen Martin, Kerry Freeman and Art Peoples. Other
Rotarians distributing dictionaries at other
locations were: John Doerfler, Maureen
Doerfler, Paul Saxon, Melissa Saxon, Ken
Chapple, Joe Stager, Sandy Peoples.
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The Lake-Lehman Band Sponsors recently held their Annual Craft Show

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

The Lake-Lehman band sponsors held their annual Craft Show on
November 23. The many vendors on
hand offered holiday gifts, wreaths,
handmade toys and other specialty
items. Proceeds help to support the
activities of the Lake-Lehman Junior
Senior High School band throughout
the year.
Pictured top are some of the members of the band who were on hand
to help at the craft fair. In front
from left are: Madison Klemick,
Joselyn Contardi, Sara DeRosa and
Mia Contardi. Standing are Fionn
Ellis, Brenda Spencer, the president
of the Band Sponsors, and Savannah Chaparro.

Photo right: Brooke Higgins, left,
visited the craft fair with her mom
Cece.

Helping out at the annual Lake-Lehman Band Craft Show,
from left, are: Emily Spencer, Carly Trapani, Gwen Tereska, and Amanda McGurk.

Diana Race brought her granddaughter
Nadia Malkemes to do some shopping at
the craft fair.
Photo right: Sandy Dobrowolski visited
the craft show with her daughter and
grandson Crystal and Brayden Savage.

Alzheimer
Support Group

Join us on the first Thursday of each
month at 10:00 am., at the Meadows
Nursing Center, Dallas. Everyone is
welcome. No fees or charge. We’ve
been sharing our compassion and love
for 15 years.

Hymn
Singing
The public is invited to par-

ticipate in the 11th annual “Keeping
Christ in Christmas” hymn singing in
front of the Nativity Display on the
lawn of the Luzerne County Courthouse, River St., Wilkes-Barre.
The event will take place at 5pm
on Thursday, December 5th. For indetails contact Nancy, 570-239-3363.

Read the Back Mountain
Community News online
Free of Charge at:

www.communitynewsonline.net

Email your community information
and non-profit events to:
communitynews123@comcast.net

Back Mountain
Community News

It’s All Good News ...
Where Community Matters!
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Food Pantry in
Sweet Valley open

The new food pantry in Sweet Valley, located inside the Church of Christ
on Main Road in Sweet Valley will be
open to those in need of food on the
first Friday of each month. Food donations are also being accepted. For
more information call 570-477-2320.

Men’s Breakfast
Grief Support
A Grief Support Group is availGroup meets weekly
The Back Mountain Men’s
Ecumenical Group meets at the
Irem Country Club for their weekly
breakfast meetings at 8:00 a.m. on
Thursdays. All men are welcome
to join the group.

able at River of Life Fellowship
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman, on an as-needed basis. If you
need help, or just someone to talk
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for
further information.

All you can eat soup
and salad supper

FREE

Standing dead ash trees
for firewood. Easy access
Dallas between Harveys
Lake and Route 309.

Call 570-849-0235

The Mount Zion United Methodist
Church on Mount Zion in Harding is
holding its “All you can eat soup and
salad supper” on Saturday, December
7, from 4:30 until 6:30 pm.
A variety of soups,chilis, salads, breads, beverages, and desserts
will be available. Adult dinners cost
$8 and children’s meals cost $4. Everyone is welcome for good food and
great fellowship.

Bingo night
planned
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Dallas Lions Club recently made a donation
to the Back Mountain Food Pantry

Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire Company will have it’s last
Monday Night Bingo for 2019 on
Monday, December 9, at the fire hall
at 1618 Demunds Rd., Centermoreland, just off Route 292. Early bird
specials start at 6:30 PM, Regular
games at 7:00 PM.
Doors to hall open and kitchen begins serving at 5:00 PM. Come support your local volunteers!

The Dallas Lions Club recently made a donation of $800 to the Back Mountain Food Pantry. The club made the donation at this time so that the Pantry could have additional funds on hand to replenish their supplies for the
upcoming Thanksgiving holiday. The food pantry serves approximately
150 clients in the area of the Dallas and Lake-Lehman School Districts. It
is an all-volunteer organization; they accept non-perishable food items and
cash donations and is open Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10 a.m. to
noon. The pantry is located at 40 Knob Hill Road in Trucksville. Making the presentation on behalf of the club is Lion President, Dave Keating.
Shown in the photo from the left are: Lions Joe Czarnecki, Paul Kutney,
Frank Rollman, Carol Eyet, Manager of the Food Pantry, Keating and
Lions Don Berlew, Wes Rost and Joanie Keating.

Back Mountain residents hiking to
reach their “Triple Crown” goal

Adam Weaver,
Lehman and Dylan
Pilger, Dallas, hiked
the Pacific Crest Trail
covering 3 states,
California, Oregon
and
Washington.
Starting at the US /
Mexico border and
finishing at the US /
Canada border hiked
2653 miles.
Hiking through
desert the first part
and record breaking
snow fall in the Sierra
Mountains in California. They started
April 14, 2019 and
finished September
12, 2019 at the Monument 78 marker for
the US /Canada border. The finish date
is the same as when
they hiked the Appalachian Trail 2017
(2200).
Planning for the
3rd hike, Continental Divide 3300 miles is for 2021 and then they will have
reached their goal of becoming a “Triple Crown” hiker

Community News • December 2019 • Page 14

Amore – Bridal Buzz

Happy Holidays to all of my customers and friends.
When you see my advertisement this month you will
notice that the caption reads SEMI RETIREMENT
SALE. That is right, beginning January 2020 my store
will be open mostly by appointment. I will be available to open my store at your convenience. Of course,
all orders placed will continue to be delivered as
promised. I will occasionally be in and out during the
week. If you see my car there, please stop in and say hi. After being in business
for more than 20 years, this was not an easy decision to slow down. Most of my
customers have also become my friends.
My plan is to do more home parties, birthday parties, and craft shows. I
am also going to do creative workshops. The first workshop will be, “Lets
Redesign”. What that involves is gathering your broken jewelry, or jewelry that
you do not wear for whatever reason. We will deconstruct it and add beads,
crystals, chain and totally repurpose it into earrings, necklaces, ankle bracelets
... there are dozens of possibilities. I had a grandmother come into my store.
She brought me her wedding necklace. She asked me to take it apart and create
six bracelets and 6 pair of earrings for her granddaughters. What a wonderful
heirloom she gave to them.
As far as holiday shopping for you, I have hundreds of pearl necklaces that
I am selling up to 75% off. All of my other merchandise, such as earrings,
necklaces, bracelets, hats, pins and scarves are all marked down. Shop early for
the best selection. Have a blessed and healthy holiday season. Send smiles and
good will to those whose path you cross.
Ciao, Mary

Trinity Presbyterian Church
recognizes their veterans

During the worship service on November 10, Trinity Presbyterian Church
in Dallas recognized their veterans who have served our country to protect
all of the freedoms we enjoy today. They thanked them for their service at
a reception held in their honor after the worship service. The fellowship
hall was decorated in red, white and blue and hosted by the Deacons. Four
out of five of the branches of the military were represented. First row, from
left: Neil Morrison, Coast Guard; Rev. Jennifer Baer. Second row: Windsor Davis, Air Force; Clarence Givens, Navy. Third row: Art Peoples, Air
Force; Ron Pavlick, Army; Doug Stevens, Navy. Fourth row: Wayne Williams, Navy; Allan Hobbs, Air Force; Ed Marchakitus, Navy. Not available
for photo: Hank Williams, Air Force; George Flint, Army.
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Annual Homespun Holiday Craft Fair for the Arts at Hayfield was recently held
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

The annual Homespun Holiday
Craft Fair for the Arts at Hayfield was
held on November 3 at the Penn State
campus in Lehman.
Local crafters, like Touch of Eyelet and Lehman
Nursery, were on hand to sell their
holiday items.
Proceeds from the event benefit
Arts at Hayfield which is a nonprofit
organization in the Back Mountain
that supports, fosters, and promotes
the local artistic community.
Photo top right: Jane Andrews, left,
purchased a hand knit, homespun
wool hat from Myrtle Chamberlain
of Lehman Nursery. She and her
daughter Brenda Dunn, right, spin
the wool they use for hats, scarves,
socks, lap blankets, and other
things, from the sheep they raise.
Lehman Nursery on Route 118 is
open from 9:30am to 5pm on Monday through Saturday. They also
have holiday wreaths, wool dryer
balls, and rovings, or loose wool,
available.

Photo right: Gerry Wall, right,
manned the Welcome table for
the Arts at Hayfield event. Lester
Jones stopped by and explained
that he signed up to volunteer for
the group the same day he retired
from his employment at the Penn
State campus.

Taking a moment to just relax and visit during the Arts at Hayfield craft show are Sandra Ford, left, and Anne Marie Shultz.

Marlene Ciali, left, is pictured with her daughter Nicole Bradigan and children, from left,
Vivian, Patrick and Frankie, during a trip
through the craft show.

Touch of Eyelet, a floral and gift shop on Parry Street in
Luzerne, had beautiful holiday arrangements on hand.
From left are Chardell Narcum, Cathy Wolf, Patty Kupstas, Ann Marie Mancini, and Jeani Narcum.

Expires 12/31/19

A little family outing to the Homespun Holiday Craft Show was enjoyed by, from left,
Beverly Chesnavich, Erin Keglovits, and
Marissa Chesnavich. Levi and Charlotte Keglovits are bundled in their stroller.

Expires 12/31/19
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Carols by Candlelight

Gregory Albertson of Lehman
earns Eagle Scout Award

Back Mountain Community News
... It’s All Good News ...
Where Community Matters.
Read free online at:
www.communitynewsonline.net!

State Representative Karen Boback presented Gregory Albertson of
Lehman his Eagle Scout Citation. Gregory was the third brother in the
Albertson family to receive his Court of Honor after brothers Douglas and
Nicholas. Congratulations to Gregory and the Albertson family.

On Sunday, December 15 at 7:00
PM, the Shavertown United Methodist Church Fine Arts Concert Series
will present Carols by Candlelight.
The annual Christmas concert will
be an evening of carol singing with
SUMC choirs and guest singers and
a first performance of a piece based
on the carol, “I Wonder As I Wonder”
dedicated to the choirs of Shavertown
United Methodist Church and Director Nancy Evans.
A reception will follow the concert and a free-will offering will be received. All are welcome. The church
is located at 163 N. Pioneer Ave.,
Shavertown. For more information,
please call 570-675-3616.

Thank you for letting us serve you in 2019.
We look forward to serving you in the New Year!

“Ride For Gary 2019” Gary A. Michak Still in Our Hearts

Gary A. Michak 2nd Annual Lake Fest Ride
2019 once again a huge success. The Gary A. Michak Lake Fest Ride was held at Harveys Lake on
Saturday, August 3rd. The charity driven event
was held the weekend of Gary’s birthday with proceeds going to children at the Wilkes Barre Family
YMCA!
A group of Gary and Courtney Michak’s family and friends came together to form a committee
called, Gary’s Corner, serving the community to
honor Gary’s life and legacy. Michak’s widow said
her husband Gary dedicated his life to giving back
to others. Gary supported and advocated for others
in his roles as martial arts sensi, family law attorney and active community member. Gary’s Corner plans to make the
charity ride a Lake Fest annual event to celebrate Gary and serve the local community! Over $10,000 was raised through
sponsorships, donations from the cyclists and support from volunteers within the community. The check was presented
to the Wilkes-Barre YMCA September 27th and will be used towards scholarships and children’s programs at the Wilkes-Barre YMCA. Donations are still being accepted. Make checks payable to YMCA and mail to Ride For Gary 2019,
C/O 1846 Memorial Highway, Shavertown, PA 18708. For more information on Gary’s Corner or The Gary A. Michak
Lakefest Ride call 570-255-5503. “Ride for Gary” committee members shown at the Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA, from
left, are: Jim Thomas (Chief Executive Officer YMCA ), Frank Picchi, Sean McGrath, Randy Kemmerer, Thomas Michak, and Courtney Michak. Absent from photo are committee members: Charlie Hayes (Photographer), Sara McGrath,
Ariana Michak, Joe McHugh, Lauran Hall, Jennifer Brennan (YMCA Director of Education and Child Care Services),
Rich Brown, Jennifer Abruzzo, Sue Grabowski, and Mike Rush (Lake Fest Chairman).

Back Mountain
Community News publishes
community notices at no charge.
To place your community
notice, email:
communitynews123@comcast.net
To advertise call 570-674-7772 or
email for more information.
Serving the community for over
14 years with all Good News!

Merry Christmas
Happy Holidays
and all the Best in the New year!

12/31/19
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Dallas Rotary sponsors fundraiser for food pantry

Veteran Piazza visits I’m Big Now Learning Center

On Thursday evening, November 14th, the Dallas Rotary held their annual auction and
raffle to raise food and funds for the Back Mountain Food Pantry. The event was held at
their weekly meeting place, the Irem Country Club in Dallas. Through the generosity of
their club members and friends, they raised $1,000.00 and 325 pounds of food. Some of
the committee members, from left: Todd Buckley, Kim Reynolds, Eric Martin, Heather
Fritz, President John Doerfler, Event chairperson Sandy Peoples, JoAnn Prohaska, and
Jason Jolley.

On Friday November 15, Veteran Gregory Piazza gave a presentation to I’m Big Now
Learning students about Veteran’s Day. He brought in many different outfits he wore
during his time in the active marines, talked about the thirteen weeks of training he needed complete to become a Marine, showed off his metal of achievements, and answered
questions from students and staff members. He also shared with the students and staff
information about the other four branches of the military and how they all work together
to keep our country safe. Pictured above, front row: Jordan Rollins, Samuel Morales,
Dominic Plummer, Nico Alunni, Alanis Thomas, Summer Remus, and Avery Alexis. Back
row: Oliver Piazza, Veteran Gregory Piazza, and Sedona Piazza.

Amish Made
in PA
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For more information, please visit http://www.mfadvisers.com, email marty@mfadvisers.
com, or call (570) 760-6524. About MF Advisers, Inc. MF Advisers, Inc. is a full-service, feeonly RIA firm and fiduciary based in PA & FL specializing in wealth management, investment
advice, and financial planning. With 20+ years of licensed experience, over 10 years of professional education, and an unwavering commitment to improving your financial situation, MF
Advisers, Inc. is the advisory firm to best serve YOU. Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

To our Readers and Advertisers ...
Thank You for letting us serve you this year
and looking forward to serving you in 2020!
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George A. Tucker of Shavertown, Veteran, Volunteer

George A. Tucker of Shavertown passed away on November 18 and he was buried with military honors. Among
his other achievements and associations, George was a very active member of the Daddow-Isaacs American Legion in Dallas. He held various offices including adjutant, secretary, and president of the home association. George
was also an active volunteer with Trucksville Volunteer Fire Department. Members of the Daddow-Isaacs American Legion motorcycle club, and fire engines from Trucksville and Shavertown escorted the casket for George
Tucker to Chapel Lawn Memorial Park for internment. Members of the Daddow-Isaacs American Legion motorcycle club escorted the funeral possession for George Tucker to his final resting place. From left are Michelle
Belles, Linda Van Orden, Len Crawford, Nathan Jacoby, Tommy Radici, Mike Culver, Clark Van Orden, and
Brad Davies.

Back Mountain
RailRoad Club
schedule of events

The Back Mountain Railroad Club
will hold an Open House on Saturday,
December 14, 2019 from 10AM to
5PM at its clubhouse at The Trax at
Twin Stax on Rt 415, Memorial Highway, Dallas.
See new additions to our historical
display and work in progress on all
our other gauge train displays. Visit
our train store. Refreshments will be
available.
Come see and play with our interactive train display at Pro Hardware,
Rt 415, Memorial Highway, Dallas, during regular store hours until
January 1, 2020. All aboard for these
events and thank you for your support
of our past events and activities.

Back Mountain
Community News,
read free online at:
www.communitynewsonline.net
It’s All Good News ...
Where Community Matters!

Shop the Back Mountain Community News

Your dollars spent in locally-owned businesses
have three times the impact on our local
economy. Locally owned businesses
are the businesses we count on for
donations to our local organizations and
contribute dollars to our local causes. A
marketplace made-up of many small
businesses ensures lower prices over the
long-term and local business owners work hard
to fulfill the needs of the people within our community every day.

“A Service of the Longest Night” planned

Join us on December 21, Saturday, 5:30 p.m. at the Trucksville United
Methodist Church, William & Melba Dickson Educational Facility, 40 Knob
HIll Road, Trucksville, PA 18708. This time of year can be very difficult for
many. In this service, we will acknowledge that reality and still celebrate God’s
presence and light, even in the darkest places of our lives.
Prayerfully consider joining us for this very different worship experience
for anyone experiencing sorrow, misery, sadness,comm or grief this Christmas
Season. For more information call 570-696-3897.
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Lake-Lehman
Band Fund Raiser

The Lake-Lehman Band Sponsors
help support all of the Lake-Lehman
Band programs including concert
band, jazz band, marching band, indoor percussion, and indoor color
guard.
The Lake-Lehman Band is in
desperate need for some instrument
upgrades. To raise funds the LakeLehman Band Sponsors are holding
another 12 Days of Gifts Raffle. The
proceeds will be split between new
instruments and the 2020 Indoor Percussion/Color Guard season.
Tickets are $20.00 each and the
ticket holder will be entered to win
each of the 12 days of gifts. The drawings will be held daily from December
9 through December 20 on Facebook
Live. (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/llband/). The complete list of
prizes will be on the ticket.
To purchase tickets go to the
Facebook page listed above or lakelehmanbandsponsors.com or contact
Karen at 570-814-2515.
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Annual Veteran’s Event and Expo was recently held

State Representative Karen Boback, in conjunction with Misericordia University and Metz Culinary Management, recently hosted an Annual Veteran’s Event and Expo at Misericordia University. Keynote speaker was
Judge Thomas Munley of Scranton. The Misericordia Community Choir performed. Members of Boy Scout
Troop 281 of Dallas presented “Missing Man at the Table” and acted as ushers. From left: Chris Antall, Josh
Coy, Michael Williams, Cindy Williams, Andrew Lewis, Ben Bradley, Shane Healey, Zachary Coy, James Antall,
Conor Healey and State Representative, Karen Boback.

Annual Brunch
with Santa

The Misericordia University Center for Adult and Continuing Education will hold the 21st annual Brunch
with Santa on Saturday, Dec. 7, from
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Sandy and
Marlene Insalaco Hall.
The ever-popular event will feature a festive brunch and children will
have the opportunity to meet Santa
and give him their wish list.
A professional photographer will
be on hand to capture the moment.
Individual photos and photo packages
also will be available for purchase.
Tickets are $15 for adults; $8 for children from 5-12 years of age, and free
to children under 5 years of age.
Since seating is limited, reservations are required. Please go online at
www.misericordia.edu/santabrunch
to reserve seating. For additional information, please contact the Center
for Adult and Continuing Education
at 570-674-1225 or email CACE@
misericordia.edu. For more information about Misericordia University,
please call 570-674-6400
Read the Back Mountain
Community News
Free of Charge at:
www.communitynewsonline.net

Lake-Lehman High School presents
Alice@Wonderland on stage

Lake-Lehman
High School THEATRE
TROUPE
has been in sessions
since September creating all the costuming and characters
for a fun updated
adaptation of Lewis
Carols’ famous first
story, here titled ALICE@ WONDERLAND!
All your favorite
loved characters will
be there, but this ALICE is relatable and
simply a very tech
savvy modern girl!
Performances are:
Friday, December 6
at 7pm curtain and
Saturday, December
7, 5pm curtain.
Best reserve seats
are on sale now by
calling the volunteer
box office at 570-690-1482. Or e-mail, Lehmantheatre@aol.com. Tickets are
$10/$9 front of orchestra, and $8/$7 rear orchestra. Tickets will also be available at the door 45 minutes prior to each curtain.
White rabbit, Caterpillar, Cheshire Cat, Red Queen, and and all your favorites
will be ready and waiting to take you “ down the rabbit hole” with ALICE, as
she conquers her fears! Great live entertainment for the entire family right in
the Back Mountain!

Merry Christmas from all of us at
CK’s Cantina & Grill
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