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Toy collection underway for children 
suffering with childhood cancer
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

        The family of the late Emily Longmore is commemo-
rating what would have been her fifth birthday with a 
toy collection for children suffering from childhood can-
cer. Emily was diagnosed with neuroblastoma, a type of 
childhood cancer, when she was just three years old. 
     During the time she received treatment, Emily showed 
remarkable strength and courage. She loved making 
friends with her nurses and she always had a smile. She 
was a joy to her parents and her older siblings Ben and 
Lily. 
      They started Emily’s Gracious Gifts as a means of 
continuing Emily’s legacy in helping others who are bat-
tling childhood cancer.  Fino’s Pharmacy in Dallas and 
the Luzerne Foundation in Wilkes-Barre are the collec-
tion sites for new, unwrapped toys for children of all ages 
and are also accepting donations of Visa and Master Card 
gift  cards or cash. 
      Emily’s family will wrap the items and bring the gifts 
to Geisinger’s Pediatric Oncology Clinic and the Janet 
Weis Children’s hospital in Danville on November 28, 
Emily’s birthday. Items dropped off after that time will also be collected and all items will be distributed dur-
ing the Christmas season. 
     For more information you can call 570-822-2065 or email Diane@luzfdn.org. Emily Longmore lost her 
battle with childhood cancer but her family will honor her fifth birthday with a  contribution of gifts for others 
battling this illness.



Dairy Maid visits Sweet Valley Open House
        Sweet Valley 
Emergency Services 
recently held an open 
house for the pub-
lic. Dairy Maid Juliet 
Pruce stopped in to 
share some informa-
tion about dairy. 
    She showed visitore 
how to look for the 
plant code #42 to be 
sure the milk is from 
a Pennsylvania Dairy 
Farm. Juliet even en-
joyed a dish of ice 
cream as one of her 
recommended 3 or 
more servings of dairy 
for the day! Thank you 
to Sweet Valley Fire and Ambulance Companies!
      Pictured above with Smokey Bear is Luzerne County Dairy Maid 
Juliet Price.
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Deadline for December issue of the Back Mountain 
Community News is Wednesday

 November 27 at 9:00 am.

Please note: Due to some email concerns with Comcast not always 
being reliable, if you send an email to:
communitynews123@comcast.net

and you receive a return message undeliverable - 
 please forward to lisapretko@icloud.com 

Third annual Ride for Honor will benefit veterans
      The third annual Karen Bo-
back Ride for Honor held on 
May 26 was another successful 
event in support of local veter-
ans’ organizations.  Six groups 
benefited from the Ride: Five-
By-Five, transitional housing for 
veterans; The Cleary Founda-
tion; Hunts for Healing; Seren-
dipity Riding; two programs at 
the Veterans Administration; and 
Patriots Cove.  On September 
29, the six donation checks were 
presented to the recipients at the 
Dallas American Legion.  
      The Ride for Honor was 
sponsored by the Dallas American Legion, Post 672, Dallas, PA.  The Bike Run was sponsored by the American Legion 
Riders from Post 672, Dallas.  Riders made donations of $15 each and passengers donated $10 each.  The Rotary Club of 
Dallas donated the funds to purchase the event patch.
     Shown in photo above, first row from left are:  Jack Cleary, First Lt. Michael J. Cleary Foundation; Pete Hatton, Hunts 
for Healing; Sheila Brandon, representing Patriots Cove; Sarah Russoniello, Serendipity Riding; Michael Freisch, Five-
By-Five; Patrick Cleary, Cleary Foundation.  Standing from left are: Art Peoples, Dallas Rotary; Michael Brandon, Road 
Captain; State Representative Karen Boback; Darlene Kupstas, Commander Post 672; Art Pimm, Chairman of the Event 
Committee; Joe Kelley, Financial Officer of Post 672; Larry Lansberry, American Legion Post 672 Riders President.
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Dallas American Legion 
Post 672 to change 
monthly meeting date
      Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 
held their monthly meeting and the assembled le-
gionnaires voted to change the monthly meeting day 
from Fridays to the second Tuesday of the month.  
All members and prospective members are invited to 
attend. Please mark this on your calendar.

Fall Craft Fair planned at 
Fellowship Church
      Join us on  November 23 from 10am – 3pm at 45 Hil-
debrandt Road, Dallas.  The Fellowship Church Youth 
Ministry will be hosting their annual Holiday Craft Fair 
to support students attending Student Life Missions 
Camp next summer. Visitors will be able to shop from a 
variety of handcrafted items like jewelry, woodworking, 
decorations, and baked goods. For more information visit 
fellowshipefc.org/events

Trinity Learning Center visits Whistle Pig Pumpkin Patch

Trinity Learning Center, Dallas, recently went on a field trip to the Whistle Pig Pumpkin Patch in Noxen.  
Students ages 2-5 were in attendance and began their trip with a hayride, made their way through a corn 
maze, jumped in piles of hay, picked pumpkins, decorated them and ended with a delicious snack of cookies 
and apple cider.  The students had a fabulous time enjoying a day of Autumn fun with their friends. Shown is 
Mrs. Lisa DeGraba’s Preschool 4 day class.  From left  are: Blake Yingst, Hudson Higdon, Domenic Vigorito, 
Ronin Turel, Maddax Zaruta, Harper Trescavage, Rylynn Feldmann, Mia Onzik,  and Audrey Butcofski.

Events planned at Northmoreland Fire 
for November
        Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire Company will hold Monday 
Night Bingo on Monday, November 11, and Monday, November 25, at the fire 
hall, located at 1618 Demunds Rd. in Centermoreland, just off Route 292. Early 
bird specials start at 6:30 PM, Regular games at 7:00 PM. Doors to hall open 
and kitchen begins serving at 5:00 PM. Where everyone gets lucky! Come sup-
port your local volunteers! For more information, call Jim Gilpin at 570-333-
4906 or 570-996-7066.
      If Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire Company is your polling place 
on Election Day, stop by our kitchen after you’re done voting in the hall for 
Chicken and Biscuit Election Day Dinner, on Tuesday, November 5, from 4:30-
7:00 PM.
         Northmoreland Township Volunteer Fire Company will have a Roast Beef 
Dinner on Wednesday, November 20, at the fire hall, located at 1618 Demunds 
Rd. in Centermoreland, just off Route 292. Prices are $9.00 for Adults, $4.00 
Children 12 and Under. Eat in or take out. Let us cook your dinner- there’s 
plenty of food! Come support your local volunteers! This will be our last Roast 
Beef Dinner for 2019 - dinners will return in 2020.

Wyoming Valley Civil War Round 
Table  plans meeting
      The Wyoming Valley Civil War Round Table will meet on Thursday, No-
vember 14, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. in the lower level of the Daddow-Isaacs Ameri-
can Legion, 730 Memorial Highway, Dallas.  
       The program for the evening is entitled: “Battlefields from the West” and 
will be presented by Mr. Tim Pierce, Vice President of the Wyoming Valley 
Civil War Round Table. Mr. Pierce will discuss the Battle of Chickamauga and 
events leading up to that battle.
       Mr. Pierce is a U.S. Navy Veteran and attained his bachelor’s degree in 
history and master’s in education from Wilkes University. He is a member of 
the Company K, 81st  Volunteer reenacting group, is a licensed battlefield guide 
(Gettysburg), and teaches history at Lackawanna Trail Jr. / Sr. High School. 
      The program is open to the public.  A three-dollar donation will be accepted 
for non-members. New members are always welcome. For information contact 
John at (570) 675-8936.

           Happy Thanksgiving
                      from the Back Mountain Community News

                       It’s All Good News ... Where Community Matters!
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Idetown Fire Co. 
announces this 
year’s breakfast 
dates
       The Idetown Fire Company an-
nounces breakfast dates for 2019.   
November 3rd and December 1st.   
Our All You Can Eat Buffet includes 
bacon, ham, sausage, scrambled 
eggs, breakfast potatoes, pancakes, 
waffles, biscuits w/ sausage gravy, 
french toast sticks, made to order 
eggs and omelettes, OJ, coffee, fruit 
and pastries.  Cost is $10 for adult 
and $5 for  kids ages 5-10. Time is 
8am to 12 noon at the fire hall lo-
cated at 138 State Route 415, Dal-
las. Takeouts are available.

Homemade soup 
sale planned
     Huntsville United Methodist 
Church 1233 Huntsville Road Shaver-
town. PA. will hold a homemade soup 
sale on Saturday November 9th from 
330-6:00 p.m. $6.00 per  quart. Take 
outs only. For more information call 
Gloria at (570) 675-7311.

Leggio’s hosts 
fundraiser for the 
Back Mountain 
Memorial Library
       On Monday evening, November 
11 from 5pm to 8pm, the Friends of 
the Back Mountain Memorial Li-
brary and Leggio’s Italian Restau-
rant, 64 E. Center Hill Road, Dallas 
will join together to host a fundrais-
ing event at the restaurant to sup-
port the Back Mountain Memorial 
Library.
     A percentage of the total sales 
(bar not included) taken in during 
that time, including eat-in, take out 
and gift certificates purchased, will 
be donated to the library.
     Look for the library display at 
the front of the restaurant and reg-
ister to win a Leggio’s Gift Card as 
our thanks for your attendance and 
support.

Ham Dinner, 
Family Style
      Sweet Valley Volunteer Fire Com-
pany, Sweet Valley, will serve a ham 
dinner on Saturday, November 9.   
Dinner served 4:30 to 6:30.  Take-outs 
begin at 4:00.  Adults $12.00, children 
under 12 are $6.00 and children under 
6 eat free.  Call 477-5121 for more 
information.

Members of the Back Mountain Bloomers Garden Club recently attended 
a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry to 
discuss the success of the club’s donation made earlier in the season to help 
the pantry produce more vegetables for its clients.  The 30 year old, 80 mem-
ber garden club began a grants program five years ago to focus on youth 
and community projects.  Their $300 donation to the food pantry garden 
was used to build six raised beds to make it easier for volunteers to plant and 
harvest their crops. Pictured from left: Food Pantry President Joe Reilly, 
Bloomers Incoming President Kate Hayes, Bloomers Grants Committee 
Chair Joanne Bittner, Food Pantry Garden Manager Bob McGuire.

Garden Club supports the Food Pantry
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Back Mountain Food Pantry needs help 
during holiday season
     It is expected that more than 150 Thanksgiving food orders will be requested and distrib-
uted by the Back Mountain Food Pantry to registered clients just in time for the holiday.  And 
as temperatures begin to fall, and we head into the winter season, families with small children 
and the elderly will have the dilemma of food vs. fuel, or food vs. medications.  Children will 
be out of school for the holidays and miss receiving some of their meals at school placing an 
added demand on the pantry.
      Help from the public is needed to restock the shelves at the pantry to meet this demand.  
Any individuals or groups wishing to conduct a food drive during November and December 
to help with the food needed for the season are encouraged to schedule delivery to the food 
pantry as soon as possible. 
       Please call 570-696-2917 to schedule food drives and delivery dates so that the volunteers 
can be on hand to receive, sort and organize the food.  All non-perishable food items should 
carry current dates to ensure their quality and nutritional value. 
        The food pantry is located in the lower level of the Trucksville United Methodist Church 
Administration Building across the street from the church.
       Monetary donations for the food pantry holiday project may be sent to: Back Mountain 
Food Pantry, c/o Trucksville United Methodist Church, 40 Knob Hill Road, Trucksville, PA  
18708.  Checks should be made payable to the Back Mountain Food Pantry.  The pantry is 
now an approved 501(c)(3) charity, and all donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
      Smaller amounts of donated food from individuals may be dropped off at Cook’s Phar-
macy, Rt. 309, Shavertown; Hilbert’s Tractor Store, Rt. 415, Dallas; and St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, off Rt. 118, Dallas, during their regular hours of operation.
         Suggested nonperishable food items needed during November and December are: 
cranberry sauce, stuffing mix, boxed dried potato mix, canned sweet potatoes, canned gravy, 
canned fruits and vegetables, macaroni and cheese, rice, pasta, canned evaporated milk, hot 
chocolate mix, tea, canned hams, tuna fish, peanut butter, jelly, Jell-0, pudding mix, cake 
mixes, canned frosting, cereal, juice and soup. 
      The Board of Directors of the Back Mountain Food Pantry wish to thank everyone for 
their support throughout the holidays and all year long.  The food pantry and the service it 
provides would not be possible without the generous support of the residents of our Back 
Mountain community.

Boback to Host Veterans 
Events at Misericordia on 
November 2
     Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyo-
ming) announced today her 13th annual Veterans Break-
fast, Expo and Recognition Ceremony will be held from 
9-11:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 2, in Misericordia Univer-
sity’s Insalaco Hall.
       “We are so proud to be able to host this program year 
after year,” said Boback. “It’s our way of saying ‘thank 
you’ to the brave men and women who have served our 
country with distinction.”
       The Veterans Recognition Breakfast, open to any 
resident of the 117th District who served in the nation’s 
armed forces, will be held in Insalaco Hall at 9 a.m. Both 
non-combat veterans and those who served during war-
time are encouraged to attend this event.
        Veterans may be accompanied by a spouse or 
guest to the breakfast at no charge. The breakfast will 
be followed by a special appreciation program held in 
the Lemmond Theater, to honor the veterans. The dead-
line to register for the breakfast is Monday, Oct. 28. To 
RSVP, call Boback’s offices at 570-675-6000 or 570-
836-4777. Residents can also call toll-free at 800-278-
3939 or register online at www.RepBoback.com.
       Attendees will also be able to visit the expo from 
9-11:30 a.m., where a variety of federal, state and local 
agencies that offer services to veterans will be on hand 
to answer questions. 
      The expo and program are open to all residents of the 
117th Legislative District.  

Craft & Holiday 
Gift  Sale
      Join us on Saturday, November 
23, at the Dallas Eastern Star Build-
ing Association, 15 Foster Street, 
Dallas, PA.  (Behind CVS Drug-
store) from 9:00 to 3:00pm. 
      Eastern Star will be selling “Our 
Famous Welsh Cookies” (cookies 
freeze well for the Holidays). In 
addition, Christmas quart jars of 
cookie mixes and bean soup mix, 
pint jars of hot chocolate mix, & 
Russian tea (each jar contains all the 
necessary ingredients and directions 
for in a beautifully decorated mason 
jar. 
   Opportunities on several baskets 
for Eastern Star Stamp out Cancer 
Project. Venders will have Varity 
of Holiday Items. Eastern Star la-
dies will be serving lunch, featur-
ing homemade soup. Come out and 
do  some shopping and enjoy lunch 
with a friend.
      For vendor information call: Di-
anne Corby 570- 675-4893 or email  
diannec@ptd.net.
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Patriots Cove announces “Honor Your 
Hero Project”
     Patriots Cove is a fishing retreat for injured/disabled veterans and first re-
sponders. The cove is nestled along Route 29, halfway between Harveys Lake 
and Noxen. Situated on 18 acres, this serene tranquil environment allows our 
visitors to relax and enjoy the beautiful sanctuary Mother Nature has provided.
      The Cove is proud to present our latest endeavor to honor some of these 
heroes. We have created a commemorative brick project “HONOR YOUR 
HERO”, which allows members of the public an opportunity to honor a loved 
one who served in the United States Military, or a firefighter, EMS, first re-
sponder, law enforcement. We hope through this gift, your loved ones will be 
honored and remembered for his or her service to our great country for many 
years to come.  Patriots Cove would like to also invite all American Legion 
Posts, VFW Posts, AMVETS, Etc. or Fire Companies, Ambulance Companies, 
Law Enforcement Stations, etc; to participate in this program by honoring their 
post or individuals.  
       We have started installation of our walkways, which will make navigating 
the terrain much easier for our handicapped patrons in a wheel chair or track 
chair. The walkways will be lined with these customized bricks. Anyone that 
honors a veteran or first responder is also asked to submit a photo and one 
page biography if available to be included in a book featuring our men and 
women in our “WALK OF HONOR”. Bricks can be ordered online at www.
thatsmybrick.com/patriotscove/ or if you need a paper form to mail in please 
contact Sheila Brandon 570-855-8964 sheilamalen@hotmail.com.  Photos and 
biographies should be via email or by mail at 1337 State Route 118, Sweet Val-
ley, PA 18656.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Dallas, 
announces Roast Beef Supper

The Lutheran Brotherhood of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 474 Yalick 
Road, Dallas, will hold its last roast beef supper of the year on Satur-
day, November 2. Seating is from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Take outs begin at 3:30. 
Cost is $11 for adults and $5 for children under 12. Tickets are avail-
able at the door. From left are: Brad Ide, Joe Eneboe, John Fetterman, 
Keith Brosious, Joe Hardisky and Bill Peiffer.

All-You-Can Eat 
Soup and Salad 
Supper planned
       The Mt Zion United Methodist 
Church family on Mt Zion Road in Har-
ding is hosting an all you can eat soup 
and salad supper on Saturday, Novem-
ber 2, from 4:30 until 6:30 pm. A variety 
of soups, chili, several salads, breads, 
desserts and beverages will be avail-
able. Cost for an adult dinner is $8 and a 
child’s meal costs $4.  All are welcome.

Alzheimer 
Support Group
     Join us on the first Thursday 
of each month at 10:00 am., at the 
Meadows Nursing Center, Dallas. 
Everyone is welcome. No fees or 
charge.  We’ve been sharing our 
compassion and love for 15 years. 

Dallas Borough Leaf Collection Program
     The 2019 Dallas Borough Fall Leaf Collection Program will begin 
the week of November 4, 2019. Our Road Department will bring the 
leaf vacuum to each street in the Borough one time during the collec-
tion program which will continue to the end of November or until the 
first significant snow event of the winter season.
        If the leaf vacuum truck has already been on your street, residents 
must bag leaves for pick up at a later date.   Do NOT rake leaves out 
for curbside pick-up after the leaf vacuum truck has already been to 
your street.
     The Borough asks that our residents comply with the following leaf 
collection guidelines: Leaves only (no grass clippings or other yard 
waste) should be raked to the curbside for vacuum collection.   The 
vacuum equipment will not function properly if residents commingle 
yard waste with the leaves.
    Residents are asked to please rake all leaves to the curbside in long 
thin rows approximately three feet wide. Placing the leaves curbside 
in this manner will facilitate collection.  Do not place any items on the 
roadway or within gutters.   This will create a hazard for drivers and 
potentially block storm drains.   Residents that prefer to collect leaves 
and place them in plastic bags may do so by placing the bags curbside 
for pick-up.
       Please contact the Dallas Borough administrative office at 570-
675-1389 or the Road Department at 570-674-5362 with any ques-
tions concerning the  Dallas Borough 2019 Fall Leaf collection pro-
gram.   Visit the Dallas  Borough website at www.dallasborough.org 
to track the progress of the leaf vacuum truck.
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

       Although the Farmers’ Market 
sponsored by the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library and held at Dallas 
High School has closed for the sea-
son, you can still buy some freshly 
baked breads and winter vegetables 
throughout the year. 
     “We prefer to get orders ahead 
of time but we sometimes will have 
some extra things available,” said 
Vince Landers of Beta Bread Bak-
ery.
     A few of the vendors meet in the 
back parking lot of the library to de-
liver preordered goods on Saturday 
mornings. If you are interested in 
ordering bread from the very popu-
lar Beta Breads, email them at be-
tabreadbakery@gmail.com or call 
570-589-3354.
     Amy Butler, owner and operator 
of Stone Hollow Farms, is the per-
son to call for farm fresh vegetables 
she grows using organic, sustain-
able and biodynamic methods. You 
can preorder form her by calling 
570-690-4762 or by emailing amy.
stonehollowfarms@gmail.com.

Fresh baked breads, vegetable available throughout the year

Farmer Phil, left, and Farmer Dan of Dancing Hen Farms are 
pictured at the Dallas Farmers Market.

Photo right: Marsha Spear holds 
up her favorite walnut raisin 
bread at the Beta Breads tent.

This past year a former Trinity Learning Center (TLC) student, 18 year old Justin 
Frederick, lost his life in a tragic work-related accident.  In an effort to keep his 
memory alive, his mother, Julie Winsock, started a tribute to him which she calls 
“Justin’s Journey.”  He is also the son of Chris Frederick. 
She was recently on a hike when she found a rock with a message on it.  It simply 
read, “Just Breathe.  You Can Do It!”  This unique find prompted her to encour-
age other people to paint rocks with inspiring messages on them and leave them 
in places across America for others to find.  Some have even found their way to 
England and France with Justin’s name on the other side.
One of the TLC teachers was invited to join Justin’s Journey, and the school di-
rector, Diane Kerestes, and other teachers decided to honor and remember their 
former student and family member by having the little ones, two to five years old, 
paint more rocks to be placed around the school and church property for others to 
help keep Justin’s memory close to their hearts.
Pictured above from left holding painted rocks of all sizes: Drew Fleschut, Hayden 
Rinehimer, Harper Harrison, Miller Frederick, Julie Winsock, Dominic Vigorito, 
Oscar Loftus, Elle Ubaldini, Lucy Paul.  One of the teachers, Mrs. Lisa DeGraba, 
painted Justin’s likeness on the rock. 

Former Trinity Learning Center 
student is remembered



Community News • November 2019 • Page 8

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 held their installation of officers on September 14.  District 
12 Commander Tom Kobusky presided over the proceedings. Installed were Darlene Kupstas, Command-
er, Joe Kelley, Finance Officer, Ed Podehl, Sgt.-at-Arms Charlie Fleming, 1st Vice Commander, Harold 
Bolton,2nd Vice Commander,  Will Newberry.  State  Representative , Karen Boback and Jesse Turner, Past 
District Commander offered their congratulations.  Refreshments were served. Shown in phot above are: 
Tom Kobusky, Ed Podehl, Rep. Karen Boback, Joe Kelley, Jesse Turner, Commander Darlene Kupstas, 
Harold Bolton, Charlie Fleming, Will Newberry, William Stachowiak, Jr.

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 
recently held their Installation of Officers

Dairy Court visits Hillside Farms Fall Fest

The Luzerne County Dairy Court was invited to the Hillside Farms 
Fall Fest to promote the dairy industry. Court members had a fun 
game for kids to play and win prizes, a cow craft and coloring books for 
the kids, and recipe books for the adults. They reminded everyone how 
much farmers care for their animals.  Above are: Dairy Princess Kae-
lyn Traver, Dairy Ambassador Toni Traver, Dairy Maid Juliet Price, 
and Dairy Miss Amelia Brown.
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By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

     The Geisinger Urgent Care facil-
ity in Dallas held its annual Trunk or 
Treat, Touch a Truck event on Octo-
ber 5. The event is organized by staff 
members at the facility and benefits 
the American Heart Association.        
Local community members sup-
ported the event and the children in 
attendance had a great time. 

Geisinger Urgent Care facility in Dallas held its annual Trunk or Treat, Touch a Truck event

Pictured at the start of the Trunk 
or Treat community event at Geis-
inger in Dallas, from left, are: Mau-
reen Legg, Carol Barlow, and Beck, 
Rina, Tresha, Blake, and Daltyn 
Vehoski.

Cadet Firefighter James O’Neill, left, handed 
out coloring books and plastic fire helmets to 
children at the event. He is pictured with North-
moreland Township Fire Co. volunteer Jacob 
Mleczynski who explained the fire equipment. 

Brianna, Andrea and Devon Wright 
attended the Trunk or treat event at 
Geisinger Urgent Care in Dallas.

Mickey Mouse visited the fundraising event at Geis-
inger. He is pictured with, from left, Nicholas Hooper, 
Blake Vehoski, Tamara Davis and Addison Allen.

Lee Ann McDermott of McDermott Real Es-
tate Appraisals handed out treats from the 
back of her decorated car.

Joe Balavage of Shavertown brought 
his daughters Kayleigh and Emilee for 
the Trunk or Treat event.

Brooke Neyman, left, and Lind-
sey Guardado toured the Legg 
Co. school bus on hand for the 
day.
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Legion Logbook

Clarence J. Michael
Past Commander
Dallas American 
Legion, Post 672

 Daddow-
Isacs Dallas 
A m e r i c a n 
Legion Post 
672 held 
their monthly 
meeting on 
T u e s d a y , 
October 9 at 
7:30 P.M. A 
member of 
Patriot’s Cove was a guest, and in-
quired about a donation towards the 
purchase of a track machine.  The Ap-
proximately, $30,000 must be raised.    
Since our Legion has been a big sup-
porter of the work that Patriot’s Cove 
does for our veterans, a donation of 
$2,000 was passed.  If others would 
like to donate to this worthy cause, 
contact our Legion for further infor-
mation.  
      The annual Turkey Raffle will be 
held on November 24 and the Chil-
drens’ Christmas Party will be held 
on December 14.  John Emil has 
graciously volunteered to chair these 
events.  Contact John to offer your 
help.  
     Veteran’s Day was discussed.  On 
November 11 Post 672 will hold a 
commemoration of veterans at 8 A.M. 
and then proceed to the Meadows for 
a program.  Some members will par-
ticipate in the Wyoming Valley Veter-
ans Parade on November 10. 
     The Legion Riders presented a gift 
of $1,000 to help cover the cost of our 
new sign. 
    A donation of $300 was passed 
as a contribution to Wreaths Across 
America.  Please be aware of this 
noteworthy charity. The updating of 
the wooden sign on Route 315 was 
discussed and more information will 
follow in a future column.  The annual 
Pearl Harbor Day Breakfast was dis-
cussed. Seven Legion members with 
50 or 60 years of membership  will be 
honored.  Mention was made of our 
Adjutant, George Tucker,  and wishes 
for a speedy recovery.   We miss you 
George.  
     Remember the annual Essay Contest 
“Does The Military Receive The Re-
spect They Deserve?” and the annual 
Oratorical Contest on the Constitution.  
These contests are open to students in 
Grade 9-12.  For further information 
on the rules I can be contacted at (570) 
675-0488. Our next monthly meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, November 
12 at 7:30 P.M. Commander Darlene 
Kupstas invites all members and pro-
spective members (male and female) 
to attend.   GOD BLESS AMERICA!

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas 
American Legion Post 672 
announces Essay Contest
      Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 
is sponsoring the 85th Pennsylvania American Legion 
Annual Essay Contest for students in Grades 9-12.  
The 2020  topic is”Does the U.S. Military Receive 
the Respect They Deserve?”  Cash prizes and schol-
arships are awarded to winners.  Since the inception 
of the contest in 1935, over $500,000 in scholarships 
have been awarded.  
      Local Legions (Post 672 included) have also of-
fered suitable monetary awards and prizes. For further 
information contact Chairman Clarence J. Michael at 
(570) 675-0488.

Diane Keating, of Mountaintop, will be display-
ing her watercolor and colored pencil artwork at 
the Back Mountain Memorial Library during the 
month of November.
Diane has been working on rediscovering her love 
of art over the past 5 years. She loves to work in 
both watercolor and colored pencil. Watercolor is 
challenging to master but a quick medium. Col-
ored pencil is exacting but time consuming. When 
creating her artwork, Diane discovered that put-
ting down the first layers of color in watercolor 
and then adding the depths and details in colored 
pencil is a perfect marriage of the two. Diane 
states, “I am very inspired by my time spent in the 
company of children, by illustrations of all kinds, 
and by anything whimsical and fun.” Prints of her 
artwork will be for sale and can be purchased at 
the front desk of the library. All are welcome to 
stop in and see her display during the month of 
November.

Fun and Folly by Diane Keating



Kiwanis Club of Dallas conducts annual 
Grocery Give-a-way
    The drawing was held recently at 
Thomas’ Super Foodtown of Dallas, by 
the Kiwanis Club of Dallas for its an-
nual Grocery Giveaway.  Winners were 
from Dallas, Wyoming, and Forty Fort.  
Kiwanis Club of Dallas conducts and 
funds many community projects for 
Back Mountain youth.  The Club strives 
to improve the world by making lasting 
differences in the lives of children.
     Shown from left: Judy, Front-End 
Manager, Thomas’ Super Foodtown of 
Dallas; Kiwanis Club of Dallas Mem-
bers, Beverly Atherholt, Treasurer, and 
Charlie Kishbaugh, past Lt.- Gov.  Also 
present but absent from photo was Shir-
ley Moyer, Member, Kiwanis Club of Dallas. Kiwanis Club of Dallas meets the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month, 6:30 P. M., at Irem Temple Country Club - Clubhouse, Dallas, PA. To obtain further information about becom-
ing a Kiwanis Club of Dallas Member or to sponsor any of the Dallas Kiwanis Club’s activities, please contact Charlie 
Kishbaugh at (570) 675-8780 or Beverly Atherholt at (570) 675-7295.
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The Community Improvement Committee of the Back Mountain Bloom-
ers Garden Club recently awarded $150.00 in response to Maddie Lewis’s 
application to advance her Girl Scout Gold Award Project.  Maddie, of 
Pittston, is a member of Girl Scout Troop #34958. Maddie has chosen as 
her project to establish an historical marker on the grounds of St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church in Wilkes-Barre featuring Florence Foster Jen-
kins, a woman born in Wilkes-Barre in 1868. Her goal in this project is 
to spark interest in local history, educate the community and display the 
legacy that Florence Jenkins Foster left behind through her support of the 
arts. Maddie plans to use the awarded grant money to plant perennials 
around the marker to brighten up the area and ensure that the flowers 
continually grow back each year.  Shown in photo above, from left: Carol 
Sorber, Club President, Maddie Lewis, Pittston, Joanne Bittner, Commit-
tee Chairwoman.

Maddie Lewis Awarded $150 for Girl 
Scout Gold Award Project
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Grief Support 
        A Grief Support Group is avail-
able at River of Life Fellowship 
Ministries, 22 Outlet Road, Lehm-
an, on an  as-needed basis.  If you 
need help, or just someone to talk 
to, call Denise at 570-639-2115 for 
further information.

Men’s Breakfast 
Group meets weekly
      The Back Mountain Men’s 
Ecumenical Group meets at the 
Irem Country Club for their weekly 
breakfast meetings at  8:00 a.m. on 
Thursdays.  All men are welcome 
to join the group.

Annie’s Blurb 
       Come and See!  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 474 Yalick Rd. (off Route 
118) in Dallas, is pleased to announce the following activities and events for 
the month of November: 
       Our final Roast Beef Dinner for 2019 will be held on Saturday,  No-
vember 2.  Take outs begin at 3:30 pm and dining room seating is from 
4:00 - 6:30 pm.  Tickets are $11 for adults, $5 for children under 12, and are 
available at the door the evening of the dinner.  Roast beef, mashed pota-
toes, pepper hash, two vegetables, rolls, homemade desserts, and beverages 
are all served family style.  Come hungry and bring your friends!
      Our annual All Saints’ commemoration will be held the weekend of 
November 2/3 at both services.  All church members newly baptized or  
deceased since last year’s All Saints’ celebration will be remembered in 
prayer, and their photos displayed in the Narthex among all the saints. The 
Back Mountain Railroad Club will meet on Mondays, November 11 at St. 
Paul’s and 25 at the Clubhouse this month.  If you have an  interest in any 
gauge model trains, come share your enthusiasm with this group!
   The Advent season at St. Paul’s will begin with an intergenerational Ad-
vent Celebration on Sunday, December 1 at 10:45 am, hosted by our Sun-
day School.  Details are being finalized, so for more information please visit 
our website, www.stpaulsdallaspa.org, or call the church office.
      Wednesday morning Bible Study continues at 10:00 am each week in the 
Community Room of the Masonic Village in Dallas.  A new 26-week study 
of the Gospel of Mark will begin on November 13; everyone is invited!  
The Bible This Week with Pastor Grube meets at the church on  Wednes-
day evenings at 7:00 pm, with another opportunity to meet at 10:30 am on 
Thursdays, for insights into the lectionary readings for the coming week.
        If you have questions about any of the events or activities offered by 
St. Paul’s, please call the church office at 570-675-3859 or email us at 
stpaul@epix.net.  St. Paul’s is a handicapped accessible facility.  Come and 
See all that St. Paul’s has to offer!

Food Pantry in 
Sweet Valley open
     The new food pantry in Sweet Val-
ley, located inside the Church of Christ 
on Main Road in Sweet Valley will be 
open to those in need of food on the 
first Friday of each month. Food do-
nations are also being accepted.  For 
more information call 570-477-2320.



Gate of Heaven Parish Meatloaf Dinner 
and Basket Raffle fundraiser planned  

Vaping: The challenges faced by schools and parents and 
its effects on teens
        The 8th Annual Fall Breakfast sponsored by The Ir-
regulars was held at Irem Clubhouse at Irem Country Club 
in Dallas on Saturday, October 12th.  The Irregulars are a 
collection of independent entrepreneurs coming together to 
collaborate and share their life’s experience with the intent of 
continued personal growth.
      Presenter Cammie Anderson, Drug and Alcohol Preven-
tion Education Specialist based in the Tunkhannock Area 
School District spoke to the group about Vaping and the 
challenges faced by schools and parents and its effects on 
teens. Anderson is a BA Certified Prevention Specialist Drug 
and Alcohol Prevention Education Coordinator at Children’s 
Service Center/Robinson Counseling Center.  She provides 
classroom education services K-12 as well as one to one intervention services to students at Tunkhannock Area.
        “Vaping has quickly become the number one challenge faced by schools officials,” said Anderson.  “Unfortunately, 
for our youth many early ads for Vapes were very misleading giving a generation the false belief that they were safe.” The 
Center for Disease Control reported the number of cases of a deadly vaping illness continues to rise “at a brisk pace” with 
18 confirmed deaths and more than 1,000 cases throughout the U.S. as of October 3rd”, said Anderson.
       Since teens are Anderson’s target audience, she encouraged parents and grandparents attending to bring their children 
along with them to hear her all-important message. Hunter Wesolowski, 16, a student at Holy Redeemer High School in 
Wilkes-Barre, listened intently as Mrs. Anderson spoke.  “Unfortunately, teens are the most vulnerable age group affected 
by the recent health crisis in our nation,” said Anderson.
      The Irregulars gather together at Irem Clubhouse on the second Saturday of every month.  Public is welcome.  Ad-
vance registration is required.  Anyone wishing to receive the group’s monthly eNewsletter may write theirregulars@
frontier.com.  Cholly Hayes, WBRE Eyewitness News Chief Photographer, Ret., and owner TV NewsWatchers, Dallas, 
is Facilitator. Shown in photo are: Cammie Anderson, Drug and Alcohol Prevention Education Specialist based in the 
Tunkhannock Area School District is pictured with Hunter Wesolowski, and Bobby Zampetti, Secretary, The Irregulars.
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Gate of Heaven Parish, 40 Machell Avenue, Dallas, is having a de-
licious Homemade Meatloaf Dinner and Basket Raffle fundraiser 
on Saturday,  November 2nd. All tickets are pre-sold and cost 
$10.00.  Sit down dinner is from 5-7pm and take outs are 4-7pm. 
Handicapped seating available in the lobby. Please call Gate of 
Heaven Parish at 570-675-2121 to get your tickets. Pictured above 
is the planning committee, Wayne Frederick, Patti Price and Drew 
Regan. Missing is Father Daniel Toomey and Carol Carroll.

Thank you for voting us 
Best of the Back Mountain

Stop in and see why!

Dallas Little People Daycare Participated in Fire Safety 
with the Back Mountain Regional Fire fighters

Dallas Little People Daycare recently participated in fire safety education with the Back Mountain Regional 
fire fighters.  Included in the photo from the back row from left are: Firefighter Joshua Sawyer, Firefighter 
Brian Redmond, Todd Lomascolo, Lana Cronin, Carson Vernouski, Josh Mastroff, Francesca Priore, Nor-
rin Ozehoski, Kaylee VanPelt, Aria Kuderka, Thea Sutton, Harper Hendricks, and Firefighter Donny Mi-
chalisin.  Front from left are: Nathaniel Pagan, Samantha Haas, Tomasa Margarito, Lily Petrosky, Kinsley 
Kimmel, Noah Ciehoski, Aaron Ciehoski, and Violet Scott. 
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Isaac Olmsted, of Dallas, will be displaying his collection of toys from 
the 80’s at The Back Mountain Memorial Library during the month of 
November. Isaac started collecting these toys about two years ago. He 
first became interested in them after going to a toy fair. Of his collec-
tion, Isaac states that his favorite piece is the Madballs football because 
it was the first toy that started his collection. His assortment of toys 
grew from there to include a Ghostbusters Ectomobile, numerous Hot 
Wheels cars, a large Sasquatch figure, and a Game Boy. In addition 
to being valuable, Isaac says his collection also means a lot to him for 
sentimental reasons. Stop in to see the toy display at the library during 
the month of November.

80’s Toy Collection by Isaac Olmsted

The Dallas Lions Club recently presented a check for $500 to the  Back 
Mountain Memorial Library.  This is the 34th consecutive year in which 
the club has made this annual donation which is used for the purchase 
of large-print books, audio tapes and pre-loaded MP3’s of current best 
sellers for the visually impaired.  Shown during the check presentation 
from the left are:  Lion Paul Kutney; Karen Shuster, Library Board 
President; Martha Butler, Library Director; Dave Keating, Lion Presi-
dent; and Lions Don Berlew and Joe Czarnecki.  The Lions are cur-
rently holding a membership campaign and invite any interested man 
or woman who would be interested in joining the club to contact Frank 
Rollman, Membership Chairman at 570-675-4485 or any member of 
the club.  The club meets on the second and fourth Thursday of each 
month at Irem Country Club.

Dallas Lions Club recently presented a 
check to the  Back Mountain Library

On Friday October 18th, I’m Big Now Learning Center learned about fire safety from Trucksville Volunteer 
Fire Company.  The students learned about the fire fighters’ clothing that helps protect them, what tools are 
on the fire truck, how to respond when a smoke alarm goes off and more.  The classes got to try on the clothes, 
hear a fire truck siren, and hold the hose. Shown in photo, front row are: Sedona Piazza (held by Amanda 
Ostrowski), Seth Kronenwetter, Shane Barry, Connor Hickman, Jack Morris, Camryn Kresge, Avery Alexis, 
Nico Alunni, Matteo Cella, Charlotte Beutel. Second row: Jace Tylutke, Adeline Synder, Owen West, Breon 
Bradby, Lillianna Olson, Ana Kashnicki, Jordan Rollins, Liam Hickman, Dylan Culver, Ryan Litz-Durkin, 
Sofia Rowlands, Summer Remus, Oliver Piazza, Philip Krachun, Bruno Ciravolo, Samuel Morales, Dom-
nini Plummer, Alanis Thomas, 
Arianna Cella, Matthew Rogan, 
Larry Long (Firefighter).

Trucksville Firefighter visits I’m Big Now Learning Center
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action figures. 
     “It’s nice to see 
adult collectors bring 
their children in to 
pass on that love,” 
said Yuri. “People 
aren’t just buying the 
item. They are also 
buying the nostal-
gia.”
      Retrozilla is lo-
cated across from 
the Dallas Sport-
ing Goods at the 
intersection of East 
Center Street and 
North Main Street 
in Shavertown. It is 
open from 4pm to 7 
pm, on Thursday and Friday, from 11am to 2pm, on Saturday, and from 9am to 2pm on Sunday. 

Great vintage toys at Retrozilla in Shavertown
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

      You can find all sorts of great vin-
tage toys at Retrozilla which opened 
in Shavertown this past April. 
       “I’ve been a collector my whole 
adult life and, I guess, even as a 
child,” said Yuri Burgh, owner of 
Retrozilla. “The way this business 
works is that I not only sell things 
but I also buy vintage toys, comic 
books, and old video games among 
other things, to sell to other collec-
tors.”
      Retrozilla actually grew as an 
extension of Yuri’s other business. 6 
Scale USA is in its third year of busi-
ness selling clothing and uniforms 
for vintage toys like GI Joes, XMen 
and other old action figures. “I re-
alized that all those types of things 
that were available were all made 
in China,” said Yuri, who worked 
his way through college at Temple 
University doing specialty tailor 
work for a men’s clothing store. “I 
knew enough tailors who had lost 
their jobs through down-sizing or 
out-sourcing to other countries that 
I knew I could make it work.”
      Yuri designs all of the outfits 
and has sewists, (someone who 
creates sewn works of art). make 
them. They are all authentic look-
ing costumes for the vintage action 
figures. “It is definitely a hobbyist’s 
market,” said Yuri.
      “I have been selling on-line and 
at shows in Hershey, Atlanta and in 

Connecticut. I find that it makes a 
difference when customers can ac-
tually feel the fabric and the texture 
of the material and see how well 
these things are made. We have a 
good following now.”
       6 Scale USA items are available 
for purchase at Retrozilla. You can 
also find doll houses, Barbie items, 
Bratz dolls, Master of the Universe, 
and Star Wars items. “We not only 
have vintage toys from the 60’s, 70’ 
and 80’s, but also retro toys,” said 
Yuri. “For example, Mego went out 
of business in the 70’s but they have 
come back with replicas of their 
original toys. They make 14 inch 
dolls now in addition to the original 
8 and 12 inch ones.”
      Retrozilla is also the place where 
you can find an original Atari game 
console and old Atari video games. 
They also have Nintendo and Play 
Station 1, 2, and 3 games. “We buy 
vintage video games for those sys-
tems, too,” said Yuri.
      “We are always looking to buy. 
We buy and sell vintage comic 
books, too.” Along with many other 
special vintage comic books avail-
able at Retrozilla, right now you 
can buy a copper issue of the XMen 
Uncanny #266 with the first cover 
of Gambit. The collectors out there 
should know what that means.  
     Among the other special toys 
available at Retrozilla, you can find 
Match Box cars, Tyco race cars and 
race tracks, retro and vintage action 
figures, and vintage-looking but 
new  cartons  to show off  those old 

Yuri Burgh is pictured in Retrozilla with some of the vintage toy items available for 
purchase. 

FREE
Standing dead ash trees 

for firewood. Easy access
Dallas between Harveys Lake and 

Route 309.
Call 570-849-0235
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Monday, November 11

Vote Raymond 
Miller for Dallas 
Twp. Supervisor 
    

  

      Dedicated in “Working for you”! 
What does it mean when I say dedi-
cated in working for you - Dallas 
Township Residents? It means hard 
work, dedication and commitment 
in serving you ... the people. Repub-
licans, Democrats, or Independents ... 
come November 5, 2019, Vote Ray-
mond Miller 
       I chose to run for supervisor, as I 
feel it is time in getting real results and 
not empty promises and that means 
hard work and dedication. Which, I 
am up for the task. I have been em-
ployed by Dallas Township Road De-
partment for the past 17 years. I have 
the knowledge and experience of day 
to day operations; repairing and main-
taining township roadways.
      I would like to see our commu-
nity moving forward and having bet-
ter communication with residents by 
listening to their concerns. One ques-
tion residents that I talk with is tax in-
crease, which I am not in favor of.
      With having two volunteer fire 
companies within Dallas Township, 
I will work with an support both fire 
companies, to ensure their financial 
stability for their daily operations. 
This includes purchasing new equip-
ment and to provide training that is re-
quired for the safety of Dallas Town-
ship residents and volunteers.  
           I am hard working and dedi-
cated to family, friends and neighbors, 
as well as my job. I am an active vol-
unteer fireman for Kunkle Fire Com-
pany, for the past 9 years and I am 
also a supporter of our Veterans, for 
I am a 10 year member of the Sons 
of American Legion Post 672, Dallas, 
PA.    I plan on being a working su-
pervisor when elected. My door will 
always be open to fellow residents, 
neighbors and voters within the Dal-
las Township community. Thank you 
for your vote and I look forward to 
serving you. 
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Boback Announces November Outreach Hours
      Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) today announced her office’s outreach schedule for the 
month of November. These events will be weather permitting and feature representatives from several organizations 
offering their assistance. “My staff and I are here to help with state-related issues,” said Boback. “I offer these monthly 
outreach hours to ensure residents of the 117th District have access to the great opportunities for veterans’ assistance, help 
with federal issues, information about starting a small business and more.”
       On Wednesday, Nov. 6, the American Legion will hold office hours at Boback’s Tunkhannock district office, located 
at 133 W. Tioga St., Suite 4, in Tunkhannock from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A claims consultant from the American Legion will 
provide the assistance. Area veterans may seek assistance and information pertaining to specific benefits and programs. 
Additional meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of every month. Appointments may be made by calling Boback’s 
Tunkhannock office at 570-836-4777. On Tuesday, Nov. 19, a representative from the VFW will be at Boback’s Dallas 
district office, located at 105 Lt. Michael Cleary Drive, Dallas, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to assist veterans. There is no ap-
pointment necessary for the VFW outreach hours.
     On Wednesday, Nov. 20, a representative from the Center for Independent Living will be available by appointment at 
Boback’s Tunkhannock district office. Please call the Tunkhannock office at 570-836-4777 to make an appointment.
       On Tuesday, Nov. 26, the American Legion will hold office hours at Boback’s Dallas district office, located at 105 Lt. 
Michael Cleary Drive, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A claims consultant from the American Legion will provide the assistance. 
Area veterans may seek assistance and information pertaining to specific benefits and programs. Additional meetings 
will be held on the fourth Tuesday of every month. Appointments can be made by calling Boback’s Dallas office at 570-
675-6000.
      On Wednesday, Nov. 27, a representative from Wilkes University Small Business Development Center will be at 
Boback’s Dallas district office from 9-11 a.m. Constituents interested in starting a small business or who need assistance 
with their business can receive free counseling and advice. Please note, due to staffing changes, the Mobile Vet Center that 
operates on the second Monday of the month in the Ace Hardware-Brady and Cavany Store parking lot in Eaton Twp. will 
be unavailable until further notice. For more legislative information, visit Boback’s website at RepBoback.com.

On November 23, 2019 the Lake-Lehman Band Sponsors will be holding 
its annual craft show fund raiser. It will be held at the Lake-Lehman High 
School and will run from 10:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M. Vendors will include; 
wreaths, jewelry, wood craft, homemade chocolate candies, cupcakes, ce-
ramics, baked goods, specialty and one of a kind Fall and Christmas items 
and so much more! Come on out to the high school and show your support 
for the Lake-Lehman Jr./Sr. High School Band.

Lake-Lehman announces Annual 
Craft Show fund raiser
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Shop the Back Mountain Community News 
Your dollars spent in locally-owned businesses have three times the 
impact on our local economy.  Locally owned 
businesses are the businesses we count on for
donations to our local organizations and 
contribute dollars to our local causes. A 
marketplace made-up  of many small 
businesses  ensures lower prices over the
long-term and local business owners work hard 
to fulfill the needs of the people within our community every day.

State Representative Karen Boback presented House Citations to the 
George M. Dallas Lodge No. 531 Free and Accepted Masons for their ser-
vice anniversaries. Seated are Carl Coates, 50 and Frank Wagner, Past 
Master, 60. Standing are Robert Besecker, 60; Frank Paczewski, 50; Har-
old Smith, 50 and myself. Also receiving citations but absent from photo 
were Thomas VanHorn, 50; James Besecker, Jr., 70; Benjamin Jones III, 
60; William Hoover, 50 and Robert Dolbear, Sr., 50.

State Representative Karen Boback 
presented House Citations to the 

George M. Dallas Lodge

Community Lecture 
Series at Misericordia 
University to address 
the challenges of 
dealing with addiction
     The Office of Service-Learning at 
Misericordia University is hosting its 
fourth in a series of free community 
education lectures designed to deep-
en the understanding of critical com-
munity-wide issues and how dedi-
cated organizations in the region are 
tackling those issues.    Jason Harlen, 
M.A., C.A.D.C., CEO of Wyoming 
Valley Alcohol and Drug Services, 
Inc., will discuss strategies for deal-
ing with addiction on Tuesday, Oct. 
22 from 12-1 p.m. in the Catherine 
Evans McGowan Room of the Mary 
Kintz Bevevino Library. 
  Guests are invited to bring their 
lunch to the program. For more in-
formation, or to register, please con-
tact Louise Keller, service-learning 
specialist,  at lkeller@misericordia.
edu  or 570-674-6203.

THE FINANCIAL EQUATION:
Give Thanks and Give Back
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO 
of MF Advisers, Inc.

    We all know that we should be thankful for the 
important things in life (family, friends, health, 
memories, etc.), but  – especially with the holi-
days  around the corner – how  often do we feel 
satisfied with what we have right  now?   Do we 
ever get enough out of life to the point where we feel truly content?  Some 
people are constantly (sometimes blindly) wanting more when it may ulti-
mately be better  for these people to give  rather  than to receive.
       Now I’m not saying you shouldn’t work harder and/or smarter for 
what you really want in life (it’s important to have a purpose to get out of 
bed in the morning; accomplishments – no matter the size – are  definitely  
important), but  – if it’ s only  material possessions that you value – you’re 
probably going to live a shorter life compared to those who value people 
over things. I know – hard to believe a financial advisor (remember:  I am a 
fiduciary) would tell you such crazy things!
     Here’s the point: instead of worrying if you have enough, think about 
people who don’t have enough and find a way to help do something that’ll 
bring a smile to a needy person’s face.  After all the disasters we’ve just 
recently seen (shootings,  fires, etc.), it should make you think about how 
lucky you are to have the important people in your life.  It should also make 
you stop and reflect on what you can do to help your fellow human beings.  
After all, we’d sure  want someone to be kind to us if we were in dire need 
of help.
      If you’re doing  well for yourself,  treat others as you’d like to be treat-
ed.  Decide to give your time, valuables , money, etc., to those in need. If 
you didn’t think it was important to do in the past,  that’s okay ... decide 
to turn over a new leaf this holiday season.  Volunteer, donate, help make 
someone’s day brighter (you might even get a break on your annual income 
tax return for being charitable, depending on if you go over the standard 
deduction limits for 2019)  – chances are that person you helped will be 
sincerely  appreciative and thank you.  Is there truly any better feeling than 
that?  You’re welcome!
        Find an experienced financial advisor who  lets clients know it’s im-
portant to give back,  works for an RIA firm, earns his/her money from 
fees (NOT commissions), believes in having an abundance of investment 
choices for clients, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a sales-
man, and chances are you’ve found the right financial advisor to help you 
prepare and plan for your financial goals.
          For more information,  please  visit  http://www.mfadvisers.com, 
email  marty@mfadvisers.com, or  call (570) 760-6524. About  MF Ad-
visers, Inc., MF Advisers, Inc. is a full - service, fee - only RIA firm 
and fiduciary based in PA & FL specializing in wealth management,  invest-
ment advice, and financial planning. With 20+ years of licensed experience, 
over 10 years of  professional education, and an unwavering commitment to 
improving your financial situation, MF Advisers , Inc. is the advisory firm 
to best serve YOU. Facebook |  Twitter | LinkedIn.
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News from the Back Mountain Library
       The Back Mountain Memorial Library lists the following Upcoming 
Events.  Call or come in to sign up for these events and programs.
        Adults 60 and older are invited to come to the Library for “Lunch and 
Learn” a presentation of the Area Agency on Aging. On Thursday, No-
vember 7, Director of Senior Center Services Harley Bobby will present 
an informative program focusing on the services the Agency offers, includ-
ing volunteer  opportunities, exercise classes, health information and more.  
The program starts at 12:00 noon and is free.  Lunch will be provided and 
registration is  required.  Please call the Library to sign up. 
        Leggio’s Italian Ristorante is again showing their support for the Li-
brary.  Dine at the restaurant on Monday, November 11, from 5:00 to 8:00 
PM and a percentage of the total sales (eat-in, take-out, and gift certificate 
purchases) will be donated to the Library.  Bar sales are not included.  You 
can also register to win a Leggio’s gift certificate.  Leggio’s is located at 64 
East Center Hill Road in Dallas, and you can make reservations by calling 
them at 570-675-4511.
        For many patrons, our Christmas Extravaganza  sale is an essential part 
of  the holiday season!  Come out Friday, November 15, from 1 to 5 PM, or 
Saturday, November 16 from 9:00 to 4:00 for the Grand Opening.  Shop-
pers can find holiday décor, gift items, Nativity sets, candles, wreaths, and 
much more.  The Holiday Shop is open through Christmas, and new items 
will be added all season.  All proceeds benefit the Library.
      Sports fans eagerly await the annual Family Night with the Penguins, 
being held this year Monday, December 2, at 6 PM. Please call the Library 
soon to register your family because space is limited.   
        News and Notices: The Friends of the Library are again holding their 
Christmas wreath sale. The wreaths measure a generous 24” and are deco-
rated with a huge, red bow and festive Christmas picks.  Each wreath costs 
$26.00 and will be freshly made by Rogers’ Nursery the week of pickup.  
A natural wreath looks lovely and the fragrance will greet you as you go 
through your door!  Deadline to order is November 8, and they can be 
picked up at the Library November 21 and 22. 
      Amnesty Week  will be observed November 11-16.  Fines will be waived 
on any overdue items returned during that week.  Please note that this does 
not cover previous fines, or fees on lost or damaged items. We will be closed 
Thursday, November 28, for Thanksgiving. Contact us at 570-675-1182. 
And find so much more at our website at www.backmountainlibrary.org.

Luzerne County Historical Society Presents 
Festive Traditions and Festive Wreaths 
       The Luzerne County Historical Society will present its holiday-themed 
Festive Traditions program at the Swetland Homestead on Saturday and 
Sunday, December 7 and 8, 2019, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  Travel through time 
as you tour the house with costumed guides and explore how Christmas 
traditions evolved  from the late 1700s through 1877. 
     See a demonstration of period hearth cooking and learn about late-1700s 
and early-1800s favorite dishes.  New this year is Festive Wreaths, a silent 
auction of traditional and contemporary holiday wreaths donated by local 
businesses and individuals.  Proceeds benefit the programs, collections and 
exhibitions of the Luzerne County Historical Society.
         Guests will meet various members of the Swetland family as they jour-
ney through Christmases gone by, and learn about their lives and the his-
tory of the Wyoming Valley.  Bids on the Festive Wreaths will be accepted 
through Sunday at 4 p.m.; winning bidders get to take home their wreath!  
Hot cider and cookies will be provided.  The Society appreciates the support 
of Community Bank NA.
         Tours run from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. each day. Tickets for the tours are $8 for 
members, $12 for non-members and $5 for kids 5-17; admission to Festive 
Wreaths is free. To purchase tickets in advance or to become a member, call 
570-823-6244 ext. 3 or email reservations@luzernehistory.org. No reserva-
tions are needed, tickets can be purchased at the door.  
      Founded in 1858, the Luzerne County Historical Society is Pennsyl-
vania’s oldest county historical society.  LCHS preserves and promotes 
the collective history and heritage of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, at the 
Bishop Library and the Museum in Wilkes-Barre, the Denison House in 
Forty Fort and the Swetland Homestead in Wyoming.  For more informa-
tion, visit our website, www.luzernehistory.org.  

Back Mountain 
Memorial Library 
to receive 
Keystone Grant
     Two Luzerne County libraries are 
among 19 statewide that will receive a 
Keystone Grant through the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Education. The 
Back Mountain Memorial Library, in 
Dallas, has been awarded $129,845 
to renovate its sole meeting room to 
make it more accessible to patrons 
and to provide additional space to an 
increasing number of visitors.
     Martha Butler, the library’s direc-
tor, said the work will begin in the 
spring and should take about a year. 
She said that the library board has 
been planning and budgeting for this 
for five years and to know it’s soon to 
be a reality is exciting.
        The meeting room is currently 
only used for board and committee 
meetings, classes and community 
organization meetings. But the plan 
is to renovate the room to be multi-
functional. In addition to continu-
ing to host meetings, the space will 
be opened to patrons during library 
hours when meetings are not sched-
uled so they can get work done, read 
or more.
      “There’s been more and more de-
mand for space from our individuals,” 
Butler said. “We have such limited 
seating as it is right now.”  With ac-
cess to the Internet and a safe, bright 
space for adults and children to con-
gregate, the library has thrived even 
at a time when books and music and 
news publications are going digital. 
       Butler said a combination of  a 
bequest, fundraising and annual bud-
geting will pay for the local match 
for the Back Mountain Memorial 
Library. She also noted this was the 
second time the library applied for 
– and was granted – a grant through 
this program. The last was 1997 when 
$280,000 was secured for the expan-
sion of the children’s room.



      The   Harveys 
Lake Protective As-
sociation   celebrated 
its 100th  Anniver-
sary at The Beaumont 
Inn, Rt. 309, Dallas, 
with dinner, dancing 
and presentations of 
PA State Citations of 
Recognition for 100 
years of service.
     The special occa-
sion was chosen to
also honor, with past 
president pins, seven 
Past Presidents of the 
HLPA that attended. 
A special memorial 
tribute was given to 
two past presidents 
that had past away 
this year: Don Marx 
and Richard Haas.
     The Harveys Lake Protective Association was started in 1919 after the fire that destroyed the Hotel Oneonta. The 
necessity for public services was realized by both businessmen and   residence   alike.   In 1920   the   Association   be-
came   the   quasi-governmental body creating and retaining its own police force and in 1922 started the Fire Company.  
The HLPA also started the light company, and worked with numerous public improvements such as roads, public health, 
transportation, etc.  In the late 1960’s the HLPA took a leadership role in establishing the Borough of Harveys Lake, and 
still plays a significant role in an advisory capacity and in the beautification and preservation of the beautiful Harveys 
Lake community.  Shown in photo above, seated are: PA State Rep., Karen Boback; Harveys Lake Protective Association 
President, Frank Lutinski; PA State Senator, Lisa Baker; and United States Congressman, Dan Meuser. Standing behind: 
Honored Past Presidents of the HLPA - Ed Williams, Mark Sobeck, Matt DePrimo, Bernard “Buzzy” Boback, JoAnn 
Jones, Dave Hoffman and John Halbing.
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Harveys Lake Protective Association Celebrates 100 Years 
of Service to Harveys Lake Community

Family and friends enjoy dinner. From left to right:  
Lauren Butera,  Peter Butera,  Lesa Butera, Debbie So-
beck and Mark Sobeck

HLPA friends sharing good food and spirits: Brian 
Russoniello, Alesia Russoniello, Lisa Anglovich, John 
Anglovich, John Halbing and Becky Halbing.

The festivities of the evening were enjoyable by all. 
From left:  Theresa Warnagaris, Betsey Stankus and Ed 
Stankus (Committee members), Dave Hoffman (Past 
President), Dolly Hoffman, Mariann Cognan and Peter 
Cognan. HLPA President Frank Lutinski presents Past Presi-

dent Pin to Dave Hoffman.

Shop the Back Mountain Community News 
Your dollars spent in locally-owned businesses 
have three times the impact on our local 
economy.  Locally owned businesses 
are the businesses we count on for
donations to our local organizations and 
contribute dollars to our local causes. A 
marketplace made-up  of many small 
businesses  ensures lower prices over the
long-term and local business owners work hard 
to fulfill the needs of the people within our community every day.
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Dallas Kiwanis Club held its annual Halloween Parade
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

       The Dallas Kiwanis Club held its 
annual Halloween Parade on Sunday, 
October 27 at the Back Mountain Re-
gional Fire and EMS Station.
     The children paraded before judges 
and were judged in categories like 
Most Original, Best Group, Funniest 
and Prettiest. The top three in each 
category received cash prizes while 
all children in attendance were treated 
to apple cider, donuts, and goodie 
bags. The event which is for children 
in Luzerne and Wyoming counties has 
been sponsored by the Dallas Kiwanis 
Club since the 1950’s.

Above: These volunteers from 
the Dallas High School Key Club 
helped fill goodie bags with col-
oring books and safety tips for 
the children. From left are Olivia 
Karcutskie, Karly Milazzo, Harley 
Sabol, and Chloe Dudick.
                   Continued on next page.

Top photo: Dressed for the Best 
Group competition, in front from 
left, are Kayden, Koltyn and Kyler 
Kopiak. In back row are Tyler and 
Michelle Kopiak and Elisabeth, 
Jameson, and Jim Harris. 

Hoagie Sale 
planned at the 
Loyalville United 
Methodist Church
      The Loyalville United Method-
ist Church is having a hoagie sale at 
602 Loyalville Rd., Harvey’s Lake, 
on Tuesday, November 12. Hoagies 
made with salami, ham, bologna, and 
cheese, with the following packaged 
separately: lettuce, tomato, and w/or 
without onion. Price $5, call church 
and order at 570-477-3521. 
    Please include name, phone number 
and  number of hoagies, and specify 
with or without onion. Cutoff date 
to order is Saturday, November 10. 
Pickup time on Tuesday, November 
12, from 6:00 - 6:30pm. 

To advertise in the  Back Mountain
 Community News, call Lisa 
at (570) 674-7772 or email: 

communitynews123@comcast.net
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Members of the Dallas Kiwanis Club on hand for the annual Halloween Parade, from left, are: Cathy Beretski, 
State Representative Karen Boback, Glenn Patrick, Mary Rodriguez, Abby Patrick, Liz Martin, Duane Frank, 
Charles Kisbaugh, Bob Albee, Ted Dymond, and Harold Stout.

Dallas Kiwanis Club held its annual Halloween Parade

Happy Thanksgiving from all of us at 
CK’s Cantina & Grill
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The Lake-Lehman Band would like to introduce the 2019 Marching Knights. The Marching Knights band mem-
bers include three seniors: Madison Chulick: Synth, Mattie Round: Snare Drum, and Kayla Gliddon: Marimba. 
The Marching Knights will be competing in The Tournament of Bands (TOB) again this season. This year’s 
production is entitled A-Maze-ing. The Lake-Lehman Marching Band is under the direction of Ms. Cheryl Ku-
likowski. Color Guard Director is Mr. Brian Bacon.
2019 Lake-Lehman Marching Knights,  from left to right, front row: Gennifer Symons, Faith Depiero, Jaina Ney-
hard, Kayla Gliddon, Mattie Round, Madison Chulick, Miranda Olexy, Talyia Adamitz, Sierra Vogan. Second 
row: Samantha Sutton, Jonathan McGurk, Gavin Dwen, Kaitlyn Parsons, Savannah Chaparro, Justin Doran, Ja-
cob Stillarty, Brynn Tereska, Madison Klemick, Emily Spencer, Fionn Ellis, Jared Olson, Hailey Rutcavage.Third 
row: Emma Simon, Jared McLaughlin, Aidan Chapple, Jacob Olson, Seth Mieczkowski, Richard Cronin, John 
Kaplanski, Nathan Stanski, Connor Price, Sean Matysik, Mark Kucewicz, Sara DeRosa,  and Allysa Shalata.

Lake-Lehman Band introducing 2019 Marching KnightsBack Mountain Memorial Library announces 
the addition of new Memorial Books
       In Memory of Virginia Sweezy Curtis, “Who Slays the Wicked” by C.S. 
Harris, presented by The Nesbitt Memorial Hospital Alumni Association. In 
Memory of Attorney Art Piccone, “Sea Stories: my life in special operations” 
by William H. McRaven, presented by Norma Leandtri. 
      In Memory of Harmon Lloyd Bond, “The Source: how rivers made America 
and America remade its rivers” by Martin Doyle, presented by The Staff at PNC 
Branch West Pittston.
       In Memory of Patricia “Polly” Lavin Michael, “I Really Needed This To-
day” by Hoda Kotb, presented by Dallas Borough Council and Mayor Timothy 
Carroll. 
       In Memory of My Mother, Gloria K. Hill, “The Night Fire” by Michael 
Connelly, presented by Karen Bolesta.
     The following books are in Memory of Harold Kishbaugh and are presented 
by Bruce and Beth Rosenthal: “The Real, True Dulcie Campbell” by Cynthia 
DeFelice, “One Potato, Two Potato” by Cynthia DeFelice.
       The following books are in Memory of Jacqueline M. Jones and are pre-
sented by Sandy Bradbury and Family: “ABC’s of Art” by Sabrina Hahn, “Cool 
Creations in 101 Pieces” by Sean Kenney.
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