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The circus came to town at Wycallis Elementary School

Students in Mrs. Bustin’s class were excited for the show. From left are: Olivia Russoniello, Jocelyn Williams, Lauren Roberts, Gavin Arzola, and James Youngblood.
The show featured students play- who along with music teacher
By MB Gilligan
ing the roles of acrobats, clowns, Deborah Pike, directs the show.
Back Mountain Community
monkeys, elephants, tigers, snake “We plan it out. For example, we
News Correspondent
charmers and several ringmasters. have our ‘Jump for Heart’ program
The third graders at Wycallis El- “We use our music, art, physical ed- in March so all of the students are
ementary School in Dallas had a ter- ucation and even library classes to ready to jump rope at the circus.”
rific time as they put on their annual prepare the students,” said Physical
Education teacher Karen Arnaud,
Circus continued on page 28-29.
Circus Extravaganza on March 22.
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Annual Letter Carrier’s Food Drive
date set

The 26th annual National Association of Letter Carrier’s “Stamp Out
Hunger” Food Drive is scheduled for Saturday, May 12. Postal Customers are encouraged to place bags or boxes of nonperishable food near their
mail boxes for pick up and delivery to the Back Mountain Food Pantry in
Trucksville.
The Board of Directors of the pantry are grateful for the support from
the postal workers and their customers to enable the pantry to provide assistance to our neighbors in need.

Deadline for May issue of the Back Mountain
Community News is Wed., April 25 at 12 noon.

Patriot’s Cove plans Fish for the Fallen

Patriot’s Cove was established in 2017 to protect a threatened fish species, as well as, a place for caregivers, Military and First Responders veterans injured in the line of duty. We are a non-profit organization dedicated to providing a tranquil atmosphere for every outdoor enthusiast. Patriots Cove is a native brook trout sanctuary established
to protect a threatened fish species, and provide a place for Veterans, First Responders as well as their Caregivers
to enjoy fishing and healing in a tranquil outdoors experience. We believe to best promote lasting healing, we must
address the injuries to both the mind, body and spirit. Our program helps this process by reconnecting the individual
to the tranquility of nature.
Our project goes beyond simply fishing by preserving an endangered species and surrounding wildlife. We
help to show how even with physical or emotional injuries, we can still find ways to enjoy the simple things in life.
Injuries can go far beyond what we see and feel. They can damage our belief in ourselves, the world around us and
even a higher purpose and power. Patriots Cove works to show that each of us, regardless of our injuries, still have
value and purpose; that there are still missions for all of us still needing to be completed.
Join our cause in preserving nature to give injured Veterans, First Responders, and their Caregivers a tranquil
outdoor experience. Your support helps us provide an environment that fosters healing injuries of the mind, body,
and spirit of our valued guests. We are planning a special event “Fish for the Fallen” on Saturday, April 14. For
our morning retreat, we will be honoring both our fallen heroes as well as sharing our waterway with our first 8
participants. We are asking two: military veterans, police officers, fire-fighters, and emergency medical service
members each injured in the line of duty. These brave men and women will start early that morning before the rest
of the festivities. This time will give them a chance to enjoy a morning retreat with their mentor. Following fishing
alongside their mentor, we will host a lunch for everyone.
We are also looking for photo’s of fallen veterans and first responders heroes lost in the line of duty for the revolving tribute Memorial. (We are asking two: military veterans, police officers, fire-fighters, and emergency medical service members.) These entries can be sent to us at any time (via our social media links) and should include at
least the name and rank/title of the individual, but of course pictures are encouraged. For more information visit
online at www.patriotscove.org or on facebook.
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Beef Dinner, Family
Style

Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire
Company, Sweet Valley, will serve
a beef dinner on Saturday, April 28.
Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30. Takeouts begin at 4:00. Adults $12.00,
children under 12 are $6.00 and
children under 6 eat free. Call 4775121 for more information.

Flea Market
announced

Bloomingdale Grange, Silo/
Grange Hall Road, Bloomingdale
(rural Shickshinny) is planning a
flea market on Saturday, April 21,
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Table rental
$5.00. Call 570-256-7610 for more
information. Breakfast and Lunch
served.

Rummage sale dates set at Trinity
Presbyterian Church, Dallas

The Deacons have set June 1 and 2 for their gigantic rummage sale in
the Fellowship Hall at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Dallas. The sale will
take place from 9 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 1, and from 9 a.m. to
noon on Saturday, June 2. Saturday will be bag day: all you can stuff into
a large brown grocery bag for only $2. Trinity is located at 105 Irem Road,
Dallas, across Rt. 309 from the Country Club Shopping Center.

Dallas Rotary Wine and Dine Festival
planned for June 23

The Dallas Rotary Club, in association with the Dallas Area Fall Fair,
Inc., will be sponsoring its sixth annual wine and dine festival on Saturday,
June 23 at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds, Rt. 118, Dallas, PA. All proceeds will benefit Rotary charities.
The Wine & Dine Festival will feature tastings of the finest wines from
the Back Mountain and Endless Mountains areas and beyond. A variety
of food and goods will also be on sale by area vendors and craftsmen, and
there will be live musical entertainment all day long.
The Dallas Rotary Club is an all volunteer, public service organization
and will be holding this event to support their various projects and programs
such as their annual Christmas Shopping Spree for 45 area children, their
annual Christmas luncheon for 60 members of the Dallas Active Adult Center, their book scholarships of $500 each for six area high school seniors to
use during their first year of college, and much, much more.
Visit their web site at www.DallasRotaryWineandDine.com or look
for them on Face book for upcoming ticket information on line or at local
retailers.

sale planned
Safe Boating Classes offered at Yard
Community Yard Sale at Huntsville United Methodist Church Harveys Lake
Vendor Wanted Vendors are wanted
The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 15-03 will once again offer
Safe Boating Classes at the Harveys Lake American Legion, Rt. 415, 4907
Memorial Highway, Harveys Lake, PA.
This course qualifies those who pass to obtain their PA Boaters Education Certificate and Card, which entitles them to operate boats and personal
water crafts on Pennsylvania’s rivers and lakes. They will offer eight hours
of expert instruction during three classes on the following dates and times:
Saturday, April 7, 2018 from 8 AM to 4 PM. Tuesday, May 8th and Wednesday, May 9th, 2018 from 6 PM to 10 PM. Tuesday, June 12th and Wednesday, June 13th, 2018 from 6 PM to 10 PM.
You must be at least 12 years of age or older to participate in the class.
Reservations should be made in advance so they know how many participants to expect. Contact Jim Johnson at 570-639-2898 for more information and reservations. The fee is $25.00 payable at the door on the first night
of the class. The fee includes the Boating Safely Class Book.

Kunkle Fire Company plans April
fundraising events

The Kunkle Fire Company in Dallas PA will be hosting the following
events during the month of April 2018. Additional information is available
on our web page at Kunklefire.com or on our Facebook page at Kunkle Fire
Company, Inc.
All you can eat breakfast buffet, Sunday, April 8, from 8 AM to noon at
the Kunkle Social Hall, 815 Kunkle Road, Dallas, PA. Adults $10; Children 10 and under $5.
Eat Drink & Paint Benefit on Friday, April 13th beginning at 6:30 PM
at the Kunkle Social Hall, 815 Kunkle Road, Dallas. $45/person includes
food, non-alcoholic beverages and all your painting supplies. Must be 18
years old to attend and 21 or older to consume BYOB alcohol. Space is
limited; reservations required by calling 570-675-3334 or register on our
Facebook page at Kunkle Fire Company, Inc.
Delicious BBQ chicken halves will be available Saturday, April 14 from
11 AM til 2 PM or until sold out. Cost is $6.50 per half chicken (no sides).
The BBQ pit will be operating across from the Kunkle Fire Station at Route
309 and Lake Catalpa Road. Drive in and pick up your first BBQ for the
summer. We hope to see you at these events.

for the Huntsville United Methodist
Church Community Yard Sale on
April 28th. Price per spot is just
$10.00. Please call 570-477-3748
to reserve your spot. The church
is located at 1223 Huntsville Road,
Shavertown, PA. Sale runs from 8
am to 4 pm. Plenty of homemade
foods and lots of rummage. Hope
to see you there.

Spring Rummage
Sale planned

The UMW of the LehmanIdetown United Methodist Church,
1011 Mountainview Drive, Lehman,
PA, Will hold their Annual Spring
Rummage Sale in the church basement. The Sale will be held on April
13 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and
Bag Day, April 14 from 8:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m.
A bake sale and lunch will be
served on April 13. Home made Vegetable soup will also be for sale at the
Cost $6. Orders maybe called in to
the church office at 570-675-1216 or
any member. Donated items in good
condition For sale, may be dropped
off in the kitchen of the church from
April 2 trough April 11. We will accept larger furniture, however please
ask about heavy, awkward items
to move furniture before you drop
them off. Remember your unwanted
items maybe the gems that quickly
become someone else’s treasures.
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Leggio’s, Dallas
Back Mountain Library Author
to host fundraiser Luncheon tickets still available
for the Library
The Friends of the Back Mountain Memorial Library will host their
On Tuesday evening, April 24
from 5pm to 8pm, the Friends of the
Back Mountain Memorial Library
and Leggio’s Italian Restaurant, 64
E. Center Hill Road, Dallas will join
together to host a fundraising event
at the restaurant to support the Back
Mountain Memorial Library and the
activities of the Children’s Summer
Reading Program.
A percentage of the total sales
(bar not included) taken in during
that time, including eat-in, take out
and gift certificates purchased, will
be donated to the library.
Look for the library display at
the front of the restaurant and register to win a Leggio’s Gift Card as
our thanks for your attendance and
support.

30th annual Luncheon with a Special Author at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday,
April 19 at the Appletree Terrace, Newberry Estate, Dallas. The guest
speaker will be Kingston resident Cecilia Galante. The event will begin
with a time for hospitality at 11:00 a.m. This year’s menu will be a buffet luncheon including an appetizer table, an entrée table with a wide
variety of meats and vegetables, assorted salads, breads and muffins,
and will be topped off with a dessert bar featuring ice cream and assorted pastries.
The cost is $27.00 with all proceeds going to benefit the library.
Tables of eight are encouraged and may be reserved. Checks should be
made payable to the Back Mountain Memorial Library and received at
the library at 96 Huntsville Road, Dallas, PA 18612 by April 7th. Invitations have been mailed to previous attendees. Additional reservation
forms are available at the library.

Back Mountain Community News

Serving the Back Mountain & surrounding communities for over
13 years with All Good News!
Read online free of charge at www.communitynewsonline.net
To advertise call Lisa at 570-674-7772
or email: communitynews123@comcast.net
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Dallas Borough Announces Yard Dallas Borough Announces Spring Dallas Borough
Cleanup Schedule and Regulations Announces Spring
Waste Curbside Recycling,
Dallas Borough Council has announced the schedule for the annual Street Sweeping
Schedule and Regulations
spring cleanup to be held this year May 7th to May 12th at the Dallas BorThe Dallas Borough Road Department will begin weekly curbside yard
waste collection beginning the week of May 15, 2018 weather permitting.
The weekly collection schedule will begin following the conclusion of the
Dallas Borough Spring Cleanup scheduled for the week of May 7-12, 2018.
Residents are asked not to place yard waste recycling containers curbside
prior to the beginning of the collection season.
The Borough Road Department will collect up to the equivalent of two
25 gallon recycling containers weekly throughout the season. Residents are
to have yard waste containers curbside by Tuesday morning for collection.
Yard waste volumes exceeding the two 25 gallon container limit will not be
collected. Yard waste containing or including rocks, road cinders, ashes or
animal waste will not be collected. In the interest of public safety, residents
are reminded not to place containers or bundled yard waste within the road
right of way.
There is a $25 annual permit required for residents to participate in the
curbside yard waste collection program. Residents may stop in the Dallas
Borough Building during normal business hours, Monday through Friday
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm to obtain the required permit.
Property owners with a larger volume of yard waste are asked to make
arrangements with a private hauler and/or to contact the Dallas Area Municipal Authority at 570-696-1133 for the hours of operation for the yard
waste drop off site on S.R. 118.
Dallas Borough is proud of the curbside collection yard waste recycling
program in cooperation with the Dallas Area Municipal Authority and we
look forward to providing this important service to our residents throughout
the summer season. Please call the Dallas Borough Administrative Office
at 570-675-1389 with any questions pertaining to the curbside yard waste
recycling program.
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF ANY COLLECTION ITEM(S)
is at the discretion of the Dallas Borough Road Department personnel and
Dallas Borough administration.

ough Municipal Building, 25 Main Street, Dallas. The hours of operation
will be from 7:30 A.M. to 6 P.M. Monday through Friday and 8:00 A.M. to
3:00 P.M. on Saturday. Spring cleanup is only available to Dallas Borough
residents.
Regulations will be enforced for the 2018 spring cleanup. Dallas Borough will require all residents to obtain an admission permit for the cleanup
and the following fee schedule will be implemented:
Cars, small SUV’s, midsize SUV’s and mini-vans will require a $10
permit (unlimited entry). Small pick-up trucks and full-size/large SUV’s
will require a $15 permit (one trip per permit / three permit maximum). Full
size pick-up trucks, utility trailers and cargo vans of less than one ton will
require $25 permit (one trip per permit / three permit maximum). Large
vehicles over one ton will require a $90 permit (one trip per permit/ one
permit maximum).
Proof of residency such as a tax bill or driver’s license will be required
to purchase the necessary permit. Admission permits will be issued to the
occupants, not owners of Dallas Borough rental units. In an effort to avoid
delays at the drop off site during cleanup week, residents are asked to prepurchase their permits during Borough office hours Monday through Friday
from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Dallas Borough Municipal Building. No
refunds will be issued.
Residents are reminded that the Borough will not accept household
garbage, recyclables including yard waste, toxic or hazardous materials,
asbestos, large construction debris, paint/paint cans, batteries, electronics
and ashes. The Borough will accept a limited number of non-commercial
vehicle tires at a fee of $3 for each tire. Bulky furniture items and large
appliances require an additional fee of $5.00 per item. All refrigerators,
freezers, air conditioners, and dehumidifiers MUST HAVE DOCUMENTATION that all Freon and other gases have been removed.
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF ANY ITEMS is at the discretion of the Dallas Borough Road Department personnel and Dallas Borough
administration. Questions about spring cleanup should be directed to the
Dallas Borough Administrative Office at 570-675-1389.

Program

As the spring season quickly
approaches, the Dallas Borough
Road Department will begin our
annual Spring Street Sweeping.
The Road Department requests
that Borough residents follow a
few simple instructions to assist
the Road Department staff in the
collection of road cinders and materials deposited throughout the
winter driving season. Rake cinders out to the side of the road in
even layers and avoid large piles.
Under no circumstances should
cinders be swept into the stormwater catch basins. Do NOT fill containers with cinders in excess of
20-25 pounds. Heavy containers
will not be picked-up. Do NOT
include rocks, tree limbs, yard or
animal waste with the street cinders. After the street sweeper has
been to your street once, any remaining cinders need to be placed
in containers for pick up.
Questions pertaining to this
announcement should be directed
to the Dallas Borough Administrative Office at 570-675-1389.
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Diabetes Awareness Event For
Children & Adults planned

Join us on Wednesday, April 18, with a Special Guest Speaker, Daniel
O Huston, RN MSN, BC-ADM, Health Manager embedded at the General
Internal Medicine Clinic at Geisinger Medical Center. The event will be
held at the Back Mountain Regional EMA Building at the entrance to the
Luzerne County Fairgrounds, 3593 State Route 118, Dallas.
Free Blood Pressure Screenings offered by Geisinger Health and Wellness. Light refreshments, literature, and door prizes. Free to the entire community; bring your family and friends.
Reservations appreciated but not required: please call 570-477-3308.
Event invite on facebook page Lake Silkworth Area Lions Club, or send an
email to pop-up@epix.net. Due to size restraints, attendance restricted to
first 100 responding.

Kingston Township Spring Clean-up “I’m an Artist”
On Friday April 6 at 6 pm, the
Rules, Coupons are now available
Misericordia University OccupaMonday through Friday, 8:30 to 4:30pm at the Kingston Township Administration Office. Spring clean-up will be held at the Kingston Township
Public Works Facility, 225 E. Center Street, Shavertown, starting Monday,
May 7 through Saturday, May 12. Spring clean-up is always scheduled for
the first full week of May.
The clean-up is open to Kingston Township residents only. Proof of
Township residency is required to obtain a coupon. Hours are: 11:00am to
7:00pm., Monday, May 7, Wednesday, May 9 and Friday, May 11. Hours
are 7:00am to 3:00pm., Tuesday, May 8 and Thursday, May 10. Hours on
Saturday, May 12 are 8:00am to 4:00pm.
The following items will NOT be accepted: household trash or garbage,
recyclable items such as newspapers, plastics, bi-metallic cans, clear and
colored glass, tree stumps, rocks, construction debris, toxic substances but
not limited to paints, solvents, automotive fluids, fertilizers, medical waste
or any chemicals. Other items NOT accepted include: all electronics such
as TVs, computers, etc., tires, washers, dryers, refrigerators, freezers, furnaces, stoves, microwaves, water heaters, or other large appliances. Air conditioners or dehumidifiers that are not tagged with a certified sticker from
a professional stating that the freon has been removed will not be accepted.
Please present tattered American Flags to the staff for proper disposal.
All residents are required to obtain a coupon prior to dropping off any
materials in accordance with the following fee schedule.

tional Therapy student organization
and the “Be The Change” community group will sponsor the inspiring movie “I’m an Artist” in the
Lemmond Theater at Misericordia
University. This event celebrates
the opening of “Whimsy and Wonder” the upcoming and fascinating
Verve Vertu Art Show to be held in
the Pauly Friedman Art Gallery at
Misericordia. The “I’m an Artist”
movie documentary describes an
amazing educational/creative arts
program for artists with learning
disabilities. After the movie, the a
capella group “Beyond Harmony”
and pianist Edward Zabrowski will
perform in the Insalaco Concourse,
and Verve Vertu artists’ awesome
works will be on display for your
viewing pleasure. Refreshments
will be served. This event is free.

Rotary
Club of Dallas Welcomes Guest Speaker
The Luzerne County Coroner estimates

that 140 people died as a result of overdoses
in 2016 and believes that number has the
potential to increase this year. In an effort to
slow down or hopefully reverse that trend,
Wyoming Valley Alcohol and Drug services is now offering a free Opiod Prevention Workshop. Because of this concern the
Rotary Club of Dallas hosted guest speaker,
Samantha Martin, Prevention/Education
Specialist at their recent weekly meeting.
Realizing this epidemic is striking so close
to home, our seminar was very well attended by guest Rotarians from Pittston, Plains,
Plymouth and Wyoming.
A short video clip showed how easy
it is for an innocent person to become addicted after a simple prescription for a legitimate purpose. Once this person takes to
the streets he becomes the pawn of the drug
pusher whose cocktails can become deadly. Samantha also opened our eyes on the dangers of vaping and e-cigarettes
which are being targeted to our youth. We learned that the total number of fatal drug overdoes in Pennsylvania increased
by 37% from 2015 and our rate of drug overdose is 36 per 100,000 compared tot he National average of 16.3 per
100,000. For contact information for those who may be seeking treatment contact Luzerne-Wyoming Counties Drug
and Alcohol Program at (570) 826-8790 or Wyoming Valley Alcohol and Drugs Services at (570) 820-8888. Shown in
photo above are: Samantha Martin, Prevention / Education Specialist and Paul Saxon, Rotarian.
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Lake-Lehman Last Knight Lock-In,
Designer Bag Bingo planned

7th Annual Designer Bag Bingo to be held The Lake-Lehman Last
Knight Lock-In committee announces that the 7th annual designer bag
bingo will be held on Saturday, April 14 at 1:00 pm., at the Lake-Lehman
Junior / Senior High School Gym, Old Route 115, Lehman, doors open at
12 noon. The annual bingo event benefits the Lake-Lehman Graduating
Class of 2018.
Again this year we have bags by Michael Kors, Dooney & Bourke, Coach,
and Vera Bradley! Large room accommodations are offered with plenty of
comfortable seating. Tickets are available at the door. Basket Raffles, 50/50,
homemade food, baked goods and refreshments will be available.
To pre-purchase tickets or for more information, contact Maria Hutsko
at (570) 328-0640, Trish Ash (570) 709-8137, Molly Company (570) 4174448 or Sherry Cross (570) 709-4939. The Bingo event is sponsored by the
Lake-Lehman Last Knight Lock-In Committee.

To advertise in the Back Mountain Community News
call Lisa at (570) 674-7772
or email: communitynews123@comcast.net
Serving the community for 13 years with All Good News!
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Legion Logbook

Clarence J. Michael
Past Commander
Dallas American Legion, Post 672

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 met on January 2. The first topic of business
concerned the annual Memorial
Day Parade. With the disruption
caused by the round-a-bout, a parade seemed to be off the table.
Since our parade is a cherished tradition, many of us were chagrined
at this development. However, alternatives were discussed, and a
Memorial Day remembrance will
be held. One suggestion was to hold
a bigger ceremony at Chapel Lawn
Cemetery. A myriad of details must
be worked out, but the public will
be kept informed.
A secondary topic , also relating
to the round-a bout, was the monument honoring veterans was displaced. A committee was formed to
research building a new monument
on the Post grounds.
Don’t forget Representative
Boback’s Ride of Honor on May 27
with the proceeds given to veteran
organizations.
A donation of $175 was given
to the Bac k Mountain Little League
to pay for a sign. $500 was also approved to support the Mayor’s Fund
which is administered by Dallas
Mayor Tim Carroll.
Monies were appropriated to
bring our elevator in compliance. It
was also emphasized that this elevator is for the handicapped only.
The Ladies Auxiliary were active
in March sponsoring a Hoagie Sale
and a Pierogie Sale.
The next meeting of our Post
will be April 3 at 7:30 P.M. Commander Art Parks invites all Legion
members and prospective members
to attend. Hope you had a Happy
Easter!!
GOD BLESS AMERICA!

Lisa Baker To Seek New Term As State Senator
State Senator Lisa Baker is proud
to serve our area. In her district and
in Harrisburg, Lisa has earned respect for her responsible and reasonable approach to legislating and
problem-solving.
One of her defining qualities is accessibility. Her Senate district is one
of the largest in size, and she travels across it constantly to meet with
individuals and groups and to participate in community meetings and
hearings, issue forums, panel discussions, and tributes to distinguished
persons. Lisa learns by listening to
people and getting their perspectives
on policies, problems, and projects,
and this constructive interaction includes those who disagree with her
views and votes.
When problems arise, Lisa is
the on the scene getting firsthand
information about solutions and assistance needed from residents and
local officials. An advocate for the
institutions and infrastructure strong
communities need, she has supported the funding necessary for crucial
projects to proceed.
Lisa is an independent thinker,
putting the public interest first when
casting votes. She cast “no” votes on
budgets and gas drilling legislation
that would have adversely affected
the district. She is able to find a reasonable balance on difficult issues,
such as supporting the jobs and economic benefits of natural gas while
insisting that environmental protection and community safety

standards be strengthened.
As a lawmaker, Lisa consistently
works around the partisan differences that so often deadlock legislation
in Harrisburg. Her ability to work
collaboratively with Republicans
and Democrats contributes to the
strong record of accomplishment she
has assembled.
Lisa is a voice for reform. She
has advanced popular reforms such
a gift ban for state officials that are
strongly resisted by political insiders.
The best example of her determination came in response to the notorious kids-for-cash scandal in Luzerne
County, where she pushed through
four reform bills despite substantial
opposition.
Lisa is chairing her third Senate
committee, Health and Human Services. An area of particular concentration will be upgrading Pennsylvania’s child protection and abuse
prevention services. As chair of the
Senate Labor & Industry Committee, she worked to strengthen training programs and to help workers
who were unfairly denied unemployment assistance. As chair of the
Senate Veterans Affairs and Emergency Response Committee, she
was extremely active in making sure
that veterans had access to promised
benefits, including health care, and
in creating incentives to help communities attract
and retain the
volunteer responders essential to
safety. Lisa led the effortto create a
Veterans Trust Fund,
which

Free Lyme disease workshop at
Misericordia University, April 11

A free Lyme Disease Prevention Workshop will be held Wednesday,
April 11 from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Huntzinger and Alden Trust Rooms
218-219 of Sandy and Marlene Insalaco Hall at Misericordia University.
Michele Cassetori, O.T.R./L., an adjunct faculty member in the Department
of Occupational Therapy at Misericordia University and northeast regional leader of the Pennsylvania Lyme Resource Network will facilitate the
workshop.
Pennsylvania leads the nation in new cases of tick-borne infections,
according to Cassetori. The program will cover awareness regarding Lyme
and tick-borne illnesses and the need for early detection, including how to
prevent tick bites, what to do if bitten by a tick, recognizing early Lyme
symptoms, and how to seek help if you become infected.
Advance registration is required. To register, please call (570) 674-6289,
or email funfitness@misericordia.edu.

combines private and public contributions to provide emergency assistance to needy veterans and their
families.
In line with the sporting heritage
of the region, Lisa is a defender of
Second Amendment rights.
Because of her leadership abilities, Lisa was among a select group
invited to the White House to discuss
jobs and economic opportunity with
federal officials.
In addition to her experience in
appointed and elected positions in
state government, Lisa held several
private sector positions and offered
her time and talents to numerous volunteer organizations. She resides in
Lehman Township, Luzerne County
with her husband of 33 years, Gary.
They have one son, Carson, and one
grandson, Bryce.

Patterson Grove
Camp meeting
Association
announces events

Patterson Grove Campmeeting Association, 1128 Bethel Hill Rd, Shickshinny, PA 18655, 150th Committee
announced that information is now
available for three events during their
Celebration from July 22 – August 5,
2018.
The Victorian Christmas Tea on
Wednesday, July 25, the Ice Cream
Contest on Saturday, August 4, and
the Entire Bible Proclamation Service
on Sunday, August 5 are featured on
their website at www.pattersongrove150years.org. More information is
available from the 150th Celebration
chairperson, Linda Shypulefski at
570-256-3249 or shyps@epix.net. All
events of the two week Celebration
are open to the public.
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Spring Clean-Up for Residents of Dallas Lions Club will hold their annual Night at the Races
Dallas Township
Spring Clean-up for Residents of Dallas Township will be held from
Monday, May 7th through and including Saturday, May 12th, 2018. Residents are asked to bring items they wish to dispose of, to the rear of the
Township Building located at 2919 SR 309 Highway, Dallas from 8:00am
until 6:00pm, Monday through Friday, and from 8:00am until 2:00pm on
Saturday.
The Township’s Road Department will be available to assist in emptying
vehicles. Proof of residency will be required at the time of drop-off. Pick-up
trucks and trailers will be charged accordingly, depending on the amount
and size of the items brought. Residents will be charged a fee for bulk items,
such as carpets, overstuffed chairs, couches, dressers, stoves, washers, dryers, water heaters, etc. Each household is permitted to bring tires to dispose
of with the understanding that there will be a $2.00 fee charge for each tire.
The following items will not be accepted for disposal under any circumstance: freezers, refrigerators, air conditioners, hazardous wastes, chemicals,
brush, tree stumps, cinder blocks, animal or human waste, shingles, sheet
rock, or other building materials, leaves, grass, garbage or newspapers.
Please note there will be no electronic equipment recycling this year.

The Dallas Lions Club will hold their annual Night at the Races on Saturday, April 14, 2018 at the Gate
of Heaven Gym on Machell Avenue in Dallas, Doors open at 6:30 and Post Time is 7::15. Admission is $5
but is waived with the purchase of a Horse for $10. The Night at the Races is the largest fund raiser of the
year for the club with proceeds being donated to Lions Club Charities
such as: The Association for the Blind, Beacon Lodge Camp for Blind
Children, Leader Dogs for the Blind, the Back Mountain Library and
several other local and state-wide charities. Chairpersons for the event
are Lions Don Berlew, Frank Rollman and Wes Rost. Pictured above
are: sitting, from the left, Ed Hann, Frank Rollman, Diane Corbett,
Dan Corbett. Standing, Wes Rost, Dave Spring, Robert Shaffer, Joe
Kester and Don Berlew.

Read the Back Mountain Community News
online free of charge at:

www.communitynewsonline.net
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Dallas High School Theatre Club will present, “Band Geeks”
On April 13 & 14 at 8:00 pm and April 15 at
3:00 pm Dallas High School Theatre Club will
present Band Geeks, a musical. The story is
about a small band with dwindling funds from
Cuyahoga High School coming close to extinction. When a troubled athlete from a rival
school is placed in their ranks, Elliott, the band
captain, and Laura, his best friend, must find a
way to embrace their inner geek and save the
marching Beavers.
The play will take stage in the Dallas High
School Performing Arts Center. Tickets will be
$10.00 each, available at the door. Shown in
photo right: locker room scene featuring Davy Janoski, Matt Oley, Ty Madden, Jacob Thomas, Jacob Calkins,
Brandon Fox and Michael Sebolka.

Above in photo are: Jacob Thomas, Emma Oley, and Ethan Dyrli.

Shown above are members of the cast: Emma Oley, Ethan Dyrli, Nichole Conrad, Francesca Augustine, Davy Janoski, Carly Kavanagh,
Matthew Oley, Jacob Thomas, Lauren Palfey. Second row: Emily Crahall, Jacinda Rose, Jeremy Zolner, Ty Madden, Jacob Calkins. Missing from the photo are: Janice Lisman, Michael Sebolka, and Brandon
Fox.

We’re FREE online for your convenience.
Read the Community News online at:
www.communitynewsonline.net

It’s All Good News ... Where Community Matters.
Now serving the community for 13 years!

Wyoming Seminary Awards Upper School Merit Scholarships
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Wyoming Seminary Upper School recently awarded merit
scholarships, including one full four-year scholarship, to nine students entering Sem in the 2017-18 academic year.
The Sem Scholarship program awards scholarships to grades
9 and 10 with exceptional academic talents from schools other
than Wyoming Seminary. The recipients are chosen on the basis
of their performance on the Sem Scholarship Test, a competitive
exam, as well as on interviews with the scholarship committee
and their academic profile. Test-takers are also eligible to receive
four-year Deans Merit Scholarships, for those who scored within
the top 20 percent of all students taking the exam.
Freshmen Katharine Getz of Hughestown received a full tuition, four-year Sem Scholarship. Junior William Berger of Waccabuc, N.Y., freshmen Shailee Desai of Shavertown, Ashley Dimen of Middletown, R.I., Jacob Gilbert of Waverly, Jacob Koretz
of West Pittston, Grace Parsons of Bear Creek and junior Emily
Matthews of Kingston received half-tuition, four-year scholarships. Freshman Isabelle Polgar of Kingston received the Dean
Merit Scholarship.
The 2017-18 Sem Upper School Scholarship recipients are,
seated from left: Jacob Gilbert, Waverly; Isabelle Polgar, Kingston; and Shailee Desai, Shavertown. Standing, from left: Jacob Koretz, West Pittston;
Ashley Dimen, Middletown, R.I.; William Berger, Waccabuc, N.Y.; Katharine Getz, Hughestown; Emily Matthews, Kingston; and Grace Parsons, Bear
Creek.

Dallas Chapter
Eastern Star
Building Assoc.,
plans spring sale

Join us for our Spring Craft, Vendor, Books & Gently Used Items sale
on Saturday, April 28th, 9-3pm., at
the Dallas Eastern Star Building Association, 15 Foster Street, Dallas,
PA. (Behind CVS Drugstore).
Eastern Star members will be
serving lunch and selling “Our Famous Welsh Cookies”. A varity of
items will be available along with
lunch, featuring Haluski and Homemade soup. Come out & enjoy doing some shopping & enjoy lunch
with a friend
For vendor information call:
Dianne Corby at 570-675-4893.
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Lake-Lehman JH Students of the Month Wyoming Sem Students Named National Merit Finalists

The following Lake-Lehman JH students have been selected based
on their demonstration of leadership, scholarship, and citizenship as
our January 2018 Students of the Month. From left to right: Kathryn
Healey, William McCarroll, Julia Trumbower, Rocco Alba - pictured
with Principal Klopp.

Local Pennsylvania student selected
for U.S. Senate Youth Program

The United States Senate Youth
Program announces that Lake-Lehman senior Jason Marcin will join Senator Robert Casey and Senator Patrick
Toomey in representing Pennsylvania
in the nation’s capital during the 56th
annual USSYP Washington Week,
which was held March 3 - 10, 2018.
Jason Marcin of Dallas and Meg Jones
of Greensburg were selected from
among the state’s top student leaders
to be part of the 104 national student
delegation who will also each receive
a $10,000 college scholarship for undergraduate study.
The overall mission of this program
is to help install within each class of
USSYP student delegates a more profound knowledge of the American political process and a lifelong commitment to Public service. This program
is fully funded by The Hearst Foundation. Delegates and alternates are
selected by the state departments of education nationwide and the District of
Columbia and Department of Defense Education Activity, after nomination
by teachers and principals. The chief state school officer for each jurisdiction confirms the final selections. This year’s Pennsylvania delegates and
alternates were designated by Mr. Pedro A. Rivera, Secretary of Education.
In addition to outstanding leadership abilities and a strong commitment to
volunteer work, the student delegates rank academically in the top one percent of their states among high school juniors and seniors. For more information please see: www.ussenateyouth.org.
Jason Marcin serves as his Senior Class president and the Student Council vice president. He is also an active member of the Lake-Lehman Key
Club and serves as the district secretary/treasurer for the Pennsylvania District of Key Club International. Jason is a member of the National Honor
Society. He is actively involved with his church and participates in several
community service projects. As he is extremely politically engaged, Jason
hopes to attend Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., and eventually enter into a career of public service.

Four Wyoming Seminary seniors
have been named Finalists in the
2018 National Merit Scholarship
competition, said Jay Harvey, Dean
of the Upper School.
Matthew Bolan of Kingston,
Maheen Mahar of Mountain Top, Sophia Polgar of Kingston and Thomas
Weil of Dallas received Finalist
honors. They now have the opportunity to continue in the competition
for about 7,500 Merit Scholarship
Awards, worth more than $32 million, that will be offered this spring.
Three types of Merit Scholarship awards will be offered in 2018.
Every Finalist will be considered for
one of 2,500 National Merit $2,500
Scholarships that will be awarded on
a state representational basis.
Above shown in photo, four Wyoming Seminary seniors recently named National Merit Scholarship Finalists.
Seen following the announcement are, from left: Thomas Weil, Dallas; Sophia Polgar, Kingston; Maheen Mahar,
Mountain Top; and Matthew Bolan, Kingston.
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Lieutenant Commander John W. Gilligan, USN, recently completed a three year tour of duty
Lieutenant Commander John
W. Gilligan, USN, recently completed a three year tour of duty as
the Engineer on the submarine
COLORADO. LCDR Gilligan
oversaw all engineering aspects of
the Pre-commissioned boat during
its construction at General Dynamics Electric Boat facility in Groton,
CT, through Sea Trials and final inspections. The USS COLORADO
was commissioned at Submarine
Base New London in Groton on
March 17.
The ceremony was highlighted
by remarks from many dignitaries including Connecticut Senator Richard Blumenthal, Colorado
Senator Corey Gardner, Colorado
Senator Michael Bennett, Colorado
Governor John Hickenlooper, and
Director of Naval Reactors Admiral
J.F. Coldwell, Jr. The ship’s sponsor is Annie Mabus, the daughter of

former Secretary of the Navy Ray
Mabus. A ship’s sponsor is believed
to bestow good luck and divine protection over the seagoing vessel and
is considered a permanent member
of the crew. Ms. Mabus christened
the submarine in December 2016.
LCDR Gilligan is a graduate
of Dallas High School and a 2007
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy. Last year he was ranked number
one department head in Submarine
Squadron 4. Upon completion of
duty on the submarine, he received
the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal for meritorious
service while serving as Engineer
on PCU COLORADO signed by
B.L. Sittlow, Captain, USN, Commander, Submarine Squadron 4
who commended Gilligan for the
great job in bringing the COLORADO to life. The certificate reads, in
part, that LCDR Gilligan demon-

strated tactical driving excellence
and developed and trained theboat’s
officer corps. He was cited for
showing dedication, foresight, and
impressive communication skills
and for exercising exceptional leadership. In addition the certificate
states, “LCDR Gilligan’s distinctive accomplishments, unrelenting
perseverance, and steadfast devotion to duty reflected great credit
upon himself and upheld the highest
traditions of the United States Naval
Service.”
He has begun his new duty as
the Senior Evaluation Officer at the
Nuclear Power Training Unit in
Balston Spa, New York. He resides
in Saratoga Springs with his wife,
the former Sarah Killian, and their
daughter Maggie.

LCDR John Gilligan and his wife the former Sarah Killian are pictured at the commissioning ceremony for the USS COLORADO, the
Navy’s newest Virginia class submarine.
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Buffet Pasta Dinner announced

A Buffet Pasta Dinner will be served at Prince of Peace Episcopal
Church, 420 Main Street, Dallas on Saturday, May 5. Take out from 4:00
PM-4:30 PM or dine in from 4:30 PM-6:30 PM. Donation of $10.00 for
Adults and $6.00 for Children 10 & Under. Menu Will Consist Of: Penne
Marinara, Gemelli Alfredo, Italian Meatballs, Sausage, Dinner Rolls &
Butter, Garden Salad with House Made Dressings, Homemade Desserts.
Reserve your tickets on our website www.princeofpeacedallaspa.org or by
calling the church 570-675-1723. Tickets also be available at the door.

News from the Back Mountain
Memorial
Library
Rescheduled from an earlier date. Discover life in a 19th century min-

ing town as Eckley Miners’ Village brings their Traveling Trunk Show to
the Library on Wednesday, April 11, at 3:00 PM. Experience life in a coalpatch town by examining artifacts and costumes from the era. A Power
Point presentation will help bring the past to life.
This “Afternoon Enrichment” program extends a special invitation to seniors and older adults to enjoy an afternoon out while exploring our local
history. Call the Library to register.
“Luncheon with a Special Author” is slated for Thursday, April 19. The
Friends of the Back Mountain Memorial Library are celebrating 30 years
of this popular event. The venue is Apple Tree Terrace at Newberry Estates; at 11 AM there will be a social hour, followed by lunch at noon. This
year’s speaker is local author Cecilia Galante, who writes highly acclaimed
children’s, young adult, and adult books. Cost per person is $27.00.
“Shared Mindfulness with Your Dog: The Healing Power of Connection” will be held Saturday, April 21, at 10:30 AM. Noted animal behaviorist Corey Cohen will teach alternatives to standard dog training using
mindfulness to strengthen the bond between you and your dog. Get a fresh
perspective on life with reduced stress and anxiety by connecting with your
canine best friend. Call to register for this intriguing program.
News & Notices - The Friends of the Library are again holding their
spring geranium sale. Darling’s Farms and Greenhouses on Hildebrandt
Road in Dallas Township provide the lovely and thriving flowers. Buy now
and pick up your plants with your receipt at the farm between May 1 and 31.
Single pots are $4, or you can buy three for $10. You have your choice of
colors when you pick up. Stop in at the front desk to purchase, and please
note that this sale benefits the Library.
Are you doing any spring cleaning? We are already well into plans for
this year’s Auction! Our committees are especially asking for donations of
antiques and jewelry. Here’s your chance to clear out unwanted items and
benefit the Library at the same time! The dates for this year’s Auction are
July 5, 6, 7, and 8.
The Luzerne County Library System, of which the Back Mountain
Memorial Library is a part, has instituted a county-wide limit of 5 DVDs
or Blu-rays per library card. This policy becomes effective April 2, 2018.
Please take this into account when requesting movies from other libraries.
If you have a little extra time, a willingness to help, and would enjoy being in a busy and positive environment—volunteer in the Children’s
Room! Jobs like book washing, toy sanitizing, and shelf reading keep the
Children’s Room looking bright, and can be done when you are available.
Call or stop in to get more information. Join us!
Reader Recommended: Titles our patrons and staff are enthusiastic about
Television can sometimes lead us to a good book. A patron recently embarked upon an Ann Cleeves binge after watching the “Vera” series based
on her Vera Stanhope mysteries. M. C. Beaton is also enjoying renewed
popularity since her Agatha Raisin character has been featured in a PBS
series. You might have seen Beaton’s police sergeant Hamish Macbeth in
his own series on the BBC. You can always count on the British for murder
and mystery! Contact us at 570-675-1182. And find so much more at our
website at www.backmountainlibrary.

Kingston Township Supervisors set date for curbside yard
waste pickup

The Kingston Township Board of Supervisors has announced the Spring Yard Waste / Bagged Leaf Pickup has
been scheduled for Monday, April 16 to Friday, April 20, weather permitting.
Residents are advised to have yard waste and bagged leaves placed at the curbside for pick-up. Yard waste consists of sticks and twigs bundled three (3) feet in length and one (1) foot in height and one (1) foot wide. Limit two
(2) bundles. Large limbs will not be accepted.
Township crews will be conducting the pick-up between the hours of 7am and 3pm., Monday through Friday.
The Township asks the cooperation of residents in refraining from sweeping leaves into gutters and roadways. The
leaves block storm drains and pose a serious maintenance problem for the Public Works Department. A Township
Ordinance also prohibits this practice. Residents are reminded that bags must contain only leaves, No grass clippings. Residents are also reminded that Ordinance 2004-4 prohibits the burning of leaves.

Grief Support

A Grief Support Group is available at River of Life Fellowship
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman, on an as-needed basis. If you
need help, or just someone to talk
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for
further information.

Clothes Closet to
Men’s Breakfast
Group meets weekly Re-Open
The Back Mountain Men’s
Ecumenical Group meets at the
Irem Country Club for their weekly
breakfast meetings at 8:00 a.m. on
Thursdays. All men are welcome
to join the group.

Clothes Closet is now open on
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each
month. The clothes closet is located
at The River of Life Fellowship
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehman. For details call 570-675-8109.

Students of Trinity Learning Center in Dallas recently
learned the importance of good dental heath

The students of Trinity Learning Center in Dallas received a visit recently from Mary, a dental hygienist
from Dr. Watkins & Medura. Mary talked to the children about healthy teeth and how important it is for
everyone to go to the dentist for regular check-ups. Mrs. Decker’s Preschool class are pictured above with
props that Miss Mary brought with her to use for her demonstration. The children watched a movie about
good dental hygiene and also received a toothbrush treat bag. Shown left to right are: Ryder Adamchik,
Evelyn Rakos, Alanis Lamoreaux, Weslee Harrison, Liam Parry & Jace Ellsworth
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Chicken and Biscuit Dinner planned

Prince of Peace Episcopal Church, 420 Main Street in Dallas, will host a
Chicken and Biscuit Dinner on Saturday, April 7. Take out from 4:00 - 4:30
and eat in from 4:30 - 6:00.
The dinner will consist of chicken and gravy served over biscuits, vegetables, beverage and dessert. Donation of $10.00 for Adults, $6.00 for
Children 10 & under. Tickets can be reserved on our website www.princeofpeacedallaspa.org or by calling the church 570-675-1723. Tickets will
also be available at the door.

Fixing Corruption in Government,
topic of talk at Misericordia University

The Department of History and Government at Misericordia University is
presenting the free talk, “Fixing Corruption in Government,” by representatives
of Represent Us, the largest grassroots, nonpartisan anti-corruption campaign
in the country on Monday, April 9 at 7 p.m. in the Catherine Evans McGowan
Room of the Mary Kintz Bevevino Library.
Joseph Czarnecki and Peter Ouellette, local members of Represent Us, will
discuss the volunteer organization’s efforts across the political spectrum and at
the local, state and national levels to reform government by passing laws and
resolutions on provisions of the American Anti-Corruption Act. According to
organizers, Represent Us has 45 chapters in 22 states and more than 650,000
members nationwide. R. Lucas Williams, Ph.D., assistant professor of history
and government at Misericordia University, is coordinating the event.
Czarnecki is the Luzerne County leader and resolutions coordinator for
Represent Pennsylvania, and treasurer for the Clean Money Squad PA (CMSPA). CMS-PA identifies candidates for public office in the Keystone state,
regardless of political affiliation, who endorse and pledge to support reforms
embodied in the American Anti-Corruption Act. A retired secondary mathematics teacher and independent business owner, Czarnecki volunteered to work
with Represent Us in Pennsylvania in 2017. He has been a citizen lobbyist in
Harrisburg and his efforts have been instrumental in passing several local and
county resolutions in support of anti-corruption legislation and ending partisan
gerrymandering.
Ouellette is a founding member and state coordinator for Represent Pennsylvania, and serves as managing director of CMS-PA. A retired independent
business owner and manufacturing manager, he has traveled extensively in Asia
and has witnessed firsthand the exodus of manufacturing from the U.S. to lowcost labor markets. In addition to volunteering with Represent Us and CMS-PA,
he currently serves on the Luzerne County Board of Elections.
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St. Therese’s Prayer Shawl Ministry creates 500th Shawl

St. Therese’s Prayer Shawl Ministry recently celebrated their 2nd anniversary, and are pleased to announce
they reached the milestone of creating over 500 prayer shawls! The ministry currently has 28 members, and
in the last two years has donated handmade items to the following organizations: Wilkes-Barre General
Hospital Oncology, the Domestic Violence Resource Center, Celtic Hospice, Candy’s Place, the VA Hospital,
Geisinger Wyoming Valley NICU, the Janet Weis Children’s Hospital, and the Catherine Mc Auley House.
The ministry also serves their own parish of St. Therese’s by providing prayer shawls to grieving parishioners and gifting each newly-baptized baby with a blanket & bootie set.
Members who attended the 1pm meeting in March are pictured with donations for the Janet Weis Children’s Hospital and NICU at Geisinger Wyoming Valley. From left are: Paulette Dougal, Diane Reid, Betty
DeCesaris, Betty Hudak, Gertraud Mroz, Gerri Wall, Karen Dussinger, Jacqui Robbins, Betty Levitsky, and
ministry director Adriana Stephens. For more information, please contact St. Therese’s at 570-696-1144.

Back Mountain Community News
... It’s All Good News. Available at over 90 locations
free of charge every month and free online at:
www.communitynewsonline.net!
To advertise call Lisa at (570) 674-7772

Harveys Lake American Legion Post 967 made a donation
to Harveys Lake Little League
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Harveys Lake American Legion Post 967
made a donation to the VA Hospital fund

Recently the Harveys Lake
American Legion Post 967 made a
donation to the Harveys Lake Little
League to renew their Corporate
Sponsorship.
Shown in photo right, front Mallory Smigielski. Second row: Haley
Wallace, Gavin Wallace, Connor
Smigielski, Gavin Smigielski
Third row: Mark Wallace, Little
League Officer and Bernie Castillo,
Post Finance Officer.

Harveys Lake American Legion Post 967 made a donation to the VA
Hospital Canteen Fund. The donation helps provide care and entertainment for the veteran guests staying at the VA. Shown in photo
above, from left to right are: Bernie Castillo, Finance Officer; Charles
Ritts, Adjutant; Nicole Guest, Am. Legion Dist. 12, VA Hospital Liaison; and George Casterline, Post Commander.
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American Foundation for Suicide Prevention seeks volunteers

Volunteers are needed to assist the Northeastern Pennsylvania Chapter in providing advocacy and community
programs to the regional communities fighting against the epidemic of suicide,’’ said Dawn M. Evans, O.T.D.,
O.T.R./L., assistant professor of occupational therapy at Misericordia University and chair of the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention Greater NEPA Chapter Board. “Because it is a volunteer association, we cannot do it
with just a few of us – especially considering all the counties we serve.
The board plans to become more actively involved in the community this year and we cannot do it without volunteers. We hope that we can get some community members who are interested in helping us with programming and
activities in the community, such as the ‘Out of Darkness Walk’ in September,’’ Dr. Evans added. The local chapter
serves Lackawanna, Luzerne, Pike, Schuylkill, Susquehanna, Wayne and Wyoming counties.
Founded in 1987, the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention is the largest private suicide prevention
organization in the United States. The voluntary driven health organization has chapters in 50 states. Suicide is the
10th leading cause of death in the United States and 11th leading cause in Pennsylvania. Nearly three times as many
people died in Pennsylvania annually than by homicide, according to the foundation.
The foundation’s mission is to save lives and bring hope to those affected by suicide. The American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention rallies volunteers at state, federal and local levels to advocate for policies to reduce suicide
and improve mental health services. The foundation organizes more than 450 “Out of the Darkness Community
Walks” annually across the country. For more information contact, Dawn M. Evans, O.T.D., O.T.R./L., assistant
professor of occupational therapy at Misericordia University and chair of the American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention Greater Northeastern Pennsylvania Chapter Board, at 570-674-6415.

Misericordia University social work majors learn about
pending state bill from local lawmaker

The Department of Social Work at Misericordia University recently hosted state Sen. Lisa Baker, R-20,
Lehman Twp., for a classroom presentation about the bipartisan bill the local legislator introduced to combat the opioid epidemic. David Hage, M.S.W., L.S.W., A.C.S.W., C.-A.S.W.C.M., assistant professor of social
work at Misericordia University, had Sen. Baker address students and field questions in his Social Welfare
Policy and Services class. The lawmaker outlined the importance of Senate Bill No. 978, “Hospice and Home
Health Prescription Medication Disposal Act,’’ that addresses the disposal of hospice or home health care
patient medication. “It was a valuable learning experience for students,’’ Hage said. “Our students were able
to ask Sen. Baker in-depth questions about to successfully advocate for legislative change.’’ Sen. Baker is the
prime sponsor of the bill, which was introduced by her and 14 other fellow legislators in December 2017. The
legislation seeks to allow hospice nurses to dispose of narcotics and medications properly upon the discharge
or death of the patient.
The Department of Social Work at Misericordia University hosted state Sen. Lisa Baker, R-20, Lehman
Twp., for a classroom presentation about Senate Bill No. 978, ‘Hospice and Home Health Prescription Medication Disposal Act.’ The local legislator introduced the bipartisan bill in December 2017 to combat the opioid epidemic. It addresses the disposal of hospice or home health care patient medication by nurses upon the
discharge or death of the patient. Participating in the presentation, seated from left, are Olivia Mayorowski,
Old Forge, Pa.; Sen. Baker, David Hage, M.S.W., L.S.W., A.C.S.W., C.-A.S.W.C.M., assistant professor, social work, Misericordia University, and Christine Ward, Sayville, N.Y.; standing, Carly Kandel, Newton,
N.J.; Japriya Carroll, York, Pa.; Marshall Witmer, Newmanstown, Pa.; Deanna Warren Nicholson, Pa., and
Sarah Kwiatkowski, Tunkhannock, Pa.
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Disney’s Aladdin on stage at Lake-Lehman High School

Make all your wishes come true,
without a plane ride to Florida on
April 21 and 22! Disney’s ALADDIN Jr. is playing at Nicholas Auditorium, Lake-Lehman High School,
Lehman, on Saturday, April 21, at
6pm and Sunday, April 22, at 3pm.
This spectacular musical is playing on Broadway right now full
length, and licensing is only currently available for this shortened adaptation. Lake-Lehman is thrilled to
have obtained the license to produce
Aladdin. This Aladdin Jr. is based
on the 1992 Disney film and the current 2014 Broadway adaptation.
Lake-Lehman High School cast
includes several dozen students, 7th
through 12th graders, and is led by
Director Gina Major. This is Majors’
ninth school year leading Theatre
education productions for her high
school Alma mater.
Don’t miss the performances ... on
Saturday, April 21, curtain at 6pm.,
and Sunday, April 22, curtain at 3 pm. All seating is RESERVED and tickets are $10, or $8 rear orchestra. Discounts are available for community groups of 20 or more. Call our volunteer box office representative Laure, at
570-466-5941.
Ring the bells and bang the drums! The whole family will love this exciting and legendary tale of the loveable
thief with a heart of gold! Join Aladdin, Jasmine, Genie, and all your favorite characters in magic carpet rides, in
mystical caves, at the palace, or out on the streets and marketplace of Agrabah. It includes all your favorite songs
such as “Friend Like Me”, “ A Whole New World”, “ Prince Ali”... and many beautiful new songs from the broadway show!
Disney’s Aladdin Jr. is presented through special arrangement with, and all materials provided by, Music Theatre
International. MTI is one of the leading theatrical licensing agencies in the world, founded in 1952, it’s a driving
force in advancing musical theatre as a vibrant and engaging art form, as well as using theater production as an
incredibly successful educational tool. Shown above in photo above are: Courtney Richards and Aleah Ashton, as
Aladdin and Jasmine, leading the Lake-Lehman cast of Aladdin, Jr.
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The Advantages & Disadvantages
of a Roth IRA
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO
of MF Advisers, Inc.

Roth IRAs are a great investment vehicle for retirement
for those who qualify to contribute to them (there are
earned income phase-out ranges and limitations), and
they have some interesting features that can make them
very advantageous.Here are some of the benefits of a
Roth IRA:
Anyone can contribute to a Roth IRA, as long as
they have earned income; however, you cannot contribute more money to a Roth IRA than what you have in yearly earned income (ex:
if you only made $4,000 for a year, you can ONLY contribute up to $4,000 in your
Roth IRA for that particular year).
For 2017 and 2018 the annual contribution limit for a Roth IRA is $5,500 ($6,500
if you’re over age 50), and you have the freedom to invest in any type of investment
you are comfortable with (stocks, mutual funds, ETFs, bonds, CDs, annuities, etc.)
Your money grows TAX-FREE in a Roth IRA (however, contributions are NOT
tax-deductible) so no matter what your tax bracket is in retirement (past age 59 ½),
your distributions will be free from taxation.
You have until April 15th of the following year to make a yearly contribution to
a Roth IRA (ex: you have until April 15th, 2018 to contribute to your Roth IRA for
2017), allowing 15 ½ months to fill your Roth IRA up each year.
Roth IRA rules allow you to withdraw your contributions out at any time without
penalty or tax implications (NOTE: this applies only to contributions, NOT earnings
– those earnings would be taxed and then penalized 10% for early withdrawal if you
are under age 59 ½).
Even though Roth IRAs are used primarily for retirement savings, you can tap
into it to help pay for higher education costs without the 10% early withdrawal penalty affecting your earnings (NOTE: you will still have to pay taxes on the earnings,
but contributions are free from penalty or taxes).
You can withdraw up to $10,000 tax - and penalty - free from a Roth IRA if you
apply that $ amount towards your first home purchase (NOTE: the Roth IRA must
be established for at least five years for this rule to apply; otherwise you have to pay
taxes on the earnings, but NOT the 10% early-withdrawal penalty), so couples can
withdraw up to $20,000 towards their first home.
Even if you can’t contribute to a Roth IRA due to the earned income limitations,
there are no longer any limits on who can convert a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA
(also known as a “backdoor Roth IRA”).
You never need to take money out of a Roth IRA if you don’t need to, unlike a
traditional IRA where at age 70 ½ you must take start taking annual RMDs (required
minimum distributions).
You can also contribute to a Roth IRA even if you are past age 70 ½ as long as
you still have earned income (you cannot contribute to a traditional IRA once you
reach age 70 ½).
You can pass a Roth IRA onto your heirs without any taxes or penalties, making
it a very effective estate planning tool.
There are also some possible disadvantages with Roth IRAs though: You do not get
a tax deduction for your Roth IRA contributions (however, you do get to
withdraw your money out TAX-FREE at age 59 ½).
If you’re single or filing for taxes as head of household and your AGI (adjusted
gross income) exceeds $133,000 for 2017 ($135,000 for 2018), you cannot contribute to a Roth IRA. Likewise, if you are married filing taxes jointly and your AGI for
2017 exceeds $196,000 ($199,000 for 2018) you cannot contribute to a Roth IRA.
If you’re single or filing for taxes as head of household and your AGI is between
$118,000 and $132,999 for 2017 (between $120,000 and $134,999 for 2018), your
contributions to a Roth IRA will be phased out (can’t contribute the full amount).
Likewise, if you are married filing taxes jointly and your AGI for 2017 is between
$186,000 and $195,999 (between $189,000 and $198,999 for 2018) your contributions to a Roth IRA will be phased out.
There are certain types of investments you cannot make in a Roth IRA, such as
life insurance contracts, antiques, collectibles, and most precious metal coins (there
are a few types of coins that are exceptions to this rule).
There is NO guarantee that the IRS and/or the U.S. government will never change
the tax status of Roth IRA earnings in the future (possibility of being taxed could
always happen), ex: Roth IRA recharacterizations have gone away with the new
2018 tax laws. For more information and to learn more, please visit http://www.
mfadvisers.com, email marty@mfadvisers.com, or call (570) 760-6524.

6th Annual Spring Eggstravaganza held at the
Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
The Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Dallas held its
sixth annual Spring Eggstravaganza
on March 24. The event featured
family photo opportunities, holiday inspired crafts, and visits with
the Easter Bunny. In addition over
20 vendors were on hand selling a
variety of holiday items.
“It is a way for the Meadows
to give back to the community. We
have several areas set up for photos
for families and also for any children
who might be afraid of the Easter
Bunny,” said Camille Sicolo-Fioti,
Director of Resident and Community Services. “The auxiliary also
has a bake sale and all proceeds
from that helps to pay for parties,
outings, special events and all the
extras we provide for the residents
of the Meadows.”

From left, Maria, Emily, Teddy and Brian Brown pose in one of the
spring photo scenes at the Meadows annual Eggstravaganza.

Photo right: Gabriella McGrady,
right, gets a helping hand from
volunteer Susan Worth as she
decorates a holiday cookie.

Nathan Havrilla took the opportunity to visit with
the Easter Bunny at the free community event.

Bob and Joanne Hummel of Shavertown brought
their grandson Jason Wanko to the community
event.
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Volunteer Aleigha Ladamus, right, handed out supplies for butterfly
decorations at the Meadows Eggstravaganza. The Simmons family of
Dallas, from left, Bella, Michael, Catlin and Mary enjoyed the event.

Posing for a family photo, from left, are John, Savannah, Summer, and Melissa Remus of Dallas.
Photo right: This area family enjoyed a visit to
the Meadows spring event. From left are Tammy
Mininger, Hunter Kapitula, Colleen Kapitula and
Darwin Mininger.

Wrapping up a fun excursion to the Meadows
Eggstravaganza are Jonas, Colton and Ashley
Mininger.

Serving the
Community for
38 Years!
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Amore – Bridal Buzz

I am so grateful that
winter is (hopefully) behind
us. Although I love how
picturesque the winter is, I
prefer the scent and sounds
of spring.
Although I was open by
appointment or chance during the months of January
and February, I was busy
working behind the scenes
planning new and exciting changes for Amore
– Bridal Trinkets!! What are they you ask? We are
building an etsy store, and now offer video consultations.
I know that time is a precious commodity, especially for brides. From the moment that the ring is
put on her finger she has a lot of plans to make. Pick
a date, church, find a venue to hold the reception.
When that is done, the real fun begins, shopping for
the dress!!! Once that is accomplished, Bridal Trinkets is next on her list. Any and every accessory for
the bride can be found here. Veils, headpieces, jewelry, engraved gifts…
As I mentioned before, I am now offering video
consultation appointments. I am excited about this.
This is how it works. A bride would call my store at
570-675-3105 or email me at mary@bridaltrinkets.
com so we can set an appointment convenient for
the bride. At that time, I let the bride know what
information I need, such as the color and style of
the dress, the flower girl and bridesmaids colors and
styles. We then discuss what type of look she wants.
Does she like pearls, crystals or rhinestones? What
about styles? Delicate, larger, sparkles? By the time
we have the actual video appointment, (which should
take no more than 15 minutes), I will have made several styles of jewelry, headpieces, and veils that I can
show her. It is a free personal service that can easily
fit into any bride’s time schedule. Once a decision is
made, the bride comes in for a “jewelry fitting” and
leaves with her order. Planning a wedding should be
a positive and fun experience,
Amore, which is the trendy, funky and casual side
of the store is packed with new custom designed jewelry. The look shown in fashion magazines ranges
from large, colorful and bold to delicate and neutral
colors. We offer necklace and earring sets, bracelets
and earrings. I just finished designing brightly colored Swarovski crystal earrings with sterling silver
accents. They are very unique. The entire collection
is priced at only $5.00 a pair.
We have a tremendous selection of fashion
scarves in different sizes and patterns. They look expensive, but prices start at only $5.00. A scarf can
really change the look of any outfit. It also makes
a great gift! Stop in for a demonstration on tying a
scarf.
More exciting changes are coming. More information will be available next month. Until next time,
spread good cheer, kindness and smiles.
Ciao, Mary

Host Families Needed!
Share Your Heart, Home

The Dallas Rotary will be taking in an exchange
student through the Rotary Youth Exchange Program.
This student will be attending Dallas High School for the
2018-2019 school year. They are in need of three volunteer families to open up their homes for the exchange
student.
The exchange student will be in each home for about
three-and-a-half months but be in your hearts forever.
The student is hoping to become a part of your family
and be involved in daily life activities.
The student comes with his/her own spending money
and health insurance. Host families provide room and
board. It is a great experience for the entire family! A
host family can be single parents, retired couples, families with children, or no children. The host family needs
to live in the Dallas School District area.
Why Host? Fulfill the dream of an international student ~ Share your family traditions, values, and American customs ~ Expand your family’s horizons, connect
them to the world, and expose them to new cultures ~
Long-lasting memories ~ Learn about other countries,
cultures, languages, and much more without leaving
your home
For more information contact Melissa Saxon, (Dallas
Rotary Club Youth Exchange Officer), Phone Number:
(570) 852-9591 or Email: msaxonyeo@gmail.com.

Expires 4/30/18

Help Support our
Back Mountain Businesses.
Shop & do business Local.

Your dollars spent in locally-owned
businesses have three times the impact
on our local economy. Locally owned
businesses are the businesses we
count on for donations to our local
organizations and contribute dollars
to our local causes.
A marketplace made-up of many
small businesses ensures lower prices
over the long-term and local business
owners work hard to fulfill the
needs of the people within our
community everyday.

Read the Back Mountain Community News
FREE online at www.communitynewsonline.net
To advertise call Lisa at (570) 674-7772 or email:
communitynews123@comcast.net.
Serving the community for 13 years with
All Good News ... Where Community Matters!
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Kiwanis Club of Dallas recently Dallas Rotary Club, Rain or Shine, Wine and Dine Festival
donated money for students in
need of financial assistance

The Kiwanis Club of Dallas recently donated money for students who
were in need of financial assistance yet did not meet the threshold from
the federal guidelines for free/reduced lunch. Beverley Atherholt, Treasurer of the Kiwanis Club presents a check to Doug Klopp (Principal)
of the Lake-Lehman School District. Anyone interested in joining the
Kiwanis please contact Beverley Atherholt at (570) 675-7295.

The Dallas Rotary Club, in association with the Dallas Area Fall Fair, Inc., will sponsor its sixth annual special
wine and dine event for charity on Saturday, June 23 from 1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at the Luzerne County
Fairgrounds, Rt. 118, Dallas. The Wine & Dine Festival will feature tastings of the finest wines from the Back
Mountain and Endless Mountains areas and beyond. A variety of food and goods will also be available for
sale by area vendors and craftsmen, and there will be live musical entertainment all day long by Iron Cowboy,
Flaxy Morgan, Big Daddy Dex and The Dan Reynolds Duo. The Dallas Rotary Club is an all-volunteer, public
service organization and will hold this event to support their various charities and projects in our community.
Visit their web site at: www.DallasRotaryWineandDine.com or look for them on Face book for ticket information online or at local retailers. As part of their sixth annual celebration, they are once again hosting an
exclusive VIP tent. Check out the features and benefits on their web site. Space is limited and tickets will be
sold only online.
Some of the Wine and Dine Festival Committee members met recently to plan this much anticipated annual
event. Seated from left: Kim Reynolds, co-chair Todd Buckley, Kelvin Swanger, co-chair Colette Mahoney.
Standing: Brenda Pugh, Paul Saxon, Sandy Peoples. Other committee members not available for the photo:
Ken Chapple, Joann Prohaska, Becky Reinert, Jason Jolley, Ed Gray, Melissa Saxon, Art Peoples.

FREE Wi-Fi
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Dallas High School Second Marking Period Honor Roll

Mr. Jason H. Rushmer, Dallas High School Principal, announces the second quarter honor roll.
The honor roll is determined by the following: Honors with Distinction: 98-100, no C’s, D’s, or F’s.
First Honors: 93-97, no D’s or F’s. Second Honors: 88-92, no D’s or F’s.
Honors with Distinction Seniors: Sara Abdo, Audrey Aristeo, Madalyn Arthur, Rebecca Balara, Cassidy Buda, Jeffery Buscher, Jr., Caroline Conrad,
Issa Dahdal, Christopher Dautrich, Morgan Edwards Lewis, Albert Finarelli, Andrew Francis, Olivia Kimmerle, Angel Klemunes, Andrew Kovalick,
Mikail Krochta, Kane Kutz, John Macey, Matthew Metzloff, Zachery Minarik, Benjamin O’Connell, Emma Oley, Matthew Pehala, Caitlyn Pike, Mikayla
Reynolds, Rayna Roberts, Rachel Rollman, Peyton Ross, Dylan Shaver, Samantha Sorokin, Daniel Stolte, Kaitlyn Strumski, Bryce VanDeutsch, Hannah
Vitale, Kyle Zern, Abigail Zolner
Juniors: Emily Bogdon, Shelby Carr, Amanda Danishanko, Haley Fennell, Justin Finarelli, Emily Fleming, Ivy Fox, Andrew Hirko, Christina Hoidra, Lindsey Jorda, Alexander Kapral, Erin
Kelly, Samantha Kern, Johanna Kiska, Christian Motley, Steven Newell, Brian Novicki, Zachary Palfey, Raymond Perez, William Petherick, Michael Quinnan, Renee Rinehimer, Matthew Roberts, Mitchell Rome, Christina Schuler, Jaelyn Shaver, Bailey Slacktish, Sydney Strickland, Caleb Sweitzer, Brandi Yale, Grace Young, Kelly Young, Ethan Zawatski, Eugene Ziemba
Sophomores: Joshua Balara, Madison Baloga, Gwyn Cruz, Alison Francis, Olivia Habib, Abigail Hastings, Matthew Hirko, Alexander Jennings, Anna Jorda, Makenna Kaminski, Everett
Klusmeyer, Nina Malkemes, Lucas McGeehan, Andrew Molitoris, Sam Nocito, Kristen O’Malley, Tyler Osipower, Shreena Patel, Olivia Roback, Gabrielle Sabatini, Matthew Scherer, Joellen
Spencer, Sarah Stallard, Shane Szczecinski, Trent Szczecinski, Hannah Wolfe, Colin Zeiss, Jeremy Zolner
Freshmen: Noah Abdulqawi, Sabrina Barlow, Samuel Barral, Amelia Bendick, Maura Berecin, Phoebe Boespflug, Ava Bonita, Claire Charlton, Emily Crahall, Wade Curtis, Brady Dautrich,
Vidhan Dhol, Drew Dickson, Daniel Flynn, Nikolus Gashi, Andrew Gryskevicz, Logan Hayes, Kaci Hockenberry, Olivia Karcutskie, Julia Kocher, Gabriela Krochta, Sam Leandri, Alex Lian,
Janice Lisman, Andrew Lojewski, Zachary Luksic, Julia Macey, Meagan Manzella, Zachary McEntee, Karly Milazzo, Logan Moore, Kareem Morsy, Hanna Oldt, Lauren Palfey, Thomas Pierce,
Mia Reinert, Harley Sabol, Ethan Shilanski, Alexandra Strobel, Paige Tamagnini, Sydney Tellis, Morgan Vincelli, Carla Weiss, Riley Wren
First Honors Seniors: Scott Alexander, Erin Amos, Samantha Banks, Kayla Bidding, Michael Biesecker, Lucas Birdsall, James Bittner, Christina Blankensop, Zachary Bloom, Michael Caravaggio, Adrhianna Centrella, Alexander Charlton, Annalise Cheshire, Megan Daily, George Davies, Cassidy Deleur, Joshua Ferris, Sydney Fulton, Rylee Gavlick, Kimberly Gruver, Joshua
Holdredge, Hollie Holthaus, Morgan Jenkins, Hanna Johnson, Olivia Johnson, Joshua Kalna, Kara Kochanski, Nicholas Kocher, Kaitlyn Kozick, Alicia Langan, Alexis Lanunziata, Gianna Leo,
Claudia Leu, Megan Lyons, Ty Madden, Matthew Mathers, Evan McClain, Autumn McCrum, Jordyn Miller, Rylee Muldoon, Ryan Nelligan, Ezequiel Nicholson, Margaret Oldeack, Joseph Parsons, Drew Patton, Alexander Perry, Gabriela Ramirez, Melinda Ratchford, Kyle Ripa, Nicole Russell, Michael Sebolka, Christopher Sedeski, Olivia Shenefield, Heather Shively, Asher Smart,
Brody Strickland, Adam Sutton, Rayna Swida, Jake Weiland, Erika Wintersteen, Richard Wooditch, Jr., Josh Wyandt, Katherine Yablonsky, Kyle Yagloski
Juniors: Joseph Aliciene, III, Angelena Allen, John Betzko, Audrey Blessner, Colin Bowanko, Brianna Brennan, Gianna Centrella, Elizabeth Chamberlain, Faith Christman, Sean Cuba, Abigail
Curtis, Lauren Delamater, Noah Delevan, Ava Dettore, Mia Dixon, Hannah Doran, Haydon Edwards-Lewis, Matthew Ferrara, Jennifer Friedenthal, Amanda Good, Dylan Hakim, Zachary Hill,
Elizabeth Hulbert, Nicole Jacobs, Grace Jarden, Brenden Jesse, Nicholas Kachur, Jacqueline Kalinosky, Makenzie Kapitula, Julia Krawetz, Sydney Kraynack, Alexis Lanza, Beaudyn Lewis,
Michael Luksic, Kathleen Lydon, Dillon Major,
Dante Marianacci, Kyle McAndrew, Adison McClain, Danielle McDougal, Elisabeth Mead, Andrew Menig, Ethan Mooney, Courtney Moss, Gianna Musto, Gabrielle Olenginski, Alexandra Oster, Nathan Ostroski, Keely Patton, Brandon Porasky, Rachel Ricker, Ryan Schmid, Chloe Scott, Jacob Smith, Hailey Sobocinski, Gianna Spaciano, Joshua Specht, Zachary Strazdus, Gabrielle
Sweeney, Madelyn Swire, Laura Timinski, Andrew Trumm, Vincent Vespico, IV, Alicia Vincelli, Carter Weaver, Eric Weiss, Eric Williams, Hannah Yanovich
Sophomores: Shannon Barrett, August Bednar, Rebekah Boback, Chloe Boespflug, Megan Borton, Karisa Brunges, Liliana Carredo, Lauren Charlton, Jacob Connolly, Noah Cooper, Olivia
Delevan, Alexandre DeRome, Gracie Dombroski, Ethan Dyrli, Logan Evanosky, Isabella Farina, Emily Finnegan, Maria Fioti, Cassidy Ford, Derek Gordon, Haley Habrack, Terrence Herron,
Lyndsey Hornlein, Sydney Hornlein, Carley Kavanagh, Halle Kern, Rachel Klinges, Sarah Krokos, Moran Landau, Christopher Langan, Robert Lauer, Jennifer Leonard, Melissa Leonard,
Christiana Leu, David Lipinski, Morgan MacNeely, Samantha Matushek, Jared McGuire, Alexandra McNee, Jensen Meade, Shannon O’Donnell, Jacob Onda, Madison Pertl, Calvin Polachek,
Madison Porasky, David Rinehimer, Dominick Rizzo, Abigail Rosso, Anna Samanas, Emma Sarley, Dean Shaver, Madison Sinoracki, Michael Starbuck, Logan Steele, Abigail Sutzko, Emma
Sweitzer, John Toussaint, Kaitlyn VanEtten, Jack Zeyher
Freshmen: Siwar Abdo, Brendon Austin, Gabrielle Avila, Amanda Bedony, Abigail Blockus, Katie Bogdon, Chloe Burke, Madison Charlsson, Claudia Carver, Alondra Church, Morgan Cochran, Ryan Collins, Aidan Conrad, Mia Fenske, Benjamin Fife, Austin Foor, Hope Frantz, Aubrey Halbach, Isabella Hill, Alyssa Hopple, Kayla Hopple, Jillian Kapitula, Anthony King, Allyson
Kugler, Samantha Lancaster, Samantha Leon, Grace Letwinsky, Cooper Lewis, Colin Marshall, Thaddeus Mead, Julia Montgomery, Jordyn Muckey, Julia Nicholson, Tegan Ostroski, Rachael
Panzer, Madyson Pendolphi, Abigail Perrego, Joshua
Peters, Julia Phillips, Evan Plank, Shelby Pocono, Garrett Porasky, Jacob Psolka, Amanda Puza, Celia Reabuck, Robert Redmond, III, Dylan Roberts, Michael Ropietski, Chase Ross, Brayden
Saracino, Jules Schooley-Bartorillo, Paul Shoemaker, Taylor Sitkowski, Austin Sowga, Alexis Spudis, Madalyn Strutko, Emma Thomas, Sidney Thomas, Eric Timlin, John Tosi, IV, Emily
Weiland
Second Honors Seniors: Lauren Alves, Victoria Barral, Nora Brown, MaKenna Bryant, David Chopyak, Sarah Congdon, Drake Dettore, Joseph Deyo, III, Anthony Dixon, Max Dzugan, III,
Sarah Finney, Joseph Fioti, Hannah Gildea, Robert Greco, Kyle Gurzynski, Zachary Kalna, Skyler Kollar, Samuel Kravitsky, Kimberly Manganella, Olivia Rinaldi, Dalton Simpson, James
Sobieski, Ryan Spears, Joshua Strausser, Logan Tompkins, Michael Vesek, IV, Jennifer Yencha
Juniors: Michael Anderson, Jacob Calkins, Blake Chopyak, Nicole Conrad, Logan Cote, Victoria Dent, Brian Kmetz, Julianna Koerwer, Megan McGovern, Colin Murray, Joseph Nardone,
Jacob Novitski, Sophia Ormando, Daniella Pace, Alyssa Podskoch, Makayla Potsko, Blaine Rex, Ethan Scioscia, Alexander Solano, Ondrea Taffera, Darren Wyffels, Savannah Zimmerman
Sophomores: Kaylee Albrecht, Kevin Allen, Katryna Ansilio, Ian Atkinson, Francesca Augustine, Emma Berger, Zachary Blockus, Sarah Cominsky, Luke DelGaudio, Madison Dixon, Jack
Farrell, Jacob Fenske, Zachary Holthaus, Mia Karcutskie, Madison Kaufer, Mackenzie Langan, Federico Lombardo, Michael Lukasavage, Alexey Metz, Daniel Meuser, Tyler Meyer, Samantha
Michael, Jacy Muldoon, Brett Ostroski, Heather Samsel, Kayla Segear, Jake Shaver, Jacob Thomas, Kaylee Yagloski
Freshmen: Thomas Baseski, Sydney Brady, Matthew Cheskiewicz, Daniel Cochran, David Cooper, Kiah Donnelly, Daniel Dudick, Dennis Dukinas, Hannah Finney, Sarah Gurzynski, Allison
Jones, Carly Kappler, Matthew Lukasavage, John Luke, Ashley Mosca, Joshua Noone, Jacob Petherick, Kaylie Rollman, Nathan Savignano, Elizabeth Sheeder, Carissa Speck, John Stout, and
Tyler Ward.
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Mr. Douglas Klopp - Principal of the Lake-Lehman JSHS has released the
2nd Marking Period Honor Roll for the 2017/2018 school year.

7th Grade High Honor Roll: Sam Alba, Vivienne Aloi, Giana Antonello, Corey Bean, Abigail Beyer, Marissa Brdaric, Rylie Bucknavage, Mia
Contardi, Phoebe Cronin, Peyton David, Kara Domzalski, Lauren Domzalski, Jacob Doran, Olivia Dowling, Mackenzie Dwyer, Jennifer Eddy,
Holly Egbert, Caleb Elderkin, Aidan Gaus, Brynn Giordano, Ava Gubbiotti, Kaelyn Hinkley, Nicholas Hockenbury, Ava Hudak, Travis Jones,
Sarah Jubis, Cole Kaiser, Stephen Kapsick, Kieran Karlowicz, Hailey Kline, Karl Kopczynski, Braden Law, Giovanna Limongelli, Amanda
McGurk, Ella Mulligan, Damian Napierkowski, Braelyn Neville, Hunter Orlofski, Autumn Palka, Gavin Paraschak, Faye Post, Angela Prest,
Kalee Raczkowski, Madison Raspen, Landon Schuckers, Evelyn Seifert-Blache, Joseph Shiskowski, Aleah Shonis, Charles Sleyo III, Ava Smith,
Amanda Thompson, Julia Trumbower, Bo Voelker, Andrew Warzynski, Darrell Yale
7th Grade Honor Roll: Gabrielle Aumick, Michael Battin, Scott Brennan Jr., Andrew Bucholtz, Owen Burchell, Ahmad Dabsheh, Sara DeRosa,
Jake Eury, Graedon Finarelli, Rachel Galasso, Eric Hanley, Justin Hastings, Chad Honeywell, William Jesso, Meagan Judge, Margaret Kolanda,
Kylee Kosek, Emily Leahy, Alexander Lindbuchler, Nicholas Major, Jared McLaughlin, Margaret McLaughlin, Haylie Meader, Jessie Meehan,
Allyson Moyer, Cole Oberst, Miranda Olexy, Jacob Olson, Dana Post, Jennifer Rayfield, Brandon Ritinski, Owen Roxby, Parker Rynkiewicz,
Hannah Sayre, Emma Simon, Nicholas Sopko Jr., Emerson Sorber, Luke Stone, Kyleigh Stritzinger, Sierra Vogan, Cameron Williams, Colin Wood
8th Grade High Honor Roll:
Zachary Aben, Philip Blaski, Maya Buckman, McKenna Budzak, Evan Cercone, Aidan Chapple, Sarah Coley, Joselyn Contardi, Sophia Dabsheh, Claire Dougherty, Caroline
Duffy, Cameron Fleeger, Michael Ford, Victoria Gabel, Avery Giordano, Skyler Hadsall, Jacob Herceg, Megan Hogan, Evan Hoover, Hannah Hosey, John Kaplanski, Alexa
Karlowicz, Seth Karnes, Katja Kolanda, Brittany Lanning, Ethan Leone, George Manzoni, Brooke Martin, James Matysik, William McCarroll, Cassidy McDonald, Cole Morio,
Brady Newman, Matthew Nice, Grace O’Donnell, Maddison Park, Chase Purdy, Lilian Raczkowski, Trista Schechterly, Melanie Selner, Sarayah Smith, Mia Sult, Ty Woodrosky,
Tessa Zimmerman
8th Grade Honor Roll: Mason Bagheri, Noah Budzak, Barbara Comerosky, Santino Diana, Morgan Eiswerth, Jacob Falls, Brooke Faux, Ty Federici, Jarrett Fedorczyk, Nicholas
Finarelli, Hayden Fisher, Isabella Fitzgerald, Kathryn Healey, Dustin Heinrich, Catherine Hossage, Carl Hoyt, Lily Johns, Carolyn Kaminski, Mason Konigus, Madison Lasinski,
Nicole Leo, Jennifer Martin, Joseph Maseychik Jr., Dea Middleton, Alicia Nikbakht, Taylor Poelma, Hailey Rambus, Krista Scoblick, Mason Shell, Kaylie Skovira, Brayden
Spencer, Emily Spencer, Nathan Stanski, Jacob Stash, Abbey Stokes, R Sult, Jillian Ulozas, Adam Walp, Casey Weaver, Olivia Williams, Emily Wright, Kelley Zimmerman
9th Grade Principal’s Honor Roll: Elizabeth Blaski, Rylee Critchosin, Paige David, Justin Doran, Riley Egan, Anya Gramlich, Sean Hanley, Kortney Harry, Walker Kmetz,
Katelyn Krzysik, Samuel Lukasavage, Erin McLaughlin, Annika Meeker, Blaise Napierkowski, Grace Naugle, Emily Novak, Maggie Paciga, Maxwell Paczewski, Liam Pembleton, Gabrielle Shonis, Jessica Spencer
9th Grade High Honor Roll: Lillian Aloi, Rhiannon Borchert, Faith Butler, Richard Cronin, Matthew Good, Mark Hutsko, Erica Jones, Halle Jones, Hayden Klopp, Kaleigh Koss,
Rebecca Meehan, Natasha Mihalko, Connor Morgan, Ava Radel, Luke Spencer, Madelyn Stuart, Zachary Stuart, Samantha Sutton, Jasmine Talbot, Corrine Tronsue, Claudia
Wallace, Elena Walters, Amanda Winter
9th Grade Honor Roll: Ethan Adams, Emily Blaine, Kylee Blazick, Melissa Boyer, Faith Bradley, Madison Brdaric, Bryce Burgit, Chase Cole, Damian Concklin, Jacqueline
Davenport, Patrick Depiero, Ryan Eiden, Mikayla Goldsmith, Morgan Headman, Michael Ide, Nathanael Jubis, Katie Kaplanski, Colby Kennedy, Amber Kocher, Mikayla
Krakosky, Gianna Kurtz, William Labar, Rocco Limongelli, Michael Longstreth, Deven Marchakitus, Elyse Martin, Hannah Matysik, Ashley Mieczkowski, David O’Connell,
Kalani Price, Lyndsey Sayre, Timothy Schechterly Jr., Christian Seprish, Rachel Shook, Micheal Smith, Aubrey Solack, Emma Stroud, Jakob Trumbower, Jhon Masao Valle,
Joel Wilson, Marshall Woodrosky, Rayven Work
10th Grade Principal’s Honor Roll: Samantha Aben, Alana Antonello, Ayden Carey, Lauren Chapple, Madison Chulick, Christian Diana, Hayley Evans, Eva Fine, Kayla Gliddon, Brianna Hodle, Robert Lugiano III, Morgan Masters, Nathan May, Eryn McMonagle, Paige Motovidlak, Kylie Nevel, Abigail Paczewski, Sarah Salus, Autumn Savitski,
William Shaver, Emily Smith, Angeleah Sopko, Amy Supey, Shelby Traver, Maclyn Vasey, Joseph Walser, Chloe Weaver, Lily Wood
10th Grade High Honor Roll: Madeline Aloi, Olivia Anderson, Grayson Bruno, Fionuala Daly, Lauren Deremer, Sarah Derhammer, Paige Edwards, Jason Eiden, Emma Hoats,
Nathan Hoover, Abigail Hopkins, Logan Hoyt, Susan Kemmerer, Jaedyn Kolb, Katelyn Konopinski, Matthew Kubasti, Andrew Martin, Bryan Morio, Nicholas Mrochko, Madeline Newman, Morgan Patla, Sophia Poslock, Nathan Salus, Kyle Sincavage, Ceaira Smith, Sierra Spencer, Jennifer Swartz, Josiah Thomas, Makenzi Walsh
10th Grade Honor Roll: Seanna Ashton, Emily Bacon, Lucia Bassett, Andrew Battin, Faith Beere, Jessica Benyo, Michael Company, Kaci Coole, Allyson Denmon, Christopher
Farrell, Giovanni Ferrari, Emma Fielding, Matthew Galasso, Klaudia Gocek, Zachary Gray, Ethan Grzymski, Diane Harris, Zachary Healey, Amber Hoyt, Justin James, Alyssa
Kapsick, Wyatt Lopasky, Cherokee May, Hailey Nogic, Joshua Rager, Michael Recinos, Scott Robbins II, Mattie Round, Sean Sabaluski, Lily Schechterly, Emma Simmonette,
Kayley Smith, Christopher Traver II, Daniel White, Gabriel Zielinski
11th Grade Principal’s Honor Roll: Macenzi Barker, Abigail Bartuska, Emily Burgit, Stephanie Chaga, Casey Dale, Nicholas Fegely, Gabrielle Fitzgerald, Dillon Ide, Andrew
Jubis, Evan Judge, Hannah Kasko, Hunter Kline, Hannah Lukasavage, Jesse Lutz, Morgan Marchakitus, Amanda May, Tyler McGuire, Samantha Mihalko, Joshua Orehotsky,
Caylin Patla, Lauryn Pembleton, Jacob Prest, Casey Shager, Eva Sicurella, Sarah Stanski, Donald Thompson
11th Grade High Honor Roll: Julia Bucholtz, Joelle Burke, Christopher Cercone, Paige Covert, Morgan Critchosin, Jessica Evans, James Herceg III, Julianna McMahon, Mikaela Meeker, Savannah Purdy, Alyssya Raczkowski, Julia Sabol, Jessica Salus, Trinity Skovira, Elmer Souder, Jacob Stokes, Justin Timonte, Abigail Winter
11th Grade Honor Roll: Bailey Aumick, Stephanie Ayers, Aryan Blazick, Madison Borum, Madison Budzak, Mason Cross, Ibrahim Dabsheh, Alexa Edwards, Paige Eiswerth,
Mackenzie Fleeger, Nicholas Henninger, Brandon Hoyt, Mariam Iukuridze, Jordyn Jones, Katrishka Kipp, Walter Knorr III, Frank Kutz, Derrick Lanning, Terrance Meehan,
Alexis Mitchell, Gabrial Mitchell, Mikella Monaco, Kyle Naugle, Chloe-lyn Osborne, Rachel Price, Jonathan Raspen, Keiona Roberts, Jodie Salansky, Corinna Scoblick, Matthew
Sczyrek, Emily Shirey, Cierra Snyder, Alexandrea Steltz, Joshua Tranell, Carly Trapani, Sarah Traver, Nicholas Vodzak, Angelina White
12th Grade Principal’s Honor Roll: Edward Brighthaupt, Vincent Bulzoni, Krystin Chaga, Tristen Cotter, Jade Fry, Gabrielle Grzymski, Courtney Henninger, Mikayla Kidd,
Cassandra Konopki, Ethan Krzysik, Angela Lockavich, Jason Marcin, David Miller, Michael Nastasiak, Hannah Patton, Jessica Ravert, Molly Seashock, Henry Selingo, David
Sorber, Celeste Spak, Samantha Spencer, Jack Symeon, Olivia Vasey, Gianna Williams, Kyrah Yurko
12th Grade High Honor Roll: Kaelyn Adams, Aleah Ashton, Lacey Carey, Jessica Estabrook, Kathryn Galasso, Madison Klopp, Nathan Labar, Madelyn Lewis, Riley Newman,
Emily Paciga, Kiana Price, Courtney Richards, Nicole Wojciechowski, Tara Yezefski
12th Grade Honor Roll: Makayla Adams, Christopher Ash, Nicole Barto, Connor Beyer, Kelsey Butco, Grace Butler, Mackenzie Butler, Sahara Carr, Allison Celmer, Alexandra
Concklin, Kathleen DaSilva, Alicia Galasso, Jace Garnick, Alexander Geist, Taylor Grey, Joshua Hinkley, Hunter Hopkins, Miranda Hutchins, Kaleb Konigus, Austin Lamoreaux,
Mackenzie Love, Jessica Martin, Destiny McHenry, Liam O’Brien, Nathan O’Donnell, Kaitlyn Premus, Morgan Rogers, Caitlin Romanofski, Tyler Savitski, Cole Schuler, Jodie
Shultz, Madison Siley, Jacob Sutliff, Skylar Sutton, Laurel Traver, Chloe VanGorder, Morgan Weaver, Jacob Wesley, and Dale White Jr.
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Boback Announces Outreach Hours Rummage sale dates set at Trinity Presbyterian Church
Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today announced her outreach events and satellite hours for April. Representatives
from several different organizations will offer assistance at her district
offices throughout the month. Please note these events are weather permitting.
“My staff and I are here to help with state-related issues,” said Boback.
“I offer these monthly hours to ensure residents of the 117th District can
access many of the great opportunities for veterans assistance, help with
federal issues, information about starting a small business, and more.”
A member of Boback’s staff will be available at the following locations: Tuesday, April 3, at the Mehoopany Township Municipal Building, located at 237 Schoolhouse Road, Mehoopany, from 8-10 a.m., and
then at the Meshoppen Borough Building, located at the intersection of
Canal Street and Route 267 in Meshoppen from 11a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday, April 4, at the Dalton Borough Building, located at 105
West Main St., Dalton, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Tuesday, April 10, at the Hunlock Township Building, located at 33
Village Drive, Hunlock Creek, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Thursday, April 12, at the Factoryville Borough Building, located at
161 College Ave., in Factoryville, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Tuesday, April 17, at the Benton Township Community Center, located at 16043 Route 407 in Fleetville, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Wednesday, April 18, at the Falls Senior Center, located at 2813
Sullivan’s Trail in Falls, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 24, at the Laceyville Borough Building, located at 342
Church St., Laceyville, from 3-5 p.m.
On Wednesday, April 4, the American Legion will hold office hours
at the Tunkhannock district office, located at 133 West Tioga St., Suite 4,
in Tunkhannock from 10:30 a.m. to noon. A claims consultant from the
American Legion will provide the assistance. Area veterans may seek
assistance and information pertaining to specific benefits and programs.
Additional meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of every month.
The Mobile Vet Center will be in the Ace Hardware-Brady and
Cavany Store parking lot in Eaton Township on Monday, April 9, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Some of the services available for veterans and their
dependents include individual, group, family and bereavement counseling; medical referrals; assistance in applying for Veterans Affairs benefits;
employment counseling; guidance and referrals; and alcohol and drug assessments.
A caseworker for U.S. Congressman Lou Barletta (R-Hazleton) will
be at the Tunkhannock district office on Monday, April 16, from 10 a.m.
to noon. Assistance will be available for constituents who are having
problems with federal agencies and programs, and constituents are encouraged to bring documents they have received from federal agencies
related to their issues.
Veterans outreach hours will be offered on Tuesday, April 17, at the
Dallas district office from 10a.m. to 2 p.m. A claims consultant from the
Wilkes-Barre Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) will be on hand to address questions and concerns of local veterans and their families. Also
on Tuesday, April 17, a representative from the Center for Independent
Living will be available for appointments at the Tunkhannock district office. Please call the Tunkhannock office at 570-836-4777 to make an appointment.
A representative from the University of Scranton Small Business Development Center will be at the Tunkhannock district office on Tuesday,
April 24, from 10 a.m. to noon. The University of Scranton Small Business Development Center provides educational programs and no-cost,
confidential consulting services to entrepreneurs looking to start or grow
a small business. For more legislative information, visit Boback’s website
at RepBoback.com.
Read the Community News online FREE OF CHARGE:
www.communitynewsonline.net

The Deacons have
set June 1 and 2 for
their annual gigantic
two day rummage sale
in the Fellowship Hall
at the rear of Trinity
Presbyterian Church,
Dallas.
The sale will take
place from 9 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. on Friday,
June 1, and from 9 a.m.
to noon on Saturday,
June 2. Saturday will
be bag day: all you can
stuff into a large brown
grocery bag for only
$2. Items available for sale are: clothing in good condition for men, women and children, jewelry, household
items, smaller pieces of furniture, knickknacks, collectibles, toys, books, holiday items and much more. Trinity is
located at 105 Irem Road, Dallas, across Rt. 309 from the Country Club Shopping Center. All proceeds benefit the
programs of the church and several community outreach projects.
Shown above in photo: The Board of Deacons at Trinity recently held a planning meeting to work out the final
details for the rummage sale. First row from left: Nancy Williams, Kate Pitkat, Nancy Thomas, Janie Miller, Cindy
Williams, President Karen Perzia. Second row: Rev. Jennifer Baer, C. Don Kocher, Michael Williams, Mark Chappell, Richard Burkhardt, Tom Pickett, Sandy Peoples. Deacon not in attendance: Erin Yurko.
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Pace Physical Therapy is celebrating 30 years in business in the Back Mountain

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

Pace Physical Therapy is celebrating 30 years in business in
the Back Mountain. The affable
Jeffrey G. Pace, L.P.T., A.T., C., is
well known in this area for his years
coaching almost all of the sports for
boys and girls at some level and at
some time over those 30 years.
His association with the Back
Mountain began in 1975 when, as
a student teacher at Dallas High
school, he was also the student athletic trainer with Jack Jones. In 1976
he graduated cum laude from then
East Stroudsburg State College,
now University, with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Health and Physical Education with an emphasis in
the athletic training curriculum. He
then earned a Master’s degree in
Physical Education with a concentration in Sports Medicine from the
University of North Carolina graduating number one in his class.
Not quite satisfied with a career
in physical education, he went back
to school to the Medical College of
Georgia, one of only five schools in
the country at that time offering a
degree in Physical Therapy.

“I found that I wanted to care for
people of any age and to be able to
help them,” said Jeff. “If I wanted
to just do exercise, I would have
stayed in education but I wanted to
do more.”
Over the years, Jeff has been
able to do that in many ways. His
philosophy with his patients is to
help them to understand that recovery takes time. Sometimes rushing
the process causes a longer healing
time. “It is more about educating
my patients. I get them to realize
that it may take time but I show them
what they can do to help themselves
in their recovery,” said Jeff. “I want
them to know when to rest. I explain
how to do proper home exercise and
to perform proper body mechanics.
I really know the value of educating
the patient.”
Jeff and his wife Joyce have
lived in the Back Mountain since
1985. They raised their two children here. Jeffrey is an orthodontist
and Stephanie is a mental health
counselor. Many of their contemporaries know their father because
he coached youth baseball, softball,
basketball, soccer, wrestling and
even field hockey teams over the
years. He coached Lake-Lehman’s
high school wrestling team for 14

years including a state championship team. He was named to the
Lake-Lehman Wrestling Club
Hall of Fame in 2001 for his
outstanding contribution to the
program. Jeff was also the first
certified Athletic Trainer in the
Wyoming Valley. There is a lot
more to being an Athletic Trainer
than the title might imply.
“A certified Athletic Trainer
is a medical professional with a
sports team who is responsible
for the care and prevention of injuries. It requires either a bachelor
or master’s degree and extensive
training,” said Pace. “You have to
pass a national certification exam
to become certified. It is more involved than just knowing how to Physical Therapist Jeffrey Pace is pictured in his office located on the Meexercise.”
morial Highway in Dallas.
Jeff’s early career in physical therapy in this area began in equipment in his treatment of pain Pace performs patient-specific mas1983 when he became the chief and his goal of rehabilitation. sage therapy.
“I use specialized modalities that
Physical Therapist for the Nesbitt Diathermy provides deep heat to inHospital satellite office on Route crease circulation and healing. Ion- promote pain relief and a speedy re118. He opened his own practice at tophoresis decreases inflammation covery,” said Jeff. “My goals are to
2285 Memorial Highway in Dallas and he uses electrical stimulation provide pain relief and to allow the
in 1985 and he has been there ever machines to help relax muscles and patient to return to their previous
improve healing. Jeff also uses ul- active life style. I also help athletes
since.
Patients in his practice enjoy the trasound as another method of heat achieve a safe and speedy recovery
private rooms and personal care that therapy to increase circulation, de- to return to their sport.”
Pace Physical Therapy accepts
Jeff provides. He incorporates a crease scar tissue and to increase
variety of appropriate medical flexibility of motion. In addition, most insurances. It offers day and
evening hours by appointment. Jeff
makes it a point to see a patient
within 24 to 48 hours of a call to
his office. He can also make special
arrangements for house calls and to
see patients who have no insurance
or have exceeded their insurance
coverage.
“My rates are very reasonable,”
said Jeff, a member of the George
M. Dallas Masonic Lodge and the
Irem Shrine Shepherds Unit. “People need to know that they have a
choice when it comes to physicaltherapy in this area.” You do not
have to go to the larger, gym style,
athlete-centered rehab facilities. You
just may be more comfortable with
the private, personal care offered at
Pace Physical Therapy.
For more information or to
schedule an appointment, call Jeff
Pace at 570-675-8151. “Half of
what I do is to make patients comfortable. They walk in, in discomfort and leave here with a smile,”
said Jeff. “It really means a lot to
me. It really does.”
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Circus continued from cover.
The students performed two
shows. The morning program was
for the entire student body. Parents
and grandparents enjoyed the afternoon performance. The students
sang and performed numbers such
as “Let’s Have a Circus,” “Lift the
Canvas,” “Five Little Monkeys,”
and “Here Come the Clowns”.

Photo right: Wycallis Elementary
third graders all dressed up for
the circus, from left, are: Madelyn Gonzales, Austin Harris,
Alyssa Aguilar, Kinsey Kizis and
Caitlyn Mizzer.

All set to perform, from left, are Andrew Lisman, Julian Wallace, Bobby Gallagher, Kayden Kopiak, Jameson Harris, and Marissa Greco.

Listening to some last minute encouragement from Principal Brian Bradshaw, from left, are David Worth, Brady Pictured before the show in Mrs. Crispell’s room, from left
Hayden Grantville performed as a snake charmer at the
Ecenrode, Lexi Berecin and Anna Christian.
are Josh Phillips, Sophia Roman and Gracie Coyne.
circus.

Pictured are students in Mrs. Manahan’s class dressed as acrobats, tigers, clowns and ring- All smiles before the circus, from left, are Gabby Iorio, Erin Duffy, Abby Worth, Luke
Tellis, Ely Daney and Shiloh Cote.
masters.
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Above members of Mrs. Keating’s third grade at Wycallis are all ready for the show. From left are: Mackenzie Reese, Jack Berti, Braden O’Brien, Tyler Spiciano, Jack Daly and Ameera Abuelhawa.

Fiber and Clay Art on display at the
Back Mountain Memorial Library

These Wycallis third grade teachers were all dressed up for Circus Day.
From left are Maria Bustin, Debbie Manahan and Ashley Keating.

St. Paul’s announces Roast Beef Supper

The Lutheran Brotherhood of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 474 Yalick Rd.
Dallas off Rt 118 near the 415 intersection is holding its first Roast Beef
Supper of the year Saturday, April 21st. Served family style, the supper includes succulent roast beef, mashed potatoes and home made gravy, green
beans, glazed carrots, fresh rolls and home made deserts.
Adults $11, children under 12 $5. Dinner seating from 4:00 pm to 6:30
pm. Takeouts begin at 3:30. Tickets are available at the door.

Harveys Lake American Legion
donates to the Back Mountain
Food Pantry

A fiber and clay art exhibit entitled Painted in Smoke by artist Eva Polizzi will be on display at the Back
Mountain Memorial Library throughout the month of April. Eva was born and raised in Budapest, Hungary before moving to the United States in 2001. She lived in NYC and State College before settling down in
Clarks Summit. She is mostly self-taught in her fiber art and began creating when she was a little girl. Clay,
however, entered her life just a few years ago. Polizzi explains that she has always been a maker but had no
formal training in art. She came to a crossroads in her life where she decided to pursue a degree in sculpture
which turned into working on an MFA in clay with a focus on fibers. In addition to using fibers and clay, Eva
incorporates cloth and embroidery in her work and states that in the past few years, working with needle
and thread has become an essential part of her life. She stitches and weaves almost every day and credits
Louise Bourgeois as one of her biggest inspirations. Polizzi states that when she feels broken and torn, stitching helps repair her. For her exhibit, Polizzi was drawn to surface treatments that resemble old, torn, fraying
and darned textile bits. Her work is informed by Japanese textile techniques like Sashiko embroidery and
the notion of Boro, which can be defined as heavily patched domestic textiles. Eva makes small batches of
functional pieces to sell at the Waverly General Store and also participates in local craft shows. An upcoming show at Peter’s Valley School of Arts and Crafts in NJ will be held April 14-May 20. Polizzi currently
teaches fiber classes at Marywood University and is always looking for opportunities to teach workshops in
stitching, weaving and indigo arts locally. She does offer commissioned pieces and you can find more of her
work through her website www.evapolizzistudio.com. Anyone with questions can feel free to reach Eva at
evapolizzi@gmail.com. All are welcome to view her unique clay and fiber creations on the Art Wall at the
Back Mountain Memorial Library throughout the month of April.

Recently the Harveys Lake American Legion Post 967 made a monetary donation to the Back Mountain Food Pantry. Pictured above are:
Bernie Castillo - Post Finance Officer and Carol Eyet - Pantry Manager.
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Shavertown United Methodist Church, Spring Concert
The Fine Arts Concert
Series of Shavertown United Methodist Church will
present their spring concert,
“Celebrating Our Faith In
Song” on Sunday, April
22nd, at 7:00 PM.
Featured will be vocal
and bell choirs from SUMC,
along with The Anthracite
Brass and congregational
singing of favorite hymns
with organ and choirs. A
free will offering will be
taken and an ice cream social reception will follow the
concert.
The church is located
at 163 N. Pioneer Avenue
in Shavertown. For more
information, call (570) 6753616.

Dallas Rotary celebrates 91 years of “Service Above Self”

On March 15, Dallas Rotary members and friends gathered at the Appletree Terrace in Dallas to celebrate
the club’s 91st anniversary of the signing of their charter on March 19, 1927. Among those in attendance
were: (from left) Assistant Governor John John, Dallas Rotarian and Guest Speaker Harrison Wick, Dallas
Rotarian and State Representative Karen Boback, Dallas President Kim Reynolds, Past District Governor
and Dallas Club Member Art Peoples, and Past District Governor Paul Muczynski. Historian and archivist
Harrison Wick presented a slide presentation depicting Dallas in the 1920’s.
The Dallas Rotary Club is part of Rotary International, the world’s first all-volunteer service organization
founded in 1905 with more than 1.2 million members in more than 35,000 clubs in more than 200 countries
around the world. The local members support our community and make it a better place to live.
Some of the signature projects founded by and/or participated in by the Dallas Rotary Club throughout
the years include the founding of the Luzerne County Fair, the establishment of the Back Mountain Memorial Library and the annual auction, the annual children’s Christmas shopping spree for 45 less fortunate
children in the school districts of Dallas, Lake-Lehman and Northwest, book scholarships for college-bound
high school seniors, dictionaries for third graders, assistance to the Back Mountain Food Pantry, the annual
Christmas luncheon and gift bags for Dallas Senior Center members, and much more. These community
projects are funded by the annual charity golf tournament at the Irem Country Club in September and the
annual Wine and Dine Festival at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds in June. The Rotary Club of Dallas
meets every Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the Irem Country Club in Dallas. Membership inquiries are
always welcome. Visit: dallasrotaryclub.com and Rotary.org for more information.
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Two locals hike the Appalachian Trail

Dylan Pilger, of Dallas, and Adam Weaver, of
Lake-Lehman had an adventure in mind and set out
on March 29, 2017 to hike
the Appalachian Trail from
Springer Mountain, Georgia
to Mount Katahdin, Maine
where they summitted on
September 12, 2017.
Dylan is an avid hiker.
Being an Eagle Scout with
Boy Scout Troop 281 in
Dallas, doing high adventure hikes and doing a lot
of hiking with friends. First
he needed to complete his
welding course at LCCC,
work, save money, buy better equipment and do a lot
of researching and planning
before this hike.
Adam, had a family
member who did the hike in 1977 at 66 years old and he was his inspiration.
So both working, saving and helping with the planning for this hike, they
both left and met in Atlanta, Georgia and on March 29, 2017 they left for
their hike at Springer Mountain, GA. Later they found out that this was the
exact date that Adam’s uncle Griff had left for his hike so many years prior.
Maybe there was a little bit of guidance from the beginning.
They both agree that it was a Pennsylvania hiking year. They met a lot
of hikers from all parts of Pennsylvania on the first part of the trail but later
also met people from Europe and other parts of the U.S. and Canada.
The weather was mostly rain, some snow in Tennessee, a tornado storm
and even areas that had been hit by fires. Along the trail they met people
from the towns, organizations or retired hikers cooking on the trails for the
hikers, this is called, “Trail magic”. You will even come up on food, water
and other supplies just sitting on the trail, left there for the hikers. Trail
magic is a great thing to come upon.
The longest state they hiked through was Virginia. There is a great festival
that goes on every year called, “Trail Days in Damascus”. This festival
celebrates the A.T. Trail and the hikers. The festival can attrack up to 20,000
hikers and visitors.
They started hiking 10-15 miles a day but were able to do 20-35 miles
in a few places and also did some hiking at night when the weather got
warm. They went through 3 pairs of shoes/boots and carried their supplies,
but were able to restock in local stores. They also got supply drops sent to
designated places along the trail from home. Most of their food supplies
were trail mix, granola bars, jerky, Raman noodles, mac & cheese, crackers, water, tuna and tortilla wraps. Both lost close to 40lbs and claimed they
missed the local pizza the most. For sleeping, they started out using a tent
but half way through the trip they changed to using hammocks / rain / fly
nets during their 5 1/2 months. The hardest part of the trail for them was the
White Mountains in New Hampshire and Maine. Although, both claimed
the views were amazing throughout their hike.
They are now working at putting a video together and planning their next
hike which will be the Pacific Crest Trail in April 2019. This hike goes from
California, Oregon and Washington state and ends at the US and Canada
border.
This hike was unbelievable and they hope that others can take some
time and experience it, even if it’s just weekends or a partial hike. A lot
of planning and preparation goes into doing such an adventurous hike but
they both recommend, if it is something you’d like to do, it would be a great
experience.
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