JANUARY 2017

Kingston Township Officials Shred
General Obligation Bond

The 2016 Kingston Township Board of Supervisors and Township Manager are proud to announce
that the 1998 and 2003 General Obligation Bond is officially satisfied. The Township Officials held a
ceremony to shred the Bond that in 1998 was secured to fund the construction of the Municipal Building that houses the Administration Offices, Police Station, improvements and addition to the Public
Works Building. Both structures are located on East Center Street, Shavertown. In 2003, the supervisors increased the bond to fund infrastructure improvements within the Township. Township Officials
held a “Shredding Ceremony” on December 6, 2016 to commemorate the significant event. Chairman
Jim Reino thanked the Kingston Township staff and his fellow Supervisors for working together to
complete the goal of satisfying the Bond. Shown in photo above are: Chairman, Jim Reino; Vice Chair,
Frank Natitus; Supervisor, Melissa Chamberlain; Supervisor, Shirley Moyer; Former Manager and
Supervisor, Jeffrey Box; Manager, Kathleen Sebastian; and Supervisor, Sam Barbose.
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Back Mountain Memorial Library “Stones” recently donated
Eleanor Fleming, one
of the Founding Donors of
the Back Mountain Memorial Library’s Giving Evergreens, recently donated a
“Stone” in honor of each of
her seven children: Lucy
Messersmith, Jean Fleming, Peggy Fleming, Susan
Fitzpatrick, Nancy Stephenson, Bill Fleming, and John
Fleming.
Pictured left to right:
Librarian, Martha Butler;
seated, Eleanor Fleming;
daughter, Lucy Messersmith
and son, John Fleming.
Anyone also interested
in purchasing a Pine Needle
Cluster or Stone may print
an order form at www.backmountainlibrary.org or contact the Library at (570) 6751182 for more information.
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Dallas Lions Club organized a joint Christmas Party

The Dallas Lions Club organized a Joint Christmas Party
with members of the Dallas Lions, Kiwanis and Rotary Club at
the Appletree Terrace in Newberry Estate, Dallas. A buffet dinner
and dancing to old-time favorites
was enjoyed by club members
and their guests.
Pictured above are representative of the clubs who participated
in the affair: Lion secretary and
party organizer, Joe Czarnecki;
Lion District Governor, Mark
Mizenko; Kiwanis board member, Charlie Kishbaugh; Rotary
treasurer, Jerry Reisch; and Lion
president, Dr. David Spring.
Missing from photo is Rotary coordinator, Jason Jolley.

Back Mountain
Community News

Wyoming Seminary Upper School
Supports Toys for Tots

The Wyoming Seminary Upper School community recently collected funds from students, faculty and staff to purchase new toys for
the Marine Corps Toys for Tots Campaign. Upper School Community Service Group representatives organized the project and raised
more than $450 to purchase a wide assortment of toys. Community
Service Group members seen while purchasing the toys are, from
left: junior Ziming Liu, Qingdao, China P.R.C.; senior Cassandra
Kizis, Dallas; and junior Kaley Rider, Kingston.
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Men’s Breakfast
Free Exercise
Group meets weekly Class planned
The Back Mountain Men’s Ecumenical Group meets at the Irem
Country Club for their weekly
breakfast meetings at 8:00 a.m. on
Tuesdays. All men are welcome
to join the group as they share fun,
fellowship and faith.

Ladies Exercise Class will be
held on Tuesdays & Thursdays at
9AM at the Sweet Valley Church
of Christ, 5439 Main Road, Sweet
Valley. Call or visit for more information 570-477-2320. Online at:
www. svccconnect.org.

Annual Essay Contest announced

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672 is sponsoring their
annual Essay Contest. This year’s topic is “Should the American Flag Be
Protected From Desecration? Explain Your Rationale.”
Any student in grades 9-12 in a public, parochial or private, or home
schooled in the Back Mountain is eligible to participate. All essays must
be no less than 500 words or no more than 1,000 words. The specific
rules for submitting an Essay can be garnered at school or calling the
Chairman, Clarence J. Michael at (570) 675-0488. Essays will be due no
later than January 31, 2017. Monies will be awarded on a local, district,
and state level. The Department of Pennsylvania First Place Winner will
be awarded a $3,500 scholarship, a plaque, and a trip to the American
Legion Convention in July to read the winning essay to the assembled
delegates. The second place winner will receive a $3,000 scholarship,
and the third place winner will receive a $2,500 scholarship.
Since the inception of the Department of Pennsylvania state Essay Contest in 1935, the American Legion has awarded over $500,000
in scholarships. With the increasing costs of a college education this is
an excellent way to earn some scholarship money. A national Oratorical
Contest is also sponsored by Post 672.

Dallas Township seeks
Memorabilia

The Dallas Township Board of Supervisors and Dallas Days Bicentennial Committee are looking to families of the Back Mountain,
both past and present, to help with special projects for next year’s 200th
birthday celebration.
The Dallas Days History Committee is looking for vintage art,
photos and memorabilia that depict the history of Dallas (Borough and
Township). Of particular interest are historical photos that were taken of
or near old schools, businesses and other landmarks; for example, pictures taken at Fernbrook Park, the original fairgrounds (off Hildebrandt
Road); and old farms, sawmills or dairies. Vintage farms tools and other
memorabilia are also being sought for a display that is being planned
to take place during the month of May. Art and photos will be scanned
at the Dallas Township municipal office and returned to their owners;
and memorabilia items will be photographed and registered for later use
and returned. The office is located at 2919 SR 309 Highway, in Dallas
(above Thomas’ Market).
A commemorative cookbook is also planned. Old, local family recipes (the older, the better) are being sought for inclusion in the book, as
well as vintage photos taken in the kitchen or during family dinners or
celebrations. Recipes and photos should be from past generations, and
credit will be given in the book to the contributing families.
Questions may be directed to Dallas Days History Committee
Chairman Joe Hardisky, at (570)690-6530; or, Dallas Township Supervisor Liz Martin, at (570)674-2000, ext. 2008; or via email, at lmartin@
dallastownship.com.

All You Can
Eat Breakfasts
Planned

The Shavertown Fire Department has the following dates set
for their monthly breakfast fundraiser: January 22; February 26;
March 26; April 23; May 28; June
25; July 23; August 27; September 24; October 22; November
26; and December 16 (breakfast
with Santa). Adults are $8 and
children under 12 years old are
$3.
The breakfasts will be hld
at 170 North Main Street, Shavertown, PA. Help support your local
volunteers.

Dallas Borough
Winter Parking
and Snow
Removal

Please be reminded of the following winter parking and snow
removal regulations for Dallas
Borough:
• It is the duty of the owner, tenant or occupant of any property in
Dallas Borough to clear the entire
width of the sidewalks contiguous
thereto of all snow or ice within
twenty-four (24) hours after the
cessation of any storm or fall of
snow.
• It is unlawful to deposit any
snow or ice on a road or immediately next to a fire hydrant.
• It is unlawful for a vehicle to
stand or park in any Borough
roadway which interferes with the
snow plowing or ice removal.
• It is unlawful to be parked on a
Borough road during or following a measurable snowfall of one
inch or more. Parking on Borough
roads is prohibited for a period of
three (3) days following a snow
accumulation for the purpose of
clearing snow and ice. Vehicles
not removed from streets or roadways will be ticketed and towed
at the owner’s expense.
A more detailed summary is
available on the Dallas Borough
Website at www.dallasborough.
org.
The Dallas Borough Road Department thanks you for your anticipated compliance.

Grief Support

A Grief Support Group is
available at River of Life Fellowship Ministries, 22 Outlet Road,
Lehman, on an as-needed basis.
If you need help, or just someone
to talk to, call Denise at 570-6392115 for further information.

Kingston Township
Winter Parking
Ordinance

Kingston Township’s Winter
Parking Ordinance will be in effect
beginning November 1 until March
31, 2017. Parking is prohibited on
Township streets between the hours
of 10:00 pm and 6:00 am daily.
Also stated in the Ordinance is
that parking is prohibited on Township streets during snow storms or
for eight (8) hours after the end of a
snow storm.

Traffic Light
to be activated
on SR 415 and
Lakeview Drive
by Yalick Farms

The Traffic Signal Light at
SR 415 and Lakeview Drive by
Yalick Farms has been in “flashing” operation since it was erected. The Dallas Township Board of
Supervisors recently made an application to PennDot to have the
traffic light changed to “full red,
yellow and green operation”, as it
was originally designed for.
In order to promote driver
awareness and safety, a message
board will be erected by PennDot
a few weeks prior to the traffic
signal being changed, in an effort
to give drivers notification of the
upcoming change.

Hoagie sale planned

The Loyalville United Methodist Church on Loyalville Road, Harveys
Lake, is planning a hoagie sale on Tuesday, January 10, 2017. Hoagies are
$5 each and are with premium ham, salami, bologna and cheese. Tomatoes,
lettuce, onion, and dressing packaged separately to maintain freshness.
Call ahead & leave a message with your name and phone no./# of hoagies / with or without onion. Call church at 570-477-3521. Pickup time at
6:30-7:00 on January 10. Next Dinner planned for February 11, 2017.
To place your
Classified Advertising visit online
www.communitynewsonline.net
for an advertising form or mail your
information along with a check or
money order for $10 - payable to the
Back Mountain Community News,
P.O. Box 430, Dallas, PA 18612.
All classified advertisements
require pre-payment.

Wood Pellet
Stove

Like new - used only
2 seasons. Clean and in
excellent condition
$1,200 or best offer.

Call (570) 690-7581
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The Harlem Wizards are bringing their new Back Mountain Food Pantry – food vs. fuel
The food pantry has a need for non-perishable foods during January, February and
show to Lake-Lehman High School
March when very few food drives are scheduled. With the extreme cold weather upon us,

many families are forced to choose between food and fuel, and many of our elderly residents
are forced to choose between food and their much-needed medications.
Food may also be dropped off during regular business hours at Cook’s Pharmacy, Rt.
309, Shavertown; Hilbert’s Tractor Store, Rt. 415, Dallas; and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Rt. 118, Dallas.
All non-perishable foods are welcome at any time. Individuals or groups wishing to
donate food may call the pantry at 570-696-2917 for information or to arrange a mutually
convenient time for our volunteers on duty to receive the food. The board members of the
pantry wish to thank everyone for their support all year long.

Boback Designates January 27 as ‘Lock
‘Em Up Day in Luzerne County

The Harlem Wizards are bringing their new show to Lake-Lehman High School on Saturday, January 21, 2017 at 6:30pm. The evening promises to be a fun filled event that
is great for kids and adults and will guarantee to put a smile on your face! This event is
being brought back to Lehman by the Lake-Lehman Elementary PTO Groups.
The Harlem Wizards have a unique mission: create awe-inspiring events throughout
the country. At a Wizards game, fans will witness amazing basketball talent combined
with hilarious comedy. Its two hours of family time where parents, grandparents, and
kids can all laugh together. When you’re in the stands, you’re more than a spectator;
you’re part of the show with loads of audience participation. Throughout the game,
fans will experience a magical display of tricks, coordinated ball handling, fancy passing and aerodynamic athleticism combined with high-energy comedy and audience interaction. The experience can only be summed up in two words: Awe-Inspiring!
Students at Lehman Jackson Elementary, Ross Elementary and Lake Noxen Elementary will be treated to an assembly featuring one of the Harlem Wizards Players on
Monday, January 9, 2017. Thanks to sponsors including AJ Consultants, Grotto Pizza
and Best Western Genetti Hotel and Conference Center, funds will benefit all of the
elementary students in the Lake-Lehman School District. Additional sponsorships are
available. Please visit www.lje-pta.com for sponsorship information.
The DP Team is scheduled to play against the Black Knights in January. The DP team
includes DP standing at 6’6”, King Arthur, Miles High standing at 6’9”, Skyline, Air
Jamaica, Smooth and Rocket who has a 50 inch vertical leap! These new and seasoned
Harlem Wizards Players will bring a new and unique game to Lake-Lehman High
School.
Tickets purchased before the event are $10. Tickets can be purchased at the following
locations: Ross Elementary School January 3rd, 10th and 17th from 6 PM – 7 PM;
Lake Noxen Elementary School January 4th, 11th, & 18th 6 PM – 7 PM and Lehman
Jackson Elementary School January 4th 6:15 PM – 7 PM, January 10th & 16th 6
PM – 7 PM. Additional pre-sale ticket times and locations will be announced on the
Harlem Wizards VS Black Knights Facebook Event Page or www.lje-pta.com. Tickets
will also be available on the day of the game at Lake-Lehman High School beginning at
5:00pm for $12 and online at www.Harlemwizards.com.

In an effort to raise awareness about medication diversion
and remind Pennsylvanians to
lock up their prescription drugs,
Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) has
announced that Friday, Jan. 27,
has been designated as “Lock
‘Em Up Day in Luzerne County
PA.” Luzerne County Sheriff Brian Szumski and Luzerne County
District Attorney Stefanie Salavantis will join Boback at the Luzerne County Courthouse rotunda
at 1:30 p.m. on Jan. 27 to share
information with area residents
about medication diversion.
Earlier this year, Boback’s
House Resolution 1070 designated Oct. 19 as “Lock ‘Em Up
Day in PA.” Boback was inspired
to introduce this resolution in response to the state’s devastating
opioid epidemic and anecdotes
from constituents in which se- Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyonior citizens have fallen victim ming) is pictured with Luzerne County Sheriff Brian
to medication diversion, which Szumski and Luzerne County District Attorney Steis theft of prescription drugs by fanie Salavantis, who will each present information
family members, personal care to Luzerne County residents about medication diverworkers and cleaning personnel, sion on Lock ‘Em Up Day, set for Friday, January
to name a few. Many people, es- 27, at 1:30 p.m. in the Luzerne County Courthouse
pecially senior citizens, are not rotunda.
aware of the risks of keeping unlocked prescription drugs in their homes.
The October event featured comments from Secretary of Aging Teresa Osborne; House
Health Committee Chairman Matt Baker; House Aging and Older Adult Services Committee Chairman Tim Hennessey; and Reps. Aaron Kaufer and Ed Gainey, co-chairs of the PA
Heroin Opioid Prevention and Education (PA HOPE) Caucus.
“The prescription drug epidemic is commanding the attention of many throughout our
Commonwealth,” said Boback. “I hope to spread the word throughout the 117th Legislative
District and the state of Pennsylvania that steps to prevent medication diversion are ones we
should all be taking to do our part to prevent drug abuse.”
For more information about the PA House GOP’s efforts to curb Pennsylvania’s most
serious public health crisis in decades, visit www.RepBoback.com. To learn more about
“Lock ‘Em Up Day in Luzerne County PA,” call Boback’s Dallas district office at 570-6756000.
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Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion held annual Children’s Christmas Party
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent
The Daddow-Isaacs American
Legion Post in Dallas held its annual Christmas Party on December 18, 2016.
The members and the auxiliary
served hot dogs, snacks, donuts
and drinks to the many guests in
attendance. Santa Claus arrived
in a fire engine after touring Back
Mountain neighborhoods. He
handed out a wrapped present to
each of the children at the party.
Bob Perks volunteered as the DJ
for the event.

Andrew Harvey and Trisha Brace played some games during the
holiday event.
Photo left: Brothers Emory,
left, and Noah Kocher posed in
front of some of the raffle prizes
at the Legion party.

Helping out at the Christmas party at the American Legion in Dallas, from left, are George Tucker, Joe Kelley, Jim Baloga, Sandy
Dzury, Ginger Spencer, Herb Dreher, Chuck Fleming and Wink
Fleming.

Wyoming Seminary Names Fall Sports MVPs

This family group enjoyed their visit to the American Legion party.
In front, from left, are Makenzie Emel, Kirah Gentner, and Louis
Emel, Jr. Tracy O’Kane, Natalie Emel, Melissa Shotwell, and Louis
Emel are standing in the back.

Wyoming Seminary Upper School recently named the Back Mountain athletes who received Most Valuable
Player Awards, Coaches Awards and Gold Awards for the fall season. Athletes who earned four varsity letters or three varsity and one junior varsity letters in their sport receive Gold Awards. In girls cross-country,
senior Cassandra Kizis of Dallas received the Coaches’ Award. In field hockey, seniors Payton McCormick
of Dallas and Sarah Schulman of Shavertown received Gold Awards. In football, senior David Nape of
Shavertown received the Gold Award. In boys soccer, senior Andrew Kim of Dallas received the Most Valuable Player Award and Gold Award. Seniors Michael Kim of Dallas, Andrew Schukraft of Dallas and Spencer Stirewalt of Shavertown received Gold Awards. In girls soccer, senior Alyssa Kristeller of Shavertown
received the Coaches Award and Gold Award. In girls tennis, freshman Nicole Joanlanne of Dallas received
the MVP Award. Shown in photo are, first row from left: Alyssa Kristeller, girls soccer; Sarah Schulman,
field hockey; Nicole Joanlanne, girls tennis. Second row, from left: David Nape, football; Michael Kim, boys
soccer; Andrew Schukraft, boys soccer; Spencer Stirewalt, boys soccer; Andrew Kim, boys soccer. Not present for photo: Cassandra Kizis, girls cross country; and Payton McCormick, field hockey.
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Trucksville Volunteer Fire and Rescue gathered to help Gatlinburg, TN
The Trucksville Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department didn’t
waste a minute of time when they heard of the wild fires and devastation taking place in Gatlinburg, Tennessee back in November.
The department gathered their members and reached out into the
community for donations of items needed for the residents and
the local firefighters in Tennessee.
The Department collected boxes of paper items, cleaning supplies, water, toys for the children, clothing, hygiene items, monetary donations and non-parishable items to help the firefighters
as well as the local residents that were in need.
Two very large and important donations were offered by
Enterprise for the use of a pickup truck, and a truck and trailer donated by Harveys Lake Boro to deliver the donations to the area.
Due to the amount of generous donations from the community
and businesses, a second trailer was filled.
Trucksville Volunteer Fire Assistant Chief Steve Derhammer
organized the collection drive which successfully made the 650
mile, 12 hour trip to Tennessee to deliver the many donated items
to the people devastated by the wildfires.
Some of the many volunteers pictured right helped load the
trailers, organize the donations and offered assistance to our local residents dropping off items that were transported to help the
victims and Gatlinburg Fire Department’s firefighters.
For more information and photos of Trucksville Fire Department helping those in need, visit their facebook page.
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Beer stein collection on display at the Back Mountain Library
George J. Parrs of Dallas will be displaying his beer stein collection at the Back
Mountain Memorial Library throughout
the month of January.
Parrs collected his beer steins in the
year 1954 while overseas with the military.
“These were collected at Oktoberfest in
Germany while I served in the U.S. Army,”
Parrs reported, explaining that he traveled
through occupied Germany with a surveying team, staying at British barracks,
French barracks, and German hotels. Parrs
sent his purchased steins home to his wife
in the United States, who had been unable
to accompany him overseas.
When asked about his favorite pieces in
the collection, Parrs said, “They’re all kind
of favorite pieces. The big steins are the
ones that really come from the beer halls at
Oktoberfest.” Parrs said that the steins are
“decorative items that the Germans used in
their home places and were used for drinking their favorite beverage: beer or schnapps!” Members of the
community are invited out to see Parrs’ beer stein collection for the month of January at the Back Mountain
Memorial Library.
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Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, Dallas is sponsoring a weekly indoor Farmers’ Market
By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community
News Correspondent

The Meadows Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center in Dallas
is sponsoring a weekly indoor
Farmers’ Market. Local vendors
will be on hand from 10am to
2pm on Saturdays throughout the
winter and early spring.
The Meadows Nursing Center is located on East Center Hill
Road in Dallas.

Photo right: Chris Siperko
bottles fresh maple syrup from
his land on Demunds Road in
Dallas for sale. He is pictured at
the indoor market with Lauren
Mackrell.

Andrew Brown and Krystal Guglielmi brought products from Mad
Mallard Farm including pasture-raised meats, goat mild, soap and
natural body products to sell at the indoor market.

Alzheimer’s Support
Group meets monthly
at the Meadows

The Meadows Nursing
& Rehab. Center hosts an
Alzheimer’s Support Group on
the first Thursday of each month
at 10:00 a.m. in the Meadows
board room. This support group
benefits caregivers by providing
the opportunity to address their
concerns and learn about the
newest developments in the
treatment of this disease. For
information, call (570) 6758600, extension 115 or 195.

Marilyn Sorchik was happy with the selection of fruit and donuts
from Brace’s Orchards shown by Paul Brace.

Snowflakes Salted Caramels was staffed by owner Nikki Olmsted
with help from Katie Banta, left, and Lucy and Jake Olmsted.
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Harveys Lake American Legion
Post 967 recently made donation

Harveys Lake American Legion Post 967 recently made a donation to
the Back Mountain Food Pantry. Above in photo from left are: Carol
Eyet - Pantry Manager and Bernie Castillo - Legion Finance Officer.

Presbyterian Women share
some warmth this winter

The Trinity Presbyterian Church Prayer Shawl Group in Dallas, along
with St. Peter and Paul’s Catholic Church and friends of Trinity, made
and donated 50 plus hats, scarves and mittens to the homeless men
at Camp Orchard Hill in the Back Mountain. The group wanted to
provide a touch of comfort and warmth to those in need during the
Christmas season. The prayer shawl group at Trinity Presbyterian
Church has faithfully met for many years and is always looking for
new members and new projects. They enjoy sharing the blessing of
beautiful hand knit or crochet items with groups or individuals in the
community in need. Each week the group meets on Tuesday mornings
at Trinity Presbyterian Church on Irem Road in Dallas to share in a
time of fellowship and to work on projects for the community. Knowledge or experience with knitting or crochet are not required. The
group has been blessed with members and friends who are unable to
attend the meetings, but knit or crochet at home and deliver the completed items to the church for delivery. They have also been blessed
to receive many community donations of yarn and knitting or crochet
supplies and rejoice in being able to transform those raw materials into
a blessing for friends and neighbors in need. Shown in photo above,
the prayer shawl group from left are : Barbara Rogers, Rev. Jennifer
Baer, Lois Cadwalader, Carol Hobbs, Bette Goodwin, Lisa Guerrero,
Alice Kocher, Joanne Giovannini. Absent from photo is Meryl Davis.

Boy Scouts Complete Graphic Arts Merit Badge
A group of Boy Scouts from
Troop 241 - Lehman and Troop 444 Sweet Valley, recently completed the
Graphic Arts Merit Badge.
Over the course of several weeks,
the scouts learned all about graphic
arts from the early days of letterpress
printing through today’s modern offset presses and digital printing processes. As part of their requirements
each scout designed a STEM-BSA
related t-shirt. After looking over all
of the designs, the scouts chose the
best parts of several designs and combined them into one final design.
The final part of the project was
to actually learn the process, from
making the screen to printing their tshirts. The scouts would like to thank
Mike Harper of Sharper Embroidery
in Swoyersville for teaching them
all about screen printing. The scouts
learned from this experience and had
a great time printing their shirts.

Misericordia to
host regional
competition for
National History
Day

Misericordia University will host
the National History Day (NHD)
2017 regional competition on Saturday, March 25. Middle school
and high school students in Luzerne
(except the Hazleton School District), Lackawanna, Susquehanna,
Pike, Wayne, Wyoming, Monroe,
and Sullivan counties of Northeastern Pennsylvania are invited to
participate. Registration opens Jan.
2 and runs through March 3.
The daylong event is sponsored
by NHD, a nonprofit education organization that offers professional
development opportunities and
curriculum materials for educators,
and yearlong academic programs
to encourage students around the
world to conduct and present original research on historical topics.
For additional information
about NHD, or to register, please
visit http://libguides.misericordia.
edu/NEPAhistoryday. Students and
teachers interested in participating
in the event are encouraged to consult the website. Research workshops are also available in the Mary
Kintz Bevevino Library.

Above from left: Conner Kubiski, Ian McCue, Eli Scott, Mike
Harper, Caleb Wilson, Brady Newman, Tyler McGuire, Casey
Weaver, and Jacob Herceg.

Caleb Wilson of Boy Scout Troop 241 printing his T-shirt under
the watchful eye of Mike Harper - Sharper Embroidery. Other
scouts observing from left: Casey Weaver, Conner Kubiski, Eli
Scott, Brady Newman, and Tyler McGuire.

FREE Wi-Fi

Trinity Presbyterian Church
welcomes five new members

On December 11, five young confirmands joined the membership of
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Dallas under the leadership and guidance of Rev. Jennifer Baer. First row, from left: Kaya Brown, Marina
Sgarlat, Ella Fleschut. Second row: Brandon Fleschut, Rev. Jennifer
Baer, Michael Williams.

FERN WOOD MANOR
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Lake-Lehman girls basketball team recently held their
Annual Christmas Party

The Lake-Lehman Girls Basketball Team recently held their annual Christmas party at Grotto Pizza,
Harvey’s Lake. Each player brought an unwrapped toy that was donated to The Toys for Tots Foundation. They enjoyed pizza, homemade desserts, laughter, a Secret Santa bingo and a meet and greet
with players and coaches. Those attending, front row, from left, are: Chase Purdy, Sarah Salus, Corrina
Scoblick, Casey Dale, Madison Brdaric, Emma Stroud, Maggie Paciga, Savanna Eneboe, Addie Kleintob
and Ashley Solack. Standing, Hannah Kline, Jessica Salus, Savannah Purdy, Courtney Henninger, Janelle
Cawley, Hailey Kubiski, Autumn Savitski, Madison Borum, Hunter Kline, Devin Lindley, Halle Jones
and Lindsey Sayre.
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Dallas Rotary Club and J&J Deli team
up to help the Salvation Army
On December 9th and
10th the Dallas Rotary Club
rang the bells for the Salvation
Army bringing in hundreds of
dollars to help with their seasonal mission to provide a nice
holiday for families in need.
They were also pleased to accept a generous check from
J&J Deli in Dallas to help fill
their red kettle.
Shown in photo, from left
are: Past District Governor Art
Peoples and Past President
Todd Buckley from the Dallas
Rotary Club rang the bells in
front of the Wine and Spirits
shop on Route 309 in Dallas.

Above: the owner and wait staff from J&J Deli, 3101 Memorial Highway, Dallas, presented a check for $400
to Rotary Past President Ken Chapple to deliver to the Salvation Army. From left are: Hollie Holthaus,
Amy Maseychik, Breanna Covert, Rotarian Ken Chapple, Owner John Wertman, Kelly Klee, and Ceri
Mulligan.

Wyoming Seminary Announces Upper School Dean’s List

Wyoming Seminary Dean Jay Harvey has announced the Back Mountain students named to the Upper School
Dean’s List for the fall trimester of the 2016-2017 academic year.
Dean’s List High Honors: Bobby Austin, Dallas; Liam Barrett, Shavertown; Aishani Chauhan, Shavertown;
Michael Doggett, Shavertown; Bernard Frantz, Shavertown; Kyle Hromisin, Dallas; Andrew Kim, Dallas; Michael Kim, Dallas; Cassandra Kizis, Dallas; Alyssa Kristeller, Shavertown; Nicole Rose Lukesh, Wyoming; Duncan Lumia, Dallas; Sarah Maseychik, Dallas; Olivia Meuser, Shavertown; Ariana Michak, Shavertown; David
Nape, Shavertown; Zane Nardone, Shavertown; Daniel Paglia, Shavertown; Mia Raineri, Shavertown; Andrew
Schukraft, Dallas; Jacob Stefanowicz, Harveys Lake; Spencer Stirewalt, Shavertown; Levi Sunday-Lefkowitz,
Shavertown; Samuel Sweitzer, Dallas; Yonah Wasik, Harveys Lake; Thomas Weil, Dallas; Dominic Wright, Dallas; Alexander Zaykowski, Dallas.
Dean’s List: Nicole Amoachi, Shavertown; J. Gregory Banks, Dallas; Katarina Banks, Dallas; Kathryn
Barilla, Dallas; Ava Baur, Shavertown; Arianna Bufalino, Wyoming; Nicolas Bufalino, Wyoming; Carly Clemente, Dallas; Avery Conyngham, Shavertown; Madison Federici, Dallas; Elena Fenster, Shavertown; Noah Hammerman, Shavertown; Rebecca Hammerman, Shavertown; Alexander Meuser, Shavertown; Genevieve Nardone,
Dallas; Olivia Ostrowski, Dallas; Philip Ouellette, Dallas; Benjamin Paglia, Shavertown; Sarah Schulman, Shavertown; Mei Snow, Dallas.
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Intern completes 4-week long program
with Meadows Nursing and Rehab

EEI is pleased to congratulate Amanda Holmes, a graduate dietetic intern from Marywood University that recently completed her 4-week
long term care rotation at the Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center. She assisted our Clinical Dietitian Rebecca Sims with nutritional assessments, care planning and participated in various interdisciplinary meetings. Shown in photo above from left are: Amanda
Holmes and Rebecca Sims, RD, LDN.

Ecumenical Enterprises, Inc. participated in
“Toys for Tots” Campaign
During the holiday season, the
United State Marine Corps sponsors a “Toys for Tots” campaign
that makes the season brighter for
thousands of children.
Staff and friends of the Meadows Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center, Dallas, as well Garden
Village Apartments in Pittston
and Midtowne Apartments in
Wyoming joined in this campaign
and collected an array of toys for
children of all ages. All three facilities are owned and operated by
Ecumenical Enterprises, Inc.
Shown with donated toys for
the “Toys for Tots” campaign from
left are: Amy Belles, Community
Services; Sgt. Michael Pastore
and Toys for Tots Volunteer, Dennis Neyman.
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The Alter and Rosary Society of Saint Therese’s Church in Shavertown
recently held their annual Christmas Luncheon

Enjoying their visit at the annual luncheon, above from left are: Shirley Type, Patti Gallagher, Dottie
Gregory (standing), Jack Gallagher, and Father James Alco.

The Alter and Rosary Society of Saint Therese’s Church in Shavertown held their annual Christmas Luncheon on Sunday, December
4, 2016 at the Irem Clubhouse in Dallas. Above from left: Fran
Ochman along with her sister Mary Petty greeted guests at the luncheon.

Above: Father Paisley shares in a moment of laughter with Len and
Judy Greskiewicz.
Above: Friends from St. Therese’s in Shavertown gathered above at the annual Christmas Luncheon.
From left are: Andrea Mosca, Tom Mosca (standing), Peg Collett, Brenda Calkins, Betty Hudak and
Betty Levitsky.

Pictured at the St. Therese’s Alter and Rosary Society Christmas Luncheon, from left are,
executive committee members:
Father James Paisley, Shirley
Type, Dottie Gregory, Patti
Gallagher, Marge Janosik, Betsy Balonis, Mary Gillis, Father
John Albosta and Father James
Alco.
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Tunkhannock Rotary Club makes holiday season merrier
for children in Bourger Women with Children Program
The Tunkhannock Rotary Club recently
made the holidays a little merrier by donating $350 to the Ruth Matthews Bourger
Women with Children Program at Misericordia University. The gift supports the
Christmas Eve Bags program that provides
presents to the children of the single mothers enrolled at Misericordia.
The Tunkhannock Rotary Club presented the Ruth Matthews Bourger Women
with Children Program at Misericordia
University with a $350 gift in support of
the Christmas Eve Bags program. Participating in the ceremonial check presentation, from left, are Sandy Johnson, assistant
director, Bourger Women with Children
Program; Katherine Pohlidal, director,
Bourger Women with Children Program;
Anny Way, president, Tunkhannock Rotary
Club, and Sister Jean Messaros, RSM, vice
president, mission integration.

Dallas Rotary brings Christmas cheer to the
young and young at heart

Wyoming Sem student wins annual
Lower School Geography Bee

Alvin Tuo of Kingston, a seventh-grade student at Wyoming Seminary
Lower School and the son of Mr. Dajun Tuo and Dr. Ge Xiao, recently
survived seven rounds to win the school-level competition of the National Geographic Bee contest and a chance to continue on to state
competition.
Kelly Santo of Dallas, sixth grade, daughter of Ms. Jennifer Santo, was
runner-up. Tuo and Santo were among 52 students from grades 5-8 to
compete in the contest. The school-level Bee, which requires students to
answer oral questions on U.S. states, U.S. history, Ocean Wonders, the
continents, science and other categories, was the first round in the 29th
annual National Geographic Bee.
Seen following the conclusion of the Sem Lower School National Geographic Bee are, from left: Alvin Tuo, Bee winner; William Davis, Bee
moderator and Sem social studies faculty; and Kelly Santo, Bee runner-up.

On December 9th the Rotary Club of Dallas provided a beautiful Christmas party luncheon and gifts for
60 members of the Dallas Active Adult Center at Fred DiMaria’s Appletree Terrace in Dallas. They were
entertained by Santa played by Richard Burkhardt and were led in the singing of Christmas carols by
Rotarian Eric Martin. Gathering above, front from left: Randi Teed and Trinity Sprague, volunteers from
Misericordia University, Rotarians Consuelo Gogates-Martin, Eric Martin, Fred DiMaria. Standing behind
are: Rotarians Sandy Peoples, John Doerfler, Maureen Doerfler, and Laurie DiMaria.
The Rotary Club of Dallas recently hosted its annual Christmas shopping spree for 45 Back Mountain children from the school districts of Dallas, Lake Lehman and Northwest. The Davis Bus Company provided
a school bus to take the children to McDonald’s in Shavertown where a complimentary breakfast was provided. Then they were off to the Bon Ton at the Midway Shopping Center where they were treated to coats,
boots, hats, mittens and outfits for school. They were treated to a party by employees of the Bon Ton, and
each child had their picture taken with Santa. The Dallas Rotary Club provided a generous shopping allowance for each child, and a discount coupon from the Bon Ton stretched their shopping dollars even further.
The Rotarians raised the money through their annual fall charity golf tournament, their annual summer
wine festival, and generous donations from foundations at a local church.

Boback Receives Guardian of Small
Business Award
Rep. Karen Boback
(R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) was
honored to receive the
Guardian of Small Business award from the
National Federation of
Independent Business
(NFIB). This award is
based on a voting record which encourages
growth and support of
small businesses. Pictured with Boback is
Neal Lesher, legislative
director of NFIB.
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Fern Wood Manor residents enjoyed Holiday Party, Activities

The halls and walls of Fern Wood Manor were
decked out for the Holiday season. The annual
Christmas party was held with residents, family,
and staff in attendance. Saint Nicholas “Santa”
(Matthew Pall) took time from his busy schedule
to chat and lend an ear to residents and yes, Elvis
(Bobby Balliet) was in the building to perform for
the residents. All enjoyed his rendition of Elvis’
gospel and holiday music.
The residents also enjoyed visits from Girl
Scout Troop 30102. Throughout the year, the
Scouts visit Fern Wood Manor and participate in
Holiday activities such as decorating the Christmas Tree and dying Easter Eggs during the Easter Holiday season. The residents enjoy spending
time with this young group of girls. Residents and
staff of Fern Wood Manor would like to wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year.

Dinners for Kids Program at Misericordia University
makes holidays merrier for children

The Dinners for Kids Program at Misericordia University made the holidays a little brighter for young
children in the Dallas School District by shopping, wrapping and delivering presents to the family. Participating in the present wrapping get-together, first row from left, are Christina DeMeo, William Faust, Carly
Kandel, Susan McDonald, Ph.D., L.S.W., chair of the Department of Social Work; Juli Stella, Olivia Mayorowski, and Lucia Walkowiak. Second row, Amanda Clark, Victoria Washick, and David Hage, M.S.W.,
L.S.W., C.-A.S.W.C.M., assistant professor of social work.
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Sweet Valley Area Dallas Borough Announces Schedule
Crime Watch
for the Curbside Pick Up, Recycling of
The Sweet Valley Area Crime
Watch meets monthly on the second Christmas Trees
Tuesday every month, 7:00 PM at
the Sweet Valley Church of Christ,
5439 Main Road, Sweet Valley. For
information call 570-477-3655.
Together Gathering In Fellowship - FREE & meets on 3rd
Friday every month at 7:00 PM at
the Sweet Valley Church of Christ.
Refreshments provided.

Winter Parking
Reminder for
Residents of
Dallas Township

Residents of Dallas Township are
reminded that, except in locations
whereby Ordinance restrictions are
more severe, the Township’s Winter
Parking Ordinance prohibits vehicles from parking on Township
roads and streets from November 1,
2016 through April 30, 2017, inclusive, between 6:00PM and 6:00AM.
This allows the Dallas Township
Road Department to effectively
clear streets and roads of snow. The
Winter Parking Ordinance is in effect regardless of whether or not it
snows. Police will enforce the winter parking ban as part of their night
patrol duties.

The Dallas Borough Road Department will commence curbside collection of Christmas trees on January 3, 2017 and continue through until
January 20, 2017. Christmas trees must have all decorations removed
prior to being placed curbside. Do NOT place trees on the roadway or
in swales/ditches.
Residents are to refrain from placing their trees curbside prior to weather predictions for snow and/or freezing rain events.
Dallas Borough thanks our residents for their assistance and cooperation in the Christmas tree collection program. Any questions or comments may be directed to the Administrative Office at 570-675-1389.

Kingston Township schedules Christmas
Tree pickup

The annual Christmas Tree collection program is set to begin January
3 to January 31, 2017. The Kingston Township Public Works Department will collect trees placed curbside between the hours of 7:00am
and 3:00pm. Trees must be void of bags, ornaments, lights and stands.
Items left on the trees pose a safety hazard when the trees are ground
for mulch.
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Dallas Lions Club “Rang the Bells”
for the Salvation Army

Composting site reopens on Route 118

The Dallas Area Municipal Authority Composting Site on Route
118, Lehman will reopen for the collection of trees during the following
times: Monday and Tuesday, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm; Friday 10:00 am to
7:00 pm; Saturday, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm; Sunday, 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm.,
closed Wednesdays and Thursdays.
The D.A.M.A. Composting site will officially be closed for the Winter as of January 9, 2017.

The Dallas Lions Club “Rang the Bells” for the Salvation Army at the
Wine And Spirits Store in Dallas during the week of December 5. The
Club has been ringing the bells for the past several years and was visited by Santa on his recent rounds around the Back Mountain. Shown
above from the left, are: Lions President Dr. David Spring, Santa, and
Lions Dan Corbett and Don Berlew. The Dallas Lions Club is conducting a membership campaign. Anyone who would like to serve their
community is invited to join by contacting membership chairman,
Larry Spaciano at 570-760-9540 or any member of the club. The club
meets the second and fourth Wednesday of each month at the Checkerboard Inn.

Constituent
Outreach
Programs
Offered Monthly
at Kaufer’s
District Office

In an effort to make a wide
array of services easily available
to residents of the 120th District,
Rep. Aaron Kaufer (R-Luzerne)
reminds constituents of four constituent outreach programs offered
each month at his district office, located at 161 Main St. in Luzerne.
Small Business Advocacy Program. On the second Thursday of
the month, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., a
counselor from the Wilkes University Small Business Development
Center (SBDC) will be available
to help existing business owners
grow their business, explore new
markets, plan strategically and
operate with confidence. Appointments are required.
Career and Educational Planning. On the second Friday of the
month, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Angeline Abraham, academic specialist from Educational Opportunity
Centers Inc. (EOC), will be available to offer free counseling in
college admissions, financial aid,
career planning and more. Adults,
dislocated workers and career
changers are encouraged to schedule an appointment.
Veterans Assistance Hours. On
the third Thursday of the month,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Gina Svoboda, department service officer
with the American Legion, will be
available to assist veterans, their
spouses and their dependents with
a range of issues including compensation, pensions, death benefits, education and health care, as
well as many other veteran related
issues. Appointments are required.
Disability Advocacy Program.
On the fourth Friday of the month,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Bob Fox,
from the Center for Independent
Living (CIL), will be available to
assist persons with disabilities,
ages 18 and over. Appointments
are required.
For information about these outreaches, or to schedule an appointment in advance, call Kaufer’s district office at 570-283-1001.
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LEGION LOGBOOK

Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post
672 has had a few busy months and is now preparing for the New Year.
The Children’s Christmas Party was held
on December 18 and was well-attended. A Turkey Raffle was held on November 20 with the
proceeds used for the party. On November 5
the Honor Guard participated in Representative
Boback’s Salute to Veterans. On November 6, Clarence J. Michael
Shavertown United Methodist C hurch honored Past Commander
Dallas American
veterans and the Legion Honor Guard participatLegion, Post 672
ed. This was held to benefit the Lt. Michael J.
Cleary Fund by the Tuesday Ecumenical Mens’
Group. A donation of $1,000 was given to the Shriners’ Childrens Hospital. $1,000 was given to the Back Mountain Food Bank; $1,000 was
given to the Noxen Food Bank; and $1,000 was given to the WilkesBarre Food Kitchen. The Back Mountain Memorial Library was given
$500 in honor of all veterans.
Monies accrued by the Post are utilized for community projects
especially at Christmas time. Bob Perks was thanked for his donation
of a sound system to the Legion. A Pearl Harbor Day breakfast was
held on December 12 and was well-attended. We are losing our World
War II veterans every day and we must remember the sacrifice of this
“greatest Generation”!
Remember the 82nd Pennsylvania Annual Essay Contest for Grades
9-12. The topic is, “Should the American Flag Be Protected From Desecration? Explain Your Rationale.” For further information you can
contact me at (570) 675-0488. Cash prizes are awarded. Commander
Jim Baloga also wanted me to tell you that the Oratorical Contest on the
Constitution will be judged in January. He also wanted me to remind
you that our Annual Pig Roast will be held in February. More information will be forthcoming.
Our next meeting will be held on the first Tuesday in January 2017.
All members are encouraged to attend, and anyone who wishes to join
may also attend. Commander Jim Baloga and all the members of our
Post 672 wish everyone a Happy New Year. GOD BLESS AMERICA!

Misericordia
program to discuss
use of oral histories
to research and
preserve history of
mining in the region

The Misericordia University
Department of History and Government will celebrate Mining History Month with a panel discussion
exploring the use of oral histories
to research and preserve the rich
history of mining in Northeastern
Pennsylvania.
The event, “Oral Histories in
Northeastern Pennsylvania: Purposes and Projects,” will be held
Wednesday, Jan. 25, from 7-8:30
p.m. in the Catherine Evans McGowan Room of the Mary Kintz
Bevevino Library. It is free and
open to the public.

Applications for
Bingo Announced
The Lehman Jackson Elementary PTO will hold a Monthly BINGO
Pennsylvania
on Saturday, January 28th, 2017 at the Jackson Township Fire Hall. Doors
House Scholarships open at 6:30 PM and the first game starts at 7 PM. The cost is $10 for ten
regular BINGO games. There will also be special games and a 50/50 drawNow Available,
ing. Jackpot is up to $500.
To reserve your spot for the game please visit www.lje-pta.com/bingo
Says Boback

High school seniors can now
apply for a Pennsylvania House
of Representatives Scholarship
to help cover the costs of higher
education, Rep. Karen Boback (RLackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming)
announced today.
Each year, two students preparing for post-secondary education
are awarded four-year scholarships
through the program. It is open
to graduating high school seniors
who are Pennsylvania residents
with plans to attend a Pennsylvania
college, university or career school
as a full-time student. Students
must have attained a minimum 3.0
cumulative grade point average in
high school in order to be eligible
for the scholarship. A student’s
commitment to community, leadership qualities, extracurricular activities and financial need are also
taken into consideration.
To apply, interested students
should visit www.RepBoback.com
and click on House Scholarship
Information. The application deadline is March 1.

or contact Christin at 570-690-4301.
Food and beverages will be available for purchase. For Bingo updates
join the BINGO at Jackson Township Fire Hall, Chase Road Facebook
group.

Misericordia University program to discuss use of oral histories
to research and preserve history of mining in the region
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Lake-Lehman Junior High
Students of the Month

Each month the faculty and staff at Lake-Lehman Jr/Sr High School
recognize four Students of the Month based on their demonstration
of citizenship, leadership and scholarship. Pictured with Principal
Douglas Klopp are the October Students of the Month. Above from
left are: Brady Newman, Krista Scoblick, Hannah Matysik and Walker Kmetz.
The Misericordia University Department of History and Government will celebrate Mining History Month
with a panel discussion exploring the use of oral histories to research and preserve the rich history of mining in Northeastern Pennsylvania. The event, “Oral Histories in Northeastern Pennsylvania: Purposes and
Projects,” will be held Wednesday, Jan. 25, from 7-8:30 p.m. in the Catherine Evans McGowan Room of the
Mary Kintz Bevevino Library. It is free and open to the public. For additional information, please contact
Dr. Black by email at Jblack2@misericordia.edu or by telephone at (570) 674-1491.
Inside the breaker: The use of oral histories to record and preserve what took place in the mines of the
Wyoming Valley, will be the topic of a Mining History Month panel discussion at Misericordia University on
Jan. 25 at 7 p.m. in the Mary Kintz Bevevino Library. Photo by Lewis Hine, “A view of Ewen Breaker, South
Pittston… A kind of slave driver sometimes stands over the boys, prodding or kicking them into obedience,”
(1911), NCLC Coll., Library of Congress (LC-DIG-nclc-01137).

The following Lake-Lehman JH students have been selected based
on their demonstration of leadership, scholarship and citizenship as
our September Students of the Month: Above in photo from left are:
Madison Lasinski, Tanner Manzoni, Principal Doug Klopp, Maxwell
Paczewski and Annika Meeker.
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THE FINANCIAL EQUATION:

Five Tips to Prepare
For Taxes
By Martin A. Federici, Jr.,
CEO of MF Advisers, Inc. &
MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.

It’s that time of year – tax preparation
season will be here before you know it! I’m sure some of you dread this
time of year, but I’ve got a few suggestions that can make it a bit more
bearable and help you in the long run.
1. If you’re not the do-it-yourself type, hire an experienced, professional
tax preparer to handle your returns. Stay away from the generic chain
tax prep services – they tend to significantly overcharge for preparing
returns…as in charging by the form (which we view as being a rip-off)
instead of using an hourly rate (much fairer).
2. Make sure you have all needed tax documents. Sounds simple enough,
but being organized about collecting your tax documents (where did I put
that W-2?) makes life much easier for your preparer (and you too)!
3. Your preparer should ask you many questions, especially if it is the
first time they are preparing your returns. Even after the first year, personal/financial situations change over time, and any qualified tax preparer will know to ask the important questions (law changes, new possible
deductions, etc.) so you don’t leave anything on the table.
4. If you work with a CPA, hopefully they offer advice for your specific
tax situation during and after preparing your returns. This can be very
important for not only the current year (can a traditional IRA contribution
lower your tax bill?) but the following year as well (should you contribute more to you 401(k) at work?). Offering suggestions that can improve
the amount you get back (or help you pay less than you have in the past)
can be very valuable for some.
5. Your tax professional should be willing to speak with any other professionals you have hired. There are many reasons why insurance professionals, professional financial advisors, attorneys, etc. should speak
to your tax preparer (with your permission of course) to coordinate on
issues that may be important and need to be looked at from different perspectives. This way, you get the input of trusted professionals on issues
that overlap into several areas of your personal financial/tax situation.
Find an experienced local tax preparer who works for a professional
tax preparation firm, earns his/her money from hourly/job fees (NOT
charging by the form), believes in helping their clients improve their tax/
financial situations, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a
salesman, and chances are you’ve found the right tax preparer to help you
with your tax situation.
For more information, please visit http://www.mftax.com, email marty@mftax.com, or call (570) 760-6524.
About MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. is a
full-service tax preparation & accounting firm based in PA & FL specializing in tax preparation, tax planning & advice, and accounting services.
With 10+ years of licensed experience, over 10 years of professional
education, and an unwavering commitment to helping you, MF Tax &
Accounting, Inc. is the tax & accounting firm to best serve YOU.
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
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Wyoming Seminary Lower School Students donate gifts
to Children and Youth

Wyoming Seminary Lower
School students recently participated
in the school’s annual Holiday Gift
Giving Community Service Project,
benefitting the Luzerne County Children and Youth Social Services. Two
hundred students in grades 4-8 and
school faculty and staff purchased
more than 200 gifts and donated
them to Children and Youth, which
distributes the gifts to needy children
later in December. This is the 22nd
year that Lower School students
have participated in the gift-giving
program.
Leaders of the school’s Blue and
White teams are seen with Children
and Youth staff and the collected
gifts; from left: Ethan Kruger, eighth
grade, Shavertown, White Team leader; Abigail Santo, eighth grade, Dallas, White Team Leader; Nicole Lahart,
Children and Youth caseworker; Heather Paglia, eighth grade, Shavertown, Blue Team leader. Not present for
photo: John Coates, eighth grade, Mifflinville, Blue Team leader.

Trucksville Kindergarten Performs Thanksgiving Program
The Kindergarten Class at Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center recently performed a Thanksgiving
Program for their families. The Program included a telling of the story of
the first Thanksgiving thru narration
and song. The children also had the
opportunity to say what they are most
thankful for individually. The program
was followed by a Thanksgiving Feast.
Shown in photo, front row from left
are: Clara Kemmerer, Thomas Rogers,
Jack Williams, Nuala Long, and Marie
Kohl. back row are: Gabriella Pellegrini, Andrew Kilduff, Angelo Carpenetti,
Teacher-Sue Collins, Gavin Novrocki,
and Michaela Greco.

The West Side CTC has chosen Parker Dieffenbach as the
November Titan of the Month

The West Side CTC has chosen Parker Dieffenbach as the
November Titan of the Month. Parker is a senior in the Culinary Program and past-president of the National Technical
Honor Society. Parker was nominated for Titan of the Month
because he is always eager to get involved at school and in the
community. In addition to his academic achievements, Parker
is involved in SkillsUSA, Student Council, where he served
as an officer, and in various fund-raising activities. Along with
school activities, Parker achieved the Eagle Scout designation in 2014 after spearheading the installation of 2 reflective
welcome signs for the Swoyersville Borough. The signs are
dedicated to our nation’s armed forces. Parker is an all-around
good student and future community leader.
Titan of the Month is sponsored by Pizza Bella. From Left:
Richard Rava, Assistant Director/Principal; Parker Dieffenbach, Culinary Arts Program.
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Lake-Lehman Marching Band participated in the Tournament
of Bands in Hershey
The Lake-Lehman Marching
Band participated in the Tournament of Bands ACC competition in
Hershey, PA on Sunday, November
6, 2016. The band performed their
2016 production entitled, “Shadowdances,” with music by Alex
Yoder and Chad Gay and placed
eighth, earning their highest score
of the season.
The Lake-Lehman Colorguard
earned first place and “Best Auxiliary” recognition at the Tournament
of Bands ACC competition in Hershey, PA on Sunday, November 6,
2016.
Lake-Lehman Senior Andrew
Leahy was the recipient of the 2016
National Judges Association/Tournament of Bands Scholarship in the
amount of $1500.00.
The Lake-Lehman Marching Band is under the direction of
Ms. Cheryl Kulikowski, Assistant
Director, Ms. Melody Rentshcler,
Visual Coordinator and Colorguard
Design, Mr. Brian Marsh, Percussion Instructors, Ms. Rebecca
Osiecki, Mr. Brendan Carter, and
Mr. David Gambal, Visual Tech,
Mr. Pat Stanley, Drill Writer, Mr.
Pete ReHill, Colorguard Instructors, Ms. Kait Martin and Jessica
Geiger, and Wind Instructor, Mr.
Matthew Miller.
Photos taken by Photography
by Andy.

Above in photo are members of the Marching Band, first row: Gwen Tereska, Caleb DePiero, Samantha
Mihalko. Second row: Katie Kostrobala, Mason Price, Bailey White, Tanner Manzoni. Third row: Dakota
Williams, Emily Shirey, Abby Winter, Connor Price, Collin MacMullen, Cierra Snyder, Carly Trapani,
Madison Chulick, Justin Doran, Lacey Carey. Fourth row: Sierra Titus, Nik Antinnes, Dillon Ide, Kailee
Steele, Katie Kaminski, Andrew Leahy, Evan Judge, Zack Zaleskas, Dale White, Charlie Wilson, David
Miller, and Mikayla Kidd.

Scholarship: Mr. Doug Klopp, Principal; Andrew Leahy; and
Ms. Cheryl Kulikowski, Director of Bands.
Colorguards: Front, Lacey Carey, Dakota Williams. Standing behind are: Mikayla Kidd and , Sierra Titus.

Gary Michak to
Run for Magistrate
in 2017

Back Mountain attorney
and resident
Gary A. Michak will announce his
candidacy for
magistrate
in the Back
Mountain for
District Court 11-03-09 later in January. The current magistrate, James
Tupper, is retiring after the current
term. Michak said, “I have the utmost
respect for Justice Tupper and would
be honored to succeed him in the next
term. My campaign will kick-off in
later in January, but I want to start getting the word out to my friends, neighbors, and supporters now.”
This is Michak’s first time running for public office. Through his
Shavertown practice, Michak Law, he
has been serving as the community as
an attorney specializing in family law
and has been voted Best Back Mountain Attorney for eight years’ running.
In addition to his law practice, he was
also nationally ranked in karate and
operated several karate schools locally.
Michak’s wife Courtney Burgess-Michak owns and operates a Valor Counseling in Shavertown. Together the
Michak’s, along with their two children, Arianna and Thomas, have lived
in the Back Mountain for 14 years.
“As a business owner and attorney
in Shavertown for over 12 years, I consider myself very fortunate to live and
work in our community. This community has been very good to me and my
family, and I would be honored to serve
as our next magistrate”, said Michak.
Michak has argued hundreds of cases
in front of this very bench and is well
versed in the civil and criminal issues
facing the Back Mountain. Michak
added, “I believe our elected officials’
jobs should be to ensure our community’s safety, promote a positive environment for families to live in, students to
learn in, and businesses to grow in. We
live in a remarkable community, filled
with talented and educated people who
share a deep appreciation for where we
live and work.”
Gary and his campaign team will
be organizing outreach events and opportunities to meet the candidate in the
coming weeks and months. Community members interested in supporting
Gary can reach him at (570) 255-5500
or via email at garymichak@epix.net.

Community News • January 2017 • Page 24

