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The Annual Rummage Sale for the Dallas High School 
Lock In Party will be held in April

Pictured with some of the great items that will be available for purchase at the Dallas High School Lock In 
Rummage Sale, from left, are: Amy Thomas, Pam Robbins, Maria Lukasavage, and Carolyn Karosa.
                                                                                                                                                       Continued on page 6.
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We Care. 
Help Support our Back Mountain 

Businesses & Shop Local.

Deadline for the May issue of the 
Back Mountain Community News is 

Tuesday, April 27, at 9:00 am.

Please note: Due to some email concerns with Comcast not always 
being reliable, if you send an email to:

communitynews123@comcast.net and you receive a return
message undeliverable - please forward to 

lisapretko@icloud.com 

Back Mountain Food Pantry serving 
residents in the Dallas, Lake-Lehman 
School Districts
      The Back Mountain Food Pantry is open and continues to serve residents 
of the Dallas and Lake Lehman School Districts. Are you or someone you 
know in need of food due to economic conditions or other hardship? We are 
here to help. The Back Mountain Food Pantry works in conjunction with 
CEO and the Weinberg Food Bank. We are located in the lower level of the 
Trucksville Methodist Church Educational Building, 40 Knob Hill Road, 
Trucksville. Call us at 570-696-2917 and leave a message. Someone will 
return your call.
       If you would like to help provide for others in our community, dona-
tions of nonperishable food may be dropped off at Hilbert’s Tractor Store 
in Dallas, Cook’s Pharmacy in Shavertown, and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Dallas during regular business hours. This month, donations of macaroni 
and cheese would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for helping feed our 
community.

Son’s of the American Legion Post 672 
announces meeting
      Son’s of the American Legion Post 672, of the Dallas American Legion, 
Dallas, PA, announces that there will be a meeting on Monday, April 5, 
2021 at 6:30 pm  at the post home.  The meeting is for the purpose of finding 
officer’s for the upcoming membership year.  For more information contact 
John Emil, Sr., at jemil1947@aol.com.

Sweet Valley 
Volunteer Fire 
Company
fund raiser
dinner planned
        Drive-thru/Take-out Beef Din-
ner planned at the Sweet Valley Vol-
unteer Fire Company, 5383 Main 
Rd, Sweet Valley. Will serve a drive 
thru / take-out beef dinner on Satur-
day, April 24.   Price is $10.00 per 
dinner.  No dessert or drink will be 
included. 
      Dinners will be served from 
4:00pm to 6:00pm.  We ask that you 
remain in your cars and the dinners 
will be brought out to you.  Check 
our Facebook page for updated in-
formation or call 570-477-5121.

Back Mountain Railroad Club 
announces activities
       The Back Mountain Railroad Club is chugging through the pandemic tun-
nel with light at the end in sight. The club is holding a Zoom meeting on April 
26 at 6:30 PM. The club is selling tickets for a Father’s Day raffle of 10 prizes 
which include various gauge trains, cars and accessories. Price of tickets is $5 
each or 5 for $20.
        A train show and sale held outside in the parking lot with a limited open 
house is scheduled for Saturday, June 12 from 10AM to 3PM and Sunday, June 
13 from 11AM to 3PM at the club house, “The Trax at Twin Stax” in the Twin 
Stacks complex on Memorial Highway in Dallas. There will be no charge for 
vendors but they must bring their own tables.  In case of bad weather, it will 
be held in the hallway inside of the Twin Stacks complex. For more informa-
tion on this event contact Don at 570-704-7309. Watch for more information 
and news of coming activities this summer and fall.  New members, railfans, 
model railroad fans, scale modelers and enthusiasts are all welcome. For more 
information on the club and events call Ray at 570-430-8639 or Wayne at 570-
417-2995. Masks and social distancing are required at this time.



       The  Dairy 
Court will soon be 
crowning the Lu-
zerne County Dairy 
Princess for 2021-
2022! Applicants 
must be between 16 
and 23 years old.  
The Dairy Prin-
cess should have 
some experience 
with the dairy in-
dustry. Dairy court 
members spend 
time advocating 
for farmers and the 
dairy industry, and 
helping at various 
events including 
fairs and festivals. 
       We teach con-
sumers to buy 
Pennsylvania milk 
by looking for the 
plant code #42 or 
the PA preferred 
symbol on their 
milk container. The 
Dairy Court raises 
funds for the Fill a Glass With Hope program. This money goes directly to Weinberg Food Bank, enabeling them to 
purchase fresh milk to be distributed directly to local families who need it. Dairy Court members also teach classes 
at local schools, daycares, and libraries, and remind children(and parents) to include at least 3 servings of dairy in 
each day, we teach them how milk gets from a farm to their house, and also about the 9 essential nutrients found 
in milk and dairy!
       If you would like more information about the Luzerne County Dairy Court,  please get in touch with us! You 
can contact us through face book on the Luzerne County Dairy Princess Promotions Team page. You can contact 
our chairperson Sandy Traver at 1-570-665-9227. And remember to get at least 3 servings of dairy every day!
      Shown in photo are:  Dairy Maid Juliet Price, Dairy Princess Toni Traver, Alternate Princess Ally Steltz, seated 
Dairy Ambassador Kaelyn Traver.
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Candidates sought for Luzerne County Dairy Princess Back Mountain Memorial Library 
announces the addition of new
Memorial Books
       In Memory of Mr. Zelino A. Vici, “The Old West” by Stephen G. Hys-
lop, presented by Yorath and Rosemary Evans. In Memory of Aleta Adan-
osky-Hunter, “Come Fly the World: the jet-age story of the women of Pan 
Am” by Julia Cooke, presented by Janet Marchakitus.
     The following books are in Memory of Michael Balberchak and are 
presented by Dorothy Lapasnick and Family: “101 Things I Learned in En-
gineering School” by John Kuprenas. “Unforgettable Journeys: slow down 
and see the world”.
       HONOR: In Honor of Paul Buddy O’Malia, for his excellence in 
education and mentoring at-risk youth, “Hitting Rock Bottom: new begin-
nings for at-risk youth” by Gary J. Rose, presented by Jimmy Leib and Joan 
Churbock.

Mark your calendar for the 75th 
Libary Auction
        Mark your calendar for the 75th Back Mountain Memorial Library 
Auction planned for August 12, 13, 14 and 15 (rain date August 16). 
      Due to the uncertainty of the pandemic, Chairperson Gary Dymond 
indicated that the auction will be held a month later than usual. “Preliminary 
plans are being made with the sincere hope that we can have a full auction 
this year,” he continued. “One thing is for sure, in light of the overwhelm-
ing popularity of last year’s raffle baskets, they will be back!”  The auction 
committee’s desire is to have 75 raffle baskets to choose from in order to 
commemorate the auction’s 75th anniversary.
     The kickoff dinner that precedes the auction each year has been moved 
to July 19 at Apple Tree Terrace at 7:00 pm.
     Auction volunteers are always needed so don’t hesitate to contact the 
library if you are willing to offer a helping hand. More details to come. 
    Donations are being accepted for antiques, new goods or gently used 
goods, and furniture that can be 
auctioned off or sold at one of the 
booths during the auction. Items not 
acceptable are clothing, electronics, 
mattresses, bedding, used tires and 
perishable items.
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Beynon Beautiful, Dallas, hosts basket raffle fund 
raiser for CBH Ministries
    CBH Ministry and Cancer Foun-
dation has a mission to help make 
a difference to those who may be 
struggling from the challenges that 
a cancer diagnosis may bring. The 
foundation may be called upon to 
help brighten the day of someone 
either spiritually, emotionally, phys-
ically or financially, and they are 
there to offer help and hope. 
     When Debbie Beynon, owner 
of Beynon Beautiful Hair and Skin 
Care, located at 3505 Memorial 
Highway in Dallas, learned of the 
CBH Ministry mission, she volun-
teered to help the cause with a large 
basket raffle.  The basket raffle is 
currently underway and the draw-
ings will be held on April 11th. 
Tickets can be purchase on CBH’s 
website, www.cdhministry.com or 
at the Salon. The baskets were do-
nated by individuals and businesses 
within the community, all willing to 
help make a difference in the lives 
of others. 
    In addition to the basket raffle, 
the salon is also raising funds with 
their, “Wall of Flowers” created as 
a rememberance of a loved one who 
has passed.  And by visiting the sa-
lon, you can also take part in their 
pin the horn on the unicorn fund 
raiser.  Masks are required.  
   For more information on the 
events happening at Beynon Beauti-
ful, visit their facebook page or call 
570-675-4222.       

Shown in photo above are: Samm, Katy, salon owner Debbie, and Katie 
from Beynon Beautiful. Doug and Michelle Higgins, founders of CBH 
Ministry are so grateful to the salon for hosting the basket raffle fund 
raiser and helping to bring hope to others. 

Above are some of the many raffle baskets on display at the Salon along 
with the “Wall of Flowers”.
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HELP WANTED
Person to do yard work and 

maintenance on large property 
on regular basis. 

Dallas between Harveys Lake 
and Route 309.

Call  570-849-0235

Food Pantry in 
Sweet Valley open
     The new food pantry in Sweet Val-
ley, located inside the Church of Christ 
on Main Road in Sweet Valley will be 
open to those in need of food on the 
first Friday of each month. Food do-
nations are also being accepted.  For 
more information call 570-477-2320.

Email your community news
 information and photos to:

Back Mountain Community News at: 
communitynews123@comcast.net. 

To read the paper online free of charge, 
visit: www.communitynewsonline.net. 

For advertising information call 
570-674-7772. 

Serving the community for
16 years with 

All Good News ... 
Where Community Matters.

Fishermen’s 
breakfast planned
      Join us for a Covid style, drive-
up / donation only breakfast on  
April 3, serving from  6:00am to 
11:00am at the Alderson United 
Methodist Church, 1201 Lakeside 
Drive, Harveys Lake. Will be serv-
ing breakfast burrito - PA mild salsa 
/ ketchup, Sunny D, Sweet roll, 
Fruit and Candy. Call Sally at 570-
333-4218 with questions.

Yard Waste Curbside Recycling 
Schedule and Regulations
       The Dallas Borough Road Department will begin weekly curbside yard 
waste collection beginning the week of May 10, 2021 weather permitting. 
Residents are asked not to place yard waste recycling containers curbside 
prior to the beginning of the collection season.
       There is a $25 annual permit required for residents to participate in the 
curbside yard waste collection program.   Residents may visit the borough 
office during normal business hours, mail a check, or utilize the lock box at 
the administration entrance of the Dallas Borough Building, 25 Main Street, 
Dallas PA  18612 to obtain the required permit placard. Those opting to use 
regular mail or the administrative lockbox need to state the payment is for a 
Yard Waste Permit and will have placards mailed to their residence.
       The Borough Road Department will collect up to the equivalent of two 
25 gallon recycling containers weekly throughout the season.   Residents 
are to have yard waste containers curbside by TUESDAY morning for col-
lection.   Yard waste volumes exceeding the two 25 gallon container limit 
will not be collected.   Yard waste containing or including rocks, road cin-
ders, ashes or animal waste will not be collected.   In the interest of public 
safety, residents are reminded not to place containers or bundled yard waste 
within the road right of way.
     Property owners with a larger volume of yard waste are asked to make 
arrangements with a private hauler and/or to contact the Dallas Area Mu-
nicipal Authority at 570-696-1133 for the hours of operation for the yard 
waste drop off site on S.R. 118.
     Dallas Borough is proud of the curbside collection yard waste recycling 
program in cooperation with the Dallas Area Municipal Authority and we 
look forward to providing this important service to our residents throughout 
the summer season.   Please call the Dallas Borough Administrative Office 
at 570-675-1389 with any questions pertaining to the curbside yard waste 
recycling program. Acceptance or rejections of any collection item(s) is at 
the discretion of the Dallas Borough Road Department personnel and Dal-
las Borough  administration.

Dallas Borough Announces Spring 
Street Sweeping Program
     As the spring season quickly approaches, the Dallas Borough Road 
Department plans to begin our Spring Street Sweeping on April 5, 2021. 
The Road Department requests that Borough residents follow a few simple 
instructions to assist the Road Department staff in the collection of road 
cinders and materials deposited throughout the winter driving season.
•  Rake cinders out to the side of the road in even layers and avoid large 
piles.   Under no circumstances should cinders be swept into the stormwater 
catch basins.
•  Do NOT fill containers with cinders in excess of 20-25 pounds. Heavy 
containers will not be picked-up.
•   Do NOT include rocks, tree limbs, yard or animal waste with the street 
cinders.
       After the street sweeper has been to your street once, any remaining 
cinders need to be placed in containers for pick up. Questions pertaining to 
this announcement should be directed to the  Dallas Borough Administra-
tive Office at 570-675-1389.

Old Fashioned Tent 
Meeting planned
    Victory Baptist Church, 1254 
Market Street, Lehman, is  having 
an old fashion Tent Meeting on 
Septemner 13-16th. Services are 
9:30am, 10:45am and each evening 
at 6:30pm. Guest speaker is Mike 
Pelletier and the Murray Musical 
Ministry. All are welcome to attend. 
Contact Mike for more information 
at 570-256-3924.
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The Annual Rummage Sale for the Dallas High School 
Lock In Party will be held in April

They also have lots of books, videos, 
and toys.    “We have a lot of holiday 
items,” said Maria. “And, of course, 
we have all kinds of clothing and 
nice purses and bags.”
   One other item they will be col-
lecting is any type of used textiles 
or rags. It is a great way to benefit 
the organization by recycling your 
old, stained, torn or otherwise unus-
able linens, mattress pads, rugs, or 
other textiles. Simply put them in a 
bag labeled, “Rags,” drop them off 
on April 16 and they can sell them 
by the pound for recycling. 
     The Rummage Sale will also have 
a Basket Raffle featuring beautiful 
donated baskets. There is still time 
for  you  to  donate a themed basket

Continued from the cover.

By MB Gilligan
Back Mountain Community 
News Correspondent

     The annual Rummage Sale for 
the Dallas High School Lock In 
Party will be held this year while 
following appropriate Covid 19 
protocols. The event will be from 
9am to 3pm on Saturday, April 17 
and from 10am to 2pm on Sunday, 
April 18. 
      “We will be using the cafeteria 
and the gym at the Dallas Middle 
School,” said Maria Lukasavage, 
co-chairman of the event and the 
Lock In Committee along with 
Carolyn Karosa. “We already have 
three full storage units so there will 
be lots of items to choose from.     We 
have two or three couches and lots 
of chairs and other nice things.”
      The Rummage Sale usually fea-
tures breakfast and lunch but that is 
not possible this year. Instead, you 
will be able to buy food items like 
Krispy Kreme doughnuts and pizza-
making kits to take home and enjoy 
on your own. 
      “People can still donate items 
for the Rummage Sale by bringing 
them to the front entrance of the 
Dallas Middle School from 3pm 
to 7pm on Friday, April 16,” said 
Maria. “We will have volunteers, 
including members of the Dallas 
football team, on hand to unload 
your car.” 
     The Rummage Sale will feature 
small furniture items like lamps, 
side tables, art work, chairs, a 
kitchen table, a dining room set, a 
bunk bed, head boards, and, even, a 
church pew. There will be plenty of 
glassware, linens, a Keurig coffee 
maker  and  other  small appliances. 

This is one of three storage units full of goods that will be on sale at the 
Rummage Sale on April 17 and 18 at the Dallas Middle School.

for the sale. Otherwise, take a 
chance to win something nice while 
you are at the sale.
        The Dallas High School Lock 
In Committee will use all proceeds 
from the Rummage Sale to host a 
drug-free and alcohol-free celebra-
tion for this year’s graduating class. 
Volunteers are always welcome and 
still needed for set-up on April 16 
and to clean up after the Rummage 
Sale on April 18. For more informa-
tion  or to sign up to volunteer or if 
you need help with a large donation, 
visit the Dallas High School Lock 
In page on Facebook and send them 
a message.

From our family to yours ...

From the Back Mountain Community News



Community News • April 2021 • Page 7

News from the Back Mountain 
Memorial Library
     The Back Mountain Memorial Library lists the following news items. 
The Library has closed while our renovations continue, and expects to re-
main closed through April.  Check our website for our date of reopening.  
We hope that any temporary inconveniences for our patrons will be for-
given when they see our renewed interiors, including the completely recon-
figured and redecorated Community Room!  The major changes address 
handicapped accessibility and more work and study spaces, but also will 
include new carpeting and paint throughout.  We hope to welcome you all 
back to a bright and functional library, that will serve the community for 
many years to come. 
       Unfortunately, our books and other items will not be available while we 
are shut down. But the Slightly Read Bookstore will continue to be open, at 
their regular schedule.  Let them help you find some great reading material 
at reasonable prices as you wait for our reopening.  The hours are: Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday 1 to 6.  Wednesday 12 to 5.  Friday 1 to 5, and 
Saturday 10 to 2. Thank you for your understanding, and we hope to see you 
when our renovations are complete! Contact us at 570-675-1182 and find so 
much more at our website at  www.backmountainlibrary.org.

Craft, Vendor Sale, 
Indoor, Outdoor 
    Join us on Saturday April 17, from 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM at the Dallas 
Eastern Star Hall, 15 Foster Street, 
Dallas,  (behind CVS Drugstore). 
Crafters and Vendors will have a 
variety of items will for sale.
      We will be selling “Our Famous 
Welsh Cookies” Bring a friend do 
some shopping. We will be serving 
lunch with take-outs available.
     For vendor information call: 
Dianne Corby (570) 675-4893 or 
email: diannec@ptd.net. Due to Co-
vid-19 we are limiting indoor spac-
es. We have lots of outside spaces 
available. 
    Your check is your reserva-
tion spaces   pre-paid by Friday, 
4/9/2021. Check us out on Face-
book @ Dallas Chapter Eastern Star 
Building Association.

Rummage sale set for June 18-19 at 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, Dallas
     With the hope that the way will be clear to do so, the Deacons have set 
Friday, June 18 and Saturday, June 19 for their annual gigantic rummage 
sale in the fellowship hall and parking lot at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
Dallas.  We know that our Back Mountain residents eagerly look forward to 
this event every year, and this year we will do our best to bring it to you.  
        The sale will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 18, 
and from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday, June 19.  Saturday will be bag day: 
all you can stuff into a large brown grocery bag for only $2. 
        Trinity is located at 105 Irem Road, Dallas, across Rt. 309 from the 
Country Club Shopping Center.  We will keep the public up to date on any 
changes that may have to take place due to current safety, health and welfare 
guidelines.  Please join us as we bring back this much anticipated annual 
event.

Bingo planned
     The Northmoreland Township 
Volunteer Fire Company will have 
Monday Night Bingo on Monday, 
April 12, and Monday, April 26,  
start time: 6:30 PM. Doors to hall 
open and kitchen begins serving at 
5:00 PM. 
    Where everyone still gets lucky! 
Please come out and support our 
volunteers!

The Dallas Rotary is looking forward 
upcoming events
       We have all been looking forward to the day when we can once again 
resume many of the activities that brought us so much joy and entertain-
ment in recent years.  With that in mind, the Dallas Rotary is optimistically 
planning two major fundraisers for September and October in the hope that 
conditions at that time will allow them to proceed with these much needed 
events enjoyed by so many people in years gone by. 
       Their annual charity golf tournament scheduled for Monday, September 
20th at the Irem Country Club and their annual Wine and Brew Festival 
scheduled for Saturday, October 2nd at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds are 
the fundraisers that will make all of their service projects in the community 
possible.   Without these funds, there would be no resources available to 
have their annual Christmas shopping spree for 45 children, their annual 
book scholarships for six deserving college-bound high school seniors, gen-
erous donations to the Back Mountain Food Pantry and the Dallas Active 
Adult Center, and much more.
        Members of the Dallas Rotary would appreciate the public making note 
of these two dates on their calendars now,  and hope you will plan to join 
them for these two outdoor events that make many good things possible for 
the children and elderly in our community.

Maple Grove Cemetery Association, Inc.,  
announces annual meeting
      The  annual meeting of the members of the Maple Grove Cemetery As-
sociation, Inc., will take place on Thursday, April 29th at 7pm.  This meeting 
will take place in the Maple Grove United Methodist Church, 5876 Main 
Road, Hunlock Creek, PA. The church is located just above the cemetery on 
Main Road Sweet Valley.  
       “A member is any lot deed holder as shown on the maps of the cemetery. 
Their heirs and assigns will be a member of the association and entitled to 
vote at all annual meetings of its members. Each lot holder gets one vote.”  
- Maple Grove Cemetery Association By-Laws. For more information, con-
tact:  Jim Pall, Secretary for MGCA, Inc., email: wpall@susumc.org.
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New Kiwanis Club in the Back Mountain recently held events
       The Back Mountain Kiwanis 
are a new Kiwanis Club in the Back 
Mountain of PA, organized on May 
14, 2018. Kiwanis is a global orga-
nization of volunteers dedicated to 
improving the world one child and 
one community at a time.  Despite 
the restrictions of the pandemic, our 
spirit of volunteering and commu-
nity service is strong!  Here are some 
of our recent activities:
       Along with the Lake-Lehman 
K-Kids and Lake-Noxen Elemen-
tary students, the Kiwanis club par-
ticipated in “My Furry Valentine” 
collection benefiting Blue Chip 
Animal Refuge. During the month 
of February, items and monetary donations were collected at Lake-Noxen Elementary school, at FNCB Bank in 
Shavertown, and at Reprieve Muscle Therapy & Wellness Center in Dallas. Representatives from each of the three 
groups dropped off the donations at Blue Chip and received a tour of the refuge with Carol Wills.  We were happy 
to bring much needed supplies to the animals along with a monetary donation of $50!
      Registration recently closed for our first 5k and 10k Virtual Bunny Hop, benefitting the Back Mountain Me-
morial Library and our community service projects.  The event is virtual and will take place April 1-May 31 with 
participants Running/Walking/Jogging/Biking, anytime and anywhere!  In our continued support of the mission of 
the Luzerne County Child Advocacy Center, we sponsored a “Pinwheel for Prevention” for Child Abuse Prevention 
Month which is recognized in  April.
      Interested in serving the community by volunteering?  Our next club meeting is Monday, April 12 at 6:30pm via 
Zoom conference call.  For more information you can find us on Facebook under “Back Mountain Kiwanis Club”. 
Shown in photo above are volunteers from the Blue Chip donation drop off.
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Lake-Lehman Future Business Leaders of America  recently competed in a virtual State Leadership Confer-
ence in March. Shown above, first row from left are: Megan Hogan, Claire Dougherty, Maya Buckman, Mela-
nie Selner. Second row from left are: McKenna Budzak, Jocelyn Mattingly, Chase Purdy, Lucy Honeywell. 
Standing behind, from left are: Trista Schechterly, Sarayah Smith, Molly Jenkins, and Sophia Dabsheh.  

Lake-Lehman Future Business Leaders of America 
competed in virtual State Leadership Conference

Luzerne County Dairy Court attends 
Blooming Barn Event

Members of the Luzerne County Dairy Court were at a recent event 
at the Blooming Barn. They shared pencils and keychains reminding 
everyone that, “Your Milk Comes from a Good Place”. Two members 
of the court, Ally Steltz and Juliet Price let everyone know to look for 
the number “42” near the date or the Pa Preferred symbol to be sure 
their milk is from a PA farm. If you would like more information about 
the dairy court  or how you can join them please contact their facebook 
page, Luzerne County Dairy Promotions Team. Pictured above are:  
Dairy Maid Juliet Price  and Alt Dairy Princess Ally Steltz.



Ambosie assigned Luzerne County 
Game Warner
      Dale Ambosie,  of Dorrance 
Township, Luzerne County, was 
recently commissioned as a Penn-
sylvania state game warden after 
45 weeks of intensive training and 
assigned as the district officer for 
southern Luzerne County. Ambosie 
was a member of the 32nd Cadet 
Class of the Game Commission’s 
Ross Leffler School of Conserva-
tion in Harrisburg. 
     Ambosie is a 2004 graduate of 
Crestwood High School and earned 
his Bachelor of Science degree in 
health sciences from Misericordia 
University in 2009.  
    State game wardens are responsible for administering a wide variety 
of Game Commission programs within an assigned district of about 350 
square miles. Primary duties include law enforcement, responding to wild-
life conflicts, conservation education and administration of the Hunter-
Trapper  Education program. Officers also are responsible for supervising 
and training  part-time deputy game wardens. 
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Shop with the 
Back Mountain 

Community News 
It’s All Good News ...

Where Community Matters.
Your dollars spent in locally-owned 

businesses have three times the 
impact on our local economy.  

Locally owned businesses are the 
businesses we count on for 

donations to our local
 organizations and contribute 
dollars  to our local causes. 

A marketplace made-up of many 
small businesses ensures lower 
prices over the long-term and 
local business owners work 
hard to fulfill the needs of 

the people within our 
community every day.

Don’t Get Ripped Off When 
Getting Your Taxes Done
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., CEO of  both  MF Tax 
& Accounting, Inc., and MF Advisers, Inc.
       Every year we talk to some people  (either current clients 
or people we know who aren’t clients yet ) who tell  us that they were charged 
(aka swindled out of) several hundred dollars (usually for uncomplicated per-
sonal income tax returns)  by one of the big retail “professional” tax prepara-
tion companies (you know who we’re talking about).  This is ridiculous and  
must stop!  Unless you have a lot of investments, run a business, have rental 
properties, have a lot of itemized deductions, have a bunch of unreimbursed  
expenses at multiple jobs, and/ or have multiple W-2s/1099s, your  relatively 
standard income tax returns shouldn’t be costing you a small fortune.
      The so - called tax preparation “experts” who offer you cash advances 
and loans – even entries into sweepstakes (wow, just ... wow)  – and charge 
you ludicrous rates may have just been trained to prepare taxes in the month 
before tax season started ... how’s that for experience?!  Perhaps they’re stuck 
in the dinosaur age, prepping tax returns by hand and charging out the wazoo 
to do it instead of embracing technology to help them become more efficient 
with their time.   To  us,  time equals money.  If we can save time – and get 
more work done for our clients by being efficient – then we don’t need to 
charge exorbitant  prices when doing tax prep work for people and compa-
nies.  It’s just that simple.  After all, fair pricing based upon how long it takes 
to do the work is best for everyone.
       Here’s the tax preparation rules  to follow for this time of the year (a 
must for those of you who are looking to make tax season less of a pain going 
forward):
1. If you’re not the do-it-yourself type,  hire an experienced, professional tax 
preparer to handle your returns.  Stay away from the generic chain tax prep 
services – they tend to significantly overcharge for preparing returns ... as in 
charging by the form (which is a rip- off) instead of hourly (much fairer).
2. Make sure you have all needed tax documents. Sounds simple enough but 
being organized about collecting your tax documents (where did I put that 
W-2?)  makes life much easier for your preparer.
3. Your preparer should ask you lots of questions, especially if it is the first 
time he /she is preparing your returns.  Even after the first year, things can 
change with your personal/financial situations over time, and any qualified 
tax preparer will know to ask the important questions (law changes, new pos-
sible deductions / credits, etc.) so you don’t leave anything on the table.
4.  If you work with a CPA,  he/she should offer advice for your specific tax 
situation during and after preparing your returns. This can be very important 
for not only the current year (can a traditional IRA contribution lower your 
tax bill?) but the following year as well (should you contribute more to your 
401(k) at work?).  Offering suggestions that can improve the amount you get 
back (or help you pay less than you have in the past) can be very valuable for 
some. 
5. Your tax professional should be willing to speak with any other profes-
sionals you have hired.  There are a lot of reasons why insurance profession-
als, professional financial advisors, attorneys, etc., should speak to your tax 
preparer (with your permission of course) to coordinate on issues that may 
be important and need to be looked at from different perspectives.  This way  
you get the input of trusted professionals on issues that have overlap into 
several areas of your personal financial / tax situation.
        Find an experienced local tax preparer who works for a professional tax 
preparation firm, earns his/her money from hourly/job fees (NOT charging 
by the form), believes in helping clients improve their tax/financial situations, 
and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesperson, and chances 
are you’ve found the right tax preparer to help you with your tax situation.
         For more information, please  visit  http://www.mftax.com, email  mar-
ty@mftax.com, or  call (570) 760-6524. About  MF  Tax & Accounting, Inc. 
MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. is a full - service tax preparation & accounting 
firm based in PA & FL specializing in tax preparation, tax planning & advice, 
and accounting services. With 10 + years of licensed experience, over 10 
years of professional education, and an unwavering commitment to helping 
you, MF  Tax & Accounting, Inc. is the  tax & accounting firm to best serve 
YOU.                                                                  Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
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Located next to Wayne’s World and Ochman’s Coins & Jewelry.

Legion Logbook

Clarence J. Michael
Past Commander
Dallas American 
Legion, Post 672

The Back Mountain Community News
Proudly serving the community for 16 years with 
All Good News ... Where Community Matters.

Read online free of charge at: www.communitynewsonline.net

         Daddow-Isaacs Dall American Legion Post 672  
had significant turnout for their annual Pig Roast 
on March 6.  Commander Darlene Kupstas thanks 
all Post members who participated and the general 
public for coming and observing the rules mandated 
by the covid crisis.  The monies raised will be used 
for community projects. Many positive emanations 
were heard throughout the evening concerning the 
Pig Roast.  Food is available during the week at the 
Legion. Any veteran who wishes to join, can contact any Legion member 
for an application. 
        A ceremony was held on Post grounds celebrating the 102nnd  founding 
of the American Legion. Reverend Bill Lewis, Chaplain, offered prayers; 
the Pledge of Allegiance was recited; John Emil, Sr., spoke on the history of 
the Legion; Clarence J. Michael played Taps; and the Honor Guard offered 
a rifle salute.  
       The American Legion is responsible for some important legislation that 
has passed by Congress.  For example:  the GI Bill which has provided edu-
cational benefits, the creation of the VA, youth programs, scholarships and 
a myriad of community programs.  The reason Congress listens to veteran 
concerns is due to Veteran unity on specific issues and the fact that veterans 
have an excellent voting record.  Join the American Legion so veteran’s 
voices can be heard at the Capitol.
        National Vietnam Veteran’s Day was observed on March 29.  This war 
lasted for two decades (November 1, 1955 - May 7, 1975) 9 million men 
and women served.  325,208 from Pennsylvania with 3,147 killed in action, 
and 90 still unaccounted for. Whether they served in-country, in the later, or 
elsewhere they answered their country’s call to service.  I, myself, served 
during the Berlin Crises in 1961 - 62 in West Germany with the 532nd 
Military Intelligence Battalion. We are losing approximately 557 veterans 
each day, so if you know a veteran thank them for their service and their 
sacrifice. 
        This is Women’s History Month and the VA is saluting these women 
veterans, honoring some of our nation’s heroines who have often gone un-
sung and uncelebrated.  Women make up a larger and larger proportion of 
our veterans.  They are not only nurses but fill a myriad of roles even in 
combat infantry.  Both men and women veterans are welcomed to join our 
Post. 
      The next monthly meeting of our Post will be on Tuesday, April 14 at 
7:30 P.M.  Commander Darlene Kupstas invites any veteran, man or wom-
an, who is a member or a prospective member to attend.  GOD BLESS 
AMERICA!
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Shop the Back Mountain 
Community News ... 

Where Community Matters.
Your dollars spent in locally-owned 

businesses have three times the 
impact on our local economy.  

Locally owned businesses are the 
businesses we count on for donations to our local organizations 

and contribute  dollars to our local causes. 

A marketplace made-up of many small businesses ensures lower 
prices over the long-term and local business owners work 

hard to fulfill the needs of the people within 
our community every day.

Back Mountain Community News ... It’s All Good News!

I’m Big Now Celebrates Being
Covid Clean for a Year

On Friday March 12, 2021, I’m Big Now teachers and students cel-
ebrated a year of Covid clean. We have updated and revised our proto-
cols and procedures for every CDC and Dept of Health update pertain-
ing to schools.  We have had our teachers and students wear masks and 
have temperature screenings upon arrival. 
 The teachers have been working in person since July 6th (when schools 
could reopen) and have done a fantastic job keeping up with the new 
cleaning and sanitizing procedures.  All staff have also received their 
vaccines already.  We also thank the parents for being understanding 
and flexible when their child is sick and keeping them home to protect 
everyone here.  Due to this, we have had to shut down our school for 
only 1 day since reopening.  
Pictured celebrating our success are,  front row: Landon Smith, Carter 
Reilly, and Katelyn Krachun.  Second row are: Charlotte Seigel, Hamza 
Ahmed,  and  Hasan Ahmed. Third row are: Jack Morris and Juliana 
Taylor.  Back row: Mrs. Sandra James (Preschool Teacher), Mrs. Em-
ily Piazza (Director), Mrs. Cornelia Romanowski (Preschool Teacher/
Board Member) and Ms. Amanda Ostrowski (Preschool Aide).



Michael DiMare Announces Candidacy 
for Dallas School Board 
      Michael DiMare, Opera-
tions Manager at Rehabilitation 
Services of Geisinger Wyoming 
Valley Medical Center has an-
nounced his candidacy for Dallas 
School District School Board of 
Directors. 
      DiMare has been a resident 
of the Back Mountain for many 
years.  He is a graduate of Miseri-
cordia University earning a mas-
ter’s degree in Physical Therapy 
in 2007, a Doctorate in Physical 
Therapy in 2010, a master’s in 
Organizational Management in 
2017. He will graduate in August 
2021 from Misericordia with a 
master’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration.  
     In his current role at Geisinger, 
Mr. DiMare is responsible for the operations of the Inpatient and Outpatient 
Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy departments. In addition to 
that role, he also serves as Deputy Operations Section Chief of the Hospital 
Incident Command assisting in the response to the COVID pandemic. 
       “I am running for school board because I want to ensure our children get 
back into the classroom safely and that quality education exists now and for 
generations to come in the Dallas School District, DiMare said.  I was raised 
in a home that valued public education and good teachers. My grandmother 
worked in the New York City public school system as a paraprofessional. 
My mother has been a teacher in the New York City public school system 
for 33 years and most recently my sister became a teacher.  I understand the 
lasting effect good education, and good teachers have on our children.”   
    “Since the beginning of the pandemic, I have learned and understand how 
the virus is transmitted and what needs to be done in order to create a safe 
environment for daily operations.  I believe that knowledge, experience and 
passion to serve makes me a strong and valuable candidate for school board 
during these unprecedented times.”
      DiMare and his wife Holly reside in Shavertown, and have two children. 
The oldest is enrolled in Wycallis Elementary, and his younger son will start 
kindergarten in the fall. They chose the Back Mountain to reside because of 
the Dallas School District.  
     He has cross filed to run for a four-year term. The Dallas School District 
has five four-year term board positions to fill and one two-year term.  There 
are nine candidates who have filed to run.
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Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1 PM to 6 PM
Wednesdays, 12 to 6 PM

Fridays, 1 PM to 5 PM, & Saturdays, 10 AM to 2 PM 

I’m Big Now has Dr. Miller Visit for 
Dental Health Month

Recently Dr. Steven Miller presented a dental health presentation to 
the students of I’m Big Now.  He did a mock cleaning of teeth, showed 
the students how to properly brush and floss his/her teeth, reviewed 
health/unhealthy food and drink choices and also gave each child a 
new toothbrush.  Pictured above are: Dr. Steven Miller, Oliver Piazza, 
Tuula Ciravolo, and Summer Remus.

Logan Westrope Reads to I’m Big Now

On Wednesday March 3rd, Logan Westrope, WBRE Meteorologist, 
read via Zoom to the students of I’m Big Now.  He read Dr. Suess books 
and books about weather.  The students were also allowed to ask ques-
tions about what Logan does for a job. Pictured are front row: Edrick 
Poelma and Camryn Kresge.  Standing behind: Sedona Piazza and 
Seth Kronenwetter.  On Zoom is Logan Westrope.  

Misericordia
University establishes 
COVID-19 
Surveillance Testing 
Laboratory on 
campus 
     Misericordia University is taking 
a lead role in helping battle the coro-
navirus pandemic in the area by es-
tablishing a COVID-19 Surveillance 
Testing Laboratory on campus. The 
project will allow health profession-
als to conduct randomized, surveil-
lance testing for students, staff and 
faculty, with the goal of maintaining 
a safe campus environment in which 
to work and  learn. 
  The surveillance testing project is 
a collaboration between Misericor-
dia’s College of Health Sciences and 
Education, the College of Arts and 
Science, administration and Cou-
gar Care COVID-19 taskforce  to 
help slow and ultimately control the 
spread of the coronavirus. The sur-
veillance testing laboratory has been 
established in response to Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s recommendation on Nov. 
23, 2020, that all students returning 
to college/university for the Spring 
2021 semester be tested and that ran-
dom testing take place throughout 
the semester. The semester began 
with a hybrid of online and face-to-
face classes on campus January 25.
      Brenda Hage, Ph.D., D.N.P., 
C.R.N.P, professor of nursing and 
director of the Doctor of Nursing 
Practice Program, and Mark Van 
Etten, vice president of Finance and 
Administration at Misericordia, and 
a member of the Back Mountain EMS 
community, are among the leaders in 
the university’s efforts to establish 
the testing laboratory on campus to 
comply with the Governor’s wishes. 
The laboratory is being  overseen by 
Eve Schwartz, M.T. (A.S.C.P.), and 
a number of medical technologists 
from the local area  have been hired 
to conduct the testing. 
      “As a university with a large em-
phasis on the health sciences, this is 
a public health initiative of  extreme 
importance that exemplifies the mis-
sion and tenets on which Misericor-
dia was founded – serving the needs 
of the community,” explained Dr. 
Hage. “Through random testing of 
our campus population, we will be 
able to identify asymptomatic indi-
viduals with the virus, isolate them 
and initiate treatment  sooner, help-
ing prevent spread of the disease on 
campus and in the local commu-
nity.”
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Ice Cream Shack is 
OPEN NOW for the 

Spring & Summer Season!


